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HISTORY OF FRANCE. 

CHAPTER I. 
1610—1624. 

L0UI8 TEE THIR'TEENTH^S SEKSN TO * 



The noble. character of Henry IV., his early distresBea, hi3 
valor, and final triumph, render his life a drama, the interest 
of which hurries on the historian, forbids him to pause (or 
reflection or remarlc, and rigidly confines his (ask to that of 
eimpie narrative. If the fate and progresa of political sociely 
be overlooked f^ us in this mrfiing throng of personages and 
events, we but nnitate the age itself, which unfortunately lost 
sight of any principles save those of bigotry and self-interest 
Never did a nation throw away such advantages, as F/ance 
at this period. The royal authority was in the dust, yet the 
shadow of an attempt was not made to esfailish civil rights. 
A great portion otthe kitedom had embraced refonn, and yet 
no means could be devisea for securing even tolerance to this 
body, except Ihe verbal promise of a despot on the one hand, 
and organized revolt on the other. 

It is not always just, however, to condemn a country for its 
loss of liberty. Representative freedom, that great political 
result of modem times, was as little the effect of human 
providence, as the great physical discoveries that have con- 
tributed with it to change die &ce of civilization. Had not 
England preserved the boon more by a devoted attachment to 
old institutions than by any legislative' skill, it is to be feared 
that not even all our modem mgenuity could have invented 
a durable constitution. If the French, then, are to be blamed, 
it is more for fickleness than servility ; and even this censure 
will be rendered lighter by considenng the causes that led tc 
Jie difierent fete of liberty in the two counttiee. 

Many of these have been already pointed out The aris- 
tocracy on either side of the channel differed essentially in 
tharacter. The noblessa of England, crushed by the impe- 
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■e Bubjeeta, and ^mpathized 
e class were eifter princeB, 



or the followeca of princes. Thus, whilst the former raised 
the standing bulwark of law around their privileges, . 
tor greater security, those of the people, the I?ent, 



racy, aiming at nothing diort of independence at one time, at 
11 times more eager to share than to limit the royal authority 
held a contempt for aught like constitutional maxim or law 
and, full of recklesBnesa and presumption, sought no other 
guarantees for their existence than intrigue or the eword. 

The blending of classes was another fortunate circumstance 
for England. Nobility, considered in France to extend to Iho 
whole blood, was here confined, with the most heneficial in- 
justice, to the eldest son. The younger branches fell into the 
tanks of the lower aristocracy, or Jesser landholders, who 
again found themselves assorted with the chiefe of the bur- 
gess class in the lower house of parliament Thus was 
solved, and apparently by chance, one cf the greatest diffi- 
culties of social organization ; a difficulty which convulsed 
the repuhlics of Greece and-Rfflne, and proved the great 
Btumblmg-block to upset the latter. France, leee fortunate, 
adopted the classic division of patrician and plebeian ; a line 
equally dangerous to draw as to efiace. 

The consequence of this was the absolute extinction of 
what is called the middle orders. In the present day we can 
scarcely conceive the non-existence of this immense and pre- 
dominant class, composed, as it is, not only of Email commer- 
cial end landed proprietors, but of Ae pn^ssiona] men of all 
ranks. In Prance, however, every owner of land was then a 
noble, if not in wealth, at least in privileges and spirit The 
professions held apart ; the church, the legists, each forming 
an aristocracy of its own. Commerce rarely afibrded the 
means of amassing large fortunes. Paris was no sea-port 
like London : its citizens could not arrive at the same degree 
of wealth, enlightenment, or influence. Moreover, the great 
cities of France had never succeeded in obtaining any filing 
like chartered rights. Nor is this mere speculation. We have 
manifest proofs of the absence of a middle class. In the elec- 
tions for the tiers-etat, or commons, we find those chosen to 
epresent the people to be universally either lawyers or finan- 
eiers; the only two issues, indeed, for the plebeian to rise to 
eminence. Hence it was, that in the past times of trouble, 
wheu the great towns stood forth in behalf of liberty, butchers 
and men of vile trades were its leading supporters ; and their 
ferocity marred the cause, more than their zeal aided it 
Hence, when the rational doctrines of the Reformation were 
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1610. NOttTH AND SOUTK OF FRANCE 

f reached, the citizen of London listimed and adopted ; he of 
aris, on the contrary, held fast to Catholicism, and sacri- 
liced at oace his civil and religious liberty on the altars of 
ortiiodoxy. 

All this, however, is much more true of the north tftan of 
the south of Prance. This latter region had, in the early 
ages of the monarchy, started before its neighbor in the race 
of civilization. It was fer superior to iho north in industry, 
commerce, wealth, in letters and refinement, in the develop- 
ment of municipal freedom, and in religious tenets drawn 
from uncorrubted tradition and a rational knoivjedge of the 
Scriptures. The conquest of Provence and Languedoc by 
the bigoted followers of De Montlbrt covered this bright pros- 
pect with a cloud of ignorance and oppression. But still the 
region ivas not alt spoiled of its advantages. There are 
several proofs of (his. Montaigne is one, who owed much 
of his free spirit to his reddence at Bourdeaux, a commercial 
town of the south. The schools of law, and the study of the 
pandects, so strengthening to reason and restorative of com- 
mon sense, were far more active and femous in the south than 
in the north. De Thou, who widied to hear Cujas lecture, 
was obliged to betake iiuaseif to Valence, in Dauphiny, for 
that purpose. To these causes was in great pert owing Uie 
adoption of reform by the cities of the south. Nismes, Mon- 
tauban, Thoubuge, and La Rocbetle, were its fortresses. Th-j 
majority of tjie population southward of the Loire were Hu- 
guenots. Their churches were registered, and found to num 
ber 760, at the time of Uie edict of Nantes. 

The reformers had established a perfect representative sys- 
tem. On the conversion of the king to C^holitiism, in 1594, 
they had held an assembly of deputies, by which a counci] 
general, or executive committee, was appointed to represent 
and manage their interests, now that the prince had deserted 
(hem. The reformed provinces were declared to be ten in 
nnmbor : each was to appobt a member of the council, which 
was to consist of four gentlemen, four commoners, and two 
clerics. Provincial or inferior councils were at the same time 
formed, to take care of the fortresses of surety, to see that 
they had Protestant governors, and that the troops were regu- 
larly paid r (hey even agreed to stop (he produce of the lailh 
for this latter purpose, if necessary. Moreover, the reformers 
levied an annual revenue of 450,000 crowns. Here was a 
federal assembly, as complete as could be desired. By its in- 
fluence and exertions the edictof Nantes was procured, which 
Henry was too much in the power of the Catholics to have 
granted, without the plea of necessity pressing huii from the 
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opposite wde. By this edict all their priv legea were guaj- 
untied to tlie refonnera. Its spirit is evident from one im- 
portant article. Tliis is — The king appoints the govemora 
of the fortresses of surety, but the colloqite, or asiembly of 
reforlh, must approve the appointment, ere it be valid. 

Despite tlie veneration of the Protestants for the edict of 
Nantes, and their just indignation at its total and final repeal, 
it must nevertheless be allowed, that such a system of or- 

fanized anarchy, as that wliich it estahliahed, could not en- 
ure. A representative assembly, with a religion adverse to 
that of the sovereign and the capital, possessed of fortresses, 
of funds, with a militia trained to war, and taught the doc- 
trine of resistance, formed an imperiam in imperio, or one 
empire within another, as the Catholics justly termed it, as in- 
compatible with any regular government as with monarchy. 
Even Henry IV. perceived this. The annual assemblies of 
the Hu^enots kept the flame of treason alive. The pretext 
for holdmg them was, to watch over the interests of the new 
religion, to otfer advice, and make remonstrances thereon to 
the sovereign. Henry bade tliem, in lieu of assembluig and 
debating continually, to appomt two or three of their body to 
reside at court, and act as deputies or ambassadors from the 
Protestant body. The Hu^enots grasped at the ofler of 
having ambassadors ; a trap m which their power fell a sacri- 
fice to their vanity. Their deputies were ^(winted for three 
years. The king aflerwarda obtamed, that six should be 
chosen, of which Tie would select two ; by which means those 
tribunes near his person were less turbulent and odious. 

Such materials of opposition to the sovereign power, with- 
out any prospect or possibility of their assuming a legal, a 
fixed, or constitutional diepe, formed a state of things sufli- 
cienljy dangerous and insecure. The independence and fro- 
wardne^ of the nobility, always supplying leaders and insti- 
gators to the malcontent religionbts, rendered it still more 
dangerous. It has been seen tlmt the noblesse, humhled under 
Lonis XI., recovered its influence under Charles VIII. and 
Louis XII. Francis fevored the order, whilst he wisely kept 
down its chiefs. But these — the Guises for example, and the 
Montmorencies — rose up during tlie civil wars. Henry IV. 
whose ideas and policy in this respect were those of Prancis, 
wished also to fevor the order at the expense of its cbielk 
But his position compelled him, mstead of humbling the latter, 
to make compromises with them, and to distribute the remain- 
ing force of the monarchy, towns, appanages, and provinces, 
amongst an aristocracy already too powerftL Their attempt 
to consolidate this power, and to re-establish the old feiidul 
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■yata-n, Jiaa been mentioned ; hut Henry, if he could not hum- 
ble tiiem, at least prevented them from out-topping the crown , 
and the execution of Biron was a menace and an example, 
which answered its intentions, and kept the ambitious caslfl 
of nobles lor the time in quiet. 

Of this aristocracy, by tar ihe greater part drew additional 
etrength from their orthodoxy, thoir attachment to Rome, and 
the consequent support of Spain whilst others professed the 
Huguenot doctrines, and aspired to lead this formidable party. 
When the house of Bourbon, in the person of Henry, became 
converted to Catholicism, the younff prince of Conde was at 
the same time taken and educated m the now orthodox creed 
of the court The first rank amongst the reformers thus fell 
to La Tour d'Aovergne, vicomte de Turenne, and by his mar- 
riage due de Bouillon. He Was powerful by possessing the 
independent sovereignly and fortress of Sedan. The noble 
house of Rohan professed the same creed, as well as Sully, 
D'Aubignc, De Momay, and other distinguished amilies. It 
is singular to remark, that in little more than half a century's 
time, all these had abjured the Protestant belief; so great was 
either the fickleness of the nation, the influence of die court, 
or the natural distaste of the nobly bom to the democratic 
spirit of Calvinism. 

The lastdispositionsof Henry, on his intended departure U> 
head his army, had appointed his queen, Mary of Medicis, 
regent: this was Btrongly in her favor as dowager; and she 
now found little difficulty in assuming the same authority. 
The duke of Epemon, her partisan, summoned the parliament, 
and procured their acquiescence, not, however, without having 
made some show of menace. This seemed unnecessary : of 
the princes of the blood, three in number, who could alone 
have pretended to the regency, Conde wss absent in the 
Netiietlanda, his brother of Conti was imbecile, whilst their 
uncle, the count of Soissons, also absent, was at enmity with 
every infJuenlial personage. 

It was to Sully that Henry's death came as the greatest 
blow. The duke had ridden from IJie arsenal, and was coming 
to the rencontre of the court, when he heard the fetal tidings : 
SuUy was panic-struck ; he saw in the murder a Catholic plot, 
and dreaded a renewal of the massacres of St Bartholomew's 
eve ; he accordingly turned back, and shut himself up with 
his followers in the Bastile, which he hastily provisioned by 
carrying off all the bread from the bakers' shops around. By 
tlie morrow, however, his suspicions had subsided, and he ap- 
peared at the court of the regent 

Mary if Medicis was of a weak character; siie was simple 
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iFonianbootl, unenlbrccd by either fiimnees or asgacity. Sha 
had come to FrsJice a stranger ; and wanting both cliarms and 
wit, she had never acquired any influence either with. her 
husband, or amongst the followers of his court Mary, there- 
fore, shrunk back into her private circle, and made confidants 
and counsellors of two domestics of her countiy, Galigai, a 
female attendant, and Concini, the husband of this woman 
These upstart jyersonages, full of all the meanness and nar 
rowness of their calling, had frequently fanned the pett 
jealousies of the queen against Henry ; oiid now it was to be 
feared their influence would be pemiciouEty felL Mary, how- 
ever, was as yet too coiitcious of her weakness and inability. 
She had a vague idea of the justice of the late king's policy 
m keeping down the noblesse, tfiat now pressed around her, 
and terrified her with their pretensions and their quarrels. 
She Uierefore had recourse to those best fitted to guide her — 
the ministers of the lale monarch, Villeroi the secretary, 
Sillery the chancellor, the president Jeannin, and Sully, su- 
perintendent of finances: these, except Sully, had none of 
the pretensions and haughty bearing of the noblesse ; and 
Mary felt not deprived of her will and authority in being 
guided by them. 

The warlike measures of the late khig first fell under the 
consideration of the government Henry had provided two 
puissant armies; one destined to invade Itajy, the other to 
conquer Flanders. It is singular that the design of the great 
Henry was the identical one tiiat is still the darling project 
of French warriors, — to annex Savoy to France, and make 
the Rhine the boundary of the kingdom by the conquest of 
Flanders. Henry intended to recompense the duke of Savoy 
by the territories of Milan. To humble the house of Austria, 
and confine that.&mily to its German dominic^is, made part 
of the project But even the enterprising Henry slumbered 
over designs eo vast and paused to undertake them, till the 
cliance flight of the prince and princess of Conde, and their 
protection by the vice-regal court of Flanders, induced him 
to draw the sword. This latter motive of course ceased to he 
one with the queen-regent, to whose narrow mind and timid 
spirit the profound and daring views of the monarch's policy 
were equidly incomprehensiUe. The army intended for Italj 
was accordingly dismissed ; the more speedily, as its Hugueno' 
commander, Lesdiguieres, was thus deprivM of power. Tha 
force in Champagne was still kept on foot for the sake of dig- 
nity and defence. 

Foreign enemies were not the great; objects of dread tc 
Mary of Medicis. It was against the princer of the blood. 
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the rivals of her power, that she felt need of fintiiying' her- 
eeif. The absence of the count of Soisaona from Paris had 
been owing to a fit of discontent, occasioned by observing the 
fieur-de-lii embroidered on the gown of the duchess of Yen- 
dome at Uie ceremony of the queen's coronation. The duke 
being but an illegitimate son of the king, the purer blood of 
Soissons was indignant. On learning Henry's fete, tlie count 
hurried to the capital, too late to contest tJie regency, but not 
too late to utter formidable discontent at the queen's ascend- 
ency. The government of Normandy, and a pension of 50,000 
crowns, appeased for the time the resentment of the count 
of Soissons. The prince of Conde next came to play the same 
part t he entered Paris at the head of 1500 armed genUemen. 
The present of a magnificent hotel, the county of^Clermont, 
and 300,000 livres pension, were the price of his submission. 
The nobles, it may weli be imagined, did not leave such ex- 
amples unimitated ; and the regent soon found it as trouble- 
some to be pressed by such powerflil claimants, as to be men- 
aced by their hostile rivalry. 

As long, however, aa the rigid Sully held the finances under 
his care, there waa a check to spdiation, as well as a generous 
voice in the council to support the sage, the firm, and yet con- 
ciiialing measures of the iate monarch. He was at first re- 
tamed, mdeed, for the sake of the stern negative which he 
was wont to put on the demands of the greedy courtiers, aa 
well as from fear or respect of his mfluence wilh the Hugue- 
nots. But his economical temper became soon a disagreeable 
restraint upon the queen herself; and Ihe due de Bouillon, an 
inde&tigable votary of intrigue, offermg to efiect more than 
even SiDly in conciliating and quieting ihe Huguenots, this 
dd and upright minister of the great Henry was dismissed. 
Despite his probity, his able admmistration, and the esteem 
of Henry, a cloud would rest on the character of SuUy, but 
for the honest and simple exculpation contained in his own 
memoirs. His austere and rude manners made hjm many 
enemies. Most of his contemporaries tmite In accusing bira ; 
and, strange to say, the only family beyond his own, whose 
friendship and good-will he preserved in his retreat, was that 
of Guise. 

Tlie disgrace of Suliy left the treasure of the late king 
completely at the regent's disposal, who dissipated it by 
bribing prmce and noble to remam quiet. The favor of Elea- 
nor Galigai and her husband Concini, now mareschal d'Ancre, 
became more apparent The avarice of these foreigners knew 
no bounds ; not consent with the purchase of a marquisato, 
and Ihe dignity of marshal, Concini contrived to get some of 



iL,Cooglc 



14 HISTOEY OP FRANCE. JgH 

Ihe principal fortreeaea of the kingdom in his posseEeion ; Pe- 
roiine amongst others, and the citadel of Amiens. Epemon, 
on his side, secured Meta ; whilst the count of Soissons and 
the prince of Coade, despite Uieir pensions and their submiB- 
sion, by turns thwarted the court, and threw it into disorder 
by their private quarrels. Although the maresehal d'Ancre 
and his wife were the chief favorites of the queen regent, 
Vi^eroi waa nevertheless the counsellor whose views, in mat 
ters of serious policy, she principally adopted. Vil'eroi, say 
the memoirs attributed to Richelieu, bred in the civil wars, 
had imbibed their virulence, which he repressed during the 
iife of Henry. Instead of now recommending that monarch's 
conciliating policy, which Sully upheld, ViUeioi said that 
that there were but two parties in the state, Catholic and 
Protestant, and that the government must necessarily embrace 
caie or the other. He leaned to the Catholic side, and sup- 

Esrted tiie project of strengthening it by marrying the young 
ing to a daughter of Spain, rather than to a princess of Lor- 
raine or Savoy, as had been the advice of Henry. The prince, 
however, urged by the duke of Bouillon, opposed the ministry 
in this, for no reason, apparently, except the sake of making 
opposition. And for the time, Louia XUI. being as yet but 
nme years of age, the project was allowed to slumber. 

The assembly of the Protestant repreBentaUves took place 
at Saumur. The due de Bouillon was colled on to make good 
his promises of allaying any hostility that might lurk therein 
towards the court: the government of Poitou and a pension 
were to be his reward. But De Bouillon had over-estimated 
his influence. Sully, and his son-in-law the due de Rirdtin, 
countermined and defeated his intrigues. The assuTnbiy 
showed itself refractory, and, instead of rendering the Pro- 
testant body welS disposed towards the regent, it had a very 
contrary effect ; betrayed suspicions, drew up remonstrances, 
and di^layed a lively resentment at the disgrace of SuUy. 
Bouillon accordingly went unrewarded ; and he became again 
hostile to the court, against which he united, and exasperated 
the princes. 

All the largesses of Mary of Medicis had not secured the 
attachment of a single magnate ; and she had now left het- 
self without the support of any one influential personage 
amongst the Huguenots. She had e:?hausted the treasure ; 
Oie provinces were all bestowed ; the fortresses in powerful 
and mdependent hands. Nothing preserved to her the shadow 
of authority, but the division and mutual enmity of princes 
aad niMes. Standing alone, and uncompromised by the ra- 
pacity and SAly of her favorite, Mary might have succeeded 
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in tnkncing and thus quieting the contendbg parties of the 
state. But the madness of the mareschal d'Ancre, who, nov 
making the most intoierant demands ibr MmEelf, then, irri- 
tated by refiisal, leaguing with the princes, supporting de- 
mands of theirs equally maufiferable, finally quarrelling with 
them, and adding Uie odium of his own conduct to the un 
popularity of the queen, rendered uEeless all the pruden 
eflbrts of the regent and the minister Villeroi. The latter 
again brought forward the project of an alliance betwixt the 
young king and a Spanish princess, by which he hoped to 
prop the tottering autiioiily of the regent The princes saw 
through his design : a union was effected amongst the whole 
body of nobles; jealousy of the queen and of her fevorites was 
its bond; and the pique of the powerful dames of the court, 
on finding themselves excluded from the queen's private par- 
ties and amusements, was one of Ihe principal causes of the 
revolt which ensued. 

In the spring of 1614, the chief noblesse, with the princes 
at their head, retired frran court, each to his government and 
province. They levied troops, and-maile a show of war. Vil- 
leroi proposed to march inslanlly upon them ; but the chan- 
cellor and the favorites seconded the queen's wish to temporize 
and negotiate. She accordingly sought an accommodation. 
The demands of Coniie were tiie assembly of the states-gene- 
ral, and the postponement of the Spanish match. These stipu- 
lations, made by the princes merely to give a popular color to 
their revolt, were acceded to by the regent; but large sums 
were, at the same time, paid to the several malcontents. 
Conde had 450,000 livres, and the chateau of Amboise. The 
treaty was concluded at St Menehould, and was not a nonth 
old ere Conde showed himself again reftactozy, having, per- 
haps, spent his bribe. He quitted the court. The regent and 
Ihe yomig king took a journey to Poitou, in order to counter- 
act rebellion. The reunion of all parries in the states, which 
were summoned in October, gave some respite to hostiliries 
and intrigue. 

The states-general, assembled at Paris in 1614, demand 
especial attenrion, not only as the last of these narional assem- 
blies previous to the Revolution (at the commencement of 
which it was continually referred to as afibrding precedent), 
but as a scene in which the political feelings ana views of Ihe 
age were completely developed. We have an ample account 
of the sittings and discussions of the commons or third order, 
written by Florimond Rapine, a member, one of the king's 
advocates. From this we learn, that the majority of the lower 
chamber were lawyers, and a con^erable portion noble^ 
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almost all the ting's lieutenant-generals being elected by 
their eevenil governments. The most important consideration 
in the eyes of all was evidently the respective dignity of per- 
sons and classes. The first two months were consumed in 
disputes of precedence, in ceremonials, in mutual compliments 
between the orders at first, and afterwards in mutua! abuse. 
Miron, jttovosl of the merchants of tiie city rf Paris, was 
elected president The address of the conunons to the king 
was spoken by this magistrate on his knees; the deputies 
were clothed in simple black, whilst priests and nobles shone 
in gold, and an attempt of the pre^dent to wear his city robes 
of red and blue in a procession was looked upon as a monstrous 
piece of ambition. 

The grievance most odious to the nation was, the enormity 
of pensions granted to the princes and chief ofScets. Against 
these the commons and the clergy joined in lifting up their 
voice. The next demand was to abolish the venality of the 
judicature, and the right of the patdelle, a kind of annua] 
fine, paid by the officers of parliament, in consideration of 
which their offices were considered hereditary.* Tiiis demand 
the chamber of the commons could not in decency oppose; 
but being principally lawyers and provincial governors, it was 
their interest to preserve the paulelte, and they therefore 
slurred over the question, and laid greater stress on the neces- 
sity of abating the tattle, which pressed upon the people. 
Thus, the nobles inmsting on abolishing the hereditary right 
to th6 olfices held by the legists, the legists or commons re- 
taliated by demanding the retrenchment of pensions; and a 
struggle ensued between them. Savaron, an orator of elo- 
quenee in the tiere, exclaimed against the mercenary spiri 
of the noblesse, which, he said, mA fersaken the pursuit ot 
honor for the worship of the goddess Pecune, and bartered 
even its fidelity for a price. The nobles were indignant at 
this, and demanded an apolo^. De Mesme, another member 
of the tiers, was deputed to explain, and he made matters in- 
finitely worse. " France," said he, " had three children. — 
The clergy, if not the eldest bom, had at least, like Jacob, 
gotten the heritage and the blessing, and therefore were to 
be considered the eldest Next came the noblesse, the second 
eon: fieft, counties, and ccanmands, were its share. The 
youngest born was the commons, whose portion was the offices 
of the judicature. But," concluded the orator, "let not the 
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noblesse preeume too much over the (I'ei ; siiice it often 
happens, that the cadeta of a great femily restore to it thai 
honor and illustration, which has been thrown away hy tJie 
elder, brethren." 

The difference of interest between the states rendered theii 
meeting productive of no effect. The regent would vpiUngly 
lave reduced the pensbns of the great, and destroyed the 
aaufefie, or hereditary right of the legists to their offices ; but 
die feared to outrage the princes by the first, whilst uncertain 
of the support of the commons. Nothing accordingly was 
decided on. The cakiers or remonstrances of the states were 
presented, were smilingly received, and slept m the king's 
hands. The assembly was dissolved. The queen took her 
own inactivity and inability for prudence. It proved the con- 
trary. The party of the princes leagued with that of the 
legists, the union being eft^ted by the exertions and intrigues 
of the due de Bouillon. As the assembly of the states had 
proved an empty ceremony, all its advice and remonstrance 
being disregarded, the legists of the parliament were m'ged 
to put themselves forward as tlie popular representatives, and 
finish the work- that the states had vainly attempted. The 
chambers of parliament accordingly assembled, and began by 
summoning the ^reat peers to join them, and form a court of 
peers for taking mto consideratirai the afiairs of the kingdom. 
This bold act was the inspiration of de Bouillon. The court 
was terrified, and with good cause ; but the parliament itself 
was almost equally mtimidated by its own boldness, and showed 
but hesitatirai when the queen put forth her authority. Never- 
theless, the peers being forbidden to join the parliament, — an 
injunction that Conde had the weakness to obey, — the legists 
prepared their remonstrfaices; amongst which were not only 
all the demands of the states, but also a clahn, that no act of 
the king should have force unless freely registered by the par- 
liament, and that the parliament should have the right of sum- 
moning a court of peers and great officers, when occasion re- 
quired. These remonstrances they insisted on reading in 
C' lie before the youn^ king, who sliowed a iavorable and 
ign countenance, whilst t^t of the regent was convulsed 
with anger. But this bold attempt to put a check on the royal 
authority utterly failed : an edict of the king reproved the 
andacjty of the parliament; and the latter, who had been 
urged on -more by the intrigues of the princes than by any 
sonscientioiis or firm love of liberty and the public good, 
yielded puallanimously, when afiairs began to assume the ap- 
pearanceof anopenrupture. CondeactedpusillanimouslyaJso, 
in not declaring himself and taking his place in the parlia- 
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o-ent, J) which his secret promisea of eupport coulcl not im- 
part Kiifficient confidence. It ended by the court obtaining 
the upper hand, and in the coneeijuent revolt of Conde ; the 
quoen resolving, at the same time, to fulfil the project of the 
double marriage witJi SpBin. 

Mary of Medicis, with the young- king, set out for Hour 
deaux, lo niect his fiiture spouse. It was a military enterpriee 
rather than a nuptial proceesion, the court marching at the 
head of an army, whilst it was pursued by Conde with an 
equal force. Both sides avoided an action. The king arrived 
at Bourdeaux, dispatched his sister Elizabeth, who was Ui 
espouse the ii^nt of Spain, to tlie Pyrenees, and received in 
return Anne of Austria, a young and not unlovely princess of 
fifteen. The marriage was celetarated at Bourdeaux in Novem- 
ber, 1615. Louis xTlI . was now of age (the kin^ of France 
enjoy this privilege at fourteen), (he possession ot a wife gave 
him the consciousness of manhood ; and he began accordingly 
to feel and to express a will of tiia own, that disquieted and 
constrained the queen-mother, no longer regent. He had 
already chosen a fevorite, De Luynes, who of course excited 
his sovereign against the domineering queen, and her favorites, 
the marquis and marquise d'Ancre. Peeling her influence 
undermined, and humoring the impatience of the young monT 
arch and his queen, who fonged to visit Paris, she concluded 
a new accommodatbn with Conde, greatly to the advantage 
of that prince. He was ^owed to participate in the govern- 
ment, and to sign the decrees of the council The queen ob- 
jected to grantmg this power, but she was overruled by Vil- 
leroi, who observed, that this would put the prince always in 
the king's power, 1^ bringing him to the Louvre.' — " There is 
no danger," said he, " in trusting th# pen tc a hand, the arm 
of which you hold." The due de Longueville superseded the 
mareechal d'Ancre in the government of Picardy. The Hu- 
guenots, who had armed for Conde, had also their recompense. 
The court and loyal authority was, in iiict, at the feet of this 
young cliief of the noblesse. 

The queen-dowager saw the condition to which her weak- 
ness had reduced her. The mareschal d'Ancre was her only 
friend, and, from the general odium home to him, he proved 
more a weight than a support Anotlier coiuisellor indeed she 
had, a man attached both to Iier and d'Ancre, and who was 
well capacitated to coimsel her in this extremity. Tliia was 
Richelieu, bishop of Lu^on, who liad somewhat distmguished 
himself in the states-general of 1614. Mary was not awaie 
of the merit of this personage ; yet it may l^ve been W his 
bold counsel, that she ventured a stroke of policy, of boldness 
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unusual to her, in arresting Ojnde in the Louvre, and Bending 
him to the Baatite. The noblesse, his partisans, inslsjitly Am 
to raise their followers. The Parisian mob collected, and 
showed its humor by piltsgbg the hotel of tie marescl^ 
d'Ancre ; there, however, its fiiry subsided. The queen was 
viL-torious, and the fugitive partisruiB of Conde were reduced 
to impotent eschunations of vengeance and rage; Their cause, 
however, was not lost The young king had joined his mother 
in the project of gettii^ rid of Conde ; but in delivering hun- 
self from one master, Louis was mortified to find that he W 
given himself another. The mareschal d'Ancre now ruled 
uncontrolled at court and in council ; and the pride of Louis 
was even more hurt by the ascendency of the ^tstart Concini 
than by that of Conde. De Luynes, his favorite, and the young 
BoHes who composed his court, flattered the monarch's pride, 
and fanned his resentment. Mary of Medicls deemed this 
knot of striplings to be occupied in pleasure, whilst they 
meditated a plot. The arrest of Conde was a precedent and 
an example. Accordingly, as the mareschal d'Ancre was 
proceeding to the council-rfiamber in the Louvre, Vitri, cap- 
tain of the guard, stopped him by the king's order, and de- 
manded his sword. DAncre moved bis hand to his weapon, 
whether to draw or to surrender it never could be ascertained, 
for he received at the moment several pistol-shots, and instantly 
expired. Louis unmediatcly came forth, and declared himself 
to have ordered the deed, whilst the court hastened to aban- 
don the queen-mother, and to throw itself at the feet of the 
monarch, who had thus manifested his authority. The body 
of the murdered Concini was seized and torn in pieces by the 
populace. His wife, GraligM, marchioness of Ancre, was torn 
from her affectionate mistress, and sent to prison. 

The porititm of the queen-mother was mortilying and dis- 
tressing. She had been deceived by the boy-king ; stripped of 
her power ; of her dearest friends one had perished, the life of 
the other was menaced ; whilst of the band of courtiers, who so 
lately hung upon her smile, Richelieu alone evinced a deter 
mination to adhere to the fortunes of his mistress. Mary of 
Medicis besought an interview with her son. This fevor wa 
long denied. De Luynes feared a mother's influence over a 
being so young and so weak as Louis. Mary was allowed to 
retire to Blois, whither Richelieu accompanied ber. She saw 
her SMI at the moment of her departure. Louis was cold, 
and his mother in tears. She ventured to utter a word of 
intercession for her follower, Galigai, marchioness d'Ancre. 
The king's silence showed that the poor victim was not des- 
tined to be spared The unfortunate widow of Concini was 
IT._3 
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art," they asked her, "did yoiv acquire such influence o 
your -royal mjstresal" " Simply by that power which a strong 
mind ever has over a weak one," was iJie triumphant and 
well-known reply of Galigai. But her judges, alive only to 
the pernicious results of favoritism, were <feaf to reason aa 
to mercy, and condemned the raarchionesa d'Ancre to be be- 
headed and burnt as a sorceress ; a verdict that was soon after 
carried into effect in the Place de GrSve. 

This act of cruelty and vengeance did not deter a new 
fevorit* from springing up. The wealth aa well as the influ- 
ence of Cwnini fell to the diare of De Luynes, who was, 
however, neither a foreigner, nor so ra^ ajid avaricious as 
his predeceeaor. Louis XIII., from his very first moment of 
grasping power, showed the same incapacity of wieldmg it 
that ever distinguished him. The love of the chase was the 
only active qu^ity the young monarch seemed to have in- 
herited from his father Henry. De Luynes became hence 
sole roaster of the state. He found two parties aspiring to 
influence ; that of the prince (^CoDde,and that of the queen- 
mother. One was in prison, and the other exiled ; so that De 
Luynes ibund no difliculty in flattering and giving hopes alter- 
nately to both, whilst he permitted neither the liberation of the 
prince nor the return of Mary of Medicis. The body of the 
noblesse, who had flown to atms upon Conde's arrest, and who 
hod returned on learning Concini's (all, thought it a more 
serious step to rebel against the king than agamst his mother 
and her liivorite. The young court, too, had charms ; and the 
prince of Conde was now but ill supported by that aristocratic 
Dand that had shared his envy and hatred towards the ftmily 
of Ancre. 

Marj- of Medicis bore her disgrace with knpatience. For 
some time she lulled herself with the hope that Luynes was 
incere in his promises of allowing her return. Hie expected 
n vain ; and at length resolved to work her deliverance by 
eaguing with the fdnce rf Conde and her former enemies. 
»'hese intrigues caning to light, Richelieu, who was consid- 
ered to be the source of them, was ordered to quit Bbis, 
where the queen resided, and retire to his bishopric Sut 
Mary had already profited by the advice of this able counsel- 
lor. She kept up an active correspondence with the duke of 
Epemon, who was master of Metz, and through him with 
such of the nobihly as were envious of Luynes. Having by 
these means formed a party, Mary escaped by night from the 
thfttean cf Bloia: waa met by Epemon at the bead of an 
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armed hody of gentlemen ; and, retreating south, soon finind 
herself at the head of a party strong enough to defy her ene- 
mies. There cannot be p. stronger example of the overgrown 
power ofthe nobles, and of the manner in which they abeorbed 
tlie whrfe force of the crown, than the authori^ wielded hy 
Epemon at this time against his eovereign. The duke had 
no less than five governments, viz. the provinces of Stuntonge, 
Aoxerroia, the Lunouain, the Bourbonnois, and the three bish- 
oprics. Add to these Metz, the bulwark of the kingdom 
. adjoining Lorraine, and I/>ches, the strongest fortress of Tou- 
rame, wiich he held, together with the command of all the 
French infentry, as colonel-general ; and it can be no longer 
a wonder that the defection- of such a grandee should have 
immediately reduced Louis and his lavorite to treat with the 
queen-mother. 

Bicheiieu was recalled from hia diocese, and employed to 
effect an accommodation, which took place. Mary of Medicis 
was the principal gainer; she obtained the government of 
Anjou, and the towns of Angers, Chinon, and Pont-de-Ce, as 
fortresses of surety. The ktng promised to reelore Mary of 
Medicis to his confidence, and to her place at court But this 
was poetponed for the time. An interview took place betwixt 
I/)uis and his mother. A light remark on one ^e, answered 
by n cold compliment on the other, is all that is recorded of 
the meeting. " How your majesty has grown !" exclaimed 
Mary, "Grown for your service, madame," was the young 
monarch's reply. The queen-mother remained at Angers, 
whilst the court returned to Paris. Epemon received a writ- 
ten pardon for his rebellion, but otherwise derived no advan- 
tage from it ; a circumstance tijat caused him to be taxed with 
fbUy by his contemporaries. Disinterestedness was inconceiv- 
able to the age. As to Epemon, his grandeur, wealth, and 
commands, could scircely have supported an increase. 

The first step of Luynes, in order to counteract the revived 
patty of the queen-mother, was to liberate Conde from Vin- 
cennes. But his long captivity Bad secluded this prince from 
his ancient followers ; and Richelieu, who saw the object of 
Luynes, was able to succeed in not onfy drawing over the 
whole body of the noblesse to the queen-mother, but even in 
exciting the Huguenots to stir in her fiivor. These measures 
of Richelieu, who was at the same time amusing Lu^es by 
feigned friendship and communications, became ripe m 1630, 
when, upon a fresh refusal to admit Mary of Medicis to court, 
all the great nobles, who had most of them formerly conspired 
against her, row espoused her cause, and quitted the court. 
Almost all Fi tnce was in array against Louis and De Luynes. 
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Epe.-non armed his five govemmenta and nia many towns. 
Mary herself jras in Anjou. The due de Longueville held 
Normandy, Ihe due de Vendfime Britany, the count of Sois- 
mna Perche and Maine, the mareschal of Bois-dauphin had 
Poitou. De Retz, la Trembuille, Mayenne, R«uen, and Ne- 
mours, held the southern provinces hetwixt them, except Lan- 
guedoc, where Montmorency remained neuter. The Hugue- 
nots were also against the court, as was the due de RohB,n, 
their principal l«ider, and Rochelle, their chief town. Thi 
was owing to a decree issued by I.uynes, that the church lands ■ 
of Bearn, where Henry IV. had established Protestanlism, 
should be restored to the Catholic priesthood. Thus Riclie- 
lieu enlisted under the banners of his mistress these two great 
malcontent and independent powers in the monarchy, Ihe aris- 
tocracy and (he refcrraers, which it was afterwards the great 
aim and achievement of his policy to crush. In Ihus wielding 
them successfiilly against the monarch,. Richelieu became ac- 
quEunted with their danger, their strength, and their secret 
springs. 

Conde, however, inspired De Luynes this time with addi- 
tional vigor. The prince himself was excited to avenge his 
long confinement upon the queen-mother, who had caused it; 
and the king, therefore, was induced to mareh with an army, 
headed by Conde, to reduce the rebels. He was successful 
in Normandy ; the msurgente retired eren-where before the 
royal army, which tumal southward, and drove the queen 
fram even Angers, her principal fiatress. Luynes, cwitcnted 
with these advantages, showed himself willing to treat, as 
did Richelieu, who was somewhat disgusted by the want of 
alacrity and resolution evinced by the noblesse, his partiBans. 
Conde, however, pushed on the war ; and although a treaty 
was on the eve of being concluded, he attacked the forces of 
Mary's adherents, and put them to Ihe ront at Pont>de-Ce, 
This success, instead of breaking off negotiations, accelerated 
them ; for Luynes became . instanlJy jealous of Conde, and 
feared his predominance, if the queen-motiier should be com- 
pletely crushed. A, treaty was therefore concluded on sunilwr 
terms to the preceding one, with the important addition, that 
the king should become really reconciled to his mother, and 
that slie shouM reside at court Many doubts and accusations 
exist against the good fiiith of Richelieu in these transactions. 
The loss of Angers, and the defeat of Pont-de-Ce, were said 
to he arranged and allowed by him ; and it is more than proba- 
ble that, in disgust with the noblesEe, who were at once domi- 
neering to their friends and feeble towards their enemies 
Richelieu had conceived the project of reconciling Louis and 
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the queen-mother, as well ss their respective ti»vorit«s, De 
, LuyneB and himself; thus muting the scattered elements of 
the government, and enabling it to set its turbulent enemies 
at defiance. Richelieu, by this plan, hoped to secure to him- 
self a place in the council, where he felt confident he would 
soon rule such weak spirits as Louis, the igueen-mother, and 
De LujTies. But the latter had the sigacity to dread Riche- 
lieu's superiority. Although the bishop sedulously sought the 
favorite's friendship, and although an alliance took place 
betwixt their femilies, nevertheless Luynes persevered m his 
jealousy ; prevented, by his inliigues, the cardinal's bat stipu- 
tated for lUchelieu in the late treaty, and kept the doors of 
the council-chamber inexorably closed against him. 

Although Luynes had risen to power aa a mere fiivorite, he 
BtiU held it with a firmer hand than Concini; nor was he 
without the views or the sagacity of a slatesmah. Even pre- 
vious to his having- at court so able a prompter as Richelieu, 
he had anticipated the fiiture policy of tiiat minister in en- 
deavoring to crush the Huguenots. Luynes was determined 
upon restoring to the Catholic priesthood the church lands of 
Bearn, which had been in the hands of the Protestants since 
the days of Jeanne d'Albret. Louis was equtJly bent on res- 
cuing from heresy the native province of his fimily. After 
the treaty of Pont-de-Ce, Ihe king marched into Beam, and 
reduced not only the church lands to his will, but the little 

Sovince itself, the privileges of. which he annulled. The 
uguenots were of course mdignant and alarmed. This was 
not the only inlraction of the agreements made with thera. 
Favas, their deputy at court, declared that the government 
intended to reduce them altogether. They accordingly sum 
moned a general assembly of reform at Rochelle, despite the 
prohibition of the king ; and theu' consistory published a bol<. 
decree, dividing the Protestant regions of Trance into circles, 
afler the maimer of Germany, uniting aeain these circles in a 
general govenunent, and establishing the rules by which this 
government was to raise troops and taxes, to levy war, and 
exercise independent jurisdiction. The scheme was a direct 
imitation of the United Provinces of Holland. It manifested 
fiiUy the republican ideas and leanmgs of the Huguenots, and 
roused the court, and above all Richelieu, to crush them. 

An army was raised by Luynes. The command was given 
fo Lesdigui^res, a veteran soldier, a Hngueni^ indeed, but 
one who showed no disinclination to recant He was de' 
bauched, unprincipled, and mean enough to recommend Luy 
nes as fit to wield the constable's sword; a choice that the 
himself, despite his blind affection, was ashamed to 
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make. Although the noble Huguenots were displeased with 
tJie froTvatd coiwuct end republican principles of their party, 
Bevcrtheleea, the duke of Kohan took the command of their 
army in the aouiJi, whilst hia brother, the comte de Soubise, 
was placed at the head of that in Poitou. The royal army 
passed the Loire, and soon drove the Huguenots helbte it St 
Jean d'Angely, the principal ibrtresa belonging to BiDhan, wa 
besieged and taken, with Soubise in it. The Huguenot chiefe 
Bouillon, LaTremouille, Chatillon, submitted. Eichelle itself 
tremhled. The due de Bohan alone, who seemed to have in- 
herited the constancy and stubborn virtues of his fether-in- 
law Sully, remained hrm againet all the offers of Lujnes, and 
determined not to despair of the cause ; but tor him, indeed, 
reform would have been crushed at once in France. Owing 
to the imprudent conduct of the Rochelle assembly, and to 
their inopportune manijestation of rebellious designs and re- 
publican principles, at a tune when they could expect no aid 
from abrMd, not from the Catholic ncAlesae, the northern 
provinces of reform were in lact reduced, except Rochelle, 
in the neigliborhood of which the royal troops were busied in 
erecting a strong fcrt. The royal anny had marched into the 
south, entered Montpellier, and besieged Montauban, the con- 
quest of which would have decided ^e war. It was defended 
liy the marquis de la Force, a veteran Huguenot who had 
escaped the massacre of St Bartholomew's eve, whilst Rohan 
hovered in the vicinity. The resistance of Montauban proved 
successful- The roy^isls lost nearly half their £>rce beneatli 
its walls. Young Jlayenne perished amongst others. Not 
the least illustrious victim was De Luynes, who died, not in- 
deed in arms, but of a fever caused by the chagrin of defeat 
This check saved the Huguenots for the time, although it 
was counterbalanced by the ascendency of Guise in Poitou. 
The treaty was concluded in the following year at Montpel- 
lier, by which it was stipulated that affiiirs sliould be replaced 
as Uiey were before the war, new conquests restored, and new 
fortifications demolished. One point the king gained; tliis 
was, tJiat the Huguenots should no mote have a lay asEembly. 
A synod of ecclesiastics was alone allowed them ; thus obvi- 
ating the revival of that republican assembly at Rochelle, 
which had roused all the suspicions and energy of king and 
court The due de Rohan lost his government of Poitou, but 
was given Nismes in recompense for St Jean d'Angely. Le*. 
diguieres, who had by this time recanted and returned to the 
Catholic feith, was rewarded with the staff of constable. 
Louis, returning to bis capital, was welcomed as a'hera The 
two queens rivalled each other in the brilliancy of Hieir fSteik 
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But neither appknse nor pleasure could prevei t the king from 
relapsing into that elate of apathy wliich was natural lo hiin. 
Louis Xni. was as completely the Toi faineant oa were the 
last of the race of Clovis and Charlemagne. But times were 
altered ; the tree of royally had taken root, and stood as erect. 
when withered and saplese, aa when in spring and leaC 
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1634—1643: 

Armand no Plebsis dg Richeliev was bom in 1585. In- 
tended fbr the army, he was diverted ftam a military life 1^ 
the piety <rf hie brother, who abandoned his bishopric (£ Lnjon 
and became a monk. Richelieu stepped into his placa The 
pope, however, objected to a Wdiop of one-and-twenty ; and 
the young prelate was obliged to journey to Rome, wliere his 
talents and addrese soon overcame the ecinples of the liead 
of the church. In 1610 the bishop visited Paris, and began 
to court popularity by preaching ; a mode of eloquence and 
influence that emulation of dte Huguenot divines had njx^xtei. 
amongstthe Catholics. It was reform that thus produced a 
MasaiUon and a Bossnet. Richelieu, chosen member of the 
clergy in the states-general of 1614, became orator of that 
body, and spoke its address to the king, in which may lie re- 
marked a complaint, that tiiere wae (hen not a Mngie ecc!&- 
eiaatic ia the council. He interv^ied with succesa in the 
squabbles betwixt Uie diflerent orders, became taown to the 
queen-mother, and was ty her appointed grand almoner, a 
post which he sold to satis^' his debts. Thus Richelieu, like 
Ciesarj begMi his public career with a course of interested 
cxtravagaiice. Paying court to the mareschal d'Ancre, and 
attached to Maiy of Medicis, the gradual rise of bisinftienra 
has been seen. 

The state maxim of that day, the usual policy of weak 
minds, was to trim a middle course, to hold a balance betwixt 
contending parties, and allow none, if possible, to be wedomi- 
nant Such had been the rule of conduct tf Mary of Medici^ 
by which she perpetuated all the evils of the state, disunion, 
rebellion, and aristocratic independence. In this continued 
game of intrigue, this play of oetty motives and petty forces 
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every head and every thought was absorbed. There was nei- 
ther leisure nor elevation to afTocd views of foreign policy or 
public good. SelMi interests could be the only aim, mA these 
were so numerous, so universal, and so complicated, that it 
required the capacioue mind of genius to grasp, in conjunction 
with them, a patriotic or a public feeling. Such, however 
was the mmd of Richelieu : he at once towered over the 
heads of those dwarf statesmen of the court, and saw at a 
glance the evils that preyed upon France, end neutralized her 
power. To remove tliese, and elevate her to her rank amongst 
nations, was his instant conception. Henij IV. had effected 
this: he had raised the country to its just pre-eminence, and 
made it respected. But this he did merely by his personal 
character and ascendency ; he had not done it permanently : 
he led all the materials of dissension and insurrection in 
force. These were principally two, the independent noblesse, 
and the Huguenots. To overthrow and crush these, to tread 
them beneath the feet of the mraiarch, became Richelieu's 
first object; and towards tliis he marched through every diffi- 
culty, and shrunk from neither peril nor blood. He threw 
aside the trimming, the balancing policy that had hitherto 

Sirevailed, and adopted in its stead that bold, decided, straight- 
brward line of conduct, which suits a mind conscious of supe- 
riority and confident of force. 

Louis Xin. had been inspired by De Luynes with an aver 
sion for Richelieu. It was with great difficulty that Mary of 
Medicia obtwned for him in 1623 the cardinal's hat stipulated 
in a former treaty ; but all her ellbrts in procuring him ad- 
missiiin to the council were resisted. The marquis de la 
Vieuville was fevorite for the moment, end he strengthened 
the kuig's prejudices against the cardinal Mary was perse- 
vering ; and at length Louis yielded. He permitted Richelieu 
to take his seat at the council-table, but on the express con- 
dition that he was to be without office, and that he should not 
consider himself a minister. The cardinal expressed himself 
perfectly contented with this arrangement : he took his seat ; 
and the inefficacyof all the precautions taken against him 
soon appeared. They had bound the arms of a giant, who 
broke his bonds the instant that it pleased him to be free. 
From tlie first moment that HicheJieu spoke, his genius domi- 
nated; and the monarch himself, as well as I^ Vieuville, 
cowered beneath an ascendency that they found it vain to 
dispute. 

To secure tliis ascendency over the monarch, Richelieu 
Bcomed to make use of the same means which sufficed Vieu- 
lille and De Luynes. Instead of flattering Louis, and di^ec^ 
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big hira in the way of pleasure, the cardinal at first stiove tc 
awaken the young king- to a sense of the country's debase- 
ment, to its true interests, and its possible glory. He pointed 
out the turbulent disobedience of the great, the sedition of the 
Huguenot asseruMies, the wefikness of ministers, and the dis- 
order of the finfmces ; the consequent poverty and misery of 
he kingdom, as well as the decay of its influence and dignity 
n its relations with foreign potentates. He pointed to the 
nouse of Austria, daily increasing its strength and extending 
its territories, at that very moment triumphant fixan tlie con- 
quest of the Palatinate, ajid threatening to crush those Pro- 
testant slates of Germany which had defied the might of 
Charles V, Louis listened, and was excited, not indeed to 
take vigorous counsels himself, but to confide in a minister 
who had shown himself able to conceive and execute them. 

The chief object then coveted by the house of Austria wa» 
the possession of the Vaiteline, a strip of Alpine territory 
which might serve to connect the domini<Hi3 of that fiunily in 
Germany and in Italy. It had been in subjection to the Grisons, 
a Protestant race ; and Spain seized this pretext to conquer 
it in the name of the pope. France hod opposed this with 
the usual feebleness of her diplomacy. The first act of Riche- 
lieu was to cut short the negotiation, to defy both the pope 
and Spain, and to send an army under the mareschal d'Ea- 
trees mto the Vaiteline, which expeiled the Spaniards, and 
restored the r^ion to its ancient masters. 

Richelieu daied to diow the same bold front to the Hugue- 
nots at Uie same Ume. Determined on comfJetely reducing 
them, his first endeavor was to drive them from Pottou and 
Rochelle, where they could at al! times receive succors from 
England, and to circumscribe then- influence to the provinces 
of the soulJi-easL. It was with tliis view tliat the govem- 
monts of Nismes and 0zes were given to the due de Rohan, 
in exchange for those of SL Jean d'Angely and Poitou. By 
the last treaty all new fortifications were to be demolished; 
but Richelieu, on the contrary, kept Fort Louis, lately erected 
in the vicinity of Rochelle, in good order. He refused to 
evacuate Montpellier also; and the Huguenots were thus 
provoked to rehel. The cardinal at the same time deprived 
them of the aid of the English monarch, with whom he was 
negotiating the marriage of Henrietta of France, sister oF 
Louis. R<ian, and a great number of the Protestants, thought 
it rn this account imprudent to recommence war; but his 
impetuous brotlier, Soubise, made an attack on the port cf 
Blavet; seized some ships that were fitting out there; and, 
BBJIing thence, made a descent upon the Tde of Rhe. He 
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"/as defeated ; the Huguenots being neither decided nor pre- 
pared tor a general insurrection. The consequence of the 
rash attempt of Seubise was, that in the accommodation tliat 
ensued the royalists ]tei)t Fort Louis, merely promising not to 
annoy &om it the inhabitants or shipping of Bochelle. 

Richelieu here postponed hb deal™ of completely reducing 
the Huguenots. The conquest of Rochelle could alone do 
this effectually, and that required a large nayal force, as well 
aa such preparations of every kind as would insure success. 
Besid^ for the present, the cardinal was aware that he would 
soon have to encounter a court intrigue, a triumph over 
which was more requisite to establish his power, than even 
the subjugation of Rochelle. The marriage of the princess 
Henrietta with Charles of England, which had been desired 
by Richelieu, as securing the previous neutrality of the latter 
coimtry in a war agamst the Huguenots, had proved a source 
of difference rather than of ajjiance. The gallant Bucking- 
ham, who had come to demand and escort back the princess, 
had excited the jealousy of the cardinal. He had shown at 
the French court the sample of such a minister as the age 
esteemed; gay,- liberal, iiandsome, looking as well as wield- 
ing commatid. He h^ admired the young queen, and had 
boldly expressed his admiration. His friend, lord Holland, 
had paid court to the duchess de Chevreuse, the companion 
of the queen, and the most lovely woman of the time. Riche- 
lieu admired madame de Chevreuse, nay, by srane is said to 
Imve metended to the queen herself Whatever was the 
truth, Riciielieu and Buckingham conceived for each other a 
mutual hatred, which afterwards produced a rupture betwixt 
their respective sovereigns. And a strong pique at the same 
tune arose betwixt the cardinal and the queen. 

Another personage at court, now grown into importance, 
was Gaston duke of Orleans, kuther of the king. Louis was 
extremely jealous of him. A tutor, under whom the young 
duke improved and began to give promise of good conduct 
and maijy virtue, was superseded by a mere courtier, calcu- 
lated to give lessons in vice and dissipation. Omano, who 
succeeded this man, found the prince absorbed in pleasure 
and debased. He endeavored to rouse Gaston, hy explaining 
to him his tank, his hopes; and he did succeed in awakenmg 
bis arabitio]). The young duke of Orleans demanded to enter 
the council. Richelieu, then in the commencement of his 
influence, replied by banishing Omano for a time Gaston 
relapsed into dissipation, and seemed httle mclmed to give 
(imbrage or uneasiness to the government. 

Tbd wore) oart of fiadal tyranny was, tiat it mterfered 
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with tne private afiections of all men. Rielielieu, wielding 
the power of Louis Xin., was not content with commanding- 
the loyal submiBsion of the first prince of the blood. He 
thought proper to impose a wile upon him, nay, to chouse 
one. The lady selected was mademoiseiie de Montpensier, 
rich, lovely, allied to the crown, and heireBS of the house of 
Guise. . There could be no objection to such a bride, excep 
the compulsion that gave her. Gaston rebelled. The pro- 
jected marriage convulsed the entire court, and well-nigh 
the kingdom alsa 

Richelieu^B olgect was to provide an heir to the crown, 
which Louis seemed not destined long to wear. Aime of 
Austria, the httle queen, as she was called, to distingiiish her 
from the queen-mother, was on the other hand averse to Gas- 
ton's marriage ; and she joined the ftiends of the latter in 
endeavoring to thwart the carduial's plan. Omano had 
resumed his influence and gtation in the prince's house- 
hold ; and he it was who chiefly urged Gaston to resist 
Ornano was arrested. This increased the rage of the duke 
of Orleans; and at length a plot was entered into and 
approved by him, to get rid of the domineering HJchelieu in 
the same manner that d'Ancre had been removed. The car 
dinal then inhabited a country-house at Fleuiy; Gaston's 
servants were to betake themselves thither, under pretence 
that their master was about to honor Kichelieu on tliat day 
with Ms company to dinner, and the murder was to have 
taken place. Richelieu received warning. The count de 
Chalais, who was to have been the chief perpetrator, ventured 
to sound a trtend, who expressed at once a lively abhorrence 
of the attempt, and threatened to denoimce it Chalais 
became alarmed, and resolving to anticipate the mfermer, 
went himself to tiie cardinal, and made a disclosure. Gas- 
ton was astonished, in consequence, by the appearance of the 
cardmal in his apartment, on the morning appointed for the 
deed. "I am sorry," said Richelieu, smiluig, "your highness 
did not give me warning of your intention to make use of 
my residence. I shouM have been prepared. As it is, I 
awtndon it to your service." Having so said, Richelieu 
handed hissliirt to Gaston (one of the ceremonials of etiquette 
observed at a prince's levee) and then retired. 

The cardinal, not content with thus confounding his ene 
mies, was resolved to punish them, and intimidate others tsj 
their example. By probing 'Cbalais ind his fiuaily, it was 
discovered that the nobles, upon whoso aid Gaston reckoned, 
were the due de Venddme and his brother the grand prior, 
iilegitunate sons of Henry IV. The firnner was governor of 
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Britany. Richelieu, dissembling his suspicions, enticed them 
to repair to the court at Blois, where both wore instantly 
arrested. The imprisonnient of all his friends, and the dan- 
ger of some, would have roused to serious resistance a prince 
of more energy ftan Gaston. The young duke was not 
wanting in indignation ; but Richelieu had propossessed the 
monarch's mind, and had taught Louis to believe that his 
royal life had been aimed at as well as his minister's; that the 
young queen, Anne of Austria, was privy to the plot ; and 
that she was to have married the duke of Orleans oa hia 
accession to the throne, These accusations hardened and 
enraged the mind of Louis XIIL Gaston, in the power of 
the court, was forced to espouse mademoiselle de Montpen- 
sier ; the count de Chaliis perished on the scaffold ; tlie queen 
was publicly reproached by her husband with having sought 
a second marriage, tb which she indignantly replied, "ITiat 
there was not so much to be gained by tlie change." Her 
friend, madame de Chevreuse, was banished from court. 
Thus Richelieu, triumphant over hia foes, amongst whom the 
queen and the king's brother were numbered, showed how 
fatal it was to provoke his enmity, how fruitiess to resist his 

No sooner had this storm blown over, than another assailed 
the cuiiinal, from England. The dismissal of some ecclesi- 
astics attached to queen Henrietta had caused Bassompierre 
to be sent to London. Buckingham proposed to proceed him- 
self to Paris, and conduct negotiations for an alliance : the 
duke was moved by a desire to re-behold the queen, Anne of 
Austria, the object of his admiration. By humorii^ the gal- 
lant whim of the British minister, Richelieu might have 
secured the friendship of England, most valuable whilst 
Rochelle remained in the power of the Huguenots ; but the 
cardinal, himself enamored of the queen, at least detesting 
Buckingham and his pretensions, peremptorily forbade the 
proposed visit of the latter to Paris. " I will see the queen 
in his despite !" exclaimed the duke. The first pretext for 
reaking with Prance, and of thwarting its proud minister 
was hence seized by Buckingham. Soubise was tlien in 
London, smarting from his recent defeat, and from the 
thought that his rash expedition against Blavet and the Isle 
of ifie had- enfeebled the Protestant power. The Catholics 
and royalists had taken that opportunity to forljfy themselves 
in tlie isle, whith blockaded and menaced Rochelle. Soubise 
urged BuokingI am to break with Franco, to openly uphold 
the Huguenots, and to comraence the war by driving their 
enemies trora the Isle of Rhe. The headlong Buckmgharo 



flung iiiniBelf and tlie country into the scheme, and fitted out 
an expedition, of which he took the command himselfl Nei- 
ther Soubise nor the duke bad tarried for the necessary pre- 
liininaiy of consulting the Huguenots. The inhabitants of 
Gochelle were in doubt and suspense on beholding the Eng- 
lish fleet, and by neither opposing nor supporting it. they 
affected to observe a. kind of neutiMity. Buckingham landed 
in the isle of Rhe : iiiept as rash, he tulowed the commander 
of its only fortress time to strengthen himself; he undertook 
the siege, which lingered unsuccctsfnlly and ingloriously. 
The royal army approached itochelle ; the kin^ himself and 
Richelieu were in lis ranks. The neutrality and forbearance 
affected by the town were disregarded by the cardinal, who 
ordered it to be instantly invested; whilst a reinforcement 
dispatched to llie Isle of Rhe kept Buckingham in check, and 
converted the besiegers into the besieged. It was then that 
tiie Rochellois exhausted their store of proviaons, of which 
they were soon to stand in need, by supplying the English. 
Their effiirts served no purpose ; Buckingham evacuated Ihe 
island, and sailed for England. 

Richelieu then tiu'ned all his efibrts to reduce the Hugue- 
not strong-held. For this purpose he imagined to throw a 
mole across the harbor, so as to shut out all succor. This 
gigantic attempt he commenced on the last day of November, 
flius braving all the elements. A winter's storm scattered in 
one nig^t the mass of his labors ; the only tliought of Riche- 
lieu was to recommence. He had taken the idea from a 
similar attempt of Alexander to shut up the harbor of Tyre ; 
but here was the ebbbg and flowing ocean to contend with, 
in lieu of the still waters of the Mediterranean. Richelieu, 
with the volume of Quintus Curtius in his hand, directed the 
works, overruled the objections of the engineers, and the 
jealousies of commanders. The latter dreaded the ascend- 
ency of Richelieu, should he prove victorious. "We shall 
be mad enough to take Rochellc," said mareschal Bassom- 
pierre. In despite of all tliese obstacles, the mole was ter- 
minated; the Englbh fleet, which arrived in spring with 
auccois, came merely to recognize the impossibility of pene- 
trating into the harbor, and then retired. The bcsiegiid, 
already wasted by fimine, watched with despair the retiring 
Bails ctr their alli&s; still tliey refused to surrender. England 
surely, said they, will not abandon us, will not forsake the 
cause of reform; which, if Rochelle be subdued, must inev- 
itably peri^ in France. The feelings of the English nation 
were indeed with the brave Rochellois. Buckingham was 
ft'mut to lead a powerful expedition to their aid, when he fel' 
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by the hand of Felton ; the expedition sailed, nevertheless, 
came in sight of the bcleagured town ; and that was nJi. 
Attempts to hreak through the mole were found impractica- 
ble : and, after a fruitlees cannonade, RochcUe was abandoned 
to its &te ; a melancholy example how insecure and treacher- 
ous is foreign aid. Ifcd Rochelle been left to itself been 
iinexcited by Suckinglumi, she would not have commenced 
war until prepared for it, or until the encroachments of Riche- 
lieu had roused the Huguenots to arm and take the field, o 



and Reform, that in France had fought so many battles, and 
survived bo many defeats, fell almost ignorainiously before the 
arm of a churchman. 

Richelieu, however, was not a bigot: he showed himself 
clement towards Rochelle : there was no vengeance taJien 
no victims sacrificed. The town lost its independence, which 
was, indeed, incompatible with the idea of sovereignty; but 
its worship and its religious opinions were left free ; " the 
only 'avowed and open toleration," says Hume, "which at 
that time was granted in any European kingdom." Rochelle 
surrendered on the 28th of November, 16^. In a few days 
after, the sea broke through the mole and opened the harbor; 
an event that, to superstitious minds, proved the great good 
fortune of the minister, and the favor shown by Providence 
to his cause and his designs. 

No sooner had tbe French monarchy thus got the better of 
its domestic enemies, than an opportunity was presented for 
measuring its power with Spain and the house of Austria, its 
great European rival The duke of Nevers, having married 
the daughter and heiress of the duke of Mantua, succeeded 
to his dominions: Spain opposed the establishment of a French 
princfl in Italy, and disputed the succession. Oiivarez, the 
Spani^ minister, had recourse to arms : the duke of Nevera 
«hut himself up in Casal, and sent to claim the aid of Louii 
XIIL Great debates ensued in council, whether the duke 
should be supported or abandoned, and Richelieu was fore- 
most of those who insisted on a bold and warlike policy. 

He was opposed by the queen-mother, and for selfish rea- 
sons, which we must explain. The wife of Gaston, duke o.' 
Orleans, had expired, in giving birth to a daughter, who was 
afterwards the celebrated mademoiselle de Montpensier. 
Mary of Medicis, anxious to see heirs to the throne descended 
from her, and despairing of offspring from the king, turned 
her exertions to re-mairy Gaston : ^e fixed upon a Floren- 
tine princeHs, one of her own blood ; but the widower prince 
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had alresidy given his preference to Mary of Gonzftga, daugh- 
ter of the duke of Nevers: hence the hatred of the queeit- 
mother to the duke-of Nevers and hia cause. RicheUeu, in 
his lofty and patriotic views, despised the petty motives of 
Mary of Medicis ; and, though he endeavored to soothe her 
anger, ur^ed the king to war. Mary was indignant that th 
minister whom ^e had raised should prove disobedient, an 
she vowed vengeance; hence arose the feud betwixt Riche 
lieu and the queen-mother. The cardinars advice prevailed 
The army was ordered 1# march into Italy to the relief oi 
Casal: Gaston was at first appointed to the command; but 
Louis, in a fit of jealousy against his brotlier, crossed the 
Alps as his own general, delivered the duke of Nevers and 
Mantua from the siege of the Spaniard, and compelled his 
recognition by that power. 

Thus was Richelieu's triumph complete. The army, on its 
return ftora Italy, completed the defeat of those Huguenots 
who still remained hi arms, and utterly annihilated them as 
en independent party. Peace was at the same time con- 
cluded with them and with England. But nothing could 
soothe the resentment of the queen-mother. Unable as yet 
to strike Richelieu, she wreaked her vengeance upon Mary 
of Gonzaga, daughter of the duke of Nevers, whom the duke 
of Orleans persisted in seeking to espouse. Siie caused the 
un&rtunate princess to be seized, and immured in the Bastile: 
an order from the king released her, a fresh mortification 
which Mary attributed to Richelieu. Shut up m her palace 
of the Luxembourg, this queen brooded over the ingratitude, 
the wrongs, she experienced from the cardinal. A weak, 
selfish woman, she could not comprehend how great public 
motives could come into competition with private interests 
and obligations. The chief confidant of her hate was Mari!- 
lac, chancellor and finance minister, and his brother, who was 
mawrfia] of France. They took Richelieu for an ordinary 
minister ; and hoped, by the usual means of court intrigue, 
to remove and supersede him. On the king's return to Paris, 
Mary made trial of her influence. She commenced hostili- 
ties with the cardinal Iw a step certainly neither unjust nor 
arrogant. Richelieu held the office of superintendent of her 
household : she sought to displace him ; but Richelieu, who 
had no raoderatbn in his despotic ideas, determmed to keep 
the pdace, and, by the king's express interference, did so; 
thus reserving the command of the domestic servants of his 
eiieiny, and that enemy a queen : — one instance, which shows 
that feudal despotism can be even more tyrannical and absiira 
than it» oriental rival 
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The late pacification of the quftrrel in the north of Italy, 
proved but momentary. No sooner was the royal army with- 
drawn, than tlie duke of Savoy displayed hia old hatred to 
France. A Spanish force under Spinola invaded the duchy 
of Mantua, and again laid siege to CasaL The resolutbn of 
Richelieu was instantaneous to march another army to the 
Alps. The cardinal had been just declared prime minister; 
he now assumed the title of generalissimo (a word by the by 
of hia own special invention), and at the heul of 40,(H)0 men, 
armeJ with superb cuirass and sword, a page hearing by his 
side a plumed casque, the prelate-warrior advanced to hum- 
ble the jiriiie of Austria- Louis followed in hia minister's 
puite, as did the queen-mother, who now determined to keep 
near her son, and to make use of every opportunity to under- 
mine the great usurper of authority. At first the war proved 
successfiil; Pignerol was taken; the due de Montmorency 
defeated the enemy in action ; but to Buccor Mantua required 
concentrated force, as well as the undistracted attentions of 
the minister and leader. The king fell dangerously ill at 
Lyons; Richelieu had reason to tremble for his personal 
eaiety. The monarch, on his bed of sickness, showed a gen- 
erous solicitude for the safety of his mmister. " Should I 
expire," said Louis to Montmorency, " do you promise me to 
protect the cardinal of Richelieu to a place of safety." Mont- 
morency promised. Louis, however, recovered ; but it was 
too late to prosecute the war with vigor. MariJkc, who had 
commanded during the illness and ^e occupation of Riche- 
lieu, had held back, owing, it was said, to the traitorous 
wishes of the queen-mother. Mantua, the duke's capital, 
was taken by storm and pillaged ; and Casal was surrendered, 
after a long defence, by the brave Thoyras. The powerful 
diversion, caused by the arms of Gustavus Adolphua in Ger- 
many, alone saved France and Richelieu at this tiine from the 
disgrace of a dishonorable peace, mcluding the loss of Man- 
tua to the duke their ally. The pope interfered, and negoti- 
ated a treaty : his envoy on the occasion was Giulio Mazarini, 
a name afterwards femous. He diowed himself most active, 
and at one time personally interfered betwixt the French and 
Spaniards, who, on account of a douMful interpretation of a 
certain article of the treaty, were about to proceed to fresli 
hostilities. After all the ill success of the campaign, Mantua 
and Montserrat were ceded by the emperor to the duke of 
Nevera. 

The termination of war was the commencement of new 
perils for Richelieu. He foresaw the fresh efforts of his ene- 
mies, and on the return of the court to Paris, he used ali the 
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;s of hia addresB to avert and conciliate the reeent- 
it of tJio queen-mother. She dissembled, and did not for- 
give. IjCHgued with the Mariliace, and favored by many of 
Die nobility, Mary labored to overturn the minister, who 
defended, himself with firmneBs and adroilness. Ixiuis XIII. 
was of a feeble mind, still raoro enfeebled by b weak temper- 
ament and languid constitutioa Resolution was a state abovo 
his poweia ; it was to him an imnatUTal tension, menacing at 
each instant a relapse. Despite of this, ho was clear-eighted. 
He loved France, was alive to its glory and prosperity, and 
saw tliat it required the strong band of Richelieu to govern 
tjid to guide. Ho did not love the minister, indeed ; and it 
was thus, the more to his credit that he nplield him from a 
sense of his talents and utility. When Mary poured into his 
ear complaints against the cardinal's insolence, against hie 
tyranny and domineering ambition, Louis allowed that she 
was right He acquiesced ; and tiie queen-mother argued 
from this passive assent, that the king shared her aversion 
and her views against the minister. She would hurry home 
to her palace of the Luxembourg after such interviews, and 
CMifidentiy assure her followers that her ascendency was 
complete, that the fill of Richelieu was near. By that hour, 
however, Richelieu was closeted with the monarch, was 
unfo]duig to him bis high and masterly views of policy, was 
exposing the selfish manceuvres of Mary of Medicis ; and had 
at lengui gained in his turn such complete ascendency, that 
the feeble lauis would not only assent, but kindle up for the 
moment with warmth and friendship towards his minister, 
and then, in confidence, betray the very secrets of his 
mother's converse with him. Richelieu wius drew from a 
certain source the hopes, the plans, and the names of his 



This is the story of the fanious Z)oy of Dupes, the 11th of 
November, 1630. In an interview with his motlier, Louis, 
assenting to the justice of all her complaints arainst the car 
dinol, had proposed that his niece first, and then Richelieu 
himself should come publicly and ask pardon of Mary at the 
Luxembourg. The king intended this as a measure of ccili- 
ciliation. The queen accepted it for the sake of seeing her 
enemy humbled. Accordingly, on the appointed day, Madame 
de Combalet, the cardinal's niece, entered, and flung herself 
at the feet of Maiy. imploring her forgiveness. The latter, 
instead of preserving the dialain that suited her purpose, or 
of assuming the air of forgiveness that the king desired, was 
unable to contain her temper, and burst (brlh in invectives 
Tii.Tiinst the suppliant lady. Madame de Combalet retreatetl 
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terrified and in tears. ThB cardinal himself succeeded, 
equally suppliant, and was received by the same volley of 
coarse vituperation. Louis XIII. scrupulous in his ideas of 
dignity and delicacy, slioclted at the conduct of his mother, 
took tlie part of h's minister, and reproved her ; but at the 
same time bade Richelieu, in the same tone of anger, lo 
retire. The court remained uncertain ae to the issue of this 
scene. Richelieu felt himselfi or aflected to feel himselt; 
disgraced. Ha made preparations for leaving the kingdom 
whilst Mary of Medicis at the Luxembourg gave fijll scope to 
her exultations, and was surrounded by crowds of courtiers 
who welcomed her return to inflnenca Louis in the mean 
time had retired to Verswlles,* wearied and- sick of these 
squabbles. He held to his mother by filial affection, to the 
cardinal by a sense of the absolute necessity of his services. 
Still he was in doubt; when a word of one of his attendants; 
St. Simon, in behalf of the minister, turned the scale in lavoi 
of the latter. Richelieu's brother, the cardinal lavalette, 
was summoned to the royal presence. Richelieu himself was 
commanded to repair thither, when Louis assured him of his 
support against every enemy. The news of the cardinal's 
being wit£ the king at Versailles, fell like a thunderbolt on 
the Luxembourg. Exultation ceased. The crowd of eour- 
tiery slunk away, and hurried with servile speed to reiterate 
their assurances of devotion to Richelieu. Mary remained 
mortified. She and her friends were the dupes. Marillac 
die chancellor was arrested. His brother, the mareschal, 
sufiered at the head of his army the same di^jace. The 
duke of Orleajia was obliged to humble hunseff before the 
cardinal ; and even the young queen, Anne of Austria, was 
punished by the exile of several of her companions. 

The popular feeling was nevertheless against Richelieu 
and in lavor of Mary of Medicis, whose munificence and 
fISte-loving habits had won the good-will of the Parisians. 
This had no small weight in detaining the king at St. Ger- 
main, where he held his court, and where the two queens 
appeared, although Louis scarcely spoke to them. Maiy bore 
disgrace and contempt with impatience ; but she could now 
fiud no one hardy enough to brave the cardinal and espouse 
her quarrel, except Gaston, her second son, the rash and weak 
duke of Orleans. The prince imagined a singular mode of 

* II was Lonia XIII. who comniencFil Ibe cb£leau of VRnaillea. Me had 
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vengeance. Accompanied by a body of younj md armed 
companiona, he entered the cardinal's pakce, canie rudely 
into his presence, and apostrophized him in a rough and men- 
acing epeech. After this bootless outrage, Gaston retired, 
left the capital, and proceeded to levy troops in the provinces. 
Louis, on learning this sally of his brother, whom he pecu- 
liarly disliked, took up the cause of his minister more 
warmly ; and attributing, not unjustly, iJie turbulence of Gas- 
ton to flieir mother, he openly reproached her, and warned 
her to become reconciled to RicheUeu. Mary would not 
abandon her bate ; and monarch and minister were obliged to 
proceed to extremities. It required much address to bring 
the king to this poult, and Richelieu was only enabled U 
reconcile Louis to use harsh measures towards his parent bj 
means of the confessors whom he himself had provided fbi 
his master. These smoothed away the difficulties presented 
by the king's conscience, or rather by his filial habits ; and 
the queen-mother was arrested at Compiegne, After this 
decisive step, some months passed in vain attempts at accom- 
modation : but the ultimate restilt was Che fiight of Gaston 
and of Mary of Medicis out of the kingdom. The latter 
retired to Brussels. Thus Richelieu came triumphant from 
the second struggle. Baasompierre was sent to the Bastile , 
the duke of Guise was deprived of his office of admiral, and 
went on a pilgrimage to Rome. Even the proud and veteran 
Epemon was obliged to crave for pardon. The parliament 
objected to an ordmance of the king, declarmg the partisans 
of Gaston guilty of high treason. They rightly argued, that 
5uch a condemnation could not be issued without trial, or by 
other than a judge. But even from this juat position they 
were compelled to recede. They were summoned to the 
lyjuvre ; their edict of objectbn cancelled in the presence of 
Ixiuis and liis minister, and the obnoxious orditjance regis- 
tered in its stead. Richelieu showed a still more culpable 
contempt for the forms of justice, in the trial of the marescna. 
de Marillac. He was brought before a commission, which 
sat in the cardinal's country-house at Rue!, accused of a long 
list of crimes, of all save his true fault of conspiring wilh 
Mury of Medicis. Bemg convicted, he was beh^ed in the 
Place de Greve. 

Marilkc was the second victim sacrificed to the supremacy 
af the minister. The desire of vengeance and of blood grows, 
like other criminal tastes, upon those who indulge and epratify 
it i and Richelieu stained deeply his high reputatioa Hitherto 
the nobility bore the tyrannic ascendency of the cardinal with 
jealousy and impatience. They saw plainly that his deagu'.. 
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wero directed ag^iiiEt their power and independence. StiU, 
from want of union, and irom tlie alsence of a spirit amongst 
them capable of coping with their great enemy, the3f held 
back in tremhling, thoug'h indignant submission, looked on 
while their chauis were preparing, and even aided to forge 
them. Thus they liad helped to put down the Huguenots, 
ever the main stay of rebellion. They then, when too late, 
sought to intrigue with Mary of Medicis against the cardinal. 
The trial of Marillac, not by his peers but by a mock commis- 
sion, and the execution of tiiat marshal on no grounds save 
enmity to the minister, filled all the noblesse wilE fresh indig-- 
nation and alarm. And one who, ftom birth and position, 
might weil take the lead of the high-born of Fiance in this 
its cause, declared himself unhesitatuigly on this occasion. 

The duke de Montmorency was governor of Provence. He 
had distinguished himself in the Italian war; had never been 
foremost to complain or to intrigue ; but, like his ftmily. had 
been remarked for moderate and independent principles; 
tolerant though orthodox in religion ; a Joyal sutgect, though 
no fawning courtier. In tlie Idng'a extrrane illness, he had 
given his word to protect the mmister, and Richelieu had 
other causes of gratitude. But Montmorency was now indig- 
nant at the insuE offered to his rank in the person of Marillac. 
He felt it equally a shame that the kmg's brother, lie son of 
Henri Quatre, ^ould be driven into exile by the enmity rf 
an upstart: minister. Ciaston had fied to Lorraine, and there 
passed his time in the wooing and espousal of the duke's 
daughter. Richelieu advanced to Lorraine, and Gaston was 
obliged to fly. He applied to Montmorency fhr protection and 
support, and the duke was both impriident and generous 
enough to grant it. This could be done with arms alone. The 
dukes of Orleans and Montmorency therefore raised a little 
army, caiitgned themselves in Languedoc, and resolved to 
fight the royal forces, which under Schomberg advanced 
against them. It appears that the population of the south 
looked with dis&vor on the enterprise of the dukes, either in 
dread of Richelieu's power and vengeance, or in dislike of the 
aristocratic cause. "The issue of the rebellion was decided in 
a sldtmish at Casflenaudari, where Montmorency, at the head 
of 500 followers, charged the royalists, and was unhorsed and 
taken prisoner, owing to his imprudent valor. The news of 
his capture dispersed his army, and left Gaston no resource 
but to join bis mother at Brussels. 

It was now in the power of Richelieu to giv^an example 
of his moderation. In pa doning Montmorency, he would 
have gained many hearts lor would his (tower have been 
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less formidable. Gustoneven promised to submit, if his gener- 
ous protector was spared; but Richelieu was inexorable; he 
knew what would be his own fkte if overthrown. He recol- 
lected the fall of Ancre, of every fevorite and minister, whom 
the nobles had overtJirown ; and-private reasons of vindictive- 
ncss concurred with the wish of making' a, striking example 
and by the death of Montmorency giving the same Balutary 
warning to his order as the execution of Biron had proved in 
the last leign. Richelieu had the power of coimnunicating 
his own firmness to Uie king. Louis resisted the supplications 
of all the nobles of his court, of the princess of Conde, Mont- 
morency's sister, and even the clamors of the mob, who cried 
under die windows of the Louvre for mercy. The raoreschal 
de Chatillon begged the king to show himself to the people, 
and to grant to their prayers the life of the first noble of the 
land. " Should I obey the sug^tiona of t!ie rabble, I should 
not act as a king," replied Louis, displaying that extreme of 
monarchic arrogance which his posterity so deeply cherished 
and so dearly expiated; The kin^om's safety might have 
been an excuse for cruelty, — the pnde of the monarch none, 

Montmorency owned his crime, and promised to redeem 
the disloyalty of a moment by devoting his after-life to the 
king ; but he made no mean submissions. In passu^ to the 
place of execution, he regarded the statue of Henry Vf. with 
emotion. He was the godson of that monarch, who knew 
how to unite clemency with firmness. But shaking off 
thoughts of the past, he pointed onward to the scaffold, which 
he said was the surest r(«d to hsaven. In him perished the 
last of the lineal descendants of the great constable, the most 
illustrious of which were still said to be only the younger 
branch of that noble femily. 

Whilst Richelieu was thus reducing the party of the noHesse, 
and the princes of the blood, of old so formidable to the crown, 
his negotiations excited fresh enemies to the house of Austria, 
The imprudent bigotiy of the emperor Ferdinand, in attempt- 
ing to restore to ijie Catholics the church property appropri- 
ated at the Reformation by the Protestants, roused the whole 
body of the latter in a league against him. Richelieu sup- 
ported the Protestants, as Francis L had done before, and at 
length found out and raised a potent leader and auxiliary for 
them in the celebrated Guslavus Adolphus, king of Swedea 
Whilst Louis Xni. was on the bordera of Lorraine, in pur 
suit of his fugitive brother, Gustavus was quartered not far 
from the Rhine, afler his victory of Leipsic Richelieu invited 
lUe Swedish monarch to an interview with himself. Gustaviis, 
nowever, was too proud to meet any personage less than a 
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monarch ; and the cnrdinal feared lest Ihe presence of a war- 
like and renowned prince might excite the jealouqr of iiouis, 
or disturb hia own ascendency. Gustavua continued to lium- 
ble the party of Austria, until the hero of Sweden, a few 
weeks after the death of Mentmorency, fell in the arms of 
victory at Lutaen. Richelieu still upheld hia alliance with 
Sweden and the Protestant powers; and thus keepings the 
force of Austria employed, he was enaUed to effect his next 
ambitioua project, which was the occupation of Lorraine. 

That provmce was in its origin feudatory to the empire, 
and was totally independent of France, except that from 
vicinity and interest its dukes were far more French than 
German. The Guises had drawn these ties closer. And now 
that the duke of'IiDrraine had harbored the duke of Orlp-ans, 
and, a^Dst the king's consent, had given him his daugnter 
Margaret in marriage, the latter had reason or pretext for 
anger. Richelieu, as usual, caused an army, with the king at 
its head, to march to Lorraine. The duke was akrmed, and 
sought to parry the attack by offering to espouse madame de 
Comhalet, niece of the cardinal ; but Richelieu refused to 
sacrifice the interests of llie state to the aggrandizement of 
his family. Perhaps he saw in the offer a trap laid for him. 
Lorraine was invaded ; and Nancy, its capital, besieged. The 
duchess of Orleans contrived to escape from it to Brussels ; 
but Nancy fell mto the power of the king. In vain did the 
duke negotiate, and make submissions ; equally in vain did he 
resign his duchy in favor of his brother. 'Hie capital and 
fortresses were held in firm possession by Richelieu. 

Here fell another noble, or rather an independent prince, 
from having espoused the quarrel of the duke of Orleans. 
Whilst the queen-mother gave signs of 'increased exasperation, 
Ire suborning an attempt to carry off the cardinal's niece, 
Gaston began to be weary of exile. His ftivorife, Puylaurens, 
who had chief influence with him, was sti!! more anxious ; 
and Richelieu offered great advantages to the latter, if he 
would induce the prince to submit. Gaston at !ength did so, 
quitted Brussels abruptly, and repaired to Paris, where he 
was graciously and splendidly received. Puylaurens received 
the twnd of the cardinal's niece, and was created due d'Aiguil 
Ion ibr his services. But Richelieu was a dangerous friend, 
except to an all-devoted servant. He sought to break Gaston's 
marriage ; and Gaston vras obstinate in resisting. The car- 
dinal laid the blame on the new duke d'Aiguillon, and with- 
out fiuther pretext arrested and shut him up in the Baslile, 
where he soon after perished. Gaston was, as usual, enraged ; 
and, as usual, allowed his rage to evaporate in vain menaces, 
and in vainer enterprises. 
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Richelieu, victorious over every enemy, had now reached 
Ihe height of power. . No longer occupiM with climbing, or 
distroctct! by the task of keeping his Buperemioent position, 
he had ieisure ta look around and before him. The career 
which he had run, his private fortune and public achieve- 
ments, had been such as might' content the moat soaring 
ambition ; but the cardinal's avnricc of fiime was insatiahle. 
In every direction, in every path, he sought it. The navy of 
Franco was re-created by him ; commerce and industry re- 
awoke at his call ; and, except ijie noblesse, vrfioee pride and 
power he blamed, all olher classes seem to have started to 
fresh life beneath hia sway. With all this care, this ubiquity 
of purpose and exertion, ike minister was not the mere slave 
of office. He had the leisure end the power to shake off the 
calculations and daik thoughts of policy, and, adopting the 
recreations of the time, to act the gallaiif and the courtier. 
Thus greedy of the petty hut flatteruig distincticaiB of wivale 
life, as well as of the greater honors of the statesman, Riche- 
lieu could not be blind to future feme. He had, in feet, tbegene- 
ntl characteristic of genius, — he. was endowed with the 
instinct of unmortality ; and he sought it, where indeed it 
was not yet found, in his country's literature. This was yet 
to be called into existence ; and Richelieu has all the honor 
of that act He collected the tajent and taste of the capital 



In the realm of critician, the cardinal sought tc 
iJespotic as in that of state policy. He cranpelled his new 
doctors to censure the Cid cf Comeille : but taste he found 
to bo more stubbom Han politics; and the minister who over 
came princes could not crush the fame of a poet 

These formed Richelieu's minor cares, the play and relax- 
ation of his power. Sterner projects filled his mind. The 
nobles checked, the Huguenot power destroyed, it remained 
to abase still lower the house of Austria, and to extend the 
territories of Frajice at its expense. To make the Rhine tJie 
limit of the empire was the darling aim of Richelieu, as of 
Henry IV. Giistavus Adolphus and the Protestant princes 
of Germany had hitherto been instruments in Richelieu's 
hand to effect or further this; but, since the death of the king 
of Sweden, the emperor had recovered hie superiority, ban 
defeated the Swedes, and reduced his enemies. It behoved 
Prance no longer to confine her efforts to negotiation ; but to 
draw the sword, if she wished to preserve her ascendency or 
td prosecute her political schemes. She demanded certain 
advaatages for thus declaring herself; and neither Sweden 
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nor the malcontent Germans were backward in paying the 
price. Oxenstiem, the Swedish chancellor, ceded the fortress 
of Philipsburg to France. The league of Protestants put the 
entire of Alsace and its important fortresses under her pro- 
tectJon. . Lorraine was already occupied ; and now Bicbelieu 
pushed northwards, and ^rnsoned Treves, forming, at the 
same time, a defensive alliance with Holland. Spain, mformed 
of this treoty, sent an expedition to surprise the town of 
Treves; and war was in consequence declared by France 
ugainst the emperor and the king of Spain, in the commence- 
ment of 1635. A herald was sent to Brussels to announce 
it ; the last time that this species of feudal etiquette was 



Richelieu, the destroyer of the Huguenots, was thus leagued 
ivitli the Protestant powers of Europe against its Catholic 
princes ; a clear proof that his principles were politic, not 
bigoted. This war, which lasted thirteen years against the 
emperor, and twenty-live against Spain, produced little glory- 
to the minister, at least from its victories, and has brought as 
little interest to history. It is marked hy as much want of 
spirit as of talent. Yet the thirty years' war in Germany, 
then drawing to its close, was marked with both. But reli- 
gious differences had given ferocity to this war, which was 
carried on in the heart of Germany, and which put daily at 
stake the fete of kingdoms, capitals, and creeds. On the 
contrary, the war which we enter on was merely an extended 
line of frontier skirmishes, idle sieges, and fitful expeditions, 
in which Richelieu had the advantage, not ftom military but 
ministerial superiority. His vigorous administration enabled 
France to bear the expense and weightef the war, whilst Ihe 
house of Austria, from the bad husbandry of more immense 
resources, became exhausted, and towards the close of it was 
in a tottering 8ta.te. As to the lack of able generals, it may 
be ohserved, that great military talents must necessarily be 
wanting at the commencement of a war, and that it requires 
half a score of years' campaigning for the age and the nation 
to form its military system anew, — the old never sufficing, — 
and b) find for that system a head and an arm capable of 
directing it. Turenne was a young officer at this epoch. It 
was not till the following reign that he and Conde were able 
to assert the superiority of French generalship. 

Prance entered on Hie campaign with firnr armies, one in 
the Low Countries, one on the Rhine, the others in Italy and 
the Valfeline, The first exploit was one of promise and e^;iat. 
The maresdial de Breze was marching to join the Dutrih 
through the country of I.iege. Prince Thomas of Savoy, at the 
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head of the Spanish, sought to prevent the junction. He was 
defeated by Breze at Avein, and lost all his cannon and colors. 
Tirlemont was given up to the pillage of the victors. Lou- 
vain was besie^d, and Brussels threatened. The unfortunate 
Mary of Medicis was obliged to fly from the latter town, with 
tlie duchess of Orleans, pursued by the good fortune of her 
enemy Richelieu. Chance, however, may give & victory 
talents can alone make the most of it The French were 
obliged to retire behind the Meuse. They and the Dutch, 
most ill-assocted allies, kid the blame of the tardiness upon 
each other. 

In the following year the Imperialists had all the advan- 
tage. They penetrated into Picardy, passed the Somme, and 
took Corbie. Paris was in alarm, and her citizens began to 
retire southward. It was a critical moment for Richelieu. 
His ascendency over the king consisted solely in the mon- 
arch's opinion of his sagacity and good fortune as minister. 
This opinion was greatly shaken ; yet Richelieu kept a good 
countenance, and did all that the emergency required. He 
made the king show himself to the people ; he dispatched 
reinforcements to the count of Soissoae, who coimnanded in 
Picardy. The Spanish knew as little as the French how to 
push an advantage. Instead of advancing upon the flapitol, 
Ihey passed the time in pillaging, and were soon obliged to 
retreat. The court advanced to Amiens, whilst the army 
besieged and endeavored to retake Corbie. 

Here Richelieu's good fortune saved him from new peri). 
The count of Soissons, son of that prince of the blood whose 
turbulence made him conspicuous in tlie flret year of tha 
regency of Mary of Medicis, had stepped from the obscurity 
in v/hich he had been kept, on the unexpected invasion of his 
government by the enemy. He had valiantly resisted ; but 
the cardinal, who dreaded the renown of a prince of the 
blood, avoided placing any large force at his disposal, and at 
lengtli brought the king himself to command, and ecUpse 
Soissons. The count vowed vengeance; he leagued with 
Gaston, ever ready to commence a plot; and they agreed to 
assassinate the cardinal at Amiens. Two gentlemen, named 
St. Ibal and Montrcsor, were charged with the execution, but 
were to wait for the signal to begivenby the duke of Orleans. 
An opportunity offered. Richelieu was alone at the ibot of 
his stnircBse, which he had descended to his carriage, and in 
the mid^ of the conspirators. The agents had their hands on 
pistols, eagerly watching the countenances both of the count 
of Soissons and the duke of Orleans for the signal. Neither 
had the :ourage to give it, and Richelieu walked on, for the 
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moment unsuspicious of the danger Ihat he had escaped. Oa 
reflection, the princes perceived that the danger lay ui having 
meditated the deed, rather than in having executed it They 
tried other means, leagued with the Spaniards, and endeav- 
ored lo rouse Ihe nobility to rebeL Epernon, to whom they 
chiefly applied, bade them, in answer, recollect the fate of 
Marillac and Montmorency. They did so, and fled from court ; 
he count of Soissons to Sedan, and Gaeton to Blois. But the 
alter was soon brought back 1^ fair words. 

In the midst of Iheae intrigues, this warfiire, these strug- 
gles betwixt nations and parties, Ijjuia XHI. was perhaps the 
personage who felt the least interested. "He led," says 
madame de Motleville, " the most wretched and sad life ; 
witliout court, or friends, or power; spending his time in 
catching birds, whilst his armies were taking towns." He 
waa plaintive, melancholy, retiring; not wanting either in 
good sense, or in any other manly quality perhaps, but cursed 
with a diffidence that neutralized them all. Thus he despaired 
of ever finding a minister like Richelieu ; and, in fear of 
offending the cardinal, whom he might have controiled as well 
as employed, he resigned all authority into his hands. Another 
idea of Ins, proceeding from the same diffidence, and a great 
cause of discontent and sadness with him, was, that he de- 
spaired to render himself agreeable to the fair sex. He was 
cursed with a ba^fulness and a. backwardness that he blushed 
!, and that he concealed under Ihe color of apathy and 
in. This kept Louis XIIL for a number of years a 
stranger to his young and not unlovely queen ; as the same 
defect produced, in after years, a similar result with his 
descenMnt, Louis XVL Anne of Austria, piqued bjithis cold- 
ness of her spouse, avenged herself by ridicule and earcasm. 
The king's indifference or distance thus became hatred ; and 
Richelieu, who had cause to dread the young queen, fanned 
the latter sentiment. Louis nevertheless felt attracted towards 
female society, and he paid a kind of distant and formal court 
to mademoiselle de Hautefort This young lady as little un- 
derstood his bashful and susceptible temper as did the queen, 
and Louis soon accused them both of leaguing together to 
mock him. The attentions of the king were then turned 
towards a new object, mademoiselle de la Fayette, with whom 
the novel of De Gonlis has perhaps rendered the reader fiuni- 
iiar. She, of tenderer feelings and more penetration, knew 
how to appreciate the timid affections of the monarcli. She 
cherished and returned them ; never, liowever, oversftpping 
the bounds of modeatv. Louis, whose reserve, or " wtEdom?* 
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Ihe moat modest dame," at length ventured to propose an 
upartraent at Versailles to mademoiselle de la Fayette, who 
replied, after some hesitation, some intrigue, and certain inter- 
ference, by retiring to a convent. The king wept, and was 
in despair ; but his scruples would not permit him, like Louis 
XIV., to tear a beeutj; from the altar. He did not cease, how- 
ever, lo visit mademoiselle de la Fayette at her convent ; and 
long converKitions were wont to pass between them through 
tie grille or iron railing of the parlor. The monarch felt 
the influence of this virtuous young woman ; her counsels, to 
which her piety now gave weight and her secure position 
boldness, prompted him to mistrust Richelieu, whom she repre- 
sented as supporting heresy against Catholicism, and to give 
peace to Europe. 

Another voice, of equal weight with the king, was pouring 
the same sentiments into his ear. This was his confessor, the 
father Causal whom Richelieu hod placed in that station, but 
who betrayed his confidence. To resist at once a mistress and 
a confessor was difficulty and the influence of the minister 
began lo totter. One urgent counsel given lo Louis by 
mSemoiselle de la Fayette and Caussin was, that he should 
become reconciled to his queen; tliey showed, and even 
proved to him, that his suspicions against her were uniusL 
Richelieu, who observed the changed sentiments of the king 
towards Anne of Austria, was alarmed, and tried to prev^R 
the reconciliation that he feared. Suspecting that the queen 
held a correspondence with Spain, he caused 3ie police to visit 
and search her apartments at the Val de Grace. But his 
enemies were too adroit; no discovery was made, and the 
insult served but to display the unfounded rancor of thei car- 
dinal After this the pious and generous voice of La Fayette 
had more influence; and, obedient to it, I/niis XIII. became 
reconciled for the time to his queen. The happy and unex- 
pected consequence was the birth of a prince (afterwards 
Louis XIV.) on the 6th of September following (1638). To 
this, however, the result was limited. Richelieu regained his 
ascendency over the king ; the confessor was banished ; La 
Fayette fiJrgotten ; and the queen, though no longer baniKhcd 
&om the king's presence, had as little share as before of his 
influence or friendship. 

The fresh hold which Richelieu here took of the monarch's 
confidence was owing, in a great measure, to the success of 
the war. In the beginning of the campaign two actions were 
fought at Rhinfeld ; in the first of which Ihe gallant duke of 
Bohan perished ; in the second, the duke of Saxe Weimar 
lefeated the imoeris lists, and took their two generals, one of 
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whom, the femous John der Worth, was sent to Paris. The 
principal coneequonce of this victory was the conquest ti' 
Brisach, the chief fortress of AJeace. The name of ihe town 
reminds us not to pas over the celebrated father Joseph, i. 
capuchin friar, the foUower and confidant of Richelieu. Wc 
can scarcely imagine a statesman and an ambassador clothed 
in a monk's fnick and sandals : yet such was lather Joseph, a 
name more or less mingled in lul the intrigues of ihe French 
court, and its negotiations with others. His influence was 
known, and he was dreaded by the court as a kind of evil 
spirit, in fact the demon of BiidielieiL Allhoug'h the latter 
never procured for his monkish friend Ihe cardinS's hat which 
he demanded, still the people called &.ther Joseph his " gray 
eminence," at once to distinguish him from and assimilate him 
to his " red eminence" the cardinal. They had been friends 
from youth ; congenial spirits in ambition, depth, and talent : 
the monk, however, sacrificed his personid elevation to that 
of the cardinal. Richelieu was much indebted to him : — it 
was Joseph that roused and encoura^d htm, when stupejied 
and intimidated by the invasion of Picardy ; and it was said 
that after his death Richelieu showed neither the mute firm- 
ness nor sagacity. When &ther Joseph was on his death-bed, 
Richelieu stood by it ; it was a scene such as a novelist might 
love to paint.- The conversation of the two ecclesiastics was 
4|ll of this world ; and the cardinal's last exhortation to the 
expiring monk was, " Courage, fether Joseph, Brisach is ours 1" 
a form of consolation characteristic of both. 

A triumph without a victim was unintelligible to cardinal 
Richelieu ; or, in other words, vengeance had become such a 
habit with him, that he could not live without an object to 
pursue and to crush. In this too he scorned ignoble game ; 
and, one after another, the first nobles of the land fell sacri- 
fices as well to his humor aa to his policy. Bad success in an 
assault upon Fontarabia aflbrded a handle against the due de 
ia Valette, son of the lamed and haughty Epemon. Richelieu 
brought the duke before a commission, despite the remon- 
strances of the parliament, who in vain expostulated, and 
represented to the cardinal from year to year their masini, 
that the great should be judged only in a court of peers. 
Richelieu mocked at their legal scruples ; tried La Valette 
after his own convenient feshion; and condenmed hun to an 
enormous fine and banishment The entire family was included 
in his disgrace; and even the duke of Epernon bjmsolf, a 
grandee whose power had counterbalanced that of the great 
Henry, was compelled by the minister's mandate to surrender 
all his governments, and to retire alone tohischftteauof PlaB. 
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sac He waa soon after conveyed to the castie of Lochea, 
where he died at tJie advanced age tif eig'hty-sbi. 

Fortune smiled ever3rwhere upon Richelieu. Alsace was 
now in the hands of the French. Airas surrendered to them 
in Flanders, and Turin in Italy : whilst the insurrections of 
Portugal and Catalonia against Spain paralyzed all the force 
of that kingdom. The intrigues of the cardinal fenned or 
excited all flieir troubles. Portugal is mainly indebted to him 
Sx her independence under the house of Braganza, now estab- 
lished. Catalonia, after a vain attempt at a republic, was 
brought to own Louis XIH. fiir sovereign ; and the marescha! 
de Breze was sent as viceroy to Barcelona. It was high time 
for the enemies of the cardmal to think of submitting. The 
duke of Lorraine took this step ; ceded some of his dominions, 
and received the rest on tlie condition of forfeiting bU right to 
them in the event of his ever proving un&ithful or hostile to 
France. The queen-mother, Mary of Medicis, herself thought 
it vam to struggle longer, and made overtures to return. But 
the cardinal would not admit her into France. He pointed out 
Florence as the place to which she should retreat. But the 
widow of Henry IV. shrunk from making her native city wit- 
ness of her distresses and her ftll. After having spent some 
time in England, she settled in Cologne ; where she died a 
few months before the cardinal. It is impossible to regard 
without compassbn the misfortunes of one who had heM the 
sceptre, and who was the wife of a monarch and the mother 
of a line of kings. But her unfitness to reign, and, at the 
same tune, her tenacity (o grasp at sway, gave reason for the 
severity of Richelieu. In any other than him, the creature 
whom she had raised, it would have been justifiable. But rea- 
sons of slate were set by hun over every motive, virtue, 
honesty, and gratitude included. 

The count of Soissons, on the Siilure of his scheme against 
the cardinal, had taken refuge with the duke of Bouillon in 
Sedan. All the enemies of the latter, especially the exiles, 
looked towards this prince of the blood as the rallyuig point, 
the support of their cause. Richelieu employed every art to 
pacify Uie count, remove his distrust, and entice him to cgurt. 
All efibrts proved vain ; and Richelieu was even oMiged tc 
ptirchaae thetranquillityof Soissons, and tolerate his indepen- 
dent posture. It was dangerous, however, to let such an 
example of disobedience subsist; and the cardinal at length 
sent an army, under the mareschal of Chfttillon, to reduce 
Sedan, and take or bumble the count of Soiesons. Chatillon 
was both valorous and skilful ; but nothing could compensate 
for the T 1-hmnor and backwardness of the troops, who, with 
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their officers, felt more inclined to a gallant prince of tlie 
blood than to the domineering' cardinal. In an action tlrnt 
took place at Marsee, near Sediui, the royal troopa ehowed 
neitjier alacrity nor determination ; and Chatillon, despite his 
efforts, was completely put to the rout. No obstacle seemed 
now to prevent Uie count of Soisons from marchinw to Paris, 
when Uie almosit miraculous good fortmie of Richelieu saved 
him from ruin. As Soissona rodo over the field of battle, ho 
pushed up his visor with his pistol ; it was accidentally dis- 
charged, and the victor perished. Report did not fail to say 
that he was assassinated, and, of course, by the order rf 
Richelieu ; but there is no evidence to support such a rumor. 
Louis, who, on receiving tidings of the defeat, was preparing, 
with equanunity, to sacrifice the obnoxious minister, was now 
struck with his unvarying good fortune ; and, with a super- 
stitious feeling, bowed still lower to the cardinal's wilL 

The court did not share the monarch's obsequiousness ; and 
every fresh triumph of the tyrant, as they considered him, 
filled his enemies with fresh indignation, and inspired them 
with new devices for getting rid of him. Cini^Mars, son of 
the mareschal d'Effittt, was, for the present, the favorite of 
Louis: he had been chosen by Richelieu for his agreeable 
person, his frankness and frivolity, to fill this station, where 
the minister deemed hira little dangerous. The youth, indeed, 
showed himself at first little ambitious of such eminence. 
Though loaded with wealth, honors, and the title of Grand 
Equerry, he shared the solitary habits and mean amusements 
of the king witii impatience. These were to quarrel and com- 
plain of inattentions, to hunt the badger and the thrush in the 
forest of St Germain. After the king retired for the night, 
Cinq-Mars used to gallop to Paris, join the gay society of the 
capital, and be back to attend Louis, when he rose. Such a 
life robbed the favorite of the spirits and vivacity requisile to 
please. The monarch complained irfhis apathy, and reproach- 
ed him with ingratitude in return for wealth and favor. "And 
what have I to do with wealth 1" replied the petulant youth; 
"I am ready to give it up. As plain Cinq-Mars I slitJl be 
hapgier than as grand equerry. One day in the societies of 
the Marais* would afford me more pleasure than a month 
spent here." 

A powertiil cause soon came to remove this impatience of 
ennui, and to awake the ambition of the favorite. He became 
enamored of Mary of Gonzaga, that daughter of the duke of 
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Nevers, the object of Gaston's love and the qujen-mothei'E 
hatred. To obtain the hand of a prineeBs, it was necessary to 
become more than a court iavorite. He sought to become 
duke and peer : the minister refused. Tiie youth dissembled, 
applied himself to please Louis, attempted to enter the coun- 
cil, and again the Bteni cardinal put back the pretender with 
a ftown, which even the king dared not gainsay. Hencelortli 
Cinq-Mars vowed vengeance against Richelieu ; and in tliis 
lie was strengthened by the fnendship and counsels of De 
Thou, a son of the famous president, an enemy to the cardinal 
on account of his oppressitm of the magistracy, and attached 
to the fortunes of Anne of Austria, whose wrongs, owing to 
the calumnies of Richelieu, he compassionated. Through 
De Thou, Cinq-Mars hecarae connected with the queen, and 
through her with all the malcontents of the kingdom ; with 
Gaston, with the duke of Bouillon, with all the exiles, and 
the personal enemies of the minister. It was a formidable 
league, and became more formidable by the adhesion of the 
king himself; but a passive adhesion, however. The monarch 
complained of the tyranny of his minister ; Cinq-Mare instantly 
proposed as a remedy to assassinate Richelieu : Louis showed 
ito horror at the crime, nor any aversbn to the act 

The cardinal, in the mean time, had his own views, and 
was plotting in the depths of his policy and ambition. The 
king's health was evidently on the decline ; and Richelieu, 
though not without the wammgs of disease, reckoned on sur- 
viving. Under a new reign, Anne of Austria being queen- 
mother, he must look. tor dread retribution. The cardinal, 
therefore, from views of personal safety as well as of ambi- 
tion, was necessitatd to aim at the regency for himself, to the 
exclusion both of the queen Anne and the duke of Orleans. 
In the fiirthetance of this plan, Richelieu determined to lead 
an army to the conquest of Roussiilon, and to drag the mon- 
arch aJong with hun; thus separating tlie latter from hb 
(jueen, who remained in Paris. The due de Bouijlon he 



accepted with mistrust, but in obedience to the priyate 
solicitations of the queen. Amongst the nobility, Richelieu's 
only dependence was on the prince of Conde, and his son the 
due d'Enghien, who had married Clemence de Maille, niece 
of the cardinal. 

Such were the views of both parties, when the court set 
out for RoussillcHi. Cinq-Mars h^ gained on the spirit of the 
king; and Richelieu was in such comparative disgrace and 
disljust, that he kept aloof from the monarch, and when 
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nrrived near to the seat of *fir, he took his quarters at Taras. 
con, a fortified place, some leagues distant from Narbonne, 
where Louis had his court and camp. With common pru- 
duncethe conspirators might have completed their project; 
but they miwiselj sought to strengthen themselves by a treaty 
with Olivarei, the Spanish tninister, whilst, at the same time, 
Ciuq-Mars conducted himself with so little secrecy that the 
plot universally got wind, and at the same time with so little 
discretion as to give cause of disgust to the susceptible and 
feeble monarch. Richelieu, informed of the manieuvres of 
Cinq-Mars, had no means of defeifting them until he procured 
a copy of the treaty entered into by them with Spain. He 
dispatched Chavigny, secretary of state, to ky it before the 
king, who was roused and irritated by what he looked on as 
gross treascai. To have plotted with him against the life of 
Uie cardinal wm no crime, but to liave leagued with Spain, 
and without his privacy, was guUt. All his mistrust of Cinq- 
Mats gathered at the moment Chitvignj^ and Mazarm gained 
ground for the cardinal, and kept possession of the monarch's 
ear, till warrants were procured for the arrest of those impli- 
cated. 

Thus did the good fortune, of Richelieu triumph to the last 
Cinq-Mars and De'Thou were taken. The due de Bouillon 
underwent a similar fate, though at the head of his army ; so 
dreaded was the ascendency of the minister. Gaston, duke 
of Orleans, found himself equally in his enemies' power : and 
the first act of this weak prince was to make submissions, and 
to offer himself as infiirmer against his friends. Richelieu 
was restored to fiiU confidence. It was not he, however, who 
repaired to court. The monarch came to visit him at Taras- 
con ; although so little able to bear the voyage, that a coucli 
was instantly obliged to bo prepared for him by the side of 
that of the cardmal. There, extended each on his bed, liid 
these personages, both menaced ly the slow but sure approach 
of death, discuss the punishment of the baffled conspirators. 
Louis showed no more pride nor heart than his brother: he 



betrayed all the plana of the grand equerry against Richelieu. 
Th% latter repaui the confHence by covertly repr-' "- 
Jjouis with conspiring his death. The wretched I 



wept snd murmuref excuses. The tiger-like cruelty of 
Bicheiieu was preferable to this. 

Cinq-Mars might well esclaim with Strafford, "Put not 
your trust in princes." The king and his brother deposed 
against him. Both, however, gave their evidence only in 
writing; Gaston stipulated that he was not to be confronted 
with the victim of his treachery. Richelieu, ascenduig tlic 
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Rhone in a boat to avoid the fetigues of land travelling:, 
dragged the prisoners after Lim in another bark, tims glutting 
his vengeance with the near view of its unfortunate objects. 
Tliey were judged by a commission; Cinq-Mars, of course, 
conderaued. Against De Thou no crime could be proved, 
except that he knew of the Spanish trea^, without revealing 
it. This satisfied the judges ; and the friends were both con 
denmed. The executidh of tliese youths was a touching 
scene : they embraced on the Bciffold : Cinq-Mars died with 
the physical courage of ligh1>-hearted youth ; De Thou witli 
the constancy of a reflecting mind, trembling, yet ftdl of iiope. 

Richelieu, in the mean tune, had reached lus palace in the 
capital. Roman despot was never more courted, nor more 
feared : bnt death was coming &st to close his triumphant 
career. A mortal malady wasted him ; yet the cardinal 
abated nothing of his pride, nor of his vindictivcness. lie 
exiled some of the king's personal and cherished officers ; he 
insuited Anne of Austria ; remained seated during a visit that 
she paid him, and threatened to separate her from her children. 
Even his guards no longer lowered their arms in the. presence 
of the monarch. His demeanor to Louis was that of one 
potentate to another. In December of 1642, three mraiths 
after the execution of Cinq-Mars, the malady of the cardina 
became inveterate, and eveiy hope of life was denied him. 
He summoned tiie king to his dying bed, recapitulated the 
great and successful acta of his administration, and rcconi- 
mended Mozarin as the person to continue its spirit, and to be 
his successor. Louis promised obsequiousness. Richelieu then 
received the last consolations of religion, and went through 
these pious and touching ceremonies wiUi an apparently firm 
and undisturbed conscience. The man of blood loiew no 
remorse. His acta had all been, he asserted, for his country's 
good ; and the same unbending pride and unshaken confidence, 
that had commanded the respect of men, seemed to accom- 
pany him into the presence of his Maker. He died like the 
hero of tiie Stoics, though clad in the trappings of a prince of 
the church. Most of those present were edified by his firm- 
ness; but one bishop, calling to mind the life, the arrogance, 
and the orunes of the minister, observed, that " the confidence 
of the dymg Richelieu filled him witli terror." 

Ixiuis Xni. survived his great minister but a few months ; 
during that time he scarcely exercised the royal will, except 
upon one great occasion. Though supporting Mftzarin and 
the poUcy of Richelieu, he tolerated rather tiian permitted the 
return of all the exUed nobles. Conde alone remained con- 
stant and respectful to the memory of the cardmal. But the 
11.-4 
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party of Vendome, united to the house of Austria, already 
usurped tlie authority that the speedy death of Louis aeemeo 
about to leave them. The monarch, however, made a struggle 
to thwart them. Mazarin, a foreigner ani an upstart, could 
not pretend to the regency that Richelieu might have grasped 
hut he prepared a pkn for balancing parties and personages 
dividing power so between them as to neutmlize their force 
and thus leave tlie existing ministry 'predominant as umpire? 
To effect this, Louis drew up a will, declaring Anne of Austria 
regent, and the duke of Orleans lieutenant-general ; at the 
same time appointing a council, whose approbation was neces- 
sary to all acts of government, and which was to consist of 
the queen, of the duke of Orleans, the prince of Conde, Maza- 
rin, and three other ministers. This vain attempt of de^tism 
to prolong ita power beyond the srave was rightly judged 
invalid hy the queen, who persuaded the parliament to register 
it, rather tlian disturb the death-bed of her husband. He to 
the last remained suspicious of her faith, and deaf to her pro- 
testation^ liouis expired at St. Germain on the 14th of May, 
1643. His cliaracter, one of the feeblest of humanity, is sutfi- 
ciently marked in the preceding pages : that he did not want 
sagacjty, is pro"ed by his choice of Richelieu, and his adhe- 
rence to him ; jeyond this he possessed not another respecta- 
ble quality. A more contemptible character was never raised 
to the eminence of e, throne. Louis appears as a phantom, 
into which Richelieu had the power of breathing, from time 
to time, his own passiona and feelings; and which, when 
released from the mlluence of these, relapsed into its own 
shadowy nature, and complained of the violence and the 
tyranny which compelled it to energy. Thus we see him 
acting now informer and spy for his minister, and placing him- 
self in the judgmenb-seat to make the condemnation of a vic- 
tim more sure ; another page of history represents him pour- 
ing out his plaints against the cardinal to Cinq-Mais, declaring 
nis disgust of life and of the crowa The memoirs of Brienne 
record a striking picture of his remorse. When at Ecouen, 
the old palace m the Montmorencys, he fancied that he per- 
coived the spectre of the duke, who had been decapitated, 
coming to upbraid him : the affrighlfid monarch lleri the ch&- 
teau, and no more returned to it* 

Richelieu was the true monarch of the reign ; it was he 
who stamped upon it tlie impress of his genius and despotic 
character. True, he did hut adopt and follow up the plans of 
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ihe great Henry, in humbling the Huguenots, the noblesse, 
and the house of Austria; but the execution of three such 
enterprises in the short space of twenty years, and hy a minifi- 
ter risen from obscurity, and obliged to act as oilen in despite 
of the monarch aa with his countenance and aid, places Riche- 
lien in the first rank of stateamea His address, his firmness, 
iisEagacity,wereunequaIled. He was naturally magnaniinouB, 
oving wealth and splendor more as the symbol of power than 
as the gratification of selfish vanity. ' The cruelty of his 
diaracter is its areat bleaiish ; yet he was clement to the Hu- 
guenots, and shrunk early from the severe acts which he 
foresaw his plans for raising royalty would throw upon him. 
In the states-general for 1614, he proposed to do away with 
tlie punishment of death for political crimes, yet he soon came 
to be unsparing in its infliction ; and the decapitation of each 
new victim increased in him the taste for blood, until his pre- 
late's robe assumed the crimson dye of the murderer and the 
tyrant On a superficial view, this minister's unvarying suc- 
cess is the most striking feature of his caieer ; and yet all of 
this that his own sagacity might not produce,the extreme 
imprudence and feebleness of his enemies may account for. 

The crime of having trodden out the last spark of his coun- 
try's liberties, and of having converted its monarchic govern- 
ment into pure despotism, is tlwt for which Richelieu is most 
g n rally condemned. But the state of anarchy which he 
m i was license, not liberty. The task of reconciling 
p at ndependeoce with public peace, civil rights with the 
te f justice, — and this without precedent or tradition, 
w th ut th t rooted stock on which freedom, in order to grow 
and b a fruit, must be grafted, — was a conception which, 
h w e familiar to our age, was utterly tmknown, and imprac- 
able to that of Bichelieu. With tiie horrors of civil war 
i esh m tl e memoiy of all, the general desire was for tran- 
qu llity and peace, not liberty ; to which, moreover, had it been 
nt mpl ted, the first necessary step was that of humbling 
th a islocraey. It was impossible that constitutional freedom 
could ever grow out of the chaos of privileges, and anarchy, 
and organized rebellion, that the government had to contend 
with. In builduig up her social fabric, France had in fact 
gone wrong, destroyed the old foundations, and rebuilt on 
others without solidity or system. To introduce order or add 
solidity to so ill-constructed a febric was impossible ; Richelieu 
found it necessary to raze all at once to the ground, except 
the central donjon of despotism, which he left standing. Had 
Bichelieu, with all his genius and sagacity, nodert^en for 
liberty what he achieved for royalty, his age would havn 
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rejected or misunderstood him, sa it did Bacon and Galileo. 
He might, indeed, as a man of letters, liave consigned such a 
political dream to the volume of an Utopia, but from action or 
administration he would have beensoon discarded as a.dreamer. 
Liberty must come of Oie claim of the mass ; of the general 
enlightenment, firmness, and probity, tt is no great physical 
secret, which a single brain, finding, may aimounce and so 
establish ; it is a moral truth, wlrich, like a gem, hides its ray 
BJid its preciousness in obscurity, nor becomes reftdgent, till 
all around it is beaming with light. 

Had we space to enter into the minor details of Richeheu's 
administration, much might be found to abstract from his 
merit, much to add to iL His management of the finances 
was graapmg and unwise. France paid dearly for her glory 
and ascendency. The 20,000,000 of revenue, that enabled 
Henry IV. to amass, were quadrupled and yet expended by 
Richelieu ; the gri^''^i' part being wasted ere it reached the 
treasury. Thus tiie proud monarchy which Richelieu founded, 
owed to him also the canker that was destined to destroy it, — 
the extravagance and mismanagement of its pecuniary re- 
sources. For the sake of a certain revenue, there were 
40,000 employments in finance and law left in the hereditary 
possession of subjects ; an anomaly in a despotism scarcely 
credible. But the minister could not venture to attack at once 
the ruiblesso of the sword and that of the robe. Ho destroyed 
the former, and contented himself with humbling the latter. 



CHAP. III. 
164a— 1661. 



A siroRT time before tlie death of the late king, his young 
son of five yeais old, the dauphm, was brought to his bedside. 
" What is your name V asked the languid monarch ; " Louis 
the Fourteenth," replied the boy, who had early learned the 
secret of his dignity. " Not yet, not yet," observed his sire. 
Anne of Austria showed similar haste in usurpmg power. 
Surrounded by the exiles whom she had recalled, supported 
by the due de Vcndfime, by his.son the due de Beaufort, a 
handsome youth, whose devotion to her was as gallant as ■ 
politic, and by the duke of Orleans himself the queen was 
enabled, immediately or\ the demise of the king, to ftssume 
not only the name but the authority of regent The late 
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monarch's will, appointing: a council, in which the partisans 
uf Richelieu, Ma.zarin, and the prince of Conde, were to con 
trol Oie government, was set aside without difficulty by the 
parliament Conde felt that he was powerless, and Mazarin 
made preparations for retiring to Italy. 

Guilio Mazarini first appears in history as envoy from the 
pope. He was an Italian ecclesiastic, of no illustrious birth, 
and had been a follower of the Barherini ; his sagacity dis- 
covered the French court to he a sphere where there waa 
more room for his talents than the papal afibrded. He came 
to Paris, attached himself to secretary Chavigny, and rose to 
be the confidant of Richelieu, who even intrusted hiiu with 
the management of foreign aiiairs on the death of the friar 
Joseph, procured him a cardinal's hat, and recommended liim 
as his successor. The Venetian ambassador described him, at 
this time, aa possessing " a well-formed and agreeable person ; 
as polite, adroit, impassive, indefttigable, prudent, eloquent, 
plausible, persuasive, an apt dissembler ;" in short, a perfect 
statesman of the Italian school. Yet, if he now remained at 
the head of afiairs, it was owing more to good fortune, and to 
the complete dearth of rival talent, than to his own foresight. 
He had drawn up the late king's will, which had sought to 
limit the power of the queen-iegenL Could Anne of Austria 
forgive Ihisi She did so. Enemy as she was of Richelieu, 
and vilifier of his policy, no sooner did she find herself at the 
head of ai&irs, than she perceived this very policy to be the 
only one consiBtent with the wellkre of the state and the 
security of its ruler. Brienne recommended Mazarin, who, 
on being applied to, promised the most scrupulous devotion to 
the queen. 

The announcement of this reconciliation, of this return of 
Mazarin to power, was received with surprise and mortifica- 
tion by tiie returned esiles, (he enemies of Richelieu, those 
who had deemed themselves possessed of the heart and conti- 
dence of the queen. They were for the most part young men, 
such as (he due de Beaufort, and a host of noble striplings, 
who were all, nevertheless, profound statesmen in their own 
esteem. Witli pretensions to govern, they found it necessary 
lo alter or conceal their juvenile and frivolous habits; lliey 
affected to be grave and sententious, and some even thotight 
it necessary to give time to study and reflection ; a whim, the 
characteristic and beneficial consequences of which are seen 
in the Memoirs of De Retz, and the Maxima of the due de la 
Rochefoucault ; the latter was at this time one of the young 
friends of the queen. Despite the talents that some of these 
voutha afterwards displayed, their present pretensions End 
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demeanor were considered as absurd, and the patty was ironi- 
cally called les ImjioTtans, tliat of the Important On the 
side opjX>sed to them were drawn up cardinal Mazarin, the 
old partisans of Richelieu, and, amongst the noblesse, the 
prince of Conde and his gallant son, theiduc d'Enghien. 

The queen-regent, as Ijecarae her position, aferted neu 
rality, but supported her newly chosen minister. The Im 
poriuns, however, hoped to regain the ascendency throug 
the means of Anne of Austria's old fewMite, madame de Chev 
reuse, who was now retumins from her long esile. This 
lady had once tieen all-poweriiil with the queen : her misfor 
tunes, occasioned by that attachment, gave her, she thouglil, 
^n increase of claim; she totally put out of consideration how 
6a the policy of a regent might interfere with the affections 
of a queen, and her party preten-sions were as high as lier 
resentments. She was warmly and cordially welcomed back 
by Anne; Mazarin hastened to conciliate her wUl, and com- 
menced by pkcing 50,000 crowns before her, asking, might 
he count her amongst his friends. Madame de Chevreusc 
required the dismissal of Chavigny, and the cardinal instantly 
consented to sacrifice the secretary : then came the great 
demands of the party, viz. that Sedan should be restorei to 
the due de Bouillon, the govermnent of Britany to the due de 
Vendome, and that of Guieane to young Epernon; Havre, 
too, was required Ibr the future due de la Hochefbucault. 
These demands were no less than to re-constitute the power 
and independence of the grandees, that Hichelieu had spent 
his life, and steeped his memory in blood, in order to reduce. 
Anne of Austria and Mazarin, now in the place of authority 
held by Richelieu, could not but see with his eyes: the adroit 
Mazarin, however, did not give to madame de Chevreuse the 
flat and peremptory denial tiiat would have come from Riche- 
lieu's mouth ; he looked complaisant and yielding, and drew on 
the negotiatrix of the Importans to fresh pretensions. One of 
these was to supersede the chancellor Seguier by Chflteau 
neuf Now ChSteauneuf had presided at the commission 
which condemned the due de Montmorency, and to ftvor him 
would be to outrage theprincessof Conde, sister of that duke. 
Mazarin pretend^ to stand out on this point, hesitatingly, no 
oubt; madame de Chevreuse insisted; and the cardinal, 
etermined to break with a party whose pretensions were 
xorbitant, and which sought to replace the aristocracy on its 
old footing of superiority to government and ministry, affected 
to Jreak with them rather than insult the family of Conde ; 
llius securing^ powerful support, and averting the suspicions 
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of the young noblesse from Geopolitical jealousy which lie 
bore them. j 

A ruptm'e was declared; an3 a lady's quarrel soon after 
occurred to precipitate, hostilities, and give Uie minister a pre- 
text for acting. Tlie duchess de Longuevijle, of the femily 
of Conde, and one of the beauties of the court, was maligned 
by madame de Monlbazon, sister-in-law of madame.de Chev 
reuse. Tl>e latter found a bilUl-doux in the handwQtj^g 
of the foiraer, and addressed, she asserted, to comte 'de 
Coligni. This piece of scandal or calumny convulsed the 
entire circle of influential personages. The due d'Enghien 
challenged the due do Beaufort ; the duke of Guise and comte 
de Coligni fought in the Place Royal, madame de Longueville 
being spectatress of the discomfiture of her chevalier, who 
died of his wounds. The queen in vain endeavored to bring 
ahout an accommodation. The ImpoTlona were too deeply 
mortified, and nothing short of the di^race of the cardinal 
would sali^ them. The queen peremptorily refiising this, 
the due de Beaufort entered into a scheme for making away 
with the cardinal by violence. Circumstances occurred to 
baffle and interrupt Uie design. Epemon was sounded in the 
mean time by one of the conspirators, and he mstanO;^ betray- 
ed iL The due de Beaufort was consequently arrested on the 
following day. Mesdames de Monthazon and Chevreuse were 
both exiled, as well as the duke and duchess of Venddme, the 
dukes of Guise and Merc<Eur, and other lees illustrious nobles. 
Here is tiie exculpation of Richelieu, and the excuse of his 
severity. No sooner is Anno of Austria, his rival and enemy, 
in the place of power, than she is obliged to adopt his policy 
and his strong measures, notwithstanding that such acts did 
violence to her private feelmgs. She wept an ordering the 
arrest of Beaufort; but, like the late monarch, she was com- 
pelled to sacrifice her feelinp to her own interest and that 
of the state. 

Whilst Louis XIV.'s reign thus commenced at court by a 
struggle betwixt the aristocracy and the ministers of royalty, 
t was signalized on the frontier by a brilliant victory. One 
of the biS effects of stem despotism is to check the develop- 
ment of talent in those who serve, and to paralyze their 
eflbrts. Thus few feats of war were decisive under Riche- 
lieu, unless the siege of Rochelle, which he personally di- 
rected. Had the cardmal lived, the due d'Enghien had never 
dared to give hattie at Rocroi, a^inst the advice of the 
mareschal do I'Hdpital, who supermtended as it were the 
movements of the young general. The action took place but 
five days after the death of Louis XIII., whe, the future 
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Conde felt liimself at liberty. The Spaniards, 25,000 etrong, 
besieged Rocroi. The duke marched to its succor with an 
array somewhat less in numliers. De ITISpital commanded 
the left of the French, and Sirot, who boasted to have been 
the antagonist of three kings, GuslavuB Adolphus being one, 
oommanded the reserve. Albuquerque, an active general 
led the Spanish left wing ; he liad strengliieiied it by a pos 
of a thousand mounted musqueteers, concealed by a wood, an 
destined to distract and take in flank the attacking enemy 
The vigilance of Conde discovered the manceuvre. He ordered 
Gassion with the infanlrj of Uie right to disperse this force. 
The prince himself; after a delay well caicuMted, led on its 
cavalry against Albuquerque ; and the in&ntry having cleared 
the wood of the musquet^rs, appeared in flank to second him. 
Albuquerque's division was routed and driven off the field. 
De riidpital in the mean time had been beaten on his side 
and put to flight. Sirot, however, supported him and rallied 
the fugitives, until the victorious Conde, turning and taking 
the victors of De THApital in flank and rear, decided the 
action. The Spanish reserve, commanded by the veteran 
count de Fuentes, themselves veteran bands, and the most 
redoubtable in&ntry in Europe, alone stood their ground, or 
prepared to make a lion's retreat from the French. Conde 
charged them. The Spaniards allowed hini to advance within 
fifty paces, and then a battery of eighteen cannon, which their 
body concealed, opened upon the advancing column, and drove 
it back. Twice the prince rallied and led his cavaliers to the 
charge ; he might have perished like Gaston de Foix at 
Ravenna, in rashly pressing a desperate enemy, when Sirot 
and the reserve arrived, surrounded the valiant phalanx of 
Spaniards, broke it after many efibrts, punidiing ungenerously 
its stubborn resistance hy indiscriminate slaughter. At Rocroi 
was overthrown the military superiority of Spain. Its veteran 
inftntry was destroyed, and so weakened by misgovemmenJ 
were ^e resources and spirit of the country, that to renew 
this army, or rather to renew its ancient confidence, was foun 
impossible. The moral effect of the victory of Rocroi was its 
most important consequence. The capture of Thionvide was 
all the advantage inunediately drawn from it. 

The four years which succeeded 1643 were years of tran 
quillity to the regent, triumph to Mazarin, and glory to France. 
The petulance of the noblesse was checked by the discomfi 
ture of the imporlans. Mazarin, instead of imifating Riche- 
lieu and reigning by terror alone, sought to captivate by 
giving scope to pleasure, and creating a general tasle lor light 
and social amusements. He encouraged tHes and gallantrv 
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He was prodigal of fevors, of money, of every thing eave 
Buthority. He bound iJie noblesse, and Iheir sfill more fro- 
witid dames and mistressee, in goldim and in flowery chains ; 
and those, who a year before were clamoring for independent 
governments, then limited their ambition to a duke's title. 
Tlie sage La Rochefimcault himself has recorded in his Me- 
moirs how he pleaded for this important distinction, in order, 
as he observes, that his wife might enjoy the privilege of a 
tahouTtt or stool at court 

Theyear 1644 is marked by the brilliant manteuTres of the 
due iTEnghien and Turenne, who drove tlie imperialist gene- 
ral, Mercy, from his lines near Pribourg. The AuHtrion, how- 
ever, had his revenge. In May, 1645, he surprised Tureime 
in hia camp, and defeated him. D'Enghien was instantly 
ordered to the Rhine to repair this defeat. It was August efe 
he could bring Mercy to action, and not tlien without a risk 
that might have been &tal. The imperialists had taken a 
strong position near Nordlingen. They occupied two emi- 
nences and a valley that lay between, a village of some size 
being the centre. .■ Here Mercy had fortitied himself, and, 
seconded by the femous John der Werlh, thought ho might 
turn the hero of Eocroi. Strongly agamst the opinion of Tu- 
renne, the prince determined to attack He himself led hia 
troops against the village in the centre. It was valiantly 
defended ; and the houses and wall offered so many means of 
neutralizing attack and rendering resistance stuU)om, that the 
youug general despaned of overcoming on tiiis point He 
therefore flew to hia left, led them wi9i impetuous i-alor up 
the fortified eminence, and took it after a desperate struggle. 
Its cannon, turned on the village in the centre, soon gave the 
victory ou this point also to the French who attacked. To the 
right the imperialists, under John der Worth, had beaten the 
mareschal de Grammont but this advantage did not now avail. 
Mercy himself was slain, and his army Buffered a. complete 
defeat In this battle it was evident that the personal valor 
and exertions of tlie ^oung d'Enghien decided the day. Hia 
generalship was heroism, Turenne's was science. 

The paucity of result ariaing from these hrilliaut victories 
disgusted the French government with the war. Spain and 
Austria were both wasted by (he prolonged struggle, and nego- 
tiations commenced for peace. Hostililies ceased in 1647 be- 
twixt Spain and Holland, and a treaty followed betwixt these 
belligerents. France was thus exposed without an ally. Her 
domestic tranquillity l>egan agam to be disturbed, and the 
house of Austria entertained in lfi4S pangoine hopes of pre- 
luding to peace and f'acilifatmg- it h\ a iiclory Tlie due 
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d'Enghien, now prince of Conde by his fetiier'a deatli, afflbrded 
them the opportunity sought. The archduke Leopold com- 
manded an army of 18,000 men. He had taken Lens in the 
month of August, and lay encamped beneath its walls, Conde 
advanced, mslitatjng an attack, but retreated on observing the 
force of tlie poHtion. Nordlingen and years had taught him 
prudence. As he retired he was followed by tJie Austrian 

feneral Beck, and a combat ensued betwixt him and tho 
rench rear, in which the advantage was alternate, each 
general supporting lua men with reinforcements, till the two 
armies were drawn up in foil presence. Conde as usu^ com- 
menced and led the attack, was victorious wherever he per- 
sonally appeared, and by his activity succeeded in routing an 
enemy whose order of battle was fcom the first confused.. 

This victory decided the superiority of FrancBf, and the 
peace of Westphalia was signed in October of thei Same year. 
By it the war with Austria was concluded. Its chief conse- 
quences beyond the Rhine went to establish the independence 
of the Protestant powers, and to give an existence to that 
country, which afterwards grew into the kingdom of Prussia. 
Protestantism may almost pardon Richelieu for reducing 
Rochelle, in exchange for having established its predominance 
in Germany. France made unportant acquisitions. The 
empire at length acknowledged her claim to Metz, Toul, and 
Verdun. Alsace was flniJly obandoned, by which the bound- 
ary of the Ehine was on that point secure. Lorraine woa 
indeed to be nominally restored to its prince, but with reten- 
tion of its fortresses, and on such conditbns that the duke 
refused to take advantage of the stipulation. As to Spain, slie 
refused to be included in the treaty, and war still continued 
with that branch of the house of Austria. 

So low had the French aristocracy been brought by Riche- 
lieu, that after his death, Mazarin, a foreigner and an upstart, 
a mild and even timid minister, was able to triumph over tliem. 
Their petulance overcome, the course of iiis administration 
ran smooth, until it encountered the resistance of the magis- 
tracy. The rise of this body to independence in the state, 
by being allowed to purchase and bequeath their offices, has 
been slated. The wealthy fkm dies of the commons, secluded 
&om the hope of bemg admitted amongst the territorinl 
noblesae, directed their ambition to the offices of parliament, 
end therein formed an ari^ocracy of their own, that of the 
robe. The commons, or burgess class of France, cheated of 
their political rights by the cessation of the states-general, 
and of their civic rights by the abolition of municip^ privi- 
leges, looked up to the eminent of their own body, whom their 
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wealth had invested with the dignities of judicia office These 
were considered as the chiefe, the representativrs of the com- 
mons. The force of the magistracy lay in this sympathy and 
support. The growth of this third or fourth estate did not 
escape Uie jealous eye of Richelieu. He found no difficulty 
in depressing it. Had he found more, had he lived longer, or 
Had he the game sagacity in finance, which guided him in 
other branches of administration, it is probable that he would 
have abolished and re[daced the patliamenta ; no easy task to 
conple'te, since not oiily were the pric^ of each place to be 
repaid, but the revenue arising from the yearly fines, which 
perpetuated them, was to be supplied from some other source. 

Under Richelieu the parliaments had the wisdom to desist 
from tjieir principal pretension, that of acting the part of a 
representative assembly, in examining and reiiising to pass 
the pecuniary edicts of the crown. But the claim, though 
dormant, existed ; and the despotic minister did all that hia 
wars, his enemies, and his occupation would permit to under- 
mine the power not only of the magistrates, but of all who 
held offices by right of purchase. He appointed intendants 
of justice, of finance, and of police, in the several provincea 
State criminals he handed over to commifeioners, not to the 
parliament; whilst in ceremonies of etiquette, an important 
matter in those days, the legists were made to feel their hum- 
ble origin, by being compelled to walk, to knee!, to bare their 
head in the midst of courtiers seated and covered. But the 
supple Mazarin could not wield his predecessor's sceptre of 
iron ; and when a few years allowed tlie parliament to re- 
cover breath and courage, a rcactbn took place, and the 
struggle recommenced betwixt the crown and that assembly ; 
the latter putting fbrlJi all its dormant pretensions, and a 
great portion of the discontented nobility rallying round it 

And here may be slated that unpleasant frart of the histo- 
rian's task, in which the reader must participate, condemned 
to choose betwist two parties, neither of which he can ap. 
plaud ; compelled to bestow his interest when but a small 
portion of approbation is due, and forced, by an immediate 
and as it were local sense of impartiality, to lean to tiie side 
which hia general feelings abhor. It is thus that, in narrating 
Richelieu's conquest of the Huguenfits and of the aristocracy, 
it is impossible not to sympathize in j degree with the despot, 
however his cruelty and crimes may from time to time eseite 
a burst of indignation. But when the historian is convinced 
that the independence of Huguenot and . aristocrat, had both 
lasted, would but have prolonged anarchy, without ever pro- 
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ducing lilierty, he resigns himself, not without tacit reluc- 
tance, to admiration of the minister's ^niua and success. 

The want of these two qualities, at least of tlie first, shown 
fay Mazarin in the quarrel which we are about to relate, 
leaves impartiality more free. The parliament revived its 
claim to refuse taxes. This claim, though spirited and saJu 
tary if employed merely to deter the avarice of government 
was certainly as much an usurpation as the unlimited pre 
rogative of the crown. The parliament was selfish and wrong 
It assumed the rightj of the slates-general, the assembiy of 
which it took care not to provoke. At the mme time the 
despotic aims of tlie court were pregnant with ill. The reader 
will judge betwixt them by IJie light of modern experience, 
looking with fevor probably on any check that could fae estab- 
lished against the toyaJ authority. But the intrinsic merits 
of either side at the time call from the historian but strict 
impartiality. 

Fiii-nce was then, as now, and as ever, the great, the insu- 
perable difficulty of government. Richelieu had shown little 
skill in its management. Mazarin, a foreigner, ignorant of 
the habits of the people whom he governed, and of all the 
complicated mechanism of society, so necessary to be kept in 
view by him who would draw fresh revenue from the public, 
was less likely to succeed ; and even his subaltern, especially 
charged with this part of the administration, was an Italian 
also, though wearing the French title of D'Emery. These 
ministers had an instinctive dread of the parliament; and 
when the expenses of the war and the court rendered an 
extraordinary supply indispensable, Emery rummaged in the 
book of ordonnances to find some old law, long registered, 
which might sanction a new levy, without having recourse to 
thu legists. He found one a century old, which forbade any 
new buildings in the fmixboargs or suburbs of Paris, under 
pain of demolition. It had been for^tten, and hundreds of 
new mansions had since arisen withm these forbidden pre- 
cincts. Emery proposed to raise a fine upon every such house, 
thus infringing the maxun of despots, " to feed their capital 
and tax the provinces," The outcry was general ; tJie parlia- 
ment stepped out of its jurisdiction, and forbade the fiscal 
officers to enforce the levy. Hence arose quarrels, negotia- 
tions, and finally sedition. The fines on houses in the suburbs 
were withdrawn, and a loan of eighteen millions to be forced 
on the notables of Paris was proposed m its stead. The par- 
liament was to have the power of distributmg this loan, and 
by thus allowing tliem to take part in finance arrangements, 
Mazarin induced them to regislo' the decree. 



1648. oppos moN TO MAZARiN. 63 

The whole force of Ihe legists was here seen to consist in 
the support of the citizens. The decree, though reffistcred, 
could not be executed. The parliament was divided into 
several chambers or courts, of which the several chiefi and 
members were wont to unite in the great hall, to rewister ajiy 
edict of state, or to consult on important affairs. The grea 
hamber pretended to the exclusive right of convoking thi 
eneral aeserably. It was composed of the elder and least 
violent of the body. They refused to summon the other cham- 
bers on die present occasion ; and the younger memhere, of 
whom these were composed, became clamorous and indignant 
They assembled of their own accord. Mazarin lost presence of 
mind. Fear quenched his natural astuteness. The inferior 
chambers were bureting into hostility against the great. A 
schism was declaring itself, by which the mmister might have 
profited. He precipitated matters, however ; arrested the most 
turbulent chiefe of the inferior chambers; and thus afforded 
aji opportunity (bi the ciders of the great chamber to make 
common cause with their opponents, and redeem their fiaving 
supported the minister by now demanding the liberation of 
theu: brethren. The consequence was, that Mazarui was 
obiiwed to yield, and to meditate another measure of authority. 
He brought the young king to parliament; and in a bed of 
justice caused him, sitting on his throne, to order the registry 
of nineteen fiscal edicts. The parliament dared not to mur- 
mur in the presence of royalty, though hut in&nt, and the 
minister for fliis time triumphed. 

In the following year Emery attempted to establish an 
oc(roi or las on dl articles of consumption entering Paris ; 
but this he was obliged to abandon, and Mazarin in his dis- 
tress recurred to the old ruinous routine of creating new 
offices and selling them. This he thought the scheme most 
acceptable to the parliament But they were now acquainted 
with their strenglii, and with the tuuid character of the min- 
ister, who felt once more obliged to make use of the dignity 
of the king's presence. A bed of justice was accordingly hold 
in February, 1648. The parliament registered in silence, hut 
on the following day declared its assent to have been forced, 
and the registry invalid. The queen was enraged at tliis 
audacious act She warmly expre^ed her indignation against 
the canaille, or rabble, who, to use the words of madame de 
Motteville, were infected with such a dangerous love of the 
public good. Confident of the royal rights, Anne of Austria 
Bent to ask the parliament, " Did it beheve itself to possess 
the right of luniting the king's autborityV' — a dangerous 
question, at a time when the commons of England, bearing 
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the same name of parliamoiit, by which the French judicial 
body was designated, had proclaimed republican principles, 
Mid w^re that very moment warring upon their monarch. 
There is no doubt that some of the younger members of the 
French judicature entertained a wish at this moment io imi- 
tate their insular neighhors, Thia was but a latent and rarely 
entertained idea, and whatever slig-ht root it had, was utterly 
destroyed by the catastrophe of king Charles's execution in 
the following year. 

At present the parliament gravely deliberated on the 
queen's question, and the speeches of many of its members 
no doubt echoed the great principles of liberty. We find 
some of these maxims in De Reti. " There is none but God 
who can subsist alone,"* said that personage, whose volume 
of memoirs appears to be one of more value, and to testify 
more ^nius than all the boasted che&ni'teuvre of the age 
immediately succeeding. " The firmest monarchies, the most 
despotic kmgs, can only be supported by men and by laws 
united. One of them without the other will never suffice." 
He afterwards proceeds to assert, that kingly authority had 
ever been limited in France. The aristocracy and the parlia- 
ment he considers the proper check, but the word states- 
general never drops from his pen. He thus describes the 
conduct of the parliament: — "It grumbled on the subject of 
the edict, and no sooner was it heard Io murmur, tlmn the 
public started up. Half awake, we set about groping for 
the laws of the state. They were nowhere to be found. We 
were frightened ; we clamored ; we asked them of each 
other ; and in the general agitation questions arose, exciting 
animosity here, dissatisfaction there. The people entered 
into the sanctuary, tore away tJie veil that ought for ever 
to cover all that can be said or thought upon the rights of 
Bubjectsand the rights of kings, interests that can never agree 
but in silence. The hall of the judicial jralace profened these 

The question of the queen, and the debate upon it, instead 
of terrifying the magistrates, gave the younger fresh spirit 
to advance in opposition. Those were moved by tho free 
spirit of the times, and the wish to imitate the English par- 
liament ; the elder as well as the less speculative and tranqui 
members jouiing in the opposition from hatred to the cardinal, 
whose last edicts proposed a considerable reduction in their 
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salaiiee. This latter was a fuieese on the part of Mimarii], 
to make it appear that the opposition of the magistratea 
proceeded irom their private interests; another blunder of 
his over-astatene^. In fine, the younger and more violent 
members, the reformers as they mig-ht be called, succeeded 
in carrying their plan, which was a union of the chieft of 
the magistracy, with deputies from the inferior membera 
and, wiUi the municipality of Paris, forming an assembly for 
the reformation of the state. 

'I'he qaeen lost all temper at this practical reply to a ques- 
tion that she deemed unanswerable. She accused Maz(irin 
of weakness, because he sought to calm her. The assembly 
was forbidden. It met in despite of this, and the prohibition 
was recalled. At length, in July, it produced its plan of 
reformation. This recommended, in the first place, the re- 
moval of the intendants, whom Richelieu had appointed ; the 
diminution of the taille f the illegality of all taxes not con- 
sented to by the sovereign courts of law ; and, finally, a kind 
of habeas corpus, by which every prisoner was to be interro- 
gated within twenty-four hours after his arrest, and brouffht 
before hia natural judges. No marvel that the court, in the 
words of De Retz, fell itself " touched in the apple of the 
eye" by these bold demands, which constituted no less than a 
free constitution. It cost Anne of Austria fresh tears, aud 
new bursts of rage. The blood of Cliarles V. and Philip II. 
mi^t well boil within her. Not in a position to deny, the 
minister determuied to evade. In a bed of justice the young 
Iting was made to grant some immaterial paj± of the de- 
maMs ; but the principal articles were found to want the 
expresdon which gave tiiem force. The presence of royalty 
did not now keep down the murmurs, and the boyhood of 
Louis XIV. unfortunately saw his dignity insulted and his 
authority denied. Bred up in these quarrels, his young ears 
drank in the continued complaints and imprecations of hia 
mother against the parliament; and the circumstances in- 
creased that strong bias to despotism which was but natural 
to his station. 

Nevertheless, the queen and Mazarin had no thought but 
of yielding, and of deferring the recovery of authority to a 
future period; when tidmga o? the victory gained by the 
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priiice of Conde at Lens arrived, roused the drooping epirita 
of the court, and excited it to resistance. On the 26th of 
August the iiing went in state to hear Te Deum sung in 
honor of the victory* The opportunity was taken of the miU- 
fary force attending' this ceremony to arrest six of the chief 
magistrates. Broussel was (he name of the principal. The 
news of his imprisonment created a tumult, which soon grew 
into a seditious mob, clamoring for the libecalion of the pris- 
oners. The mareschal de la Meilleraye wilh 200 guards 
tried to disperse fhera ; he drove them Irack to the Pont Neuf, 
where his progress was impeded, and where he met De Retz, 
coadjutor ef the archbishop of Paris, who had rushed out in 
his robes amongst the mob. After having harangued and 
momentarily tranquiOizeiJ the populace, De Retz hurried with 
the mareschal to the Palais Boyal, to represent the aknning 
slate of the city to the queen. Anne of Austria, who knew 
the coadjutor's character, suspected him as one more likely 
to throw oii than water on the flame. "It is rebellion itself 
to imagine that Uie people can rebel," said she : " you would 
have me deliver Broussel; I will first strangle him with 
these hands." This resentment, seconded by the jeers of 
the court, had the ill eflect of convei-ting De Retz into a 
dangerous enemy. The mob, however, dispensed for that 
day; and it was not till the morrow tlmt, on the meetmg 
rf the parliament, and in full cogniiance of the matter, the 
more respectable citizens joined the populace in renewing tlie 
tumult. The queen had troopa. Defence was necessary, and 
tradition pointed out the means. In a few hours the barri- 
cades of the league were renewed. The slreets were every 
where broken up; and Ihese intrenchmenls, guarded by an 
armed population, became, as the milittiry men of that day 
avowed, impregnable to a force of whatsoever magnitude. 

The presidents and chiefs of the parliament now proceeded 
to supplicate the queen to allay the tumult by rendering up 
the prisoners. At first unhearkened to, the people drove 
them back into the palace, and into the queen's presence ; to 
whom a sister queen, the wife of the unfortunate Charles L, 
(hen present, observed, that the troubles in landon wera 
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never more passionate nor more Blflrminff. The courf, waa 
forced to yield. Brousael and Blancmenil were restored to 
liberty. The barricades were immediately levelled, and the 
people ceased their turbulence and clamor. "Never was 
disorder more orderly managed," says madame de Motteville ; 
"the citizens who had taken up arms to prevent the ascend- 
ency of the rabble and !o check pillage, were little more 
peaceable than the populace itself, and roared for the libera- 
tion of Brousael widi equal violence," The court in yielding 
had but temporized, however ; and it soon made its escape 
from the capital to_St. Germain's. Such was the first insur- 
rection of the Fronde. As it bad been commenced by troops 
of urchins, who at that time amused themselves with slings, 
the wits of the court cabled the insurgents /ronifeurs, or 
slingers, insinuating that their force was trifling, and their 
aim merely mischief The young lords and dames, who after- 
wards embraced the party, willingly adopted a name which 
80 well characterized their petulance, and sportive rather 
than serious rebellion. 

The hopes of the queen were now in the young prince of 
Conde. But that young hero, though opposed to the party of 
the importans, waa not prepared to martyrize his popularity 
for Mazarin. He proposed his mediation. Mazarin accepted 
it, well knowing how soon the hot prince would lose patience 
at the formal and democratic pleadings of the parliamentary 
statesmen. De Retz, now the leading man of the popular 
party, made every effort to gain Conde, who replied, " My 
name is Louis de Bourbon: I will not shake the throne." 
Through his means negotiations were entered into with the 
court; the elders of the parliament, and Mole, the president, 
at their head, being anxious to avoid a civil war, whilstlbe 
violent party, bestowing on the pacific chiefs the nickname of 
barbons, pushed matters to extremities. They had revived 
an old law, passed after the fell of the mareschal d'Ancre, 
which prohiHted the administration of the kingdom by for- 
eigners, thus aiming at Mazarin. Still a second accommo- 
dation took place : a royal declaration, dated the SSlh of Oc- 
tober,accepted the pn.icipol articles of the plan pf reformation, 
and the court once more took up its residence.iti the capital. 

This proved but a hollow truce, entered into by both parties 
out of respect for Conde, whom both feared, and both hoped 
to gain. The popular party was suspicious ; De Retz eon 
tinned his intrigues ; whilst the queen urged Conde to make 
preparations for defending the royal authority by force. It has 
been the iate of all attempts to establish liberty in France to 
bo frustrated, not by tb^ opposition of the aristocracy, but by 
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their affecting' to abet and to adopt ils princples. Having 
under this pretext obtained the lead, they have ever perverted 
the force of tile cause to their own selfish or frivolous inter- 
ests, thus proving equally fatal in their friendship as tlieir 
enmity. The nobles and princes of the biood, taking the lead 
of tJic popular party, destroyed all Its efforts for freedom under 
Charles VL The struggle of the Huguenots for religiou 
liberty was perverted in the same way. To what eUfi was al 
the blood of the French Protestants spilled, and their victories 
achieved 1 To the establishment of the house of Bourhon, and 
to the oppression and ruin of themselves. In the Fronde, the 
magistracy of Paris, supported by the citizens, endeavored to 
supply the want of a national assembly. They ftamed a con- 
stitution, i forced it on the court without effusion of blood , 
and might have succeeded in upholding and perhaps araelior 
ating if, when the young noblesse interfered, drove the cilizem 
to insurrectbn first, then I» Bubmission, and for the ealte of 
their selfish quarrels, which all their light-heartedness and 
valor cannot redeem, they sacrificed the last hope that the 
French had of even a degree of liberty ; they pierced the last 
plank that shut out the overwhelming ocean of despotism. 
We certainly, of the present day, can look but with a small 
degree of hope or approfiation on a judicial body which grasps 
at legislative power. But had the noblesse known its true 
interests, and acted its natural part of mediator, the states- 
general might have superseded tiie parliament in its political 
functbns ; the moderation of (he provmcial deputies would 
have tempered tlie ardor of the capital, and the ever consecu- 
tive extremes of insurrection and pusillanimous submission 
midit both have been avoided. 

The old party of the imporlans now roused itself. The 
due de Beaufort escaped from prison. The due de Boaillon, 
smarting under the loss of Sedan, jomed counsels with him ; 
and both intrigued with the violent men in the parliament to 
form an insurrectbn against the court. The duchess of 
Longueville brought her charms to support the same cause: 
these decided De la Rochefoucault, her lover, to adopt it 
She used al! her influence to the same effect with her brother 
Conde in vain. In de&ult of hun, the prince of Conti, of the 
same femily, was won over. No cause could subsist, in the 
opinion of these gentlemen, unless it could boast the name of 
a prince of the blood. The duchess of Chevreuse, though sfill 
in exile, corresponded with the party, and promised to it the 
accession of the princes of Lorraine. Madame de Montbazon 
was found united in the same cause with her rival, madame 
de Longueville. The mareschal d'Hoequincourt offered "i^ 
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Btrong and iroportont fortreaa which he commanded, iii homage 
to the charms of the former. "Peronne," wrote he to her, 
"is at the disposal of the fairest of the feir." A crowd of 
nobles gaily joined the conspiracy; and the court waa once 
more obliged to make its escape from Paris, and retire to 
St. Gennaja'a, in January, 1649. 

Strong and extreme measures were at last resolved upon 
although not prepared with that vigor and foresight tJiat 
Richelieu would have displayed. Troops, under Conde and 
Ihe duke of Orleans, prepared to invest Paris, and occupied 
on either side of the city the bridges of Charenton and St. 
Cloud; but with only 12,000 men, the utmost of tlio royalist 
force, it was impossible to invest the raelropolis. A royal order, 
commanding the parliament to retire to Montargis, was 
treated by teem with contempt. A civic guard was raised, 
to the number of ia,00O; the chief officers, it is remarkable, 
being lawyers and officers of parliament ; (he provost of the 
merchants, however, retained the supreme command. In addi- 
tion to these, a stipendiary force of 20,000 men was raised in 
a few days, by means of a house-tas, fixed at so much tor 
every plain house-door, and double the sum for the gate which 
admitted a carriaga The noblesse did not forget their petty 
ambition, even in adopting the burgess cause. The duke of 
Elbceuf had first seized on the chief command, and was 
reluctant to yield it to the prince of Conti. The due de Beau 
fort, however, was the most popular chiefi owing to his affable 
manners and handsome person. He was called the roi ths 
halles (the king of the markets). The war, if it can be called 
such, commenced by the attack of the Bastile, at which the 
ladies of the party assisted. It Buirendered gallantly to these 
fascinating adversariea. On his side, Conde began to press 
towards the wall ; and some skirmishes took place, in which 
a few were slain ; amongst others, the due de ChfttiUon. 

Two circumstances soon after occurred, that much altered 
the views and shook the resolutions of flie court. One was 
the delection of Turenne, who, won over by his brother the 
due de Bouillon, promised to march the army, which he com- 
manded on the lUiine, to the support of the Fronde ; the other 
was the connexion of the/rondeur nobles with Spain, and the 
public reception by the parliament of an envoy from that 
power. This savored of the inveteracy of ihe League. The 
elder m^strates, and principally Mole the president, indig- 
nant at this alliance with the enemS of the country, began 
to exert Ijemselves to frustrate the violent projects of the 

?ava\g noblesse, and to seek an accommodation with the court, 
'he majority of the parliament, already difgusted with the 
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froward, frivolous, and arrogant behavior of tlic nobles, came 
so iir into the eame views, that Mole himself, with soine of 
his brethren, were dispatched to the queen at Ruel, to essay 
an accommodation. The court grasped at the opportunity, 
. but still negotiated for advantages ; whilst De Bouillon Etirred 
the populace of Paris against the moderation of the parlia- 
ment, and urged the alliance with Spain. Mole, determined 
to disappoint the ambitious duke, signed a treaty with the 
court in hasfe, on the 11th of March, ere Turenne could 
arrive, or Spain dispatch its aid. 

Great was the indignation of tJie populace, and of the sedi 
tious leaders, at the news of this peace. All cried out treasor 
Bouillon was confounded, and De Retz perplexed. Mole knew 
that he risked his life by thus balking the seditious ardor of 
both the nobles and the mob ; but the thought gave him cour- 
age, not hesitation. The critical moment was that of declar- 
ing (he treaty to the assembled parliament. A ferocious 
crowd, crying "Treason! no peace! no Mazarin!" sur- 
rounded tie palace of justice; and the throng within its 
walls was scarcely less hostile or less calm. A&le stood up 
and read the trea^ ; clamor instantly covered his voice. The 
prince of Conti exclaimed against a peace concluded without 
his knowledge, and that of the nobles his friends. " You, 
then, are the cause," retorted Mole: " whilst we were at Ruel, 
you were treating with the enemies of France; you were 
inviting the archduke, the Spaniard, and the ibe, to invade the 
kingdom." " It is not without the consent of several mem- 
bers of the parliament that we took this step," replied the 
prince, not denying the charge. " Name them," was Mole's 
instant retort ; " name the traitors, tliat we may proceed to 
try and judge them." 

The firmness of the president at once awed the nobles, and 
won over the majority of the assembled magistrates to support 
liim. The only hope of the fevorers of sedition.ww m tho 
rabble, which, mcensed and tumultuous, had penetrated into 
the passages and corridors of the palace. Some, with po- 
niards and arms, demanded the head of the president " Give 
ua up the grande barbe (long beard);" so they called the 
venerable magistrate. Others shouted the word " Republic" 
Mole heard tJiem with unshaken courage. Those around 
besought him to make his escape by a postern. "Justice 
never skulks," replied Mole, " nor will I, its representative. 
I may perish, but will never commit an act of cowardice, 
which would give hardihood to the mcA." Accordant to this 
magnanimous resolution, the chief magistrate walked boldly 
down the principal staircase through the mob, awing the most 
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audacious by his flrmness. Even De Retz was lost in admi- 
ration ; and has recorded " that lie could perceive in the coun 
tenance of Mole, then threatened by the fury of the multi 
tude, not a motion that did not indicate imperturbable fimmesB, 
and at the same time a presence and elevation of mind greatei 
than firmneBS, and every way supernatural." This is one of 
iJie noblest tnijta of courage which history has recorded. 

Wiien the chiefe of sedition saw that they could not con- 
quer, and that the treaty would pass in tJieir despite, each 
hastened to make his private offers and demands of the court 
Bouillon wanted Sedali ; Turenne, Alsace ; Elbceufi the guv- 
emment of Picardy ; Beaufort, to be admiral They were not 
listened to. Angered and resolved to proceed to extremities, 
they wrote to Turenne to advance, and to the archduke to in- 
vade the north. But Turenne's treason was defeated by D'Er- 
lach, commander of the Swiss ; himself obliged to fly ; and the 
archduke, his support Ming, retreated. Thus the moderate 
portion of the parliament, supported hy the civic guard, suc- 
ceeded in restoring peace wilii the court, despite Uie opposi- 
tion of the nohles and the mob. The reader will not Siil to 
remark how distinct these several claEses kept fiom each 
other, even when in alliance and fighting the same battles; 
a state of society that has not ceased at the present day to 
characterize France : whilst in England, the blending of the 
lower ranks of the nobly bom with the higher ranks of the 
industrious and uneiuiobled, efiected by the habits end institu- 
tions of the country, have rendered the pernicious line of 
demarcation betwixt castes-and classes almost invisible to the 
historian. 

The scene now shifts, and another act of the Fronde com- 
mences, displaying the chief actors in altogether new charac- 
ters and dresses. No sooner was the peace declared than the 
prince of Conde, jealous of the cardinal, united with the 
nobles whom he so lately combated: he visited his sister, 
miulome de liongueville, became reconciled to her, and to L« 
Rocheibucault ; the duke of Beaufort and the coadjutor being 
the only two that remained at the some time hostile to Maza- 
rin and jealous of Conde. A few nobles, however, were not 
sufficient to give weight to the demands of the prince, and 
Mazarin resisted Ihem. The prince, in consequence, saw the 
coadjutor, and planned, or pretended to form, an alliance with 
him and the violent members of the parliament. The court, 
terrified at the prospect of being so abandoned, and of seeing 
Conde at the head of the Frondeurs, granted all the desires 
of the latter, who, ashamed to breaJt with his new allies, yet 
left witliout a pretest to continue his quarrel with Mazarin, 
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" changed his mind 300 times in three days." The haug-hty 
prince, who hated the parliament and the rabble, at last 
decided to disappoint the coadjutor; he became reconciled to 
Mazarin, and of course quarrelled with the Frondeurs, whom 
lie accused of an attempt to assassinate him. The same 
imprudence, the eame haughtmess, petulance, and overbear- 
ing temper, marked the prince to whichever side he leaneil, 
and di^usted both. As a friend he was even more trouble" 
some liraji as an enemy ; Mazaiin and the queen felt this 
they could no longer tolerate his insolence ; and the presen 
moment, as he had left himself no friMids in any party, seemed 
the best opportunity for being revenged on him. To arrest 
and send the prince to prison was the old monarchic mode of 
treating the ftoward ; but one of the articles stipulated by the 
parliament, and secured to them in the last treaty, was, that 
eve^ priscBier should be interrogated m &ur-and-twenty 
hours, and dehvered over to his lawful judges. To infringe 
upon this law might rouse the parliament, and le-excite the 
rebeDion of the Parisiana To secure himself against such 
an event, Mazarin leagued with — whom I The coadjutor 
himself and the most violent of the Frondeurs ! They, the 
populace sharing their sentiments, hated Conde for his ancient 
enmity and his late desertion. De Retz and Mazajin, accord- 
ingly, had interviews, the former entering the Palais Royal 
by night in disguise : the consequence of this secret under- 
atanding soon appeared. The prince of Conde, the prince of 
Conti hia brother, and the due de Longuevillg, were arfested 
at the door of the council-chamber, and sent to Vincennes.* 
The dukes of Bouillon, and La Rochefoucault, the ducheea 
de Longueville and Turenne, succeeded in escaping; the 
princesses of Conde were ordered to retire to Chantiily. 
Bonfires, illuminations, and every sign of joy on. the part of 
the Parisians, marked this extreme measure. The popular 
hatred of Conde, and confidence in De Retz, lulled for the 
moment their dislike of the cardinal Mazarin. 

Two events which mark the spirit of the time, and which 
occurred previous to the prince's arrest, must not be passed 
over. The honor of a tabouret, or stool at court, was only 
granted to the ladies of princes of sovereign houses, or ti> 
the wives of dukes and peers. Exceptions, however, had 
been made in favor of the younger branches of the Rohans, 
the La Tremouilles, and the family of Bouillon. La Roche- 
foucault pretended to the same distinction: the prince of 
Conde supported his claim. The noblesse instantly assembled 
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to the number of 800, and fonned a protest against such pre- 
tensions, which went, they said, to destroy the natural equal- 
ity that existed amongst all gently born. Tlie dispute led 
to a discussion of political nghta and principles, ^en the 
dangerous mania of the age; and aome voices clamored for 
the states-general. The French noblesse are entitled certain- 
y to the credit of having demanded these national assembliea 
at a time when the judicial body or parliament, in wkan Ihe 
fovor and confidence of the people were then centred, depre- 
cated any such proposition. It may be asked why the clneS 
of the Judteature, and siich upright lovers of liberty as Mole, 
were opposed to the convocafion of the states-^ner^. The 
answer is, that the example of England, then m the mouths 
and minds rf many, terrified them, and made them prefer 
their own body as e constitutional check, to such a represent- 
ative assembly as that which, in the neighboring kingdom, 
had begun with civil war, and ended in regicide and despot- 
ism. It must bo owned they had some cause for fear. A 
revolution is bad enough; but an imitative revolution, a 
parody of such a. great event, is to be deprecated tenfold, as 
mcurring all the evUs and few of the advantages of the 
convulsion. Already the people of Paris talked of republics 
and liberty; the monarchy, they said, was too old, and it waa 
time it ^ould expire. Nay; flie duke of Bouillon himselg 
adopting the revolutionary phrase, proposed on one occasioa 
to purge ihe parliament The taste for assemUing and de^ 
bating was generaL The annuities charged cai the Hotel de 
Ville were suspended hy the troubles : 3000 of these fund 
holders, chiefly citizens of Paris, met, drew up resolutions, 
petitioned, and clothed themselves in Hack, the uniform of 
the tiers or third estate. Mole instantiy rebuked Uiem, as 
■ attempting to form a chambre de communes, a house of com 
mons. The burgesses were indignant at the comparison : and 
this very reproach, that they were iroitatin(j the commrais of 
England, had great efiect in dissipating their assembly. This 
is an early instance of the law of repulsion, by which Eng- 
land and li^iee so often react one upon the other in politica* 
opinions. The English revolution of the eeventeenfli century 
contributed strongly, by its crimes, its abuses, and its ex- 
tremes, to check the progress of liberty in France, and to 
give to despotism its strongest plea — expediency. The French 
revolution of the eig'hteenth century resuscitated toryism 
with us, tfiough cerlamly in an inferior and very ineifective 
decree. 

Principles, however, were soon forgotten in the general 
sympathy which the misfortunes of Conde excited. The 
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naughtiness, the imprudences, of the hero of Rocroi and Lens 
were now forgotten ; and the nobility began to rally to hia 
cause ns their own. The court were at first successful in 
reducing Normandy, the government of the duke of Longne- 
viJJe; but in Languedoo and tlie provinces on the Gironde, 
the dukes of La Rochefoucault and Bouillon soon gathered an 
army of adherents, and were joined by the wife and inlaiit 
Bon of the prince. Clemence de Maille, princess of Conde, 
had hitherto commanded little respect either from the world 
or from her husband, who, having married her merely as the 
niece of cardinal Richelieu, was ashamed of her humble 
origin and his own condescension. She now however dis- 
played a heroism and an attachment worthy of the spouse raf 
the great Conde. The princess escaped with her young son, 
the due d'Enghien, from Chantilly, and after some delay in a 
fortified place, joinai the dukea of La Rouchefoucault and 
Bouillon in the south. But the noblesse was not then the 
predominant order in the state, and she was obliged to seek 
more powerful protection in the parliament of Bourdeaui. 
This provincial court of justice was highly incensed against 
the duke of Epemon, governor of Languedoe; and conse- 
quently ill-disposed towards the queen and cardinal, who 
seconded him. They of course embraced with ardor the new 
laws established by the parliament of Paris, which gave to 
the courts of magistracy power to control the measures of 
government, and which forbade arrests without bringing the 
accused to speedy trial. They could little comprehend the 
maniEuvres by which De Retz and hia violent party induced 
the irarliament of Paris to overlook the imprisonment of 
Conde. They were eager to take his part, and to admit the 
princess within their walls; but at the same time had con- 
siderable distnist of the nobles who supported her, and who 
were negotiating witli Spam. To satisfy tliese scruples, the 
princess entered Bourdeaus -alone; but the popular clamor 
drownmg tlie voice of the magistrates, she soon had the city 
at her command, end the dukes of Bouillon and La Roche- 
foucault entered with their troops and took the command. 

The flueen and Mazarin led Uie young king, and an army 
commanded by the mareschal de la Meilleraye, to reduce 
Bourdeaujt. Ita first fcat was to raae Verteuil, the famous 
chfiteau of the La Rochefoucault &mily, — a barbarous act. 
and inconceivable in Maaarin, who loved the arts. Bourdoaux 
was then invested, and its suburb was carried after a valiant 
defence, in which La Rochefoucault displayed remarkable 
irallantry. To gain footing in the town itself was soon found 
impossible, rucIl was llie obstinacy of tlie armed citizrna. 
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Whilst Mazarin and the court thus lay encamped heiitre 
Bourdeaux, Turenne bad entered the north of France, and 
v-'as marching witliout opposition towards the capital, intend- 
ing to liberate the princes from Vincennea. Conde, confined 
ill tlie donjon of that castle, whiled away his captivity by 
cultivating the few flowers that the terrace of hB window 
could contain. " Who would have thought," exclaimed he, 
on learning the resistance of Bourdeaux, " that my wife should 
he fighting whilst I was gardening !" The princes were re- 
moved &ora Vincennes t» the safer retreat of Marcoussy, and 
Turenne, fearing to indi^mse the parliament of Paris by 
8|^arbff at the head of foreign troops, retired again towards 
the irontier. 

The coadjutor and the violent Frondenrs grew weary of 
tJieir alliance witli Mazarin, into which tlieir fear and hatred 
of Conde had alone induced Ihem to enter. They not only 
fcund Mazarin ungrateful and insincere, refusing even to De 
Retz the cardinal's hat that he demanded, but their popularity, 
which was their chief force, and their influence over the 
parliament, were rapidly diminishmg from their union with 
the court Mazarin, suspecling the intention of the Pron- 
deura, and alarmed by the march of Turenne, granted peace 
to Bourdeaux, concluding more a truce than a treaty with 
the princess of Conde, Rochefbucault and Bouillon. The minis- 
ter then returned to Parie, where be found the parliament no 
longer silent as to the arrest of Conde, bot prepared to expos- 
tulate, and demand his release. Mazarin caused the princes 
to be instantly conveyed from Marcoussi to Havre de Gr&ce, 
where they were still more in his individual power, la 
Rochefbucault and Bouillon also returned to Paris ; and a 
series of intrigues took place ; these partisans of Conde ne- 
gotiating at Jhe same time both with the coadjutor and with 
Mazarin for his release. An alliance with either would effect 
this, and La Rochefoucault was in doubt. The coadjutor, in 
tlie liabit of a cavalier, came tpy night to the rendezvous at 
the bouse of the princess palatine. La Rochefoucault went 
in equal secrecy to the Palais Royal. The over-caution of 
the cardinal lost his cause. La Rochefoucault pressed him 
at once to conclude the alliance, and give orders that Conde 
should be set at liberty. Mazarin hesitated. Unprincipled as 
he was huasel^ be could not believe it possible that the 
fttends of Conde could unite with De Retz. LaRochefciu- 
eault warned the cardinal in parting that the morrow would 
be loo fate. Mazarin smiled incredulity and irresolution ; and 
the duke hurrying to the other place of rendezvous, concluded 
It with the coadjutor. The efiects of this alii- 
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ance were immediately manifest. Tlic majority of the par- 
liament clamored for Ihe release of Conde, and addressed the 
queen on the subject, it was necessary to yield ; and Mazarin 
saw that, deserted by all parties, he would intallibly be the 
victim. In his rage he anathomatized the parliament before 
the whole court, called it an English house of commons, com- 
pared the coadjutor De Retz to Cromwell and himself to 
Btraffbrd, and declared that, in sacrificing ils minister to popu- 
lar clamor, the crown would, as in the case of Strafford, sacri- 
fice itselE This conversation, being reported to the parlia- 
ment by De Retz, raided a storm indescribable, and termmated 
in an address to the queen, desiring that Maaarin sliould*be 
banished from her councils, and Uiat the prince should be 
liberated. Naught was left the t^rdinal hut flight. He took 
his departure immediately. It was agreed that the queen and 
young king were to follow him, and that, possessed of Havre 
and tiie persons of the princes, they would be able either by 
open war or negotiation to bring the parliament and th« 
FrondeuTS to more reasonable terms. This project however 
fmled through the cunning and activity of the CMdjulor, who, 
learning the queen's intention of departing, raised a moh 
around tiie pdace, and made her virtually a prisoner there. 
Cardinal Mazarin alone found himself witiout authority. He 
could not even gain entrance into Havre unless unattended. 
He entered, nevertheless, saw the captive princes of Conde, 
Conti, and Longueville, endeavored to cajole them, end set 
them at liberty, without receiving in return a single mark of 
gratitude or regard. Thus every way disappointed, Mazarin 
resigned himself to hb disgrace, and left the kingdom. 

The princeof Conde was now all-powcrfiil: the parliament, 
the Fronde, the noblesse, the populace, had all rallied to hira ; 
the minister was in exile, the queen a prisoner. Mouy hlamed 
him for not setting aside Anne of Austria, and assuming tlie 
regency ; but he was totally without the qualities requisite for 
taking advantage of his position ; he was too laz;^, too confi- 
dent, too generous, loo rash ; and, malting not a single exer- 
tion, the several parties that had united to compel at once his 
release and the exile of the minister, were allowed again to 
fall asunder, and abandon to the court the recovery of its an- 
cient influence. The noblesse at this period were animated 
with a strong desire to imitate the magistracy, and, by remain- 
ing united, to restore or re-establish tSe influence of the aris- 
tocracy, in opposition both to crown and judicature. They 
assembled in the convent of the Cordeliers (afterwards doomed 
to hold a club of a very different kind, that of Danton), and 
formed a housa of peers, discussing state, affairs, and fixing 
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the prhileg-es of the nobles. The parliament took fire at this, 
and forbade the assemblies. The iioblesBe looked to Conde tc 
head them ; but he, without principle or aim, ajid deeming his 
interests, as prince of the blood, distinct from those of the 
aristocracy, held hack at this crisis. The noblesse called the 
assembly of the church, then sitting', to their aid, who pro- 
tested, and complained liiat the parliament had altered the an- 
cient constitution of the kingdom, by adding- themselves as a 
fourth and spurious estate to the three established ones of 
king, lords, and commons. Despite of this, the parliament iiad 
force and the popular feeling on its side. The noblesse were 
obliged to succumh, and diesolvcd their assembly ; not, how- 
ever, before they had recourse to the queen and the royal 
authority, who issued a declaration, promising to convoke the 
slates-general fi^ iJie following September. 

Here the queen recovered consideratbn and authority sufB- 
cient to enable her to aim at and grasp more, by allying with 
the prince of Conde. One of the stipulations betwixt them 
waa, that the marriage should be broken off betwixt the 
prince of Conti and mademoiselle de Chevreuse. The coad- 
jutor, connected by gallantry and friendship with the ftniily 
of Chevreuse, was mdignant at this, and a quarrel ensued 
betwixt Conde and the old party of the Fronde. Hence 
another scene in liie drama, which represents Conde insulted 
by those very men who had been so instrumental in releasing 
him. De Eetz and the prince nearly came to biowa in the 
Pakce of Justice ; and the former had almost fallen a victmi 
to the pa^ionof La Rochefoncault, who jammed liie coadjutor 
betwixt two folding-doors till he waa almost suffocated: the 
duke at the same time called to one of his friends to stab De 
Retz, an injunction that waa not obeyed, and perhaps not 
intended to be obeyed. It is, nevertheless, startling to the 
modem reader to find the courtly author of the " Maxims" 
engaged personally in the office, and using the language, of 
Ihe assassin. 

The consequence of these dissensions was the recovery of 
hor authority by Anne of Austria, who, in affecting to ally 
with Conde, was merely enticing him to disgust, and desert, 
the Fronde. This achieved, she flung off the mask, and 
Conde found himself as much detested by ell parties as a 
few months back he was their fiivorite and their rallying word. 
Wie prince, thus deserted, endeavored to make common cause 
with the noblesse, and clamored for the states-general ; but 
it waa too late; the parliament united with flie court in 
opposing their convocation, and Coiidii in despair retired from 
Paris, obliged to seek support in civil war and in alliance 
with Spain. 
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In September, 1651, Louis XIV., then approaching fourteen 
years of age, was declared to have completed hie minority. 
The day was celebrated with great magnificence. The royal 
authority remained, however, as before, in the hands of tlie 
queen; her only thought was the recall of Mazarin. The 
attachment borne by Anne to this prelate-minister is ineipli 
cable. She might have reigned supreme, and been the arbitet 
betwixt contaiding parties, could she have consented U) 
leave Mazarin aa exile. De Retz endeavored to impress tliia 
necessity upon her ; but power appeared to her worthless 
without the cardinal ; and no sooner had Conde broken with 
the parliament, and burst into war against the court, than the 
minister prepared to return. He levied an army, made an 
attempt on Brissac, and soon after joined the court at_Poitiers, 
taking as usual the chief seat in the coimcil. The rage of 
the parliament was escessive on learning this: they set a 
reward on the cardinal's head; and new convinced of the 
little reliance to be placed either on the queen or prince, the 
chief magistrates endeavored to form a third or central party, 
which should make head against both. Mazarin had, how- 
ever, been gaining Siends. He now married two of his nieces, 
one to the heir of the due de Bouillon, another to a son of the 
duo de Vendflme. Bouillon had Sedan restored to him by the 
cardinal in return for this alliance, which brought over to the 
court the powerfiil aid of Turenne. 

The mareschal d'Hocqumcourt had still the command of the 
royal army; it was encamped at Blesneau near the Loire. 
Conde, who was endeavoring to rally Bourdeaus to his cause 
with little effect, left the south, and suddenly joining his army, 
surprised Hocquincourt and defeated him. Turenne, who 
commanded the reserve of the royalists, exclaimed, on per- 
ceiving the order and manner of tiie attack, " The prince is 
there !" But for Turenne, the defeat of Hocquincourt would 
have proved iatal to the court ; but the former general, though 
able to rally but 4000 men, contrived to post them with such 
advantage and skill as to defeat all the eftbrts of Conde to 
follow up his victory. 

The prince then hastened to Parte, hoping to find the p&i^ 
liament his ally against Mazarin : but the stem magistrates, 
though firm in their abhorrence of that minister, were not 
more fevorable to Craide, and openly reproached him with ids 
Spanish alliance. From the parliament he did not scruple tb 
appeal to the people, whose lowest class rose in tumult, and 
nireatened the magistrates. The very courts proved no 
refuge : counsellors and judges were insulted and even beaten 
BB Mazarins. On one occasion tJie mob clamored befln^ the 
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house of Mole ; hia terrified domestics armed theniselres, and 
barricaded every entrance. The president at length, hearing 
tlie tumult, instantly ordered iJiat his doors should be thrown 
(open : the rabble rushed in, shouting' and triumphant, till they 
met, "great beard," as they called the chief judge. They 
iiesitated at his aspect : but when he addressed them in angry 
tones, and threatened t^yhang them at his gate, they all fled 
instantly as ftom the very sword of justice. 

Conde, thus disappointed in the support of the parliament, 
and of the respectable citizens, could not cope unaided with 
the royal army. The Parisian rabble, very forward in a riot, 
could not be made to stand the fire of regular troops. The 
prince having recourse to the Spaniards, who, busied them- 
selves in the sieges of Gravelines and Dunkirk, induced the 
duke of Lorraine to march into France and support Conde. 
The skilful strategy of Turenne, however, compelled this 
new auxiliary to retreat ; and the prince, etler a fresh attempt 
to raise sedition in the capital and control the parliament, was 
reduced lo fight Turenne with lar inferior fiirces. The latter 
drove him from St. Cloud, and Conde marched to take post at 
Charenton, when, his rival pressing him closely, as he defiled 
round the walls of Paris, the prince was obliged to throw 
himself into the lauxbourg St. Antoine, behind the intrench- 
ments formerly raised for their defence by the inhabitants. 

The gate of Paris called St Antoine was then immediately 
under &e Bastile, the cannon of which swept the three roads 
diverging from it Conde, denied entrance into the city, was 
still secure from attack on this side ; and, posted in the central 
position of the gate St. Antoine, he determined to make head 
agamst the royalists, who approached to attack him hy the 
three roads. Mazarin, and Louis XIV. were on the heighta, 
now covered with tlie cemetery of Pfere la Chaise, spectators 
of the ensuing action, the young monarch being most anxious 
to witness the destruction of this rebellious prince. The triple 
attack commenced; that on the prince's left, conjmanded by 
three sworn and personal enemies to him, was defeated by his 
valor, the chiefe all perishing^ The hero then rushed to defend 
tlfe central street ; he met Turenne in person, and there the 
conflict was more doubtful. "Did you see Conde during the 
action V asked some one of Turerme when the alGiir was 
over. " I must have seen a dozen Condes," was the reply : 
"he multiplied himself!"* On the right the action was mwit 
bloody : the nobles of tlie prince's party were almost all slain 
or wounded there, amongst the r^ la, Rochelbucault, who. 
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struck on the head, was carried off hj His wounded kqd. 
Turenne was the most powerful ; and no chance appeared of 
Conde'a savmg himself and Ihe relics of his army, when Uie 
gate of St. Antoine unespeetedly opened to receive him, the 
camion of the Bastile at the same time sending their fire up 
the three attacked streets, and thus effectually checkmg the 
progress of the royalists. 

This weU-timed succor came from mademoiselle de Mont- 
pensie, (kughter of the duke of Orleans, whose sympathy for 
the heroic Conde, now in distress, was aided by the clamors 
of the populace, enraged at beholding a rash and imprudent 
but still generous prmce sacrificed to the detested Maaarin. 
She wrung from the municipal officers the orders for opening 
the gates ; herself directed the firing of the guns of the Bas- 
tile ; nay, her hand is said to have applied the match. Made- 
moiselle had aspired to tiie hand of Conde, to tha.t of the king, 
and might hope ^t least to espouse a sovereign prince. But 
Mazarinobserved,onseeing the fire of the Bastile, and know- 
ing who commanded it, " Tiiat shot has killed the husband of 
mademoiselle." 

The prince of Conde, who had covered himself with glory 
as a warrior in the battle of Sh Antoine, now blotted his fair 
fame. The parliament was still opposed to him, and the 
respectable citizens equally averse to support his resistance. 
The prmce determined to try more forcible means of mtmit 
dation than had yet been nsed. An assembly of burgesses was 
held at the H6te! de Ville, Conde repaired thither, atcom- 
pajiied by a mob of hia lowest partisans, and demanded per- 
mission to raise troops and contributions. This demand being 
reftised, he left the meetmg and the Hfltel de Ville abruptly, 
exclaimmg that the burgesses were Mazarins. The woid 
was enough for the collected raoh, lyhich instantly attacked 
the Hotel de VUle. Soldiers in disguise, but armed, joined 
the tumult, and kept up a constant fire upon the windows 
and into the apartments. A great number of the citizens 
perished in the building; others were massacred in the 
streets. A considerable number fled, and sought reflige in 
tlie royal camp. 

By this sanguinary act, worthy of the daysof Ihe Armagnacs 
and Burgundians, Conde remained master of the munieii»l 
council, and in a little time of the parliament also. Tlie king 
summoned the magistrates of the latter to repair to Eonloise, 
and there hold their sittmgs, until Peris was restored to his 
authority. The greater number obeyed, and the capital was 
left destitute of all its principal citizens ; but even (hose, who 
remained preserved their resentment, and were not prepared 
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to skiop before the prince. The latter was unable to reap anj 
advantage from the ascendency which he had gained bj 
crimes. On. the contrary, the court gathered influence daily ; 
people began to be reconciled to l5e absolute power of me 
monarch, and even of tlie ministers, whidi at least secured 
them from plunder and assassination. The Parisians had now 
made five years' trial of opposition to the court, and of strug- 
gles for liberty. Each class had united, debated, intrigued, 
and fought for the ^rcat boon. The legists had planned and 
decreed a constitution ; but it was found not tenabZe, nor could 
the pretensions of the noblesse be reduced to system. Five 
years of turbulence, of anarchy, of mutual slaughter, had pro- 
duced no good effect, nor advanced the nation one step 
towards !he goal it sought England, too, whose example had 
stirred their emulation, might now serve to deter the French 
from insubordination. In short, with or without reason, the 
French of a sudden took a disgust to freedom. They invoked 
the royal authority bb the harbinger of peace, and were pre- 
pared to yield to il, making sacrifice of political creeds, and 
interests, and passions. The noblesse, all save Conde, im- 
plored j«rdon, and negotiated for impunity. They did not 
even murmur a. word of the states-generaL The magistrates 
abandoned their high claim to political right ; whilst the mob 
hailed Louis XIV., ou his entry into Paris, as esultingly as if 
the triumph had been theirs, not his. 

The court, however, deemed it necessary to assume tlie 
appearance of yielding on one hnportant point. Cardinal 
Mazarin retired to Sedan. This difficulty removed, few 
remained. The king published an amnesty, from which the 
princes and la Rochefoucault were excepted. Craide quitted 
Paris to join the Spanisli armies. The duke of Orleane was 
ordered to Blois, and the duke of Beaufort accompanied him. 
Louis entered Paris on the 21st of October, 1652, and held a 
bed of justice in his parliament on the following day, which 
WEB the anniversary of the &mou3 declaration, or constitution 
it might be called, of 1648. From his throne the monarch 
declared his will, that the parliament should no more presume 
to interfere with state affiiirs, to discuss or oppose them ; at 
the same time he forbade its members to cullivate the ac- 
quaintance of princes and grandeea This royal edict, annu!- 
hng its long and fiercely contested claims, the parliament 
registered without a murmur ; and from that hour the spirit 
as well as the insurrection of the Fronde may be considered 
as ceasing to exist, at least in the capifaL If a proof be 
needed, it lies in the arrest of the coadjutor, the cardinal De 
Retz, in a few weeks after, without a symptom i " ''ol, o[ 
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even chagrin, on le part of a people, of whom he liad been 
Ike jd&l and tlio leader so lately and EO long. Ilia great 
enemy ihua removed, cardinal iHazarin ventured to return. 
The Parisians welcomed bM feted him with a ficHenese that 
did them little honor. 

Thus ended the Fronde, an epoch little understood or 
developed hy historians. Voltaire diBQiisBes it in a few pogea, 
satisfied with recording its bon mots. He seems to have 
looked upon this civil war as merely a pastime, entered into 
by a' few ftoward youths and their mistresses. He did not 
see in it the sertous,Jhe sanguinary and unhappy struggle of 
a nation for its liberty.* Even later writers, more profound 
than Voltaire, have designated the Fronde os "the last cam- 
paign of the noblesse." It was indeed so. But the noblesse 
formed not the prominent body. It was the parliament, the 
magistracy, that put itself forward to represent the commons, 
of which they claimed and established the privileges for 
themselves. This was, no doubt, an audftcious and hopeless 
enJerprise. The slates-general, the ancient representetive 
assemWy of the nation, was the form to which they should 
have rallied. But the extravagance of tlie English parlia- 
ment deterred them; and they tixed upon their own body, as 
a less democratic and dangerous assembly, to participate in 
legislative power. The scheme was new : it was conceived 
with boldness, and supported with courage; and if the legists 
Med in arriving at settled liberty by its means, they may 
jlead that representative assemblies have frequently failed in 
the same endeavor. 

The moral to be drawn from these and similar attempts 
cannot be too strong;ly inculcated. This is, the necessity of 
consulting the traditions, the indigenous institutions, of a 
country, in any attempt to reform or remodel, or even to 
direct, its scheme of government. Countries, like men, have 
their peculiar character, which origin, climate, and fortune 
decide in the earlier epochs of civilization. Then it is that 
the political instincts of a nation become manifest ; seeking 
ander nature's guiding their true development, and putting 
fcrth the roots 3" a social system, the growth of which man 
may check or aid, may prune or endow with fresh luxuriance, 
but which to destroy and re-creato at pleasure is as mucl> 
beyond his pow er as to put together and build up the oak of 
the forest. 



i..,Goo^lf 



3 passed in this narration since the reader 
was congratulated on quitting the annals of despotic power, 
in wliich the course of events and fkte of countrieB were 
decided solely by the personal character of monarchs, the 
seiSsh intiiguea of their gnindeea and courtiers, and by the 
great predominance of chance, the influence of which is ever 
in inverse proportion to the progress of liberty and enlighten- 
ment At that period, a phenomenon called principle began 
to make its appearance, acting as a motive and as a bond 
amongst men, and proving at times an obstacle against which 
all the efforts of monarch and pontiff dashed in vam. Symp- 
toms of this, more or less numerous, endured down to the 
present lime. Civil and reliffious freedom were understood 
and prized ; various views and tenets of either animated per- 
sonages and parties, giving a life and a moral interest to the 
historic scene, whidi now for a long interval it is again doom- 
ed to want. 

We re-enter the reign of tyranny, where all the intellect 
of the nation, as well as its external pride and independence, 
bows hefora the monarch's throne ; where servitude supplies 
the place of creed, and selfidi v^ desires of superiority, not 
wormy the nameof ambition, form the proudest passion of the 
breast. Again we are to lose sight of the people, nay, of the 
country itself; lo occupy ourselves with a knot of courtiers 
and their chief. The amours of the latter are to be recorded, 
and the chronicles of scandal raked, hi order to date the 
reign of his many nUBtresees. History grows merely personal, 
— a lewd, a gay and prattling biography, a splendid and 
empty pageant, magnificent without dignity, glittering with- 
out worth. The philosopher's eye disdains to contemplate a 
scene where the petty motives and acts of private life must 
be produced on the puUic stage, and where the fate of em- 
pires must be traced to causes better calculated to string 
together the incidents of a novel 

The events of Louis XIV.'s youth were such as to inspire 
him notonly witlihigh ideas of his kingly rights, but to prove 
to him the necessity of absolute lower in the monarch. Ir 
II.— 6 
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the great English rebellion, and in tJie Fronde, he had seen 
fzeedom under its most hideous aspect, and followed hy Iho 
™.inest of results. Wa can scarcely then blame him persun- 
ftUy for his despotic propensities, whici;, moreover, hi# manly 
and ambitious character tended fo increase. The youngs lri|i g 
and his brother Philip, then called the due d'Anjou, were 
educated in the privacy of the palaee. The nieces of the car 
dinal were their playmates ; and Louis formed successive at 
tachtnents for two of these young- ladies, especially for Marin 
Mancini, ailerwards the wife of the constable Colonna. So 
intimate was the connexion betvirixt Mazarin and Anne of 
Austria, that many were persuaded of their marriage. Cer- 
tainly her attachment to him was personal and lender. At tho 
same time, the gallant notions of Louis XIIL's reign resem- 
bled mucii tliose of chivaiiy, in devotion chastely borne by 
many a ioyec towards his mistress. It was not until these 
dangerous connexions, and the stilted sentiment which pre- 
served them pure, were made the subject of general ridicule, 
that Uie love intrigues of the court became scandalous, and 
its morals corrupted. Louis XIV. always preserved for the 
cardinal a sort cf filial reverence ; he may be said to have 
learned in the school of implicit obedience how to be himself 
despotic. At intervals, however, the imperious temper of the 
young monarch burst forth, and betrayed itself In 1655, the 
parliament, ailer registering certain fiscal edicts, thought 
proper to re-examine iJiem, to complain, and show symptoms 
of their ancient independence. Louis was at Vmcennes, 
engaged in the chase, when ho heard of their conduct. In- 
stantly, without consulting the cardinal, or even tarrying to 
change hia dress, the young monarch gallopped to Paris, 
entered the Palace of Justice and the Hall of the Parliament 
in his hunting habit, booted, and with whip in hand. "Gen- 
tlemen," saia Louis to the astonished legists, " every one ia 
acquainted with the ill consequences of your former assem- 
blies Their recurrence must be prevented. I command you 
instantly to cease busying yourself with my edicts. And you, 
Mr. President, I forbid either to call or suffer such aasom- 
blies." This bold assertion of the royal will from the mouth 
of a stripling, proved sufficient to crush the reviving spurit of 
the magistracy. It was silent, and obeyed. 

The great Conde, in the mean time, reduced to command 
a division of the Spanish army, wag vamly endeavormg to 
make progress in Frajice. Turenne barrtd the road, and de- 
feated all his attempts. In 1654, the archduhe end the 
prince formed the siege of Arras. Turenne attacked them; 
forced their lines; and defeated the Spanmrdi, whoae retreat 
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was coverlid aiK eflected by the exertions of Conde. It was 
[his year that Louis XIV, made his first campaigo, showing 
tha.1 he did not want personal courage. Ho was frequently 
in the-trenches, and exposed to the fire. In 1655 ajid 1656, 
Turenne assumed the offensive, and besieged Valenciennes. 
Coniie repulsed and ftirced him to raise the siege. Geneiala 
and armies were loo equally matched to admit of a decisive 
action; and both looked to strengthen tJieir side by fresh 
alliances. 

Prance and England had been for some time at variance, 
if not at war, owmg to tlie reception granted by the former 
to the exiled king. Dunldrk had been lost owing to this, the 
English Imving Hocked the port, whilst the Spanish besieged 
it. But now Charles was compelled to retire fiiam Paris, 
and an alliance with Cromwell was solicited by Mazarin. 
Spain was equally solicitous to ftrm a league with we usurper. 
She oflered to aid him in conquering Calais. Her rival 
proposed that Dunkirk should be recaptured, and refained by 
the English. Cromwell decided for the French alliance; 
Spain, with her colonies and richly-laden fleets, being a mure 
rich and less powerful enemy to prey on. Sis thousand 
English joined the French army in Flanders, which, in 1659, 
laid eiege to Dunkirk. The Spaniards under Don John, 
seconded by Conde, advanced to raise the siege ; and the 
battle of the downs of Dunkirk was fought betwixt them. 
The prince of Conde dissuaded the attack ; and, on finding his 
advice disregarded, he prepared for action, otecrving to the 
duke of York, that " if he never saw a battle lost, he would 
now enjoy Jhat sight" Condo was victorious on his side at 
first; hut the English, accustomed to their civil wars, charged 
and fought more "like incamato devils than men," so tiiat 
the Spaniards sufiared a complete defeat. Louis XIV. en- 
tered Dunkirk, and gave it up to Cromwell, whom Mazarin 
at the same time styled in his letters "the greatest man 
upon earth " 

The king soon after fell dangerously ill at Calais ; his life 
was despaired of; and Mazarin was already in alarm, making 
preparations for flight, when an emetic was proposed as a 
remedy. It was a thing then unknown, and looked upon aa 
unnatural and dangerous. It was administered, however ; and 
Louis recovered, to the g'^-eat joy of his minister. Prance in 
the mean time, tliough victorious, was anxious for peace. 
Cromwell's death rendered the alliance of England little 
profitable, and the finances of the kingdom were in a state of 
disorder and debt. Anne of Austria's desire was that he 
should espouse the infanta ; but as there was a probability of 
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this princess becoming the heiress of the monaichy, the king 
of Spain was reluctant to Jiaye his rights confounded with those 
of the house of Bourbon. The future proved the justice and 
Bagacity of his reluctance. Still, Spain had even mote need 
of peace than France; and when Louis moved to the south 
of his dominions, and affected to pay court to a princess of 
Savoy, Don Louis de Haro, the Spanish minister, alarmed lest 
the sole opportunity and bond of peace should be destroyed by 
a marriage with Savoy, dispatched a private emissary to Ma- 
zarin, proposing the hand of the infanta, and negotiations for 
peace. The king at that time, it is said, preserved a linger- 
ing- attachment for Maria Mancini ; and the cardinal was not 
averse to see his niece queen of France. Anne of Austria, 
however, would not majte this sacrifice to her friend and 
minister. She waa peremptciry; and the demoiselles Mancini 
were sent away from the court for a time. 

The conferences for the peace commenced m August, 1659, 
and did not terminate till November. They were heH in the 
Isle of Pheasants, in the midst of the BidaBsoa, which divides 
both kingdoms; Mazarin and Don Louis de Haro acting per- 
sonally as negotiators. The territorial arrangements were as 
follows : — The ftontier line of France on the north com- 
menced at Gravelines, including it, then ran south to Lillers, 
shutting out SL Omer and Aire; Landrecics and Quesnoy, 
Marienburgh and Philippeville, marked the boundary in Hain- 
aulL* To 3ie right of the Meuse, Montmcdy and Thionville 
were the extreme fortresses of the French. Lorrame became 
virtually French, although its duke was nominally restored ; 
and Alsace was finally ceded to them. On the, south-east, 
France gained the fortress of Pignerol, on the other side of 
the Alps, which secured it a passage into Italy. In the soulli- 
west, the Pyrenees became its boundary by the acquisition of 
Eloussillon. Thus France assumed almost its present form 
and extent at Ihe treaty of the Pyrenees in 1659. Ita subse- 
quent acquisitions have been Franche-Comte and French 
Flanders. 

The remaining articlesof the treaty related to the marriaM 
which was agreed upon betwixt the French king and Uio 
infenta, and to the restitution of the prince of Conde ta his 
tank and possessions. This was the point most difficult to 
settle, Mazarin remaining firm against concessions to tlio 
prince. Don Louis threatened to form for Conde a princi- 
pality of Rocroi, and other towns on the Flemish frontier ; a 
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Conde fecilitated his return, by yielding cerlaln of Uiose 
towns to France, and making full submissions. At this pric^ 
he was restored to his rank and estates, bs well as to the govern- 
ment of Burgundy. To the article of the royal marriage was 
coupled a stipulation, that Ihe infiuita, on becoming qne«n 
of France, should solemidy renounce, for herself and her 
heirs, all right of succession to the crown or possessions of 
Spain ; and Louis himself was required to join in Ihe renun- 

The espousals were celebrated in June of the following 
year (1660), with miusual magnificence. The courts and 
monarchs met in the Isle of Pheasants. Conde woe received 
and pardoned. The weak Gaslon duke of Orleans dying 
about this time, Louis XIV. granted his appanage and title to 
his own brother Philip, liitherto duke of Anjou, from whom 
is descended the reigning house of Orleans. Mazarin might 
now be said to have completed his career, or, in a political 
view, to have completed, the career of Richelieu. Every great 
object of policy proposed by the latter had been gained : the 
nobJes were humbled; the house of Austria we^ened; and 
France, enriched, in territory at least, at her expense, had 
attained compactness and a powerful frontier. In bis private 
fortune, Mazarin had been as successful : he married his 
nieces to the first nobles of Europe, who, though prizing high 
blood, did not tJiink it derogatonf to ally with power, however 
upstart. The pecuniary wealth, the valuables and pictures, 
of Mazarin, wore immense. He was fond'of hoarding, — a 
passion that seized him when he first found himself banished 
and destitute. His love of pictures was as strong as his love 
of power — stronger, since it survived. A fatal malady Sad 
seized on (he cardinal, whilst engaged in the conferences of 
the treaty, and worn by mental latigue. He brought it home 
with him to the Louvre. He consulted Guenaud, the great 
physician, who told him that he had two months to live. Some 
days afl^er receiving this dread mandate, Briemife perceived 
the cardinal in night-cap and dressing-gown, tottering along 
his gallery, pointing to his pictures, and exclaiming, " Must 1 
quit atf these 1" He saw Brienne, and seized him: "Look I" 
exclaimed he, " look at that Correggio ! this Venus of Titian ! 
that incomparable Deluge of Caracci ! Ah ! my fi^end, I must 
quit all these. Farewell, dear pictures, that I loved so dearly 
and that cost me so much !" His friend surprised him slumber- 
ing in his chair at another time, and murmuring, ".Guenaud 
h.issaid it! Guenaud has said it!" A few days before his death, 
he caused h'mself to be dressed, shaved, rouged, and painiei!. 
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"bo that he never looked so fresh and vermilion" in hia life. 
In this state he was carried in hie chair to the promenadei 
rtvhere the envious courtiers cruelly rallied, (uid paid him 
ironical compliments on his appearance. Cards were the 
amusement of his death-bed, his hand being held by others ; 
and they were only interrupted by the visit of the pajxtl nun- 
cio, who cEmie to give the cardind that plenary indulgence to 
which the prelates of the Eacred college are officially entitled. 
Mazarin expired on the 9tli of March, 1661. 

The first act of I^uis SJV. on the death of his minister 
was to summon the council, and communicate to it his resolve, 
to govern henceforth alone, commanding the chancellor and 
the secretaries of state strictly to s^n no paper but at his 
express bidding. The disgrace of Fouquet, superintendent 
pf finance, was the first act of the king's authority. Fouquet 
was an expensive, prodigal, and licentious character, most 
unfit to have the management of a treasury, which he often 
converted to his personal grandeur and indulgence. Louis 
wisely preferred Colbert, stem, economical and orderly. But 
to disgrace or supplant a minister in those days required 
address and dissimulation even in a monarch. In tJie midst of 
a fete " outrageously " splendid, given by the superintendent 
to Ifluis, the latter was tempted to arrest him. The measure 
was onlj deferred till Fouquet's fortress of Belleisle could be 
seized sunujtaneously with his person. His process and his 
papers, in which so many were mentioned and implicated, 
threw the court into a ferment. . lie was condemned to per- 
petual imprisonftent, and seems to have merited his fell; 
although his want of honesty as treasurer was redeemed by 
such liaits of generosity and worth, as had won the attach- 
.ment of La Fontaine and the sympatliy of madame de 
Sevigne. 

The best proof of the disorder of the finances under Fou- 
quet is, that Edt the last four years of his administration no 
accounts whatever were forthcoming of the revenue or the 
expenditure. In a series of years tases had been heaped on 
tases, the receipt not increasmg. The customs especially liad 
been so severe that regular commerce was sacrificed com- 
pletely to the contraband trade; the product of the* duties 
diminishing as the duties themselves mounted up; and agri- 
culture had been treated with an equal lack of mercy and of 
wisdom. Colbert, the new finance superintendent, found 
matters in this state, with arrears and debts amounting tt 
twice the ninety millions of livres at which the year's revenue 
was computed, A chamber of justice or commission examined 
the accounts of the farmers of llie tan-^ dincoverod then 
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ftauds, and forced them to di^rge much of tiieir gaina And 
Colbert, by ,the sole means of simplifying the public accoonts, 
was enabled to relieve the people of three millions of the 
tailte, with many vexatious restrictions on commerce, to pay 
off at the same time the onerous debt of the Hotel de Vilie, 
and yet, without the substitution of a single new tax, to show 
n amount of revenue increasing every year. Thus, in lieu 
cf such an account as that of 1661, which presented eighty 
millions of livres revenue, from which fiily millions ch^ea 
and expense of raising were to bo deducted, Colbert in 1671 
raised a simiiar sum of eighty millions, free of all expense of 
levy, and from taxes felt less by the people. If the great 
enterprises and effiirts of the monarch and the minister be at 
the same time taken into consideration, — the purchase of 
Dunltirt from England, the establialmient of the Gobelins, 
and so many new manufiictures, the commencement of the 
canal of langnedoc, the building of the Louvre, the Invalides, 
and Versailles, — we have cause to admire the miracles that 
mere economy can work in finance. This was Colbert's only 
principle, as no progress had then been made in finance or 
political economy as a science : and of this the administration 
of Colbert, especially in his laws respecting the commerce of 
grain, offers ample proof 

Aa long as Anne of Austria lived. Prance preserved its 
amicable connexions with Spain, and remained universally 
at peace ; the slight aid aflbrded to the Dutch, in their naval 
war with England, scarcely forming an exception. This 
period is chiefly filled with the amours of the monarch. Tlie 
first, at least tiie first principal, object of his affections, was 
madetnoiBelle de la Valliere, maid of honor to raadame, wife 
of the king's brother. La Vallierc's character for tenderness 
and soflness of heart, reflected and expressed in her lovely 
countenance, has become proverbial She became publicly 
acknowledged as tlie king's mistress, and their children, 
styled M. do Blois and mademoiselle de Verniandois, were 
reared with all the care and honors of the blood royal. But 
the king was still fickle. MademoiseOe de Mortemar, another 
maid of honor, soon caught hia attention. She had won the 
gpood graces of the queen by her affected devotion. She also 
insinuated herself into La Valli^re's fevor, and thus obtained 
a full opportunity of playing off her fascinating arts upon 
Louis. This lady, better (mown under the name of madame 
de Montespan, was beautiful in person, her beauty being of a 
sterner cast liian that of her rival. But her wit, which she 
loved to exercise at the expense of her unsuccessful gallants, 
was what chiefly attracted the king. Such charms were nios' 
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likely to wean a quick-spirited lover, and one not without 
laste or talent, from La Volliere, who was withput vivacity 
or intellect. The inconstancy of the Iting became manifest 
ill 1667. La Valli^re jierceived it, and fled in despair to a 
convent at ChaDloL This roused remorse in the king's breast, 
thoug'h it mig'ht not awaken his former love. He sent Lauzun 
and Colbert — an awkward mission for a financier — to induce 
her to return. She consented reluctantly, and returned, to 
Bupport the rank of mistress in shame and sorrow, to \fhich 
both her hurt affections and religious scruples gave poignancy. 

The death of Anne of Austria occurred about this time, 
and "caused little change in affairs, though much in the 
aspect of the court This princess, who knew the world," 
says the marquis de la IWe, " was skilled in duly appreciating 
the birth and merit of eadi person, and knew how to make 
distinctions. Proud and polished et the same time, none could 
so well hold a court i and though virtuous, she suffered with 
pleasure that degree of gaUanlry necessary to render society 
agreeable, and without which there is no politeness. After 
her death manners became changed. Passions produced 
indeed the same effects, which were not concealed by the 
same reserve. In the days of Anne of Austria, no young 
man made a daily habit of drunkenness ; no coarseness was 
allowed in pleasantry : good and had company were never 
mingled. There was a deference in those who were but 
entering life, and a high ]}]ace in society was not to be ac- 
quired in a day. But Louis, after his mother's death,' prized 
neitlier merit, character, nor wit in a courtier; no perfection, 
m short, but that of being devoted, attentive, and observant 
of etiquette. He passed his life, for the most part, in the 
coimtry, by which his court lost by degrees all die urbanity 
and politeness of towns. The king himself made no distinc- 
tion between men ; and, being naturally pedantic and austere, 
he established a severe etiquette in the intercourse of tiie 
sexes, which, instead of increasing the prudence and virtue 
of women, gave them merely effrontery." 

"Despotic authority," says the same writer, "is incompati- 
ble with the development in a slate of either great talents or 
great virtues." Tlus, uideed, may now appear a truiam. Bui 
it is rather startling to find despotism, and, above all, the des- 
potism of Louis XIV., un&vorable to politeness, and to femala 
charms und character, as well as to those urbuiities whicli it 
was supposed to have produced in perfection. 

The French king now began to awake to projects of ambi- 
tion. Hitherto he had observed the treaty of the Pyrenees, 
except in dispatching secretly som- feeble aid to Portugr. 
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But the king of Spain's death, by which the crown devolved 
iipun a eicWy inftnt, opened hopes to Louis of profiting by the 
claims of his queen as a Spanish princess. It was true that 
slie had solemnly renounced all such rights of Euccessioa; 
but then the dowry stipulated as the price of this renunciation 
Itad never been paid ; and casuistry went to work to set aside 
or allow an escape from this renunciation. Louis pretended 
that certain of liie Spanish provinces of Flanders descended 
in the female Ime, and therefore belonged to his queen, daugh- 
ter of the late king of Spain by his first wife, rather than to 
the present king, his Bon by a second wife. Securing the 
neutrality of the emperor, vjho thus deserted the interest of 
the house of Austria, Louis marched into Flanders at IheheaU 
of a numerous army, and took possession of what is called 
French llanders, Lille, Toumay, Mens, and Charleroi, almost 
without spilling blood. Foreign potentates seemed to shrink 
before his sovereign power almost as completely as his proud 
nobles had done. There was magic in his ascendency, and 
superiority in his name There was also a new spirit in tlie 
administration. Discip.me and order were restored to the 
army. Ample magazines of pcovisions, of ammunition, of all 
the materials of war, were provided by Colbert and Louvois. 
But the Spanish monarchy was also in a state of decay; and 
peace seemed to complete its ruin even more rapidly than 
war. A proof appeared in the easy and immediate surrender 
of so ma»y fortresses. Brussels and even Antwerp thought 
of submitting. Louis, however, deemed it wiser to secure a 
province than to overrun a kingdom. He checked his career 
of conquest, ordering Vauban to fortify the captured towns. 
That engineer exhausted his art in constructing the bulwarks 
of Lille. 

Such ficile success encouraged Louis to turn his mtiis 
towards another quarter. The county of Burgundy, or 
Franche-Comte, was, as the reader may remember, separate 
from the duchy, and had (alien along with Flanders into the 
possession of Charles V. It still appertained to Spain, though 
from its distance and lEolation under but a nominal rule. It 
was on this province that Louis cast his ambitious eye. The 
prince of Conde, who was said to have advised and undertaken 
this enterprise in emulation of that of Flanders by Turenne, 
entered upon it in the month of February, 1668, and in three 
weeks the whole province had submitted. This new conquest 
alarmed the Dutch, then the most politic and stirring powei 
m Europe. They feared lest all Flajidera should be swallowed 
up by France, and thijs leave no separation between IloUanl 
and tliat ambitious cr.j-'try. England, whic'n had giinipses <if 
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wisdom in the reign of Charlea II., jffned in the fears of the 
Dutch; and betwixt De Witt, Sir William Temple, and the 
Swedish ambassador, was in a few days concluded the Triple 
Alliance, formed to put a check to the ambition and conquests 
of PVance. Louis receded before this menacing league. He 
offered to resfore Franche-Comte, which he taiew could at 
any time be conquered, at the price of preserving Lille and 
the principal part of his Flemish conquests ; and the triple 
alliance consented. On these terma was concluded the treaty 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, in May, 1668. 

In each interval of peace some new subject was started, 
often of trivial importance, but which, by the interest, the 
zeal, the parties, and the feuds, excited by it at court, comea 
to occupy a place in history as grave as an invasion or a vic- 
tory. Jansenism at Hiis time was the point in dispute. Jan- 
senius had broached some opinions iavorable to predestination. 
The Jesuits controverted them ; and there the matter might 
have rested, hod not a learned community, a kind of monas- 
tery of lettered and reflecting men, called of Port Royal, the 
name of the house which they inhabited, thought proper to 
take up the quarrel of Jansenius. The Jesuits Oien monopo- 
lized the authority and influence of the church, whose spirit 
and moral code they attempted to modify, and adapt to the 
present courtly and despotic times. The studious, reasoning, 
and ascetic brethren of Port Royal saw the tendency of the 
Jesuit preaching, the false and worldly basis of their creed. 
It was on the subject of Jansenism that the Jesuits had de- 
clared themselves, and had come forth in the arena of argu- 
ment. The pious wits of Port Royal seized the opportumty, 
took up a cause sufficiently absurd in its fimdamenteJ dogmas, 
but which they were enabled to support by battering the still 
more absurd outworks of the Jesuits. The latter won the 
pope to their side, and obtained from the head of the church a 
condemnation of the tenets of Jansenius. The polemic writers 
of Port Royal bowed to his holiness, confessed that he was 
in&llible as a high-priest, in condemning such and such belief 
but most fallible as a critic, since not one of these proposi- 
tions, BO lustily condemned, were to be found in Jansenius 
This ingenious efirontery succeeded; for, under color of dis- 
puting about such abstractions, Pascal and Amaud attacked 
heir enemies in more vulnerable points,— ^in their moral 
jixity, their sophistic logic, their worldliness, courtliness, and 
servility. Louis XIV. took the Jesuit side. Many of the 
courtiers, who dared no longer draw the sword of rebellion, 
ventured to move the tongue, and exercise thouu-ht at least in 
independence. Amongst the most distinguished s ' ' ' 
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Port Royal, was the duchees do Longueville, sister of Condp, 
the 6imous partisiui of the Fronde, bM mistress of La Roclip- 
foucault. Her hfltel, once the resort of the coadjutor and hia 
party, of the hot cavaliers that drove the court from Paris, 
was now the lurking-place and concealment of the Jansenists. 
She braved the royal authority at all times, whether in the 
cause of the nohleas(^or of religion; gallant and dissolute 
in the Fronde, in Jansenism rigid and devout. "She was 
Jansenist in truth and heart," says Brienne, "just as she 
nad indulged her gallantries with the same sincerity, and 
always drums beating" (the expression mesiis openly and 
boldly): "a princess of me Wood need fear nothing; and 
madame de Longueville marched on her way with head 
erect." Although the Jansenism of Pascal and of Amaud 
was the jirotestation of reason, common sense, and deep reli- 
gioua feeling, against the corruptions of the Jesuits, thai ot . 
madame de Longueville and her class must be considered aa 
a kind of covert opposition to the court, and to the despotic 
will of the sovereign. The froward love of independence, 
that could no longer exercise itself in political intrigue, found 
more harmless vent in criticism and polemics. 

Louis XIV. in the mean time had hept his ambitious 
thoughts turned towards Flanders. Of the members of the 
triple alliance, the Dutch, its originators, were the chief 
objects of his resentment. He had been always allied with 
them agamst Spain ; and to find these republicans, mere mer- 
chants, turn against and thwart him in his first .enterprise, 
was outrageous to his pride as well as interest. The endeav- 
ors of Louis were first employed in detachmg England from 
the alliance; no difficult matter with Cliarles and his mmis- 
ters, both bent on re-establi^ing despotic power, and both at 
the same time too profiigate and corrupt to have any scruples 
in accepting FVench gold. To make sure of the mconstant 
kmg of England, Louis made use of every means. The 
duchess of Orleans, sister of Charles, proceeded to England, 
and not only used her own exhortations to establish a close 
connexion betwixt the two countries, but employed the 
charms of one of her attendants, mademoiselle de l^uerouailles, 
a Breton beauty, to fix the inclinations of the monarch. This 
lady, bittftr known as the duchess of Portsmouth, perfectly 
fiilfiUed her mission, in fascmating Charles, end preserving 
his inclinations in their bias towtSds Franca The sudden 
death of the duchess of Orleans on her return to St Cloud, 
strongly suspected, though never proved, to have been caused 
by poison, brought no delay to the signature of a treaty, by 
which England and France united their forces by sea and 
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land to make war upon Holland. Louis not only subsidized 
England on this occasion, but bought also the neutrality of 
Sweden and the neighboring princes of Germany. The 
emperor continued tranquil, owing to his secret agreement 
with France respecting the succession u Spain. 

The treaty with England had been concluded in December, 
1670. I^uis consumed the entire ofMhe following year in 
preparations, which the free and divided government of Hol- 
land allowed it to imitate but feebly, It was not until the 
month of May, 1672, that the manifestoes of England and 
France appeared, accompanying their declaration of war 
against the Dutch. One complained of an offensive medal, 
another of a picture representing ships on fire in the Thames. 
This was the wolfs quarrel. To the 130,000 soldier^ com- 
posing the army of Louis, and commanded by Conde, Tu- 
renne, and Luxembourg,* Holland had to oppose but 30,000 
men, commanded by a young ptince ea yet unknown to fame: 
thia prince, however, was William prmce of Orange. The 
characters of the two chieis were as contrasted, as their 
fortunes rivalled each other ; WiUiam was weak, and of no 
commanding stature, though his countenance bespoke the 
firmness aiS sagaciQr of & hero : he was grave, taciturn, 
phlegmatic, thoughtful ; but the disciple of De Witt, as ihe 
statesman and the soldier, had &x more talenta and resources 
than the purple-bom son of Anne of Austria. William had 
need of this superiority m the unequal struggle to which the 
ambition of Louis forced him. 

The French armies marched northward through the coun- 
tries betwixt the Meuse and the Rhine, thus avoiding the 
Spanisii Netherlands. Four or five towns were besie^ at 
once, and made no resistance. " A panic seized the Dutch 
troops, good soldiers enough, but wretchedly provided with 
officers who had never served, and who were for the most 
part the sons or relations of baTgoma3tera."+ In June took 
place the passage of the Rhine by the French arm^ ; a feat 
so celebrated by the poets, the historians, and the painters of 
the day. It was nevertheless effected with scarcely either 
oppositbn or danger. A band of a few hundred horse mereiy 
hovered on the opposite bank. The young duke of Longue- 
ville IbolhardUy advanced, discharged his pistol witif bravado 
and was slain. Oonde was wounded in the wrist After thi 
no obstacle presented itself to the advance of Louis: province 
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after province, town after town, Buhmilted. Utrctht received 
the fang as conqueror. Naerden, within a few leagues of 
Amster^m, fell into the hands of the French ; and allhouo^ 
the waters, let in by the breaking- of the sluices, surrounded 
and secured Amsterdam, even that metropolis meditated suh- 
misaion also. One project of the inhabitants was to embark, 
like the Athsnians, on board their fleet, sail for their East 
India settlements, and abandon their countrv to this modem 
Xerxes. Thus, what all the power of the Spanish monarchy 
could not accomplish, excited against the religious freedom 
and the independence of Holland, the arms of Louis XIV. 
were enabled to effect over the country enervated by peace. 
Vot the De Witts had ruled in the interval These states- 
men, however, had bent their minds to tho foreign politics of 
their land, to its alliances and relations; forgetting to keep 
up the vigor of its internal state. They fell victims now to 
their want of wisdom, or want of success; being torn in 

S'eces by an incensed mob, who, partisans of the prince of 
range, and seeking to elevate him to supreme power, com- 
plained that De Wit had sacrificed the independence and 
honor of the country to the preservation of freedom in its 
form of government. 

The French king, in the mean time, in answer to tiie Dutch 
deputies who sought for peace, (Grotius was of the number,) 
demanded for hunself the lunit of the Rhino, and the re- 
establishment of the Catholic religion in Holhmd, besides sati»- 
fection to the demands of the English. The Dutch magnan- 
imously refused such terms. The capital was for this year 
secure behind its waters; the Frencli army being weakened 
by garrisoning bo many towns. Conde pressed Ae monarch 
to dismanfle, these towns, and unite the army to reduce 
Amsterdam ; but Louvois, minister at war, biassed by his 
peculiar pursuits, would not consent to the demolition of a 
single bulwark. The consequence was, that nothing more 
coi3d be effected, and Louis returned, to enjoy the congratu- 
lations i)f his capital and the flatteries of his court 

Whilst the French armies thus wintered triumphantly in 
the conquered provinces, the envoys and cornplamts of the 
Dutch roused Europe against the ambition of Louis. The 
people of England were above all struck with compassion and 
BjmpaXhj for a nation fi^e, Protestant, and commeVcial, like 
themselves; but their corrupt and anti-national government, 
tffibed by French gold, still maintamed their disgrace&l al- 
liance. The emperor, the king of Spain, and the elector of 
Brandenburg, were more alive to the true interests of Europe, 
dnd prepar^ to send troops to aid the Dutch. The latter, 
called tho Great Flector, being the founder of the Prussian 
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monarchy, was tlie first who declared himEelf^ marching ftom 
Westphalia against the invaders. Turenne, however with a 
iar inferior force, succeeded, hy his skilful manieuvres, in pre- 
venting' the elector from passing the Rhine, and even forced 
him to a temporary treaty. Resislance now be^m to awaken, 
and enemies to thicken, against the French. The imperaligta 
advanced on one side ; the prince of Orange made his appear- 
ance at the head of a formidable army ; and the French were 
obli^, in order to concentrate their forces, to evacuate the 
Dutch provinces, and retreat towards France. The army be- 
fore AniBterdam, commanded by the mareschal de Luxem- 
bourg, signalized itself by a vain expedition, followed by tlie 
plunder and destrucfion of two inoffensive towns. The cap- 
ture of the strong town of Maestricht, in the campaign of 
1673, compeneated Louis for his retreat. 

In the commencement of the ensuing year, the Englisii 
king was compelled by his refractory parliament to toeak 
witli the French, and send orders for iJie recall of hia tjoope. 
Despite of this, we find ChurchiU, afterwards duke of Marl- 
borough, distinguishing himself m a, promising officer under 
Turenne, and attracting the notice of that general. Louis 
commenced the campaign, before the close of winter, by the 
conquest of Franche-Comte, which he for a second time 
easily effected ; Tureime keeping off the duke of Lorraine, 
who menaced on the side of Alsace. This is considered one 
of the mtffit brilliant campaigns of Turenne ; though, accord- 
ing to his custom, he neither won nor ventured a general 
action. Aware of his talents, the court gave him very few 
troops; "knowing him," saya Villara, "to be capable of 
every thing, they reduced him to the inability of doing any 
thing." The jraJousy and hatred of Louvois, too, deprived 
him of the means of victory. Still, with a diminished force, 
the activity and skill of Turenne enabled him to prevent the 
imperalists from fixing themselves on the left of the Rhine. 
He first crossed that river, and unexpectedly attacked a di- 
vision of them at Sintzheim, Turenne acted the bold part 
of Conde on this occasion, leading on his troops in person to 
assault the enemy in a lofiy and fortified position, lie drove 
them from it, and defeated them. This opened tJie Palatinate 
lo the French, which they ravaged and laid waste in the most 
barbarous' manner. A continuance of war hardens all who 
carry it on, from the Eoidier in the field to the minister in hia 
cabinet. This was the first trial of the ravaging Byelem, which 
laid a country waste, to prevent its being made the seat of 
war. His cruelties on this occasion form a Hot on the mtmo- 
ry, as well as on the campaign, of Turenne. 
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Conde commanded in Flanders against the prince of 
Orange. An action tooK place at Senef betwixt (hese gen- 
erals, that proved more the valor than the eltill of either. 
Conde attacked the rear-goard of the Dutch and Spaniards as 
they crossed the rivulet of Senef. Villare, then a young man, 
was at his side, and exclaimed, " There is what I have longed 
to see, the great Conde charging sword in hand !" He routed 
the rear-guard ; but, not content with this partial success, he 
would persevere, and, without waitmg fer reinforcements, 
charged the mass of the enenw, which the prince of Orange 
had drawn up on a height. "Hie French were driven back; 
hut ffit rest of their army, arriving, attacked indiscriminately. 
l(oth generals gave proofis of valor : but there were no traces 
of that skill which secures decisive advantage, sparing at the 
Bame time the soldier. Senef was a carnage. Military wri- 
ters deny it the name of a battle ; and yet upwards of 20,000 
dead strewed the field. The prince of Orange lay under the 
disadvantage of never having served under a general of re- 
nown. He was unfortunately obliged, like the chess-player, to 
leiim experience in defeat Victory at Senef inchned some- 
what to the ade of Conde. 

Turenne could not afTord to win such victories as -this. 
Though triumphant at Sintzheim, still two armies menaced 
him from north or south; or rather, that in the north men- 
aced to mvade the kingdom through Lorraine. A dispatch 
trom court summoned Turenne to abandon his position in the 
north of Alsace, and to hurry to the defence of Lorraine. 
Turenne refused; marched south; and beat one enemy in 
the neighborhood of Strasburg ; then, pretending to enter 
'winter-quarters, he made a forced and sudden march in the 
month of January; and the elector of Brandenburg was as- 
tounded to find the French in the midst of his quarters in 
Lorraine, whilst he thought they were quiet, at least for that 
season, in Alsace. Turenne, aware of the panic that his sur- 
prise was calculated to create, instead of offering a drawn 
and regular hattle, attacked tlie elector in the close of the 
evening. The darkness added ta the disorder of the imperial- 
ists, a^ the fiicility of their rout The effects of the cam- 
paign were trophies worthy of the greatest commander ; there 
was no brilliant victory to catch Uie wjpulnr ear. Turenne 
was tJie general a king might prize : Conde more apt to be 
a nation's vaunt. Marlborough, who served his noviciate 
in these campaigns, learned \a combine the military virtues 
of both. 
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In tlie following year, the enemies of Prance, perceiving 
Uie danger of opposing inferior generals and divided forces 
to Tuienae, gave the coEimand on the Rhine to the fampua 
M(flitec«culi, a veteran general, the worthy rival of hia an- 
tagonist. The imperialist commander sought to pass the Rliuie 
t Strasburg; Turenne's object was to prevent him; and 
weeks of profoundly skilfiil manceuvring passed in vain. Th 
French were always strongest on the threatened point ; the 
great art of defensive war. Montecuculi gave up the attempt, 
retired south along the Rhine, and posted himself at Salz- 
bach. Turenne followed him, and at length began to enter- 
lain liopes of attacking his wary antagonist at an advantage. 
He was engaged in reconnoitring for this purpose, when a 
cannon-ball, somewhat spent, carried off the arm of the mar- 
quis of Saint Hilaire, general of the artillery, and then struck 
Turenne. It did not penetrate his body ; he even supported 
himself for an instant or two on horseback, and then fell life- 
less. The son of St. Hilaire ran to support hia wounded 
father, for whom he naturally enough reserved his sympathy 
" Weep not for me, my son," exclaimed that general, " but 
for this great man !" Turenne was mild, simple, magnan- 
imous. His seeming want of principle in changing, now for 
the court, now for the Fronde, is explained by his being the 
tirother of the due de Bouillon, who considered himself a 
sovereign prince. " The successes of monsieur de Turenne," 
says the president Henault, "resembled his character: they 
were solid and unostentatious. They were not drawn battles, 
which often make more noise than Uiey produce solid advan- 
tages; but useful combats, that preserved his country. One. 
might say of him, as was said of Cffisar, that he made war, 
not as it pleased fortune, but as it pleased himself" Tureime 
was one of those Protestants whom the commands of Louis 
XIV. converted to Catholicism. The constable's staff was 
said to be the object of his Emibition ; but the arguments 
of Bossuet afforded a motive, or a pretext, more honorable. 

With the death of their general ceased the superiority of 
the French. They instantly resolved on retreating beyond the 
Rhme, pursued by Montecuculi, " whose groat age," says Vil 
iars, " alone prevented him from routing IL" Both armies 
passed the Rhine, and the theatre of war was transferred to 
Alsace. Conde soon after came to take the place of Turenne 
upon the Rhine, whilst the mareschal de Luxembourg suc- 
ceeded him in Flanders. But the campaign was aflerwards 
marked by little that was memorable, except perhaps the cir- 
cumstance of the ban and arriere-lian, the old feudal force of 
Ihe noblesse, being ca .ed out for the last time. This was tho 
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last year that either Conde or Montecuculi appeared at the 
head of aniiies. Age and the gout had disabled the former, 
iuid he DOW retired to the sohtude of Chaotiliy. 

The war had burned its brightest flame ; the embers but 
remained to rake. The king crea1«I six new mareschals, and 
was said "to liave changed his louis-d'or (Turenne) into five 
Bous pieces." Crequi was beaten by the old duke of Lorraine, 
nd taken prisoner. The following year the king suffered 
double mortifiiation, in missing himself a good opportunity 
for attacking the prince of Orange, and in his brotiier s 
redeeming the lost opportunity by deieating the prince near 
St Omer. Whilst the valor of France thus slumbered on 
land, or remained bat on a par with that of her enemy, her 
fleets be^an to acquire glory on another element. In the fre- 
quent combats betwijrt; the Dutch and English, the French 
had home an honorable part, although tlieir admirals are 
accused of having had orders to spare their infiuit navy. A 
little experience had sufficed, however, to give tiiem the con- 
fidence and skill requisite to second courage. A seaman of 
talent and heroism sprung up in Du Quesne, who fought the 
Dutch with success in several battles. In one of them, off 
Sicily, the femed De Ruyter perished. Under a grateful 
monarch, Du Quesne wouJd have become great admiral of 
France. His reward was, to be reproached for being, a Pro- 
testant Tlie bigotry of Louis was growing witli his years. 
"When I fought fiit your majesty," replied the blunt sailor, 
" I never thought on wliat might he your religion," His son, 
driven into ex3e for adhering to the reformed feith, brought 
tlie bones of his fiither with him, determined not to leave 
them in an ungrateful country. 

Conferences, in the mean time, took place at Nimeguen, 
under the mediatiim of England, for the conclusion of peace. 
All parties were, sufficiently weary of war. Even Louis 
longed for repose. But it was always his aim to strike 
an unportant blow prevbus to treating. He with Uiis view 
laid siege at once to the three princij^l towns in iianders, 
St Omer, Valenciennes, and Cambray ; and so great was his 
reputation, so ample his materials for this his fevorite kind of 
warfere, that all three surrendered to his arms. The mar- 
riage which took place in this year, betwixt the prince of 
Orange and the princess Mary of England, delayed the peace, 
however, by altering the baknce of the respective parties. 
The prince hoped, by the support of the English kmg, to 
oring Louis to more reasonable terms. But the fickleness and 
wcaliness of Charles, and the jealousy of the Dutch, marred 
his scheme. In January, 1678, Louis was again in lie field. 
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and made himself master of Ghent ; whilst Charles was 
u;e<l witii the animosities of his parliament on one side. 



engaged 
and me i 



e insidious oflers of the French monarch on the other. 
The Dutch, seeing the English not to be depended on, accepted 
.the proposals which Louis now made. This their high mighti- 
nesses did with more alacrity, seeing that the acquisitions 
which the conqueror proposed to keep had been won from 
Spain. Louis offered to restore Ghent, Oudensrde, Charieroi, 
and Liraberg; retaining St Omer, Cambray, Valenciennes, 
b1\ French Flanders in feet, as well as Franche-Comt«. The 
difficulty of such a treaty was to obtain tiie consent of Spain, 
at whose expense it was cmcluded. But the imbecile mon- 
arch of that country did not know what towns belonged to 
him, or where was the frontier line ; and those who goyemed 
for him were more interested in securii^ a part in his succes- 
sion, than in preserving the dominions ofthe monarchy entire. 
Spain, in short, consented ; and all appeared terminated, when 
the French made fresh demands of a restoratic« to Sweden 
of Pomerania, and that the Dutch ^lould send a submissive 
emba^ to their monarch. Hereupon all was again broken 
oft! The Dutch would not yield, and the days passed in vain 
negotiations. The 10th of August was the last day fixed for 
the duration of the conferences; and just before midnight on 
that day, the French, who had been but shuffling to enhance 
their bargain, signed the treaty of Nimeguen, m 1678. In 
four days after the prince of Orange, either in iterance or 
disregard of it, attacked the mareschal de Lnxembou:^ at 
Mons, and sacrificed several thousand soldiers in a bootless en- 
Mgement. Spain si^ed the treaty soon after. Peace betwixt 
France and the empire was concluded in 1679. " Here may 
be seen," says Voltaire, " how little events correspond to pro- 
jects. Holland, against which the war was undertaken, and 
which had nearly perished, lost nothing, nay, even gained a 
barrier; whilst tJie otlier powers, that had armed to defend 
and guaranty her independence, all lost something." 

The years which followed the peace of Nimeguen were 
the most prosperous and glorious, the most elevated one may 
say, of the reign of Louis XIV. Succe^ had more or less 
crowned all his enterprises. The renown of his name was 
even greater than his power. - England was his tributary ; 
Spain yielded him precedence. The least insult offered to his 
representatives, or feilure of etiquette, was sure to bring down 
signal vengeance. Algiers was bombarded, — ft new mode of 
warfere. Genoa was brought to a sense of the French king's 
dignity by the same means, and its doge comjelled to repaii 
as a suppliant to Versailles. At times, it must be >wned, thp 
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pride of the monarch partook of the unjust and ungeneroue 
ilommeering of the grown school-boy. Thus he opposed some 
salutary regulation, by which the pope, to secure the tran- 
quillity of his own city, liad infringed upon the iicentiouB 
privileges of the anibas^ors at hia court. . Not content wilh 
the just pride that might well become his power, Louis XIV. 
ewelled into a kind of royal bully, blustering on all occasions, 
showing an utter disregard of others' rights or independence, 
or even of his own stipulations. He pretended to appoint an 
archbishop and elector at Cologne. His new conquests were 
governed in the most arbitrary way: all the German princes 
who possessed properties therein were expelled without scru- 
ple. The important town of Straaburg was seized and appro- 
priated. Even in the midst of peace, French marauding 
parties devastated the Spanish provinces, and penetrated to 
the gates of Brussels. This produced a short renewal of 
hostilities in 1684 

To paint, however, the chief glories of the reign of Jjovia 
belongs to the historian of literature and the arts. Moli^re, 
Racine, Boileau, La Fontaine, were now shedding on the 
monarch and the land all the radiance of their tkme. Bossuet, 
Mttssillon, and Fenelon, adorned the pulpit and the episcopal 
seat. ITie Academy was installed in the Louvre. Men of 
letters and of wit came aJmost to form another estate, rival 
with tlie magistracy, and one which, in the next centiuy, hod 
more influence than any other order, first on the spirit and 
opinions, then upon the fiite, of the monarchy. 

There is scarcely space in these volumes for the mere 
anecdotes of the times, or those unconnected with the pro- 
gress of events. The adventuresof Lauzun, and the imprison- 
ment of the mareschal de Luxembourg, must, nevertheless, at 
least be alluded to, Lauzun, a young fiivorite of the king, 
diminutive in person but fiscinating in his cliaracter and man- 
ners, had gained the auctions of mademoiselle the courageous 
daughter of Gaston. She espoused him in secret, and Louis, 
by tenderness tor his lavorite, was carried away from his 
natural character so much, as to give permission for their 
being publicly married ; the princess conferring on her hum- 
ble husband the titles and rich succession of the house of 
Montpensier, One of the liveliest letters of De Sevigne an- 
nounces this event. Never was the proverb of the cup and 
tlie lip verified with greater mortiflcation to an expectant than 
in tlie present mstance. The jealous princes, JWiwisieur 
amongst the rest, represented to Louis the shame accruing to 
the dignity of the royal blood by its alliance with a Peguilion, 
8uch was the name of the due de Lauzun. The marriage was 
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accordingly countermanded, to the equal despair of bride- 
groom and bride, -The former, showing some time after a very 
nalsiral discontent, was sent prisoner to Pignerol, from whence 
lie was liberated some years after, and promoted lo a command 
in Ireland. The other circumstance that excited equal interest 
at court was the arrest of the mareschal de Luxembourg for 
associating with sorcerers, in other words, frequenting fortune- 
tellers. It was a singular crime for a hero. But heroes are 
not always exempt Ixom superstition: on the contrary, the 
children of fortune are most given to worship and consult 
their parent. Luxembourg was liberated, after mving suffered 
severe imprisonment in the Bastile from the enmity of Lou- 
vois; the mareschal reappeared in his place at court, whilst 
his accomplice the sorceress expiated her &u]t at the stake 
in the Place de Greve. 

Madame de la Valliere had finally retired from court in 
1674. The king no longer opposed her resolution of shutting 
herself up in a convent; nay, he approved a sacrifice that 
removed from his view an object of remorse. She hecame a 
nun of the order of the Carmelite in the rue St Jaques. 
Bat thirty years 'of age at the period of her vows, she lived 
thirty-six u. exclusion, endeavoring to elfece by her tears the 
crime of having shared a monarch's passion. When the news 
of the premature death of her son was conveyed to her, she 
exclaimed, " Alas ! must 1 weep for his death before my tears 
have sufficiently expiated his birth !" The station of the mon- 
arch could not prevent hun from sharing her religious scruples. 
The prelates, the only class of courtiers who preserved the 
liberty of expostulation, censured his life of adultery; and he, 
before whom all Europe trembled, humbled himself with 
laudable piety before his confessor. The struggle was long 
and doubtful betwixt his love of indulgence and his virtuous 
resolves. More than once he determined to see De Montespan 
no more except in public. But even these interviews pro- 
duced tenderness and reconciliation. At lenglh a traneilory 
passion of tiie monarch for a new object, young and lovely, 
who perished shortly after, stricken at once witli malady and 
contrition, gave a strong revulsion to his feelings, and madame 
de Montespan herself was dismissed from lavor. Her proud 
heart vamly endeavored to find that consolation in penitence 
and religion which La VaUi^re had formed. As for Louis, he 
was alone. His queen was dead. He had ministers, attend- 
ants, courtiers, but not a friend ; and he found that man mav 
be left as desolate and abandoned upon a throne as in the 
lowest grade of fortune, — one of the strongest proofe of that 
equal distributinn of liappiness which the humble find it so 
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difficult to believe. Louis looked around, anil, selccttng no 
longer with the eye of passion but of reason, took for a wife 
the govemeEs of his illegitimate children. This was madame 
Scarron, the widow of the celebrated comic writer. Though 
no longer young, she was comely, pbus withal, and humble ; 
bred in the school of adversity, not in the gaieties of the 
court, which Louis already began to despise. The proud and 
imperious monarch chose, in &ct, the humblest individual of 
the sex, with whom his dignity allowed him to come in con- 
tact ; and another moral might be drawn from this contrast 
The king conferred on he» tlie title of De MaLntenon ; and 
a private marriage, kept profoundly secret, was celebrated 
betwixt them about the year 1685. 

This period of the monarch's penitence and remorse was 
the date of his bigotry also. Satiated with love, with conquest, 
fame, and grandeur, he exclaimed with Solomon, "Ail is 
vanity!" and he now gave himself to what he deemed reli- 
gion, with' the same excess that had marked his pursuit of 
pleasiu*. His confessor. La Chaise, obtained great influence 
over him, as did the chancellor Letellier and his son Louvois. 
Colbert was a minister liberal m his way of thinkii^. He 
leaned towards the Huguenots, whose superior industry, en- 
lightenment, and aptitude for naval service, won him. This 
minister had many of the Protestants in employ, and he sup- 
ported them in the good opinion of Louis. Louvois and Le- 
tellier, on the contrary, hated the reformers, and, as much 
from dislike to Colbert as from natural bent, leaned to the 
exclusive doctrines of intolerance. Colbert was now dead; 
and the monarch was left altogether under the influence of 
his bigoted counsellors. 

The mind of Louis XTV. was one however that reasoned, 
and concluded its own resolves. Of what advantage was this J 
He knew of man nothing beyond a court; and he was forced 
to reason from what he saw there. His experience showed 
him that every Protestant noble or courtier laid been induced, 
by his persuasion or command, to recant and be converted to 
IJatholicism. If interest therefore, or the mimarch's will, 
brought unanimity in the religious opinions of the first dasa 
of the state, the most proud, the most powerful, tlie most 
enlightened, surely the same motives must iiave tenfold efiect 
upon the mass of the igncAle. This reasoning was just : pity, 
the example from which it was drawn, instead of being the 
rule of human nature, was but the base exception. Louis ap- 
pointed emissaries and missbnaries, charged with ample sums 
and promises of fiivor, to convert the Huguenots. They 
retu led ample lists of converts. The mode, however, was 
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found expensive. Severi^/ was suggested by Louvoia as a 
cheaper and more expeditious method. It was tried. The 
Protestants were excluded from puhlic employ, from divers 
communities. Their children were allowed to recajit at seven 
years old, and were easily enticed to do eo, the penaltieB 
against relapse being severe. Tins was soon after the peace, 
luid these fiiflt measures occasioned a considerable emigretion. 
Religious persecution in rulers is like profligacy m indi- 
viduals; one step inevitably draws on the next, and, with the 
s and resolves of moderation, both soon reach 
The emigration, especially of seamen and arti- 
snns, was soon felt to be prejudicial to the state. To check it, 
Ihe pain of death was enacted against those attempting to 
emigrate, and all sales of property made by those who after- 
wards exiled themselves were declared void. The next step 
v/aa to pull down Ihe Protestant churches. This was done at 
Montpellier. It was purposed, at the same time, to have pub- 
lic conferences and disputes with the Protestant' pastors, in 
order to convince them ; but Ihe governor wrote back to court 
that tlie Catholic clergy were too ignorant, and quite unable 
to dispute or convert. They asked for a supply of dragoons 
as more efficient; and these licentious soldiers, quarter^ on 
the Protestants all through the south, devoured and plundered 
their substance ; took away their chUdren, to save tliem from 
bemg heretics ; hunted tlie clergy like wild beasts ; and de- 
stroyed all the churches. Upwards of 700 places of worship 
were overthrown before the revocation of the edict of Nantes. 
As'Languedoc threatened to revolt under this oppression, fresh 
treaties and fresh edicts were poured upon thorn. The penal 
laws were precisely the same as those which were inflicted 
by the English Protestants upon the Irish Catholics. The 
British had but to copy the edicts of Louis XIV., merely 
abating their barbarity ; and no doubt the spirit of retaliation 
dictated in a great degree their savage measures. A day was 
appointed for the conversion of all Sie Protestants of such a 
district, the dragoons taking possession on that day. The 
refractory were lianged, and their chiefe broken on the wheel. 
St. Ruth was one of the leaders of fJiese military expeditions, 
called the dragonnades.* 



BUIH of Saintongc received F^nfilon in fViflndBltip, and regrelled his depart. 

usF Wbcn yon UK pone, we ehall be at the metcy of [tie mohl^. ivba 
preBcti uolhing gave Lalin, indulgence, and/rfirju. We shall no longm 
liear Uw Bihie read or explained. Tbey will make me of no atgumeiK but 
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At length, in the year 1685, appeared the famouE ordon- 
nance, very vaguely and ineorrectiy styled tlie revocatiwi of 
the edict of Nantea. This latter edict has been befi^e cen- 
sured as untenable, as organizing anarchy, and establishing 
one empire within another. But all these ohgectionable ot 
anarchic regulations were destroyed and annulled by Riche- 
lieu. Nothing of it remained to repeal but tolerance of the 
religbn. and even that conlined to certain towns and districts. 
The ordonnaace of 1685 revoked this tolerance ; fOTiode all 
aasembliea or esercise of the reformed religion; banidied all 
tbeir ecclesiastics from the kingdom in Aftecn days; offired 
to such of them as would recant, their pensions, augmented 
by a third, which was to be continued to their wives ; cent- 
pelled the bapti^n of all mfants in the Catholic church ; and 
condMuned to the galleys all except the pastors who should 
attenipt to expatriate themselves. This, instead of being, 
merely the revocation of an edict, was an enactment of new 
and unheard-of severity; and, i» usual, it induced ampliflca- 
tions Bliil more severe. Li 1686, a Piotestant pastor, French 
or foteiga, was punished with death if taken. Men who 
assisted or harbored them were to be sent to the galleys; 
women, to be sliaved and confined : 5500 livres reward was 
set upon each of their heads. Death was the penally for a 
Protestant taJten in an assembly or act of public woiahip. Ail 
these details are Irom Catholic writers, justly touched with 
horror at their enormity. " Twenty of the religionists were 
put to death at this time," say the memoirs of N<Sjlles. " The 
fugitives who assembled on Uie mountains were pursued. A 
premium was offered to each parish that would give up twelve; 
and three or four pistoles to each soldier that brought in one. 
Battues were made through the country by the troops, just in 
the manner of cha^g wud beasts." 

It is supposed that 50^000 fimilies emigrated from France 
at thia time, in despite of the sanguinary prohibition. . They 
were the most industrious part of the population, proved by 
the circmnst^e of their thriving in every land that received 
them, and enriching it as the price of their welcwne. Eng- 
land received on immense number, principally silk manufac- 
turera The north of Germany profited by the same act of 
expatriatlOTL The bigotry of Loiiis gave a greater blow to 
the industry and weala of bis kin^om, than all the unlunited 
expenses of his pride and his ambition. 



From the time that Louis XIV. became a 



^Iigious perse- 



cutor, bis power and prosperity began to declme ; but this cl__ 
be accounted for on jflier than superstitious or providential 
grounds. T 'ere are two kinds of wats : one purely and 
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merely ambitious or interested, undertalien to gain or defend 
B province, acquire a frontier, or win commercial advaiita^pes ; 
the other is a war of principle, where a love or hatred of cer- 
lain political or religious, dogmas ia the actuating motive. 
The former runs into the latter, and partakes of it, when the 
independence of a nation ia threatened ; but in general they 
are distinct, and differ essentially. A war for material inter 
eai-j, interests not vital, ia languid, a thing of art or combat, 
in which are emulation, and honor, and courage, but no greater 
passions. A war of principle is animated by altogether an- 
other spirit. It is lanoofous, bitter, merciless, and bloody. 
Civil wars are generally of this kind. The past conquests of 
Louis were wars for aggrandizement merely. They awoke 
th" jealousy and enmity of Europe, but not its passions. 
Henceforth he had to endure a war partaking much of prin- 
ciple. His cruelties to the Protestants had roused Ihe liearts 
of Germans, Dutch, and English against him. The prince of 
Orange bectane the soul and the leader of this association, 
united in sympathy and feeling. A league was concluded at 
Augsburg, betwixt the German princes, England, and Hol- 
land, against Louis. Spain joined, excited by jealousy of a 
domineering neighbor; the emperor also, who had seen the 
important town of Strasburg acquired by the gold of Ihe 
French iiing in full peace. 

lA>uts anticipated his enemies, and was the first in the field; 
sendmg an army to the Rhine in 1688. It was commanded 
by the dauphin, who laid siege to Philipshurg. The prince 
(rf Orange was then meditating an important enterprise that 
momently distracted his attention from the continent This 
was his invasion of England. The reader must be well ac- 
quainted .with the circumstances of this event, which struck 
France a more decisive blow than if William had penetrated 
to the walls of Paris. Lonts received with princely generosity 
the monarch whom his bigotry and pusillanimity had exiled, 
assigned him a palace and a revenue, fitting out at the same 
time a fleet and en army which in the same year transported 
James IL to Ireland. 

In the mean time the dauphin had taken Philipsburg, and 
the king's orders o^iged his son to commence the war by an 
unequafled piece of rarbarity. "Some one had persuaded 
Louis," said Villars, "that the safety of the stale consisted in 
putting a desert between our frontiers and the armies of the 
enemy. Prom (his idea, against our own interests and the 
reasons of war, he ordered the great towns of Treves, Worms, 
Spire, and Heidelberg to be destroyed." The elector's ancient 
palace, together witli the cotfagea of his meanest subject, iipr 
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ehed in the flames. "The very cellars were blown np, nor 
was a churcn spared." The king''s increased piety seemed to 
have taken from Jiim the quality of mercy. This barbarous 
scheme tailed to serve the Prendi. On the contrary, fortune 
tamed against their orms. The young dulte of L<maine 
drove them beyond the Rhine, took Bonn and Mayence, and 
gave promises of generalship, when he was cut off by disease. 
The niareschal d'Humieres was equally unsuccessful in Flan- 
ders against the prince of Waldeck, who had under him an 
Buxiiiary army of English comnjanded by lord Churchill. 
Despite of the six armies and 450,000 men kept on foot hf 
Loms, the French had the worst of this first campaign. 

Louis rightly attributed his defeats to the inferion^ of his 
generals. The enmity of Louvois had deprived thffTnarescha! 
de Luxembourg of command. He was now placed at the 
head of the army in Flanders, independent of Louvois, and 
corresponding directly with the king. Catinat, chosen with 
equal sagacity, was sent lo Italy. Luxembourg was a gene- 
ral of the school of Conde, of a quick eye, deciaye and skil- 
ful in the moment of action, though loo indolent and tight for 
the whole conduct of a campaign. It was now incumbent on 
him to support his character. He advanced to cross the 
Sambre and attack Waldeck, about the very same time tliat 
king William was drawing near to his competitor at the 
Boroe. The prince of Waldeck was encamped on the plains 
of Flenrus, not far from Namur, watching the course of the 
Sambre. Learning, however, that Luxembourg was inferior 
in force, he allowed him to pass the river, and fotmd his mis. 
take too late ; the mareschal, by a temporary reinibrcement, 
being pret^ much his equal. Luxemboui^ won the battle I™ 
a successful mancenvre. His rj^t as be advanced being hid- 
den by a rising ground neglected by Waldeck, the marshal 
threw all his disposable &rce on this side, by which he was 
enabled to attack the Dutch left in front and flank. The 
German horse was broken ; but the Dutch infantry made a 
moat valiant resistance, only equalled by the celebrated Span- 
ish phalanx when hemmed in at Rocroi. Vet these Dutch 
were the very soldiers who had fied before Louis XIV. in the 
last war without striking a blow. So slobbom was their valor 
that, although the French were vtctorbus, the loss on both 
iidea was considered as nearly equal. 

Catinat in the same campaign gained a victory still more 
jflorious over the duke of Savoy at SaJnces, but productive of 
not more real advantage. Tlie French armies were no less 
brave, and no less ably conducted than of old, but their ene- 
mies had acquired equal confidence, -qual akiH, and were 
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buoyed up by re.igious hate. The Protestants ol' Savoy were 
tbund useful by the duke in repelling the French. The spirit 
bf the Dutch was awakened by the same cause. It was on 
!he ocean that the chief trophies of the French were this 
year won. Tourville, with an immense fleet of upwards of 
seventy sail, encountered the combined squadrons of England 
and HoIIbik!, amounting to no more than fifty-six, off B^hy 
Head. The Dutch began the action, but were for a long lime 
weakly seconded by Torrington, the English admiral. The 
Dutch were thus defeated ere the action became general : 
they lost two admirals, and six of their best shipa. The loss 
of the English was proportioned to their honor on this occa- 
sbn. Torrington fled into tJie Thames; and the French 
admiral pM«eeded to insult the coast of England. They even 
made a descent, and burned the town of .Teignmouth. 

The following year, Louis commenced by tJie siege of 
Mona, which surrendered in a few days. The king of Eng- 
land, who had resumed the command in Flanders, in vain 
endeavored to relieve it There was a sharp combat towards 
the close of the season betwixt Waldeck arid Luxembourg, 
but nothing decisive. On the side of Spain, however, the 
French, under (lie mareschal de NoaiUes, made progress; 
Urge! was taken, and Barcelona bombarded. The minister 
Ijiuvois died this year, in time to avoid dl^nissal. He had 
opposed the king's marriage with madmne de Maintenon ; and 
this bst him the kmg's confidenca The cruel measures of 
Louis, especially his ravaging the Palatinate, and his new plan 
of bombajtimente, were attributed to this minister. Jxiuis, 
however, was unable to find a successor of his talents ; and, 
as from the death of Colbert dated the decline of the finances, 
victories ceased soon after tlie kss of Louvois. His son 
Barbesieux succeeded to his office, and soon proved himself 
inepL Could talents be made hereditary, like wealth, much 
of the embarrassment of kingly rule would be remov^. 

It seemed to be part of court etiquette that the monarch 
should besiege and take a fortress each spring. In 1692, he 
invested Namur; whilst Luxembourg, with an army, occu- 
pied IJie course of the Mehaigne, and kept the enemy from 
advancing to its succor. Vauban commanded the attack ; 
Cohom, a rival engineer, managed the defence. Namur suc- 
cumbed. Duriiiff the progress of this siege, a naval action 
was fought off Cape la Hogue, that for ever decided the fate 
)f the Stuarts. Tourville commanded the French, no longer 
so numerous, a portion of their fleet being in the Mediterra- 
nean. He was preparing to convey James, with a fresh 
army, to Ireland, when he was attacked by admiral Russci, 
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«nd defeated ; the English pursuing the French ships to shore, 
and burning them. James, as lie viewed the ruin of his 
hopes, could not but admire the gaHaiitry of his countrymen. 
He then retired to his little court of St. Germain's, where he 
died in the hst year of the century. 

The loss of Namur, a fortress important from its situation 
at the confluence of the Meuse and the Sambre, as well as 
for its strength, angered king William. In the first days of 
August the armies lay near Sfeinkirk, separated from each 
other by hills and defjles, little apt for a general engagement. 
Luxembourg, naturally indolent anU at the moment indis- 
posed, suffered himself to be deceived by the information of a 
spy, who had been discovered by William, and compelled to 
write what was dictated to him. The mareschal being lulled 
by this false intelligence, the English king was enabled to 
surprise him and rout a body of his troops, ere the mareschal 
was aware of the attack. The French rallied however; and 
a valiajit troop of nobles, headed by the princes of the blood, 
the due de Chartres, the duke, and the grand prior of Ven- 
d6me. The princes of Conde and Conti charged with such 
constancy and fiiry as to drive hack the Dutch and to defeat 
king William. Steinkirk did great honor to the young French 
noblesse. Young Turenne was killed there. The due de 
Chartres, son of the king's brother, duke of Orleans, was 
wounded in this engagement, as well as in the ensuing one 
of Neerwinden. He will he afterwards known to the reader 
as the regent duke of Orleans. It was in this year that liie 
king, in order to reward the prowess or excite the emulation 
of his officers, instituted the order of SL Louis. 

The French monarch and his court app^red for the last 
time, in 1693, at the head of armies. vVith very superior 
forces he pressed king William near Louvain, and must have 
defeated him had an attack been ordered; but, from some 
unaccountable weakness or whun, Louis resolved to quit the 
army and return to Versailles. Some attribute this to niadame 
de Majntenon, and her feara of the monarch's porson and 
health ; others to his jealousy of his brother, who ivas scatter- 
ing money to the peasantry of the kingdom, then oppressed 
by famine. The mareschals and general officers were indig- 
nant, and supplicated: Louis was peremptory, and left the 
seat of war for Versailles with the ladies of the court It 
was not until several weeks had passed that the maresrfial de 
Luxembourg could repair this blunder, and make use of hia 
superior forces agamst king William. The latter was sur- 
prised in no very advantageous post by the celerity and 
^s of his enemy, who threatened liiege as a feint. 
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William, with a motley army of Dutch, Danes, Hanoverians, 
English, and refugee French, occupied the two villages of 
Landen, and Neerwinden; the river Ghette was behind him, 
rendering defeat perilous, whilst he had not time to cross it 
now without endangering his rear-guard. He made the most 
of his time, however, in throwing up intrenchmenls before 
the villages and along the line which joined them. On the 
morning of the 29th of July, the French attacked both vil- 
lages, and were repulsed ; one of their generals was kiHed 
another, the duke of Berwick, taien. In vain did their cavalry 
attempt to charge and get over the intrenchment in the cen- 
tre ; they were beaten off in the whole line. But William, 
wanting sufficient force, and perhap3 wanting that master 
talent that never allows a wuted enemy t« rally, waited qui- 
etly in his intrenchments. The French renewed their efforts, 
the prince ofConti heading those against Neerwinden. Then, 
and not till then, William advanced hia cavalry, consiMJng- of 
hia guards and some English regiments, &om behind his 
intrenciiments: they were momentarily successfiil; but it 
was too late. The French had rallied, concentrated theu' 
forces on Neerwinden, and carried it aflBr an obstinate strug- 
gle. The victory thus dealared for Luxembourg ; king 
William abandoning the field, but showing himself, as usual, 
formidfthle in defeat.* One of the corps that disputed the 
victory longest was that of the refiagee Huguenots. The 
French in their king's ranks respected the inveterate gallant- 
ry of these exiles, whose commander, Ruvigny.t was once 
taken prisoner and instantly released with honorable generos- 
ity. Except the capture of Charleroi, that closed tlie cam- 
paign, little advant^e accrued to Louts from the battle of 
Neerwinden : still It was a fortunate year for the French, 
Catinat defeated the duke of Savoy at Marsaille in a general 
engagement; Noailles still made progress m Spain, and took 
Roses ; whilst on the ocean Tourville disputed the superiority 
with the English and Dutch, and severely handled a squadron 
and convoy under Sir George Rooke. 

It was seen how Louis XIV., from some unaccountable 
apathy or disgust, quitted his army with every prospect of 
victory before him. This feeling gained upon him : he was 
not a monarch to be contented wifli slight advantages ; and 

' Ws-huve bBin) on good Butborily, Ibai ihe gmusi Eaptiin or itaiB ■«« 
coneldend kiai Willism the greeWBI CBpliiiii of hia. Wllboul darinf Is 
conirovcri so higb nn opinion, uttered aflor all lerbaps but in casual eon- 
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even victory, justly enough, appeared to hira idle when ci 
quest did not follow: he therefore made indirect overtu 
for peace to Savoy and to IFolland : tliey were unattended 
with efibct. The campaign of 1694 opened ; but the monarch 
was no longer to visit the army in person, and the activity of 
tlie war-office accordingly relaxed ; eo much so that the 
mareschal de Luxembourg was enabled, merely by skill and 
countermarches, to keep honorably on the defensive. It proved 
the last cainpiugTi of thb celebrated commander, who was 
Boon after carried off fay apoplexy. The French were, the 
same year, repulsed from Barcelona by the co-operation with 
tlie town of an Eiglisli fleet 

The enormous exertions of l/juis XtV. ag^nst such a com- 
bination of enemies, began now to bring their pernicious con- 
sequences. The commerce of the kingdom was destroyed ; 
its ports were bombarded and burned ; the country was ex- 
hausted of men, of money, and of money's worth ; and ftmine, 
occasioned by an inclement season, had added to the general state 
of discontent. Colbert was dead. The economy of the minis- 
ter of an absolute goverrmient is productive of little durable 
eflect, perhaps of as much evil aa good. That of Sully had 
merely kid by a store, which the ambition of Henry IV. was. 
about to lavidi in vast schemes of war, when death cut him 
off, and left the hoarded materials of extravagance to his 
queen. In the same manner the resources husbanded by Col- 
bert served to swell the pride of Jjauis XIV., and to unpel him 
opon that career of conquest and aggression which had at last 
surpassed all means of supporting it. The expenditure, which, 
when last slated, fell far short of the 80,000,000 of revenue, 
now doubled Uiat sum. The most disastrous and decried 
expedients were had recourse to, in order to meet the exigen- 
cies of the time. Letters of noblesse were sold ; a recoinage, 
that increased the nominal value of money at the rate of two 
sous for every livre, brought in 40,000,000- to the treasury ; 
and at length a capitation tax was established in 1695, in a 
graduated scale of twenty-two classes. The ignoble orders 
seemed to pay with alacrity a tribute which the nobles shared 
with them. The king set the example by having himself 
placed first on the capitation list, an illusory but not unwe. 
come compliment to the commons. 

The campaign of 1696, in Flanders, was at first " nic 
chess playing, to use the characteristic expression of St 
Simon. King William chose his time, and laid siege to 
Namur; the mareschal de Boufflers threw himself into it 
The comte de Vaudemcmt protected the besiegers against the 
mareschal de Villemy the latter made every preparation for 
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tttacking Vaudemont. Unfortunatelj', the due de Maine, 
Jj^pgitimate and favorite son of the king, was in command of 
the left wing, the post of honor, and the column of attack: 
Villeroy sent him orders to commence, and was obhged ti? 
repeat them, whilst the prince sedulously busied himself in 
reconnoitring, in confessing to a priest, and in ordering Ihe 
ranks of his division. Thus the precious time was lost; 
Vaudemont retreated from his awkward position, and Namur 
surrendered to king- William. 

When Louis learned tiie pusillanimous conduct of his hope- 
ful son, which he did through other means than ViDeroy's 
dispatches, nothing could equal his chagrin. He had been 
maJIe to expect a victory. 80 great was his irritation, that 
he lost sight even of his dignity, which he forgot so far as to 
beat with his own hands a ralet for pocketing a biscuit at din- 
ner. Whilst flustered with this fea^ the monarch met his 
confessor, P6re la Chaise, and cried, " I have beaten the rascal 
well, my fiilher, and broke my cane upon his back ; but I hope 
not to have offended God in the act." The disgrace of the 
illegitimate prince delighted the high nobles of the court as 
much as it vexed the kuig. 

• Conferences commenced in 1696 for peace. Louis took, 
however, the speediest way to procure it, by giving numerous 
forces to Catinat, tliat he might overwhelm the duke of Savoy, 
and with these full powers to treat. The duke, knowing that a 
general peace was near, and fearing for Turin, made a sepa- 
rate accommodation, which he obtained on the most advan- 
tageous terms. The French king gave up Pignerol and his 
conquests on the other side of the Alps, jraid 4,000,000 livres, 
and concluded a marriage agreement betwixt the young duke 
of Burgundy, eldest son of the dauphin, and a princess of 
Savoy. At this price Louis not only detached from the con- 
federates, but gained to himself, an important ally. 

This ajiouid have rendered peace still more desirable to the 
confederacy. Theplenipotentiariesoftheseveralpowersassem- 
bled at Ryswick near the Ilagne, in the beginnmg of 1697. 
Louis made ample offers of concession; but Strasburg, which 
he refused to yield, occasioned difference and delay. The 
allies demanded a truce ; Louis denied it ; and soon after 
arrived tidings that the due de Vendome had taken Barcelona, 
This conquest broi^ht down the pretensions of Spain, and 
Strasburg was no longer insisted on. Despite of this, nego- 
tiations might have dragged on interminably, had not the two 
kings held confidential communications through a more frank 
and immediate channel than their plenipotentiaries. Bentinck 
and Eoufflpii had several meetings, at which Williftm and 
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Louis came to an understand itig to make peace, even witliout 
the emperor, if that were necesaary. The treaty or treaties 
of Ryswick were, in consequence, signed in September, 1697. 
England gained merely the recogration of the monarch of 
her choice. The French frontier in Flanders was agreed to 
be that established by former treaties. Mona, Charleroi, Cour- 
tray, and Luxembourg, were to be restored to Spain. The 
cession of tiie latter fortress, and of Barcelona, was made as 
a kind of compensation for Strasburg, which France now 
finally kept Lorraine was restored to its duke, who was for- 
bidden to fortify his towns, a stipulation that rendered him 
totally dependent. But that part of the treaty, which con- 
cerned the emperor, was not concluded for upwards of a year 
France, in the treaty of Ryswick, appears to be the purchaser 
of peace ; she yields. But the war, though not so brilliant as 
preceding ones, had still attained its aim : Louis kept the new 
frontier £at he had first chosen in Flanders, whilst the posses- 
sion of Strasburg fixed him on the Rhine. He had baffled 
the most powerful European league ; and, whatever were the 
internal sufferings and weakness of the country, France still 
preserved, over surrounding nations, the ascendency that 
Richelieu had founded, ana that Louis XIV, had proudly 



CHAP. V. 
1697—1715. 



The period just terminated is tlie "palmy state" of the 
French monarchy : it had then reached the zenith of its splen- 
dor, of its internal authority and external power. Never was 
Oriental monarch surrounded with more wealth, or worshipped 
with more devotion. The nobility, forced into obedience to the 
crown, hoped that all those selfish goods which they had 
sought from independence, might be as effectually secured by 
servility. They formed at once a close alliance with Hie 
Ihrone, and accented the maxim, that all honor and power and 
liberty emajiated thence, taking care at the same time so to 
thrwig around it, as themselves to intercept its every ray. 
The mass of the people, less interested, rallied with equal 
enthusiasm to their king. Recollectingihe weakness, anarchy, 
and public misfortunes that had attended past struggles for that 
■mattainable boon, freedom, they hailed the monarch's absolute 
power as the guarantee of security and peace. Attaclunenl 
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to the king became a seo nd religion, and every class discarded 
nil tlie old spirit and prejudices that ofiended against the creed 
of royalty. The noble sacrificed his independence, the magis- 
trate also; both waiving those undefined political rights which 
they had in vain endeavored to establish. The people ap- 
plauded this humbling of their siiperiors ; and when the firs' 
effects appeared in the greatness and glory of tlie monarclij 
under Ijouis XIV., all hankerings after freedom were instantly 
discarded in admiration of a form of government so simple, se 
natural, so ascendant. 

This universal opinion, assumed with such confidence, 
entertained with such devotion, was not of ItJDg duration : 
Louis XIV. himself was destined to outlive it. Even with 
him, its founder, the system of unlimited monarchy was not 
formed to prosper : the old state maladies, which it had for a 
moment removed, returned tenfold. Even the gilding of 
national glory, so lately laid on, and so dearly purchased, 
began to tarnish ; sentunents began to waver : those of the 
people gathering into that hate towards the monarch which 
afterwards poured scandalous execrations on his bier: those 
of the nobles, who found themselves by no means poeseesed 
of the advantages which were to recompense their submis- 
sion ; but above all, those of the thinldng class, the men of 
intellect and letters, — those pioneers of civilization, who go 
before to clear the road of its marcL This, however, is but 
anticipation; the monarchy was yet culminant, or but in the 
very commencement of its decline. We are about to enter 
on the first causes that precipitated it into military reverses 
and financial distress. 

The Spanish branch of the house of Austria threatened to 
become extinct. Charles II., reigning monarch of Spain, wka 
childless, and of a sickly constitution. Who was to he his 
successor in the monarchy, was a question of the first import- 
ance His ftther Philip tV. had left two daughters, the elder 
married to Louis XIV., the younger to the emperor Leopold ; 
but as tbi! queen of Louis had solemnly renounced her rights 
to the Spanish succession, the claim of her sister the empress 
was predominant She, however, had had but a daughter, 
married to the elector of Bavaria, whose son, the electoral 
prince, showed, the renunciation of France remaining valid, 
the best title to the Spani^ crown. Charles, in feet, made 
a testament in this young prince's fevor, in the year 1696. 

This certainly would have been the lairest and happiest 
niode of settling the succession ; the crown of Spain passing 
to a new race, unenlangled, in the ties of blood, with tha 
quarrels or policies of other countries. Tt was mortifying 
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however, to the house of Austria, to see bo rich a kingdom 
pass from under its name and rule. Although the young 
prince of Bavaria waa of its blood, still an Austrian archduke 
WBS considered by the emperor aa a &r more fitting heir to 
the Spanish throne. Both Austria and France h^ claims 
uidependent of the daughter of Philip IV. : Louis XIII. had 
married an inianta of Spain ; the emperor Ferdinand, fathe 
of Leopold, had espoused her sister. Here again were jarring 
rights j but tho house of Austria prevailed ; and Charles IL 
was induced, some time previous to the treaty of Ryswick, to 
destroy the testament in fevor of Bavaria, and to promise that 
his 'bequest should fait upon an archduke, the son of Austria. 

During these intrigues, France, being at war with Spain, 
had no opportunity of acquiring influence with the monarch 
or the nation, or of furthering, its claims to the succession. 
No doubt this consideration was one of the motives which ren- 
dered Louis so anxious for peace. As soon as it was con- 
cluded, he dispatched the marquis d'Harcourt to Madrid, in 
order to learn the state of the court, of tlie king's mind, the 
nation's leaning, and to make the most of any advantage. 
Harcourt though an intriguing, able, and winning negotiator, 
could gain no tooting. The queen was Austrian in heart, and 
monopolized all influence. The ambassador was thus ohliged 
to use threats, and so keep the Spanish monarch from declar- 
ing openly in favor of either an Austrian or Bavarian prince. 

In 1698, the duke of Portland came on an embassy to Paris. 
He was an accomplished personage, and won so much on the 
French court, that it became the rage to know and entertain 
him. Even Louis was fescinated, and forgot the iBual haugh- 
tiness with which he treated foreign envoys. Portland sug- 
gested the difficulties of the Spanish succession. They were 
discussed ; and it was agreed that a treaty of partition, lor 
dividing the Spanish monarchy after the death of Charles, was 
the only means for preserving peace. There is much that is 
inexplicable in the negotiation of this treaty, as given by De 
Torcy. Accordmg to that writer, Louis first put forth boldly 
his grandson's clauns to the Spanish crown ; and king William 
did not object, provided the dconinions in Flanders and Italy 
were separated from it And yet in a little tune after we find 
the French king no longer msisting upon either Sgiin or 
Flanders, but contenting himself with Naples aa the French 
share of the spoil. Was Louis insincere in this, merely 
amusing William, wnilst Harcouit was pushmg his advan- 
tages! or had the spu:it and hopes of the French monarch 
fallen so low, that he oetemuned to avoid war at all hazards? 
Certnhi it is, Ihit the partition treaty was concluded, which 
11.— 8 
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gave Spain anc! the Indies, as well as Flanders, to the elec- 
toral prince of Bavaria, and Milan to the archduke Charles, 
reserving merely Naples for the prince representing the 
rights of France, namely, the due d'Anjou, second son of the 
dauphin. 

This treaty, despite of all concealment, reached the ears of 
the king of Spain. Austria, excluded by its stipulation, had 
too great an interest in acquainting him. Alive to his coun- 
try's dienity, and fired with the insult offered to Spanish pride 
in thus dismembering the monarchy, and to himself in dividing 
his spoils without consulling him, and m his lifetime, Charles 
IL made a wHl, bequeatJimg the undivided empire to the 
priiwc of Bavaria. Li three months after (February, 1699), 
fhis-infent died, and the work both of the partition treaty and 
the testament had to be renewed. 

Louis XIV. showed the same apparent disinterestedness 
and moderation. Another treaty was concluded betwixt him 
and king William ; by which the dauphin, in addition to 
Naples, was to have Lorraine, the reigning prince of that 
duchy getting Milan in lieu; whilst the archduke Charles, 
second son of the emperor, was to succeed to Spain and Flan- 
dera This second treaty of partition leads one, even more 
than the first, to doubt the sincerity of Louis, whose object in 
thus playing Machiavel must have been to lull the vimlance 
of Dutch aad English, as well as to irritate Charleslt It 
was hoped, perhaps, that the Spanish kmg and nation, angry 
with all parties, would have taken the surest mode of pre- 
venting the dismemberment of the roMiarchy, by lequeathing 
it to a prince of France, which court was most capable and 
most at hand to enforce such a claim. With this view, how- 
ever, it was necessary that the emperor should jom in the 
treaty of partition ; an act of abandonment that must have 
alienated the Spanish king irom the house of Austria. Hence 
came Austria's large share in the partition ; a bait to insure 
her adhesion. The emperor, however, equally insincere, 
encouraged France to conclude the treaty, knowing how the 
circumstance would indispose the king of Spain ; and, upon 
learning ils conclusion, hesitated to accept it himself, making 
objections to gain time. In the mean time, his envoy pressed 
the king of Spain to make a testament in iavor of the arch 
duke. The long was at the moment not unwilling ; but the 
emperor ft.i!ed to act boldly and frankly, to send his son or to 
provide troops; and Charles, who saw the wcaJmess of Aus- 
tria both in council and in resouftes, recurred to the thoughts 
of a French prince for his heir. Harcourt had, in the 'mean 
time, gained the principal noblesse to support the Freucb 
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interest, and, above all, the papal nuncio and the pope him- 
self exerting themselves for the house of Bourbon, the dying 
Charlea followed their injunctiooB, and by a written testament 
bequeathed his dominions to Philip dukeof Anjou, second son 
of the dauphin of France. In a ujonth after this act, Charles 
expired, on the 1st of Novemljer, 1700. 

The only doubt now remaining- was, whether Louis XIV. 
would accept the will of the late Iting of Spain in favor of 
hia ^ndson, or whether he would adhere to the treaty of 
oartition. There was a long debate respecting this in hiB 
touncil, which council consisted hut of three ministers, the 
ihancellor Eontchartrain, the due de BeauvillierB, and Torcy. 
They were divided in opinion; but the dauphin, "drowned 
as he habitually was in apathy and fet," says St Simon, 
gathered warmth and energy on this occasion, and spoke 
-loquently in behalf of liis son's rights. Madame de Main- 
enon, who had also a voice in this council, adopted the same 
•iews; and Louis decided. Tlie youn^ due d' Anjou instantly 
iccupied a chamber of state ; had his tram borne up ; as- 
*imed the golden fleece, thus takmg the insignia of mon- 
arch of Spain ; the court and king acknowledging him as 
such. In December he departed to take possession of his 
new kingdom. 

The emperor's indignation, in the mean time, burst forth. 
King William, equally mortified, but calm in his measures as 
in his demeanor, demanded explanations. He was hampered 
by the prevalence in parliament of the lories, who deprecated 
continental connexion or war, end who were loud in- llieir 
clamors against the partition treaties. In February, 1701, 
the mareschal de Boufflers surprised the principal Spanish 
towns in Flanders, making (trisooers such of the garrisons as 
happened to he DutcL This was effected through the con- 
nivance of the elector of Bavaria, governor of these prov- 
inces. It was the suWect of fresh alarms Ijd Holland. Bui 
England, under tory influence, still hesitated, and seemed to 
view the agfrrandiaement of the house of Bourbon with a 
culpable indifference. A piece of fetulty in Louis destroyed 
this apathy of England, so vital to him in the present circum- 
stances, and so galling to William. James II. dying about 
this time at St Germain's, his son was acknowledged king of 
Eng and ^ the French court This was an insist and a de- 
fiance to Great Britain ; and Louis showed in it as much idle 
and imprudent hardihood, as in the partition treaties he had 
displayed a want of pride, supposing them not to iiave been 
dictated by dissimulation. "The consequence was, tiial the 
national animosity against France and Louis was aroused in 
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the English miiwl ; the tones, unable to stem the tide, went 
with it ; and king William, though bowed in spirit by disease, 
still rallied under the influence of his old anti-Gallican zeal, 
and set himself strenuously to the work that he most loved, 
the formation of a league against the ambition of Prance. 
Sti.l, his demands were not exorbitant: he required chiefly, 
that tlie French garrisons should be removed ftom the Spanish 
towns in Flanders; that Ostend and Nieuport should be put 
as sureties into the hands of England ; and that, by a solemn 
treaty, it should be declared, that none of the present domin- 
bns of Spain should ever be annexed to France. These pro- 
posals, so modest, when considered as but replacing the pro- 
visions of the partition treaty that Louis had agreed to, were 
nevertheless rejected with contempt by that monarch, and 
Ktyied insolent and arrogant- The good fortune of the Spanish 
succession had resuscitated his ancient pride. He Ibrgot the 
enfeebled state of hia kingdom, which had made him stoop to 
Savoy, rendered him eager to accept terms at Ryswick, and 
even humble in endeavoring to preserve peace since. Spain 
was necessarily detached ftom any new alliance againsl 
hira. With England, Holland, and the empae, he thoughl 
himself, maugre his financial distresses, not unequal to 

Thus commenced the war of the succession, " the only jusl 
one," says DuclosJ " that Louis ever undertook. The empe- 
ror, no longer occupied by hostilities with Turkey, was now 
much more formidable timn before. The duke of Hanovei, 
elevated some years since to the electorate, was grateful foi 
the fiivor. The elector of Brandenburg was honored with 
the title of king of Prussia, and these two German princes 
joined against tVance, which numbered amongst its allies the 
electors of Bavaria and Cologne. The emperor began the 
war in 1701 by pouring a large army into Italy, under the 
command of prince Eugene. This young prince of the house 
of Savoy had been destined to the ecclesiastical state. He 
asked an abbaye of Louis, who refused him ; a circumslaucu 
that the French monarch had ample cause to remember and 
regret Eugene flung oft' his demi-ecclesiastical habit, and, 
entering the military service of the emperor, distinguisheil 
himself m those wars of Austria against the Turks which 
ended with the peace of Carlowitz. Mareschal Vilkrs liad 
been his comrade in the imperial ranks. Eugene marked hi 
first campaign in Italy by defeating Catinal, and taking Vil- 
er^ prisoner in the town of Cremona. 

King William, the soul of the confederacy against France, 
was preparing to take the field. Already, however, his healtn 
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was sraldng'. Meeting with a lall from his horse, a fever was 
the consequence, which carried him off, at his palace of Kea- 
sington, in May, 1702. The chief reproach brought by the 
French against him was, that he showed no religious feeling 
in his last moments, and this because of the absence of the 



army of prelates and confessors, the pride, pomp, and c 
stance of popery, with which Louis thought it neces 
redeem a life of dissoluteness. The English tory v 



e inveterate, have shed upon William all the ^t!i of feo- 
lion. They upbraid him with the unamiableness end reserve 
of a weai constitution. They accuse him loudly of tolerance, 
and cannot tbrgive him for having saved the liberties of 
England, and l^eathed his last bre^ in defending those of 
Europe. 

The mantle of WiUiftm fell, however, upon the duke of 
Marlborough ; a general bred in the best school of warfare 
under Turenne, and who was as superior to the monarch in 
military talent and political address, as be was inferior in 
lofty, generous, and disinterested views. Intrusted with ths 
chief command by queen Anne, Marlborough roused the spir- 
its of tlie Dutch, who had not yet recovered the loss of theii 
prince, and entered on the campaign in Flanders. Even in 
that early part of his career, he would have stricken one of 
those master blows which afterwards distinguished him. He 
proposed attacking the mareschal de BoufSers at Beringhem ; 
and Berwick allows that, had Marlborough had his wHl, the 
French would have been defeated. But the commissioners 
of the states d istiusted the English general, yet new lo feme, 
and the campaign of 1703 passed m Flanders without any 
remarkable results. 

On the Rhine the imperialists had taken divers towns, 
without being troubled by Catinat, who kept tJie other side 
of the river. Villars, a more active general, with the baton 
of a mareschal in view, spied from his camp on one bank the 
moment that the enemy quitted their positions on the other. 
The prince of Baden, who commanded, thought litUe precau- 
tion needed, the French having shown little vigor during the 
year, and having now a bridge to cross, a tedious operation 
for an army, ere they could arrive to disturb his retreat Vil- 
lars, however, did make this unlooked-for attempt His in- 
iantiy were unable to reach that of the imperialists, but the 
cavaby of both armies met ; the French took their enemies 
at a di^idvantage, and defeated them in the plain of Friedlin- 
gen. An action of similar magnitude took place in Italy, at 
LuzatB, brought about also by a surprise ; but here the prince 
E-ignne liod the ajlvantafie. The most decisive blow ivas 
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Struck at sea. Sir George Rooke and the duke of Onnond 
made amends for an unBuccessful atlack upon Cadiz, by forc- 
ing the port of Vigo, and capturing end destroying the fleet 
of the enemy, together with the galleons containing the trea- 
sures from South America, 

The year 1703 passed in Flanders wilhout any action of 
importance. Marlborough took Bonn and Luxembourg, and 
'nojiceuvred with a view to capture Antwerp and Ostend, 
without success. More important movements were taking 
place on the Rhine, where Villars commended. The object 
of the French king's pushing the war mto Germany, contrary 
to his usual practice, was to succor his ally, the elector of 
Bavaria^ who was so sorely pressed by the imperialists, that it 
was feared he would he obliged to abandon the alliance of 
France. Villars employed the winter months advantageously 
in making' himself master of Kehl, opposite Strasburg. In 
the spring he succeeded fully in breaking through the impe- 
riajist lines, and joining the elector of Bavaria at Ea.lisbon; 
thus transferring the seat of war from the Rhine to the 
Danube. If we are to credit Villars himselij who united with 
hia abilities a habit of vaunting not always lavorable to truth, 
he conceived the idea of marSiing by Passau upon Vienna ; 
an enterprise, the conception of which was worthy of a later 
age. The elector, of a more sober school of tactics, could 
not share the French general's ardor. A difference of opinion, 
and subsequently coolness, sprung up betwixt them. Even 
the more sage advice of Villars, to pass the Danube and 
attack the imperialists before they could be joined by an ap- 
proaching army, was but reluctanfly followed. The mareschal 
was obliged to shame his ally by threatening to make the 
attack alone. It took place near Donawert, between Hoch- 
stet and Blenheim, and the French were here victorious on a 
field which was destined to be so fetal to them in the ensuing 
year. Unable to bring the elector into his designs, Villars 
proposed lo him to invSe the Tyrol, and open a communica- 
tion through that country with the due de Vendome, who 
CDmmanded in Italy. The scheme was unsuccessfiil. Ven- 
dOrae was kept in check, not only by prmce Eugene, but by 
the duke of Savoy himself, who had quitted the alliance of 
France ; and the Tyrolese drove the elector from their valley. 
He made loud complaints against Villars, and that able gene- 
ral in disgust threw up his command. 

The elector of Bavaria, however, remained master of the 
whole course of the Danube as &r as Passau. The small 
army (rf WfiOO men brought by Villars, but now commanded 
by mareschal Marsin. sweUed his force, whilst nmresehal Tal- 
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larJ, with 40,000 men on the Rhine, was ready to marcli ir 
the spring of 1704 and join Marsin and the elector. These 
prospects made tJie court of Vienna tremble. That goveni 
raent was at the same time pressed by the Hungarian insur- 
gents, so that even the recall of prince Eugene fi-ora Italy 
with all the troops that could be spared from keeping the duke 
of Vend6me in check, might not prove sufficient for defend- 
ing the Austrian capital ; to such distress was the empeior 
reduced in the spring of the year 1704. 

It was then that l^irlborough conceived the bold and gener- 
ous design of abandoning Flaimers, that beaten field, so known 
and trodden by commanders, so thickly sown with tbrtreeses 
and cut with lines of defence as to render decisive actions im- 
practicable, and of marching on the Danube, to the relief of 
the empire. Concealing his intentions, the duke crossed the 
Rhine at Bonn, the Mein near Franktbrt, and marched 
towards Bavaria- The French had in the mean time mustered 
another army on the Rhine under ViUeroy. Him prince 
Eugene undertook to observe, whilst Marlborough, seconded 
by the prince of Baden, undertook to pass the Danube, pene- 
trate into Bavaria, and either force the elector to abandon the 
French alliance, or punish him for his hostili^ to the empire. 
Marlborough lost no time in manieuvring or counter-marches, 
but advanced straight against the French and Bavarians, who 
were intrenched at Schelienberg, before Donawert, a town 
ttiat commands a bridge on the Danube. Marlborough's attack 
was decisive. The mlienchments were forced, the enemy 
were defeated and fled, leaving many thousand men and seve- 
ral generals on the field, as well as the passage of tJie Danube 
free. The English and imperialists instantly poured over the 
river, crossed the Lech, and, whilst the elector took refuge in 
Augsburg, until mareschal Tallard could reinforce him, Marl- 
borough overran Bavaria to the eates of Munich, ravaging 
and punishing the country for the hostilities of its chiefs This 
wretched and cruel system of war&.re, of which Louis XIV. 
had set the example m twice laying waste the Palatinate, was 
not productive here of the ellect intended ; at least it did not 
bring the elector to terms. It irritated him, however, and 
drove his temper to seek vengeance in a general engagement 

Unable to subsist south of the Danube in a country which 
he could not occupy, and which he purposely ravaged, Marl- 
borough withdrew to the north of that river. Hopuig to draw 
the enemy after fiim, he caused the prince of Baden to lay 
siege to Ingoldstadt. What he sought, took place. The 
elector of Bavaria, anxious for revenge, and Tallard, who had 
joined him, sharing his ardor, they passed the raiiiihe. and 
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posted tJiemselves it Hochstet, on the very spot where Villars 
»nd tho elector had in the last year been victorious. Prince 
Eugene at the same time contrived to deceive Villeroy, quit- 
ting his position, in front of that general, so as himself to 
arrive with his army in time to join in the action, wliilst Vil- 
leroy remained perplexed or engaged in uncertain and tediota 
pursuit 

On the morning of the 30fh of August, the French aiiiJ 
Bavarians drew up before their camp. Their armies did not 
mingle, but remained separate ; that of Tallard on the right 
touching the Danube, that of Marsin and the elector in con- 
tinuance of the line on the left. Before the front of Tallard 
was the village of Blenhehn, on a rising ground, occupied by 
nis infantry. At some distance in advance of the French and 
Bavarians ran a rivulet with marshy banks, on the other side 
of which were drawn up the imperialists, the Dutch and Eng- 
fish ; Marlborough commanding the latter next the Danube, 
prince Eugene the former. The eiectoc committed a capital 
&ult in not poshing his army near to the rivulet, se as either to 
dispute its passage or to attack the enemy when they had par- 
tially crossed it But he did not suspect an intention to %ht 
on the part of Marlborough. Eugene began the action by 
attacking the elector and Marsin, from whom he met with a 
stubborn resistance. Marlborough in the mean time crossed 
the rivulet, and formed a stro^ body of infentiy opposite the 
centre of his antagonists, "fliis centre was composed of 
cavalry ; for Tallard and the elector, remaining separate, had 
each flrawn up his army, according to rule, with its horse 
upon the wings. But these wings, united, formed the centre 
of the combined army. And thus a body of cavalry, destined 
by its nature to act ofiensively, was posted in the principal, 
the central, the fixed position of the army. Tallard no doubt 
reckoned tjiat Marlborough would attack Blenheim, aud, as 
Conde would have done, spend a world of lives and heroic 
efforts to master the position. Tallard knew this would cost 
hours ; and he accordmgly rode off to the left to see how the 
elector was feting, whilst his antagonists were drawing up, 
after having crowed the rivulet Marlborough in the mean 
time did dispatch troops to attack Blenheim, with the view of 
distracting Tallard from the principal movement This was 
his advance upon the centre, the weak, divided centre of 
cavalry. In foot it made no resistance. Marlborough rushed 
in betwixt the elector and Tallard, cutting the French and 
Bavarian line in two. This manceuvre decided the victory. 
The elector with Marsin, taken in flank, gave up the advan- 
tage they had gained over Eugene, wavered, retreatwi, lied : 
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whilst Tftllard's ajiDy, hemmed betwixt the English and Ihe 
Danube, ended by laying down their anns and surrendering-. 
As for the marshal hmiself, he was taJten whilst endeavoring 
to return ftom tho elector's division of the army to his own. 
The entire glory of this victory was Marlborough's ; and he 
enhanced it by that modesty, and those attentions towards the 
vanquished, which had so redounded to the tame of tJie Black 
Prmce after Poitier^ From French writers we learn that 
Marlborough first set the example of treating priscmers not 
only with demency, but with the politeness due to midbrtune ; 
a trait that redeems those ravages in Bavaria which the cus- 
tom of war had unjustly sanctioned. The battle of Blenheim, 
in which from 60,000 to 80,000 men were engaged on either 
Bide, cost to the vanquished 12,000 men lulled, besides a 
greater number made prisoners. The* quantity of cannon, 
colors, and other trophies, was immense But its effects were 
greater than all. The French armies were obliged to evacu- 
ate Germany altogether, abandon Bavaria, and retire behind 
the Rhine. Marlborough proved to Vienna another SobieskL 
Hia victory re-established the imperial throne; nor was the 
house of Austria ungrateful. 

War was in the mean time raging in the Spanish penhi- 
sula. The archduke Charles had been enabled by England 
to land with a respectable force in that country, whiwi he 
continued to dispute against Philip, the grandson of Louis. 
Portugal had been won over to the side of England and the 
archduke, and her aid proved of the ^eatest importance. It 
was singular to observe in this campaign the armies of France 
and Spam commanded by an Englishman, the duke of Ber- 
wick, while Ruvigny, created earl of Galway, a native of 
France and a Huguenot emigre, commanded ttie Ehiglish 
forces. Sir George Rooke took Gibraltar in the same year in 
which the victory of Blenheim was won. Louis XIV, saw 
his power contested even in the heart of his dominions. The 
Protestant mountaineers of the Cevennes, tlie descendants of 
those Albigenses who had escaped the sword of De Mont&rt, 
now defied the edicts of the prei^nt monarch. Vexed by the 
new capitation tax, in addition to the persecution which they 
suffered for their religion, they flew to arms ; met with such 
success, and inspired such terror, that mareschal Villars him- 
self was sent against them. Admiring their valor, which 
rendered all hopes of subduing them by force hopeless, the 
inaresciial treated with their chiefs, and was obliged to grani 
them tolerance. 

Marlborough had delivered Germany frcm the French, and 
driven them beyond the Rhine : he then turned his attention 
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to the north, and aimed at expelling them from those prov- 
inces of Spanish Plandera which they had laJten possession of 
in the beginning of the war. During the entire campaign of 
1705, the dulte maiMBuvred.in vain to attain this object by 
bringing the French to action. A signal victory could ajone 
enaMe him to reduce a host of stiong towns by a single blow ; 
long' watching for this opportunity, it did not oiFer till the 
sprmg of the year 1706. The mareschal Villeroy, a favorite 
both of the king and of De Maintenon, took tJie command in 
Flanders, and with orders to give battle. Louis was weary 
of the tedious war, so many enemies besetting him; the mere 
expense of resisting on every side being siSficient to crush 
the monarchy. He was no longer in a condition to wait the 
effect of Louvois's preparations, or Turenne's manceuvres. 
Experience, sagacit^ or skill, no bnger presided over either 
his councils or his armies: Louis cried out for something 
decisive — for battle ; like the gamester, whom prudence has 
deserted, and who is anxious to stake all in a decisive throw, 
which may relieve or ruin him. He bade Villeroy, there- 
fore, give battle. He had even selected Villars for Ihe im- 
portant task ! But Villars was an indilTerent courtier, being 
rude, independent, and proud. The "short^geniused and 
superb Villeroy" was preferred, and dispatched on the diffi- 
cult errand of givmg Iratfle to Marlborough. 

The French army, of about 80,000 men, reached the banks 
of the Mehaigne near Ramiliies, about half distance betwixt 
Namur and Tirlemont, on the 23d of May, 1706. Despite the 
king's order and his own ardor to fight, it was Marlborough 
who marched to the attack. Villeroy was waiting to be joined 
by Marsin ; hut knowing himself to have a force stronger than 
the English general, he resolved to await the attack, drawing 
up his army in the positbn that chance had placed it, at an 
acute angle with the Mehaigne. The French right wing was 
near this river, with the village of Ramiliies on a rising 
ground in front of it, precisely as Blenheim had been with 
respect to the French army, m the action called by that 
name. Villeroy's left was here covered by a little marshy 
river called the Gheete, which rendered it unassailable indeed, 
but also rendered It useless unless as supportmg his right 
Marlborough did not arrive vrith his army till it was already 
past noon ; he reconnoitred, drew up in line corresponding to 
the French, and the cannonade began. The duke in an 
Instant had perceived that the Gheete covermg the enemy's 
left rendered engagement on that side impossible; he there- 
fore drew all his force from that side, and drafting it in the 
most concealed manner possible behind the troops about lit 
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itlack Eamillies and the French right, he concentrated )iis 
force on this point. This manceuvre took a long time to exe- 
cute, and yet Villeroy took no step to defeat it When Marl- 
borough advanced, the French household cavalry charged him 
with Euch impetuosity and valor as to break the attacking 
battalions, and to endanger the duke himself; but the English, 
tallying in front, and allowing these rash enemies to pass to 
the rear, where there was force enough to deal willi them, 
pushed on both upon Ramillies and upon the French line 
behind it The English, being in much superior numbers on 
this point, owing to the inactivity of the French right, formed 
in one unbroken line, and charged, numbers breaking in 
between the mtervals of the French, who were drawn up in 
separate battalions, and taking them in flank. Their rear- 
guard felled to support those in front; the baggage, it was 
eaid, impeded them ; at all events, the battle, tliough begun 
late, proved ere sunset a decisive victory on one side and rout 
on the other. The pursuit lasted the whole night, the fugi- 
tives suffering greatly in their passage through the defile of 
Judoigne, which was blocked with cannon and wagons. Here 
the day of Blenheim was renewed, the loss of the French in 
killed and captive not bemg, however, so great. The conse- 
quences were not less important; being the loss to France of 
all the Spanish Netherlands, including Antwerp, Ghent, Bru- 
ges, Ostend, Brussels, Mechlin, and Louvain. The fortresses 
of Menin and Dendermonde surrendered alsa Namur and 
Mens remained the only towns unconquered. 
"" * lick w 



The court was struck with consternation on learning this 
second defeat, of which the details were for a long time un- 
known. No courier arrived, so that Louis was obliged to 
dispatch Chamillart himself; his minister, to Flanders. Ville- 
roy was distracted, and had lost all self-posseEsion : every one 
condemned a general whose imprudence had placed Hie king- 
dom " within two fingers of its ruin." Still Louis was gene- 
rous to his unfortunate general, and wrote him to give in his 
rerignation, in order to avoid the harshness of deprivaL The 
duke of Venddme was recalled from Italy to take the com- 
mand in Flanders ; and the duke of Orleans, the king's nephew, 
Bucceaded Venddme. This last appointment surprisai the 
court, which was aware of the extreme repugnance felt by 
Louis to employ any of the princes of the bloSl ; but so un- 
fortunate had proved his choice of late, that the monarch 
resolved at last to trust the defence of the kingdom to the 
zeal of his femily. What La Fare observed as to the impos- 
sibility of talents of any kind being developed In an absolute 
■nonarchy. was htre at length proved, t'onde, Turenne, and 
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Luxembourg', were formed when generals were independent, 
and when me power of the monwch was but conditional ; 
Colbert and Louvois wero ecnooled in tlie license and ditfi- 
culties of the Fronde. Compare wiih them the products of 
the rei^ of Louis, Barbeaieux and Chainillart and Desmarest, 
as ministers ; Tallard, Marsin, and Villero;, as generals ; and 
he difference will be found to correspond to the cause. -Even 
die courtly St Simon himself admits this truth : he Bays, the 
quality sought in a general was not talents for commEutding', 
but a character likely to prove submissive ; that officers were 
no longer advanced by merit, but by routine ; and generals 
were kept in leading-strings, more in fear of the court than 
the enemy. The absence of equality was productive of worse 
effects. " The luxury that had inundated the camp prevented 
the generals from living with the officers, and consequently 
ftom knowing or judging of their several merits. There was 
no lon^r tf«t general converse respecting war, its adven- 
tures, lis science, triumphs and defeats, in which the young 
wero wont to glean experience from the mouths of the old. 
Now, the young could speak but of piay and women, the old 
but of fiirage and equipments. The general officers 'lived 
together or alone ; the commander-in-chief saw even them 
but iu the crowd, whilst his privacy was consumed in writing 
and dispatching couriers, and the details of the war were 
left to three or four suWterns, wlio perhaps knew nothing 
about it." It is singular, that these inconveniences of sepa- 
rating the ranks of an army, and forming its spirit after an 
exclusively aristocratic model, should be found thus strongly 
signalized by the due de St Simon, whose voluminous me- 
moirs might not inaptly be termed the very breviary of aris- 
tocracy. 

The year 1706 was disastrous (o Louis. Barcelona had 
surrendered to lord Peterborough, who displayed there a 
chivalrous courage and conduct worthy of being recorded in 
Plutarch. The conquest of Catalonia by the archduke drew 
after it the submission of Madrid, from which Philip was 
driven. In Italy the same fortune ruled: prince Eugene 
forced the French lines near Turin, and defbated their 
troops ; the mareschal Marsin was slain, and the duke of 
Orleans was wounded. Had the counsel of the latter pre- 
ailed over that of the mareschal, the disaster might have 
been avoided. 

Louis now made overtures for peace ; lie was not listened 
to: the allies hoped to reduce, him lower; and certainly the 
prospects of Prance were never more gloomy. The finances 
were in llie greatest disorder, every part of the administra 



707. FINANCIAL DlPFICULTlEa 137 

tion in equal arrear, yet not one capable person could the 
monarch procure. ChamUIart had the management of both 
war and finance department: the exertion, united with il. 
Eucceas, was loo much; it was killing him. He wrote a 

gteoua letter to this effect, tendering his resignation to thp 
ng : Louis read it, and writing on the margin of the lette:; 
' well, we will perish together," sent it back to the minister 
One active genius, nevertheless, was employed at this tim 
in the solitude of hia cabinet to provide a remedy for the pov 
erty of the government, and a reform in the financial system 
this was Vauban, the once celebrated engineer. The product 
of his labors was a plan for abolishing the numerous and 
intricate branches of taxation, and substituting in its place 
one uniform tax on property. He proposed to take a tenth of 
its yearly value, which he called a <f!rme royale. This sim- 
ple mode would have proved the ruin of the financiers, the 
iarraers of the revenue, and the pensioners, that were paid 
out of divers intricate receipts ere tliey reached the treasury. 
The scheme of Vauban was set aside ; and paper money now 
made its appearance in France for the first time. 

The allies had beaten Louis on the east and on the north. 
They now turned their attention towards the south. The cap- 
ture of Barcelona, and the retention of it, through the aid of 
an English fleet, encouraged an attack on some of the French 
gea-ports. I^ince Eugene, therefore, Ireed of his enemies by 
the victory of Turin, invaded Provence, and laid siege to 
Toulon. The attempt was not more successful than the simi- 
lar one made by Cliarles V. ; and Louis had the satisfaction 
of seeing this first plan of invasion fail. The same year, 1707, 
1. more signal advantage was gained by the victory of Alnrnn- 
za, won over the archduke's forces by the duke of Berwick. 
It replaced Philip on his throne. 

Despite his distresses, Louis was not inactive. He fitted 
>ut an expedition for the pretender to Scotland, which foiled- 
Funds were wanting to supply the armies. Desmarest, who 
had succeeded Chamillart, told the monarch that it was im- 
possible to obtain money, except from Samuel Bernard the 
tanker, who was deaf to all a minister's solicitations. Louis 
!)aw Bernard, asked him to Marly, and showed him the won- 
ders of the place with a condescension that roade the courtiers 
•tare. Bernard was so set beside himself by the honor, that 
ne declared he would rather see himself ruined than the em- 
pire of so gracious a monarch in want ; and the loan was 
instantly efficted. 

Villars, commanded with his usual activity and success on 
the Rhine in 1708, whilst the duke of Burgundy, grandson to 
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Louis, aidid by Vendome, commaaded againat Mailborough 
itt Flanders. The allies had not troops sufficient to garrison 
the niimerous towns which they had talten in Flanders, and 
which were far more inclined to French rule than to the 
Dutch and English. Ghent and Broges were, owing to these 
causes, surpri^. Emboldened by success, the French pushed 

cross the Scheldt towards Brussels with rather uncertain itt« 
tentions. Hearing that Marlborough was approaching, they 

otired, and invested Oudenarde, wnich intercepted toe pas- 
sage on the Scheldt betwixt the French towns and Ghent. 
They hoped to take it ere Marlborough could arrive. But that 
general making forced marches, the French at his approach 
decamped &om before Oudenarde to retire to Ghent. The 
duke reached them on their retreat, and a partial action took 
place, inwhich the French were routed, and driven, with 
great loss, back to Ghent. The dukes of Vend6me and Bur- 
gundy had a serious difference and ijuanel on Uie field. Never 
was Uie known verse — 

mote fully exemplified; for whilst the commanders were 
squabbling, their army was beaten. The prince E^^ne then 
invested Ijlle, a bulwark not yet reduced. The IVeuch of 
that day, and since, exclaim againM; the enterprise as contra^ 
ly to all the rules of war. They cannot conceive it possible 
that Marlborough and Eugene counted upon th^indoience of 
Vendfime, rtie inexperience of the young duke of Burgundy, 
and the little harmony betwixt Ihem. Despite of military 
critics, Lille surrendered; with it fell Ghent and Bruges; and 
with the exception of one or two towns, the frontier of France 
lay completely open. 

The year 17(fe commenced by one of the most rigorous 
winters ever known. The strongest elixirs, Hungary water 
for example, the Eau de Cologne of that day, froze, and broke 
the bottles in which it was kept, though in the wannest rooms 
of the palace. PVom this a judgment may be formed of its 
effects on vegetation. All fruit trees perished, olives and 
vines. The sown com was destroyed. The tokens were cer- 
tain of a general famine. The popuhice began to clamor 
under present sufferings, and with the pnepects of still great- 
er. Seeing the disastrous and disturbed state of the popula- 
tion, the parliament thought proper to assemble in the great 
chamber, to consider of toe state of things It was proposed 
to appoint deputies to visit the provinces, buy corn, aJid watch 
over the public peace. It was a bold attempt under Louit 
XIV., whose eholer was extreme on the occasion. He repri- 
manded the parliament, and ti>ld them that they had as little 
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to So with com as with taxation. The magistrates obejed, 
and were silent 

In Buch a state of threatened liimine, aggravated by the 
oppression of war, commerce remained at a stand : money 
was no longer forthcoming. Bernard, the great banker, be- 
came a ban&upt Even the insufficient revenue could not be 
collected ; and an adulteration of the coin was had recourse 
to as the only expedient Louis dispatched the president 
Rouille to Holland to sue for peace ; and soon after the mar- 
quis de Torcy, minister, he might be called, of foreign affaiis.. 
was sent on the same humiliating- errand. The states of Hol- 
land, or their agents, here repaid the French king all his past 
insults and pride. His envoys and his offers were slighted, 
yet these last were sufficiently ample. Louia consented to 
abandon his grandson the king of Spain, reserving fer him 
merely Naples, The states refused even Naples. Torcy 
offered them towns to form a barrier in the Netherlands. Id 
this nothing less than Lille and Toumay would content them. 
They demanded Strasburg and Landau, tantamount to Alsace, 
and the demolition of Dunkirk. Louis consented to demolish 
the pori; of Dunkirk, as also the ftrtiflcations of Strasburg, 
In short, the demands of the allies went not only to reduce 
France to what it was at the accession of Louis, hot prince 
Hugene pretended to keep possession of his conquests hi Dau- 
phuie. Moreover, the allies insisted not only upon the French 
kmg's abandoning his grandson, but upiHi his aiding to de- 
throne him. "If 1 am to continue warring," replied Louis, 
" I had rather fight my enemies than my children." 

The negotiatmns were thus broken offi The monarch 
gained much by them. He showed his sincere desare for 
peace ; and now making known, in a printed appeal to his 
subjects, the terms that he had offered, and tliat had been 
rejected, the national feelmg was roused to indignation. The 
rich sent their phite to the mint the king and royal fimily 
not excepted ; the poor hurried to the armies ; and Louis was 
in a condition to fece liis inveterate foes. The obduracy of 
Marlborough, of prince Eugene, and of the Dutch, was cer- 
tainly impolitic ; fiir Spain might in one campaign have been 
reduced, the French remainmg neutral. ^France, herself, 
offered to make every Sir concession ; and the commanders, 
n refusing, might well incur the reproach of being actuated 
by selfish views, if the state of distress in France had no* 
warranted any hopes or pretensions on their part A great 
portion of the court of Versailles itself were for abandoning 
Philip v., and withdrawing the troops from Spain ; a measure 
which did take place in part, owing, however, to a quarrel 
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betwixt inadfime de Maintenou and the princesa de Ursins. 
An inundation of the Loire came to complete the havoc that 
the winter had caused. The hand of Providence seemed to 
accumulate woes. A scurvy in the crowded hospitals of Paru 
took the appearance of a plague. "In short," writes De 
Maintenon, in a melanclioly letter to Villars, "God has 
brought us to that lowest point of ruin, from which it may be 
hoped he will retrieve us by a sudden turn." The pious hope 
of the wife of Louis did not go altogether unfulfilled. 

Meantime the allies had entered the field, well supplied 
from the copious magazines of Holland. The Prencfi army, 
in a. state of starvation and nudity, opposed them, " Send us 
bread, for heaven's sake!" wrote their commander to the 
minister; "send us bread; we will do without waistcoats or 
ihirts." This commander was the mareschal Villars. lie was 
indignant at the arrogance of the confederates, and the de- 
spondency of the court ; it was he who roused the drooping 
spirits of Louis and of his ministers, and who alone preserved 
a cimfidence in the French soldiery and in the fate of arms. 
Villars appears to be one of the truest and finest specimens 
of the French soldier: he was ardent, bold, and valiant; quali- 
ties which he enfianced by an air and habit of boasting. Full 
of resources, he never lost confidence in himself; firmly 
believing that neither Marlborough nor any general could 
contend with him. With this he was blunt and rude ; could 
not brook to bo commanded ; too independent to be a courtier ; 
all ministers hated liim ; and the butterflies of the court joined 
them. " I am gomg to fight your enemies," said he to the 
monarch, as he was departing for a campaign; "I leave you 

The duke' of Marlborough and prince Eugene had taken 
Tournay, and now menaced Mens. Villars advanced by the 
road from Valenciennes to succor it, and posted himself to the 
right of the road, in an interval betwixt two woods, near 
AbJplaquet £y advancing he might have routed prince 
Eugene, who was at first mferior in numbers; but Marlbo- 
rough coming up, the two generals determined to attack Vil- 
lars, who, on his side anxious to measure himself with them 
and secure an advantage, had covered his strong position by 
intrenchmenls and abatis, or trees felled and thrown with 
fheir branches toward the enemy. The envoys of the Dutch 
states dissuaded Marlborough from fighting; and they were 
right Mons was in the rear of the dlied army, and Villars 
was in no condition to disturb its siege, without at least quit- 
ting his intrenchments. Marlborough, however, accustomed 
to conquer, somewhat undervalued his enemies, and resolved 
on the attack. 
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The battle of Malplaquet was fought on tJie 11th of Septem- 
ber. Each wing of the French was in a wood, covered, and 
intrenched, whilst the centre, occupying the interval, had 
taken ecarcely less care to cover itself. Opposite the French 
centre, however, was a farm and a little wood, which prince 
Eugene occupied, and filled with trooj^ tliat did not appear. 
The action began on the wings, Marlborough charg-ing VH- 
loTB, and driving him back alter a struggle. To support hiiu- 
BclC Villars drew reinforcements from tlie centre, and waa 
making tresh head against the EngSieh, when a ball struck his 
knee, and incapacitated him from commanding. Prince Eu- 
gene, watching his oi>poitunity, seized the moment that Vil- 
lars had weakened his centre, and, leading his inRuitry from 
the farm and wood, rushed rai the centre, and broke il, carry- 
ing their intrenchments. This was victory. In the mean 
time, the Dutch attack on tJie otlier wing, where Boufflers 
commanded, was defeated. Despite the valor of the young 
prince of Orange, he could not eatabliah himself in the wood, 
or within the mtrenchment; and he waa driven back. But 
the success of Boufflers was to no purpose. The French left 
and cenize were broken; and all that its victorious right 
could accomplish was to cover the retreat, and prevent Mal- 
plaquet from being converted into the same rout as RamUlies. 
The allies lost a prodigious number of men in the attack of 
the woods and intrenSiments. The number of French slain 
was much less. Villars, in consequence, was as proud as if 
he had gained the battle. " If God should grant us another 
such defeat, our enemies would be destroy^," wrote he to 
Louis. He afterwards boasted that but for his wound he 
would have won the victory; Voltaire, who. waa present, 
remarks, that few believed the boast Mona surrendered 
unmediately. This was the last victory of Marlborough. In 
tlie next campaign, indeed, he showed his decided military 
superiority to Villars, by breaking through lines that the 
mareschal had declared unpregnable, and this without losmg 
a man. But wiiilat France, with the languor of an exhausted 
but still, valiant combatant, waa wardmg off these blows, 
which the Dutch, in their anxiety for capturing towns and 
forming a barrier, prevented from being straightforward and 
vital, fortune w«3 pleased to prostrate Marlborough, and 
rescue Louis from ruin by the means of a canting clergyman 
and an obscure woman, who rose to court favor. Sachevere. 
ahd Mrs. Maaham effected what all the warriors and slates- 
men of Versailles despaired to do. Marlborough was over- 
thrown, and with him England's inveteracy and force. 

Previo'is to affiiirs taking this unexpected turn, the situa- 
II.— y 
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tion of Louis was desperate. Agnin he sent envoys to sue ftrt 
peace, and they were treated with tho same contempt. Sym- 
pathy is here excited for the monarch, struggling bravei]? not 
for his conquests, but for hia crown and country. Louis on 
this occasion showed a spirit tliat more entitled 1 im to *he 
name of Great, than all his early triumphs. What were his 
intentions, in case of the war's continuing, and of Marl- 
borough's invading France 3 He has himself recorded them in 
a lett«r to Villars : " 1 reckoned," swd he, "on going to Pe- 
ronne or St Quentm, gathering there every disoosable troop, 
wherewith to make a last etfirt with yOu, that we laight 
perish together; for never couJd I remain a witness d" ■the 
enemy's approaching my capital," This, indeed, breathes the 
pride of Louis XIV., but at iJie same tune his magnanimity 
and heroism. The battle of Villa-Vi^osa, gained by the 
French over the Austrian party in Spain, revived his hopes ; 
the dissrace of Marlborough, and the blunted hostilities of 
Endonfl, restored him to security and confidence. 

Whilst the clouds in the political sky were thus clearing up 
for Louis, a mass of private misforttme, aimost nneiiampled, 
fell upon him. His pride had been brought low. He was noi* 
stricken in his nearest affections; his only son, the dauphin 
died of the small-pox. The son of this prince became, in 
consequence, heir-apparent to the crown. The greatest hopes 
were entertained of this youth. He had been the pupil ot 
Fenelon. Though most violent and extreme hataraHy m his 
jrassionsandtemper, a sense of religion had worked areforma 
tion in him, and he became forbeanng, pious, just. His reign 
promised to be a golden one for France. Such was the young 
duke of Burgundy. His duchess was of a character as rare. 
With the most buoyant spirits and the aptest wit, she was the 
delight of her royal grandfiither, who could not tajte » journey 
without her; and with him she took all kinds of liberties. It 
was she who remarked, on hearing him speak of the triumphs 
of queen Anne's reign, that " queens reigned more prosper- 
ously than kings ; because under a queen men governed, and 
women under a kbg." This prmce and princess were both 
carried off suddenly by some unknown disease ; possibly by 
the small-pox, which was then universally prevalent and fttaJ: 
but none of the external marks of that mflady appeared on 
them. The title of dauphin fell, within a very short time, 
upon a third head ; and it too was carried to the grave. Tl^e 
second child of the late duke of Burgundy was then at nurse, 
and about two years old. The same malady seized it ; and it 
was saved, probably, by its superintendent, who would not 
permit either bleedmg or emetic to be employed, — the fevorite 
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reraodies of the time ibr evf.ry ailment. This iiifknt Jived, 
and became soon after Louis XV. 

Popular belief could not assign so many deaths of such im- 
portant personages to the cause of nature or disease. They 
were attributed to poison ; and the physicians, either through 
alarm and ignorance, or to excuse their want of skill, corrobo- 
rated, all fiave one blunt mMt, the same opinion. Who could 
be guilty of such crimes 1 was the next question. And this 
unanswered, suggested, Who could profit by them 1 All eyes 
turned towards the duke of Orleans, nephew of Louis. His 
life was profligate, his character reckless, and his pride seemed 
to 1)0 to brave public opinion. The king, with his wonted 
jealousy, had hept the prince from all high or martial employ, 
except on one or two occasions. In Italy he had shown 
courage. In Spain, contemning the dullness of Philip V., who 
at that time had meditated retiring to the Indies^ he had 
intrigued, it was averred, to take his place. This put him in 
disgrace at court Even his studies gave handle to calumny. 
Chemistry was what he most delightSl in, and in this pursuit 
he was said to he actuated by an unholy curiosity to r^d and 
influence his future destinies. Of a sarcaaljc spirit, that 
despised and mocked humanity, the duke perhaps encourage 
these opinions of him in order t« cater to his own amusement. 
The cry of suspicion was now serious. The court entertained 
it The people clamored about the Palais Royal, and were 
only prevented by the police from breaking in and tearing the 
pitisnaer in pieces. To such accusers ^e duke scorned to 
justify himself. He sought however an interview with the 
■king, who, worn with sorrow and tormented with suspicion, 
granted it Orleans demanded to be sent to the Bastile, con- 
fronted with witnesses, and tried. Louis for answer could but 
shrug his shoulders. The monarch's mind was paralyzed with 
his misfortune. The duke's teacher of chemistry was arrested; 
and there the matter ended. Posterity seems to have acquit- 
ted Orleans of the crime; but his contemporaries, more credu- 
lous, were fer from resigning themselves to the same opinion. 
Some indeed accused the bouse of Austria; and the absurdity 
of this supposition, upheld by many creditable persons, hss the 
effect of invalidating the oUier. But none at that time ^led 
to doubt the agency of poison. 

Conferences for peace had opened at Utrecht in the com- 
mencement of 1712. It was no longer Marlborough, but the 
duke of Ormond, who now commanded in Flanders. He con- 
cluded a suspensbn of hostilities with the French ; and Villare, 
delivered from Ihe English, undertook to strike a blow against 
the prmce Eugene. *rhat commander besieged Landreeieti 
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communicating with his magazines through the intrenched 
camp of Denain. Villara, preteniling to assault the besieging 
anny round Londrecies, niade a side march suddenly, Imike 



cried tor fascines to fill up the ditch. " Eugene will not allow 
you time," cried Villats, "the bodies of the first slain must b 
our iaacineB." They advanced, Btormed the camp, which wa 
commanded by lord Albemarle, a Dutch general, and curried 
it ere the prince could arrive. This gallant action rtmaed the 
spirits and fertunes of the French, and gave weight to their 
effiirta at Utrecht By tJieir own writers Denain is almost 
swelled into comparison with Hamillies ; its success is mM to 
httve saved the kmgd™n. The defection of the English, under 
their tray minister, from the grand alliance, was, however, Ihe 
true and only cause of their safety. Without it Villars could 
not have won the day of Denain, nor Louis made peace at 
Utrecht on aay terms less than the abandonment of the crown 
of Spain by the house of Bourbon. 

In April, 1713, the plenipotentiaries of France signed the 
treaties of Utrecht wiUi England, Holland, and Savoy. The 
ftirmer country was gratified by the dem9lition of the port of 
Dunkirk, the cession of Gibraltar and Minorca, together witli 
Newfoundland, Hudson's Bay, and the island of St. Christo- 
pher's. Spidn remained to Philip V. on his renouncing for 
ever all right of succession to the crown of France. The 
English ministry endeavored to render this unwelcome part 
of the treaty palatable to the parliament by a number of 
advantages stipulated .in favor of British commerce, which, 
however, as savoring of free trade, and inimical to the con- 
nexion with Portugal, foiled of bemg well received. The 
duke of Savoy, in (wdilion to his paternal dominions already 
recovered by him, had Sicily thrown into his lot. 

The trea^with Holhuid was'but provisional till the follow- 
ing year. The emperor held out and refused to accept the 
ample concessicms secured to him in exchange for the crown 
of Spain. But the brilliant campaign of marshal Villars on 
the Rhine soon made Austria recede from its warlike tone 
and the treaty of Radstadt came in 1714 to complete that of 
Utrecht, The Rhine was here acknowledged the frontier 
line on the side of Alsace. The elector of Bavaria was 
restored to his dominions. The emperor, in lieu of Spain, 
received iVaples, Milan, and Sardinia, t<^ther with Spanish 
Flanders, in which however the DutiA. retained the right of 
garrisoning the prmcipel towns, fonning, as it was call^, the 
narrier against France. Naraur, Toumay, Menin, and Yprei 
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were amtmgat these. LiJle and French Flanders remained lo 
Louis. He retained this impoitaiit conquest, as well as 
Alsace; advantages which the triumphs of Villars materially 
tended to ffain. The title of the king of Pniseia was acknow- 
ledged, and a certain accfssion of lerritory procured to him. 
The Protestant succession to the throne ca England was also 
uarantied by France. It is remarked as singular that a treaty 
ontaining liiis clause, so iatal to the Stuarts, should hava 
been negotiated and signed by the cardinal de Polignac, who 
had received his hat under the nomination of the pretender. 

One of the principal difficulties of the treaty was to procure 
from the kings of France and Spain a valid renunciation of 
their mutual rights to either crown, so as Ui obviate the pos- 
sibility of their being united upon one head. The verbal re- 
nunciation, or even the oath of tlie monarch, ftas found insufii 
cient, and not without reason, seeing how lightly the declara- 
tion of Louis XIV. on his marriage had been set aside. The 
English required the guarantee of a national assembly cor- 
responding to their parliament, that in short of (lie states- 
general Louis was, however, more indignant and hurt at 
thi? suggestion than at the most arrogant demands of the 
allies. He represented the nullity of the states, and his own 
omnipotence. "L'Hat, c'est moi, (the state, 'tis I myself,) 
argued he. Still his sovereign word was not sufficient. Dif- 
ferent modes were su^estod. St. Simon advised to call an 
assembly of dukes to fffix their signatures. Others proposed 
the entile peerage : but Louis was as jealous of noble as ple- 
beian, and could not tolerate the arislocracy except in the garb 
and in the submissive office of a courtier. All the guarantee 
he would give was the solemn registry of the renunciation in 
his parliament or assembly of legists; and even to this he 
took care to invito the peers with less than the ordinary form 
and solemnity. 

This was almost the last act of the reign of Louis, in which 
his ruling passion, the establishing rf absolute power, is mani- 
fest. He had been but too successful in this aim. The no- 
bility stood submissive before the throne, the people in silence 
and suKring, iar beneath and beyond its ken. Nevertheless, 
Louis might have observed, that, as nor virtue nor happiness 
is without alloy, so neither is despotism. His met resistance, 
a very slight resistance certainly, and hidden in the minute 
folds of but a few consciences ; still it was resistance, and as 
such angered and fretted and distressed the monarch almost as 
much as rebellion. To eiplain this : — The French king had 
esiablislied the monarchic principle of absolutism. His will 
was law ; and all classes found it impossible to resist politically. 
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In the domain of coDscience alone could a demur be made or 
independence shown. It was eo shown ; and a sect was form- 
ed, of which the fundamental maxim was, that religion and 
teligMjua truth or belief were independent of either royal or 
Dontifical power. This is the true, though never avowed, 
)rinciple of Jsiisenism ; which, though it always put forward 
some other pretest for dispute, nevertheless looked to this oa 
the source and the aim of ita argumenta. Jansenism was t!ie 
only opposition that the ?avernment of Louis XIV. met with, 
and as such he hated and persecuted it. 

The doctrines upheld hy Janeentua were chiefly, that man 
was indebted to grace, and grace only, for well-doing, fot 
pardon, for redemption. The Jesuits, or courtlypart of the 
church, disliked this doctrine as independent. They traced 
the greater portion of divine power as transmitted to the 
head of the church, and through him to each craifessor, 
whom they endowed with full authority over the conscience 
of penitents, to cleanse, to direct, lo forgive. The Janaenists 
said no to all this, and drew up a code of morals which they 
opposed, as fixed, and deduced from reason and the scriptures, 
to the arbitrary and tdlen absurd as well as impious maxims 
of the Jesuits. It was here that the former had the advan- 
tage ; it was on this theme that Pascal triumphed. Jansenism, 
to which every independent mind rallied, &om madame de 
LongueviUe the insurrectionist of the Fronde, to the pious 
Fenelon and the aristocratic St Simon, waa still more opposed 
to ultra-mcoitanism and the pope's universal power than even 
to that of the king. In the affiir of the regale, or right Of 
the crown to appoint to inferior benefices during the vacancy 
of the see, they declared for the king against the pontifH The 
privileges of the Galilean church were above all thmgs dear 
to them ; but afterwards, when the Jesuits had got complete 



nel, the Janaenists withstood pope and monarch, and refiised 
to acknowledge the hull; saving themselves, however, from 
the accusation of heresy, by arguing that the pope, infallible 
as to faith, might err as to matters of fact, — an ingenious 
mode of avMdmg the open schism of Protestantism. The 
archbishop of Paris, Noailles, was the chief opponent to the 
king and the Jesuits in this matter ; and he was ably support- 
ed by D'Agui;sseau. The details of this quarrel and the his- 
tory of the famous bull Unigenitits would fill an ample chap- 
ter. It must suffice here to glance at them, and to mark the 
exertions of a certain portion of the church represented by 
(he Jesuits to share the monarch's despotic power by extend- 
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ing it over the domain of cooscieDce, and at the same time 
4ie counter-effbria of an independent party to resist whero 
"esistance was alone possiMe, and to preserve eome pailicle 
of at least apiritjial independence, since political and civil 
freedom was no more. 

Louie now began to feci his health seriously decay. Tiie 
bour of his dissolution could not be distant. The future fete 
id" liis ikmily and kingdom occupied his thougits. Of his 
legitimate descendants but one feeble in&nt remained, with 
the exception of the king of Spain, who by his renunciatiwi 
was set aside from inheriting the crown of Prance. The duke 
of Orleans thus filled the pl^e of heir presumptive, and from 
his station aspired to the regency, houis dreaded to trust 
tJie infiint Louis XV. to the keepmg of this prince, who bore 
tie worst of characters. Tiiou^ unconvicted, suspicion still 
rested upon him of having poisoned his relatives. Louis did 
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braggard of crimes. But still the objection in the royal breast 
was not removed. Actuated by these motives, as well as by 
tenderness for the children born to him of madame de Mon- 
tespan, Louis issued a decree, giving to ihe illegitimate 
princes the full rights of (lie legitimate blood, calling the." 
in succession to the throne immediately after the young dau- 
phin. iS^othing marks the extreme submissivenes3 of the 
parliament more thyi their registry of this decree. But this 
obsequiousness was evidently owing to the inutility of dis- 
turbing the last moments of the monarch. Louis completed 
this attempt in fevor of his illegitimate children by a testa^ 
ment which gave to the due du Maine, the eldest of these 
princes, the command of lie household troops and the chief 
power during the minority. 

Having thus by his iaat act endeavored to extend beyond 
tlie grs.ve Uiat despotic will which he had raised above all 
obstacles in life, Louis prepared with piety and firmness for 
his end. A gangrene in his leg was the imtitediate cause 
which threatened the decay of the system. His great-grand- 
son and heir he bade be brought to him to hearken to a few 
words of counsel. The priiKipal advice of the dymg k g to 
his successor was, that he should avoid var m d consult the 
happiness of his subjects by peace : the disasters occasioned 
by tiie wars bung heavy on the confec ence ot Loms. Tha 
monarch lingered long, the crowd of court ers throng ng to 
the palace rf the duke of Orleans in order to worsh p the 
rising sun, for the testament of Louis « as not knoi\n \t 
intervals the king rallied ; and in one ot tl ese that seemed 
like recoviirj, the crowd flocked back to ^ ersa ilea fro the 
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Palais Royai ; but at the moment of death Louis was utterly 
deserted : even mailorae de Maintenon, either unable to bear 
the sight, or 1o consult security, had retired to St. Cyr. On 
the 1st of September, 1715, Louis XIV. breathed his last, 



1 infinite degree those qualities of mind which ail 
tiie world had. A Biniilar judgment might be passed of Louia. 
He hod all common virtues tuid talents in perfection, without 
any of tliose striking and salient attributes which constitute 
the hero, or, m history's eye, the great There are few mor- 
tals to whom a more glorious epitaph might be inscribed : but 
his career was neither of that astounding or interesting class 
which claims and wins apotheosis. 

Yet the grandeur of superiority of character of Louis XIV. 
becomes more evident on a close examination. - One may 
mock the fecility, contrasted with the pride of his early con- 
quests, and with his latter reverses. But to have ruled over 
every mind and every class lliat ever came in contact with 
him, as Louis did, and coming to power when he did, in 
troublous tunes, during which all authority and principle of 
authority were questioned, — this required a spirit whose claim 
by natmp to rule equalled at least has right by birth. During 
his reign the historian has little need or descending to detail 
the lives of minister or mistress, unless indeed, to vary his 
narrative, or fill up the blank annals of despotic power. 
None had material influence upon him. We can trace no 
war, no act of policy or legislation, to fevor or intrigue.* 
Colbert and Liuvois were but instruments in the monarch's 
hand. Desmarest, who was minister in the latter end of the 
reign, was their equal in talents and in probity ; but the dilli- 
cufiies of the time were such as no minister could support, 
and thus Desmarest passes for a blockhead and Louvoia for 
a genius. It was only in the declining days of Louis that we 
begin to trace the effects of influence, and this influence that 
of his confessor. The Jesuits having won the raonareh's ear 
through Pere La Chaise, kept it by an audacious threat That 
priest gave a dyii^ injunction to Louis to choose another 
Jesuit ibr his cWessor, else the order might be tempted to 
strike a blow, in other words, poison him. Louis hearkened 
to this request; perhaps he applauded the audacity of the 
Jesuit principles, which would dare any crime in order to ad- 
vance their fortunes. Letellier succeeded La Cliaise; and 

nol petpenditular. and Louvoia being scolded for it, may be sel aside at Iha 
nwre iMiiplnj of Ihe court. 
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from the moment this dark I'neufius mastered the c 

of Louis, one can indeed mark the Jesuit speaking and acting 

in the monarch's garb. 

Louis XIV. was the most despotic monarch, in proportion 
to tlie civilization of his people, that ever lived. Hia will 
effected this; which proves superiority and strengtii of mind. 
Is he to be censured? Scarcely. He thoug-ht it the best, the 
Mily reiiwdy against anarchy ; and his people, though not so 
confidently, partook at first of the same opinion. The reign, 
in fact, and the despotism of Louis, was an experiment, a 
great experiment, to try if absolute power was compatible 
with modem civilization, and whether it was the natural, the 
durable, the iu^ form of government It fiiiled : and with 
our advanced experience we might now declare, that it 
would and should &il. But it tells strraigly in fevor of liberty 
that the experiment was made; and without that fiiU and 
universal knowledge of its consequences, of the whole pfce- 
nomena in short, with which history presents us, dreamers 
might stil! at this day And a Utopia in unlimited monarchy. 



CHAPTER VL 
1715—1723. 



Is looking back over the reign of Louis XIV., it is impos- 
sible to avoid comparing it to ^t of an Otienttd sovereign. 
We find the same absolute authority producing amilar effects ; 
Jie absence of prosperity, talent,* and even life amongst the 
people ; and amongst the great, rendering ceremonial distinc- 
tions the all-absorbing object of ambition and of thought. 
Several chapters of SL Simon seem to transport us to China, 
or to the capital of the Mogul, where the privi!^^ of wear- 
mg a cap or sitting on a stool is contested with as much fiiry, 
as of old the possession of a fortress or a province. In order, 
however, to reduce France to a state of Oriental ampJicity in 
government, it would have been necessary to destroy heredi- 

» SI. Simon Ibusdesetdbeslte slaleof [IienniiononLoiiiB-ar!e»lh:-TlKre 
nen no Irue perBonnj^os,' Bayj be, " in any kiail or hum. so mueh bad Iltra 
long reign of the vile LurpeaBry," (so he styles the niiiiiilera of Louis,) 
" adroit to govern by ilseir and to lake the ''•"tj'y hi" mjak side, leoilei 
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tary right in Ihe aristocracy, and to check the progress of 
Btudies and of intellect in the mass of iJie nation. Richelieu, 
had he lived to the commencementjaf the eighteenth century, 
might have conceived the former plan ; and that minister's 
unshrinking^ use of the exeoutionec's bx mie^t have aceom- 
pli^ed it, in which case the French monarch, like the Turk 
ish, would have found his authority checked merely by hi 
guards and by the Ulemas, the body of clerks and magistratea 
depositaries of the legal kibits and prejudices of the people. 

But lauis XIV. did not dream of depriving the nomesse of 
their vital prmciple, hereditary right; end, consequently, they 
survived. They were, however, in a most oppressed slate ; 
authority, they had none in the goveniment; they were em- 
ployed m the armies, in which they acquired renown perhaps, 
and grade, but no solid remuneration. From the captain to 
the general, the officers of Louis XIV., instead of amassing 
fortunes irom their pay, universally spent and wasted their 
own. A visit paid by Louis to a camp at Compi^gne aheo- 
lutely ruined the mareschal commanding, although the king 
paid him 10,000 livres towards the expenses. Military ser- 
vice, instead of being a resource to the noblesse, proved a tax 
upon them. Louis made them pay the capitatbn, the royal 
tenth, moreover txx)k their plate ; and, all things cons^ered, 
the nobles, Wiongh exempt from the laille, contributed amply 
towards the expenses of the state in this reign. Those who 
tkltened on the revenue were the ignoble class of contractors 
and financiers. It required tlie nicest and narrowest man- 
agement on Ihe part of the aristocracy to keep up their great 
fortunes ; and this they only eflfected by means of distributing 
their younger sons in Uie church, or in the order of Malta, 
and keeping their daughters " sibyls in the comers of their 
old chateaux." This expression, as well as the feels, is from 
St. Simon, who gives in full the history of several noble fiimi 
lies, such as that of La RochefoucaulL 

No wonder, then, if we find the nobles discontented with 
the despotism of Ltmis XIV., and forming a party towards the 
end of his reign in tacit opposition: in this the magistracy 
Joined, and the more independent portion of the church. Jan- 
senism was the name to which th^ rallied, and which desig- 
nated the anti-court party, most of whom in the mean time 
cared little for predestination or grace, or any of the original 
and distract doctrines of Port RoyaL They were political 
Jatisenista in fact- Their first hopes were placed in the young 
duke of Burgundy, who had avowed sympathy for the degraded 
state of the aristocracy, and who had determined to restoro 
tliem to influence. When this young prince met with an 
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untimely fete, the duke of Orleans became the sole jiror of 
the party. Some of their chiefs, St. Simon himself, was in 
his confidence, and the duke accordingly found himself at 
their head. 

Tlie Jesuits on their part, masters of Louis and of madame 
de Mjunlenon, exerted Uiemselves to thwart the noblesse, and 
to continue the abeolute rule of the sovereign For Ihis pur- 
pose Ihey elevated the due du Maine, son of madame de 
Montespan, in opposition to the duke of Orleans, appointed 
him virtually regent by tha last will of Louis, and tJiroug-h 
him hoped to reign. The good fethers had miscalculated tlieir 
force. On the day after Louta XIV.'s death, the parliament 
assembled to hear his testament read : the duke of Orleans 
addressed them witli confidence and art, stated his rig'hts, and 
his intentiona to avail hunaelfi should he be intrusted with the 
government, of the m^e remonstrances of tlie parliament. 
The will was read, wmch appointed a council of regency, 
sonsistbg of the old niiniaters; and preserved lo Orleans the 
name of president of this council, in which the majority, 
governed by the due du Maine, would completely dominate. 
Moreover, me latter was to have the care of the young king's 
persoa The parliament, without hesilatbn, declared these 
provisions null, broke the testament of I/iuisXIY. ere he waa 
cold in hia coffin, and proclaimed the duke of Orleans regent 
To obviate all suspicion, however, Uie care of the young king 
was lefl to the due du Maine, and to his father's friend the 
mareschal de Villeroy. 

The character of ^e duke of Orleans, given by St. Simon, 
is, perhaps, the meet acutely drawn and speaking portrait that 
ever the pen of writer delineated. His mother applied to him 
the old story of a prince, to wliom every talent was given by 
the genii, until one old feiry, unfortunately forgotten in the 
general invitation, arrived, tUid added to his other talents the 
quality of making use of" none. Conscious of great abilities, 
the young duke had borne with impatience Uiat inactivity to 
which he was condemned by the jealou^ of his royal uncle : 
he turned as a resource to dissipatiun. Louis then forced him 
to marry one of hia illegitimate daughters by Montespan : the 
duke of Orleans felt hunself disgraced by the m^tch ; and 
hatred to hia wife drove hun, with the impulse of revenge 
into debauch. Then the tutor Dubois, who had been given to 
him, was a monster of miquity. Under al! these causes, the 
duke of Orleans became an accomplished profligate. Wo 
have seen the horrid crimes of which he was accused; the 
prince, however, was not capable of murder : he v/ae too indo- 
ent, loo humane for such crimes. His aiTectalion was to 
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tesenible Henry IV,, and he unfortunately copied that monarch 
in his illegitimate descendants, the duke and prior of Ven, 
ddme, whose indolence, gallantry, valor, and voluptuousness, 
were proverbial. Darker and more singular trails are to be 
added to the character of the duke of Orleans: he disbelieved 
all religion, was a deist or atheist . This daring denial of ail 
creeds had sprung up in England from the ateurdity of the 
sectarians naturally producing an opposite extreme. Its seeds 
had blown across the Channel, and were germinating in 
Prance, soon to spread and overshadow the entire land. The 
regent gave an example of it in the highest station. Yet how 
little such opinbns were the product of reason or enlighten- 
ment, is evident from the feet, that with them were coupled 
a belief in sorcery and in the absurdities of divination. Tha 
regent, who had become too refined and intellectual to wor 
ship God, did not disdain to invoke the devil ; and he descended 
into the stone-quarries near Paris for this purpose. Thus de 
the extremes of credulity and incredulity meet in the absurd. 

As a ruler, however, the duke of Orleans had advantages, 
amongst others, that of not having been bom to a throne, 
which, in the present day, is beginnmg to be fully appreciated. 
He had been brought up without an idea of his ever arrivmg 
at power ; " a courtier beaten by storms, and thrown into the 
throng; ; one who had mingled m private life, and known all 
its hociita, and personages, and experience." Obstinacy wa& 
not to be expected from such a character-; which, however, 
on the other hand, had been rendered loo fecils by this buffet- 
ing, joined to. the reckless habits of dissipation. Thus the 
regent was totally without those passions which give consist- 
ency : he could no more hat« than love ; and to make a return 
in either vengeance or gratitude was beyond his power. He 
had no memory for either benefit or injury ; and he was thus 
detested by those whom he forgot^^espised by those whom 
he forgave. 

This latter part of the regent's character was the first thai 
manifested itself on his elevation. Though raised by that 
union of the magistracy and noblesse, who might be called 
political Jansenists, he instantly showed that he would not 
enter into their resentments. Some of them proposed to 
banish the Jesuits from the kingdom ; but this extreme act of 
retaliation was not for a moment entertained. The duke paid 
madame de Maintenon, his former political enemy, a visit of 
condolence at St Cyr, showed her the most respectful atten- 
tions, and secured to her a handsome pension. Even in that 
great modification ofthe system of the government, the substi- 
tution of councils consisting of many merabers, iulieuof sbgl« 
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rainUtcrs, or state secretaries, whidi took place at the request 
and for the gratification of the noblesse, the regent preeerved 
men of all parties; even tiiose supposed the most attached to 
the policy of the late king, such aa the chancellor Voisin, Vil- 
leioy, and Villars. These seven councils, to which the seve- 
ral departments of policy were committed, were imagined in 
order to obviate the despotic power exercised by upstart minis- 
ters, gens de plume et de Tobf, as they were contemptuously 
called, as also to allow to tbe nobles a sphere for acquiring 
experience and exercising influence. D'Aguesseau eat in 
these councils, and represented the magistracy. The dukea 
of SL Simon and of Noailles had as yet the chief influence 
with the regent. 

The first act of the new government was to liberate the 
prisoners confined for Jansenism. They crowded the prisons 
of the Bastile and Vmcennes. Amongst them was D'Arem- 
berg, who had been immured twelve years for favoring the 
escape of Quesnel. The sight of these victuns was enough 
to call forth the popular voice against the Jesuits. Tbe regent, 
though urged to it, would not indulge (hem W persecution. 
He visited them with the severest punishment that can fell on 
a religious sect or party, viz. with toleration and contempt 
The Jesuits in consequence abandoned the field, and fled to 
Spain, where, obtaming the confessorship of Philip V., and 
the support of the minister Alberoni, they continued tiieir 
machinations against the regent of France. 

The most pressing subject of consideration was finance. 
The expenditure, which, in the year 1670, amounted to eighty 
millions of livres, had, in the last years of the war, reachM 
260 millions. Every means were used to meet this enormous 
outlay. The royal tenth on all property, planned by Vauban, 
was laid on in ITlft The capitation was raised. Paper 
money was issued at an enormous discount; Louis giving 
thirty-two millions in paper for eight millions of specie. 
Vanity seemed the national commodity most productive when 
taxed ; and offices of all absurd kinds were created tot sale, 
such aa comptroliers^eneral for piling wood and trying butter, 
and rtyal counsellors inspectors of wigs. Despite of all these 
ways<ind means, Louis left a debt in bills, demanding imme- 
diate payment, that amounted to upwards of TOO millions of 
livres, beades a funded debt, of which the yearly interest was 
ninety-six millions. 

To get rid of this burden, the duke of St, Simon proposed 
a banfiuptcy. This, he said, would fall chiefly on the com- 
mercial tmd moneyed classes of the capital, who were not to 
be feared or pitied. The measure would operate, in his view. 
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not only as a momentary relief but as a Balulary and perma- 
nent warning to the igTioble claases not to lend money to 
strengthen the hands of a minister or a king. This was aris- 
tocratic policy. But then no Etatesman could support the 
odium of such a measure ; conse([uently, he proposed caUihg 
the states-general together, and making them decree it. The 
regent very plainly saw that they would decree no such 
thin^ ; and that they might, at the same time, set about de- 
creemg a regular representatiye government, of whieh an 
example rose so near on the other side of the Channel. Ho 
would not, therefore, hear of the states-general ; and the paiv 
liament, which affected to represent ihe commons in their 
own body, was of the regent's opmion. The hatred of St. 
Simon and the nobles towards the men of commerce and 
finance, the wealthy upstarts of the plebeian class, was never- 
theless amply gratified, A decree was iesued for verifying 
the bills of iJie public creditor: he was examined as to the 
value giiren tor each ; and if his account did not satisfy the 
commission, his bill was cancelled. By this means one half 
of the 700 millions due on bills was rubbed off The denial 
of payment being found so successful, it was resolved to pro- 
ceed fiirther, and attempt not oidy to curtail debts due, but to 
reclaim gains that had been made. The commission chanfred 
its nature and functions into an inquisitive court, or ckavStre 
ordcnte. It summoned before it all people guilty cf having 
lent money to the state, or of having farmed the revenue. 
The greater part of these were flung mto prison, threatened 
with capital punishment, and treated precisely as the poor 
Jews were by the feudal barons of old ; in other words, tor- 
tured till Ifaey redeemed tJiemselves from pain. The regent 
made merry with their woes, and sold his pardon end protec- 
tion. His counsellors followed his example. Even women 
meddled in the traffic, A certain count visited a certain poor 
financier in prison, and ofiered to procure his release for 
300,000 livres. " I am infinitely flattered and obliged, mon- 
sieur le comte," was the reply, "but madame your countess 
has just procured me my liberty for half that sum. You see 
you come too late," Never was the spoliation of a pacha by 
an Oriental sultan more barefaced than this ; and yet it was 
uot the act of an- absolute monarch, but of those very nobles 
who were making an outcry against absolutism. But their 
Saturnalia were now come. They recompensed themselves 
for long submission by oppressing the classes bcneatii them; 
and for the poverty, or rathei for Uie stopping of fresh supplies 
of riches to Ihem in the last reign, by graspmg- pension, and 
place, and gratification, and at the siime time throwing every 
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tax upon the ignoble orders.* The most surprising thing- is, 
that the magistracy joined in these acts, or remained silent as 
to them. They hlot the name of D'Aguesseau. Another 
financial measure of the same epoch, and quite in harmony 
with the rest, was a recoinage, by which one-fifth was sub- 
tracted from the value of each piece. The current money of 
the kingdom may be estimated from the fact, that this opera- 
tion brought in seventy-two millions of livres to the govern- 
In the foreign policy of the kin^om, a still greats change 
took place tiian 4n its internal afiairs. We have seen the old 
rivalry between France and England roused during the latter 
port of Louis XIV.'b reign. It had almost expired in the 
fifteenth century ; and in the two hundred years which suc- 
ceeded, the hoQse of Austria, encompassing France, holding 
n and Flanders, as well as the empire, was what people 
ied to call the natural enemy of that country. Thebianch 
of the family that ruled in Spain was looked on as the most 
inveterate foe, owing, no doubt, to its interference in the 
League ; and during the leign of Henry IV. and Louis XIIL 
it was always towards the Pyrenees that the French looked 
in hostility. The animosily could not even be allayed by 
mutual intermarriages. The events of Lmiis XIV. 's reign 
turned in altogether a different direction the current of na- 
tional rivalry. When that monarch sought to conquer Spanish 
ITandera, the English started up on a principle of self-fffeser- 
vation to prevent his aggrandizement; and the victories with 
which Biey checked and blighted his career, filled Europe 
with amazement and France with despite. Spain, at the same 
time, fell subject to a Bourbon; the emperor, separated irom 
the Rhine and the Alps by ihose second-rate powers that kid 
sprung up in the sixteenth centur)-, was no longer an imminent 
neighbor ; and thus England became, in the eyes of Prance, 
the sole object of those diverse senthnenls with which a great 
nation beholds its rival. 

Her assuming of this position was sudden toa Britain had 
previonsly acted but as an auitliary, and not always a suc- 
cessful auxiliary either : the part ^e played was secondary : 
but now she took the lead. Her armies were those of a great 
empire ; and Marlborough's glory filled Europe with a splen- 
dor more daasling, because unexpected. England became (he 
mode, the cynosure; and, on a closer examination, showed 
perfectiMis that equrily startled the inhabitant of the con- 
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tinent Her constitution, her. liberties, her senatorial elo- 
quenc". tlic boldness and independence of the national char- 
acter, wero qualities hitherto vaeuely heard of, but now seen 
and studied. Montesquieu and Voltaire both visited London 
at this time ; and such voyagers were alone sufficient to con- 
vert an unknown into a known and admired region. The 
man of tlie continent, the Frenchman, hitherto confined to his 
own classic and elegant models in literature, and not dream- 
ing of finding in this department any rival near his tiirone, 
stumbled upon our more original and robust, yet scarcely less 
refined writers ; and his amazement at our- literary genius 
was even still more great. He became lamiliar with the 
names of Locke and Newton, and with their discoveries. 
Such glories as these in intellect, united with the more popu- 
lar ones of Marlborough in the battle-field, might well com- 
mand the admiratbn and captivate tlio afiectioos of a stranger 
nation. It did so: France, conscious of her own grandeur 
and eminence, was above all mean jealousy ; her applause 
was loud and sincere. 

Such a feeling was, however, as may be supposed, not 
unanimous. A considerable portion of the French could not 
forget the days of Blenheim and of Raniillics. They pointed 
' out England and Austria as the true, the natural enemies of 
France; and Spam, at the same time, with a king of the 
Bourbon race, as its natural ally. But the regent was not of 
this (ipinbn. His sentiments were rather those previously de- 
scribed ; which consisted in a generous admiration of Eng- 
land, and esteem for Engli^unen, who, at once aristocraUc 
and enlightened, free in opinion and in life, caught peculiarly 
the predilections of Phihp of Orleans. Lord Stair, the Briti^ 
ambassador, was a &vorite and friend of the regent. This 
able diplomattot had warmly -embraced the party of the politi- 
cal Jansenists in the life of Louis, to whom he was particu- 
larly odious; and the regent was thus grateful to him. He 
gained Dubois also, a cimrchmaa, who, from tutor to the duke, 
was rising daily in the scale of confidence to reach the place 
of minister: and thus a perfect understuiding and amity was 
established between the governments of Bngknd and France. 

The previous jealousies of the duke cf Orleans and Philip V. 
of Spain contributed materially to produce this estrangement 
between the countries which they governed. The duke had 
of old aspired to reign in Spain ; the king now pretended to 
have the best right to the French regency, as also to succeed 
to Louis XV., despite past renunciations, should that infant 
monarch die. Alberoni it was, who suggested these views to 
Philip; and kept them alive in his breast This minister, like 
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Dubois, was a pereon of the lowest birtli, an Italian, whcan 
the due do Venddme liad placed as secret agent at tile court 
of Spam. He had been inatrumeiital in marrying- Piiilip to 
hia second wife, the princess of Parma; and she, in gratitude, 
used her influence in his IHvor, and he became prime minislAr 
and cardinal. His internal administration was sage; he 
restored order to the finances, and put the kingdom into 
state of vigor, which he soon thought of employing for 'ta ag- 
grandiEemenL The queen of PhJip pressed the minister to 
procure establishments for her children, shut out from the 
crown by the ofispring of the king's first wife. Alberoni pro- 
posed to conquer those provinces in Italy which had been 
severed from Spain hy the war of the succession and the 
treaty of Utrecht He might rationally hope to he seconded 
by iS^nce in such views ; as he inevil^ly would have been, 
had Louis XIV. or hia policy survived. But the amicable 
inclination of France and England had produced a treaty be- 
tween them early in 1717, by which the latter country guamn- 
tied the regent's succession to the throne, in the case of the 
young king's decease ; France, in return, promising to banish 
the pretender and his Jacobite followers. Holland, following 
England, acceded to this hence called Triple Alliance. 

Alberoni, whilst his intentions were mainly bent towards 
regaining some of the lost possessions of Spain in the Medi- 
terranean, kept watch, nevertheless, upon other countries, 
especially on tlie maritime powers, who might interfere to 
thwart him. He had early sought to fonn a close alliance 
with England; but she h^ slighted his advances, and now 
stood united with France in more tiiui tacit enmity to Spam. 
Here, then, the far-stretching policy of AJberoni sought out 
enemies and occupation for England; communicatmg with 
the count de Goerte to unite the great rivals, Charles XII. of 
Sweden and Pefer the Great of Rliasia, in a kind of crusade 
for the purpose of restoring the pretender to the throne of 
Britain. The czar took a journey to Paris, with the view of 
shaking the friendship of the regent for the house of Hanover. 
Alberoni's project was a vast one ; and had it succeeded even 
in ever bo small a part, the north of Europe would have been 
too seriously embroiled to have leisure to interfere in his p!ajis 
of conquest. What these were, soon appeared. A fleet wa 
fitted out in the ports of Spam: its destination, avowedl 
against the Turks, alarmed more than one power in the 
Mediterranean. At length, in July, 1717, it sailed, anipro- 
cee^ed to Sardinia, where it landed an army, that met with 
no <,b3tacle in reducing the island. Notwithstanding this, 
and his intrigues with Sweden, Alberoni sought to impose on 
II.— 10 
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England and Holland, and endeavored to purchase the neu- 
trality of both countries. England, aware of the meditated 
league, and afraid of the czar, hesitated to declare against 
Spain, and continued n-sgotialing to restore peace between 
Ihat country and the enperor, ftaiice imitating- her policy. 
The number of intrigues and counler-intriguea throughout 
Europe at this moment render its diplomatic history a perfect 

In 1718, Alberoni took another stride, and dispatched a 
fleet and army agmnst Sicily, which by the treaty of Utrecht 
had been adjudged to the duie of Savoy. This ftesh act of 
a^Tesiion aroused the powera of the triple alliance. The 
emperor was summoned lo Join in it, in order to put a check 
to the ambition of Spain and of Alberoni ; and fiia accession 
converted the triple into the quadruple alliance. A British 
fleet under admiral Byng sailed to the Mediterranean. As Uie 
Spaniard refused to desist in his attempt on Sicily, B^g at- 
tacked his fleet, which was taken and destroyed, whilst an 
Austrian force passed into Sicily to contest with the Spanish 
army the possession of that island. 

The regent during these events approved of the policy of 
Elngland, and supported her menaces agauist Spain. Albe- 
roni's resentment in consequence against both countries was 
at the highest. England he resolved to punish by aflbrding 
aid to thq pretender ; whilst to be avenged of France, and to 
overthrow its rulers, the cardinal had already, to use his own 
espression, undermined the regent's seat of power. His plan 
to effect this was by leaguing with the court-party attache! lo 
Louis XIV. 's memory and policy, and to the due du Maine. 
Phis prince, destined by the late king to exercise (he office 
of regent, kid been set aside in the first days of the new 
reign. His enemies had followed up the How by repealing 
the edict which called the illegitimate princes lo the throne 
in preference to the collaterd blood of Orleans. This was 
but JusL The dukes at the same time reclaimed their ancient 
precedence over the bastard princes, of which they had been 
deprived. These indignities naturally exasperated the due du 
.Maine, but still more his duchess, a daughter of the house of 
Conde, and endowed with those bright parts and that supe- 
rior intellect so enhancing to woman's pride. The memoirs 
of De Staal represent her abed, surrounded by musty volumes, 
in which she and her attendants were employed in searching 
out (Hithorities to the honor of illegitimacy. She enlist^ 
men of letters to aid her in a dispute which reason was little 
likely to decide. The party contained many of the noblesse, 
amongst whom are found the names of Montmorency, Riche- 
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ieu, and Chatillon. The parliament were also, won over 
That body was irritated and alarmed by the succesafbl scheme 
if Law, a Scottish financier, who had established under the 
regent's protection a royal bank in Paris, connected and sup- 
ported by other commercial plans, which threatened to render 
the Bovereign completely independent b the important matter 
of finance. Religious differences, the Jesuits beginning al- 
ready to stir, came to bleniwith this medley of interests . 
and, in tine, a strong party was forming against the regent, in 
the capital, the court, and the parliament, which Alberoni's 
emissaries kept alive till the hour had arrived for its breaking 
Ibrth. Their first plan was to demand the assembling of the 
Htate»general, in which they hoped to see the regent stripped 
of his power. But a public request bemg made for this pur- 
pose, those who signed it were sent to the Bastile. The duke 
of Orleans asserted his authority boldly. He pronounced in 
council on the disputes of precedency, as Louis XIV. might 
have done. The chancellor d'Aguesseau was sent into exile 
for adhering to the judicial body in their condemnation of 
Law ; and the young king was made to hold a bed of justice 
in the Louvre, to which the parliament was summoned, and 
compelled to register not only the degradation of the due du 
Maine, but a condemnation of themselves in the a&ir of 
Law, declaring that they had no right to d^uss aAirs of 
state. The popular voice was at the moment in feror of Law 
and his scheme, from which every one promised himself im- 
mense riches ; and the parliament imprudently put itself in 
opposition to the court on a point whjch deprived it of the 
support of the people. Three of its members, who resisted, 
were imprisoned Iw order of the regent Thus the attempt 
to renew the trouhleB of the fVonrfe was frustrated, and Du- 
bois and the duke of Orleans succeeded by the very same 
means and display of authority that had toiled Anne of Aus- 
tria and JVf azarin. 

The duchess of Maine and the nobles in her confidence, 
though mortified by this defeat, did not despair. Alberoni 
supported them. They stirred the.pul Jic muid with writings. 
They counterfeited a demand on the part of the parliament 
for the states-general, which the parliament, Jiowever discon- 
tented, was by no means disposed to make. A proclamation 
appeared, counterfeit also, in the name of the king of Spain, 
making the same demand. But Law's scheme occupied every 
mouth and every mind, and it was found impossible to excite 
popular tumult or discontent. The intrigues, however, con- 
tinued ; when by chance some papers relative to the con- 
ipiracy were purloined from the agent of Cellamare, tht 
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Spanish anjbassador. The agent was arrested, and iiirther 
documents found, plainly proving a plot for raising insurrec- 
tion, especially in the province m Britany, for compelling the 
assembling of the etales, and overturning the regent On 
these flagrant prooft, the duke and duchess du Maine were 
both seized and imprisoned, and with them their principal 
adherents. Amongst these was the young duke of Richelieu 
filmed aflsrwards for his gallaniry. The regent had now hii 
(aiemies completely in his power. Louis XIII. or Richelieu 
would have sent them to the scaffold. The duke of Orleans 
punidirf only those Breton conspirators who were taken with 
arms in tlieir hands : the rest, sAei publishing the proofe of 
their treaaoij, he released after a certain term of confinement. 
The duke andducbessof Maine were restored to their prince- 
ly mansion at Sijeaux, where the former sunk to insignifi 
cance : the duchesa soothing her wounded pride by the cultj- 
vation and patronage of letters. 

The regent, having thus shown a magnanimous clemency 
that somewhat redeemed his vices, declared war against 
Spain, and resolved to punish Alberoni. The mareschal de 
Berwick took the command, crossed the Pyrenees, and re- 
duced Fontaiabia and Urgel ; whilst the imperialists, aided 
by the Englisli fleets, pressed the Spanish army in Sicily, and 
at length compelled it to surrender. Philip V. was thus 
obliged to submit to the dictation of the quadruple alliance. 
Peace was concluded in Januaiy, 1720, by which Sicily was 
abandoned to the emperor, Sardmia being given in exchange 
to the duke of Savoy. Philip was indulged with a promise 
of Tuscany and Parma for his son by his present ijueen, in 
case the reignbg duke of that country should leave no heirs. 
The emperor acknowledged the king of Spain, who in turn 
reco^iized the rights of uie regent to the crown of France 
superior to his own. Alberoni s disgrace was at the same 
time stipulated : he was banished from Spain, and traversed 
France on his way tji retirement in Italy, — a proof that ho 
considered the duke of Orleans ahove any unworthy act of 
vengeance. 

The regent, victorious over foreign and domestic foes, had 
every reason to be pleased with fortune. He might have even 
adduced it as a proof how little the profligacy of his private 
life marred his public prosperity. The royal bank had taken 
away the burden of the debt and the difficulty of the finances ; 
the duke might have believed in the promises of the fiiries 
at hisbuth; and Ijaw might have aptly figured as one of their 
agents. The bank, which this Scotsman first proposed, wai 
to have a capital of 6,000,000 of livres, to be paid by tht 
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acceptors of shares, half in money, and lialf in „ „... 

bills; the half in money was sufficient to carry on the bonk 
A considerable share of government paper was thus absorbed, 
to the delight and relief of the regent, who immediately 
urged Law to do the same by it all. liw promised that ho 
would, and he did so; increasing, however, the credit of his 
bank, by procuring fcr it the monopoly of commerce to the 
Mississippi, to China, and to Senegal. The name of these 
mighty and mystical regions. El DoradDS in the eyes of the 
Parisians, gave them promises of gigantic profits; and Law's 
paper was accordingly sought for with such zeaL that all the 
efforts of the police were required to prevent the crowd of 
buyers from sufGxating each other in the me Qumcampoiy. 
The bubble was soon blown to bursting : the orimnal 6,000,000 
ofpaper had been extended to 3,000,000,000. The bills began 
to depreciate, and the downward rush was as precipitate 83 
the uprise. Government did ail that madness could suggest 
to check the fell : first, the common remedy of a premium on 
paper; tiien it forbade individuals to keep coin of any descrip- 
tion, making domiciliary visits to enforce the order. A decree 
at length reduced the shares of the bank to half their value. 
The parliament at length interfered, when the public ruin 
was completed, and when the government saw its feiry fid)cic 
of riches vanish before its eyes. The liquidation, with which 
the unfortunate scheme dosed, increased the national debt by 
nearly one halC As for Law, its author, he conlriveil to 
escape to Venice, poor from the wreck of so much wealth. 
He had purchased some of the first estates ip the kingdom, 
and had been in treaty for that of Rosny : they were of course 
confiscated. 

What threatened to be most serious in law's ruin was the 
manner in which the parliament declared itselfi and raised its 
-head after the humiliation of the bed of justice. That adven- 
turer is said to have advised the. regent to pay ofl^ the parlia- 
ment, give to each member the price of his [fiace in the bank 
bills— then an inexhaustible fimd — and thus rid the slate of a 
troublesome body. He put this plan in practice with respec 
to the parliament of Britany. Hence came their opposition 
to him. But the parliament was no longer in the days of the 
Fronde; even a stranger could crush it Law, then super- 
intendent of the tjnances, and minister, procured the exile of 
tiie whole body to Pontoise ; they obeyed without a murmur, 
^e people sliowing no sympathy for their distress. 

The regent proved ungrateful to all those interests that had 
raised him to power, and rendered him triumpliant over the 
will of Louis XIV. The noblesse had been at first gratified 
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cilE, but these hod been 
iiibois superseded them 
as secretary of state. The parliament, flattered with the 
hope of being indulged in the right of remonstrance, was 
af^rwards silenced and exiled. The Jansenists, religious and 
political, were treated still more scurvily. The regent allied 
with the Jesuit party, and forced the parliament, as the price 
rf its recall from exile, to register the bull Unigenilvs, the 
great object which all the power of Louis XIV. failed in 
attaining. 

Dubois was tlie canse of these changes. It had been tl^. 
maxim of the last king never to admit an ecclesiastic to coun- 
cil ; "a wise maxim, says SL Simon, as they aim always at 
a cardinal's hat for themselves, rather than the welfare of the 
state. Dubois was of a character so in&mous, that all eccle- 
siastical advancement seemed impossible : nevertheless, when 
the archbishopric of Cambray became vacant, he asked for the 
appointment, in a tone certainly more jocular than serious. 
"Ah!" replied the regent, "should I bestow the archbishop- 
ric on such a scoundrel as thee, where shall we find a prelate 
iscoundrel enough to consecrate thee I " "I have one here," 
quolh Dubois. Knowing that the archbishop of Paris, NoaJUes, 
would refuse, the minister had sought out Rohan, a prelate of 
the Jesuit party, to which he promised to bring hack the &vot 
of the court, if he would consecrate him. Dubois thus became 
archbishop of Cambray. St Simon said that he should blush 
to be present at the consecration; and yet he offered to 
undergo that humiiiaticoi, provided the regent would not dis- 
grace himself by attending. The regent promised, but, pressed 
by a mistress who was in Dubois's intimacy, he went notwith- 
Btanding. The next object of the minister was to replace his 
mitre by a cardinal's hat ; and this he at length obtained from 
the pope, on conditbn that the bull Unigenitus, or tho con- 
slilututn, as it was called, should become the law of the king- 
dom. Duboisprocured this triumph for the Jesuits, and became 
cardmal. Another article of tiie negotiation appeared soon 
after, when a Jesuit confessor was appointed to direct the 
conscience of the young king: and at the same time was 
concluded a double project of marriage between Louis XV. 
and the infimta of Spain, and between the prince, heir to that 
crown, and a daughter of the regent 

Dubois did not long enjoy the dignities that hi^ basenesf 
had earned. Cardinal and minister in 1732, lie expired m 
the following year. When on his bed of death, a curate 
advancfd in haste to administer the sacrament to the dyrag 
man : Dubois repelled him. " What ! administer the viatiriim 
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with so little ceremony as that to a cardinal ; g( , and consult 
us to the necessary forms." Ere the forma could be ascer- 
tained, the cardinal had died, as he had lived, not in the odoi 
of sanctity. In a few months after, the regent was stniclt 
with apoplexy in the apartments of madame de Phalain, his 
mistrcBs, and in the palace of Versailles : she cried for aid, 
but it did not come till the duke was cold. He expired in 
December, 1733, leaving three daughters, all notorious for 
extreme dissoluteness,* and a eon, remarked for his piety and 
narrow intellecL 

" The regent," says the duke of SL Simon, whose incom- 
parable memoirs conclude with this epoch, "was far more 
regretted abroad than at home." The English especially had 
cause to be grateftil to a prince, the first wielding the sove- 
reignty of France, who had sympathized or joined with them 
in amity. The great majority of the French, however, ac- 
cused this policy of selfishness and baseness ; and were indig- 
nant at beliolding their country acting, as it seemed, a part 
subordinate to English views. The duke of Orleans had 
moreover betrayed all parties in the state. The very Jesuits 
were dissa.tisfied at not obtaining complete predominance. 
Tlie parliament felt itself juggled ; although its resentments 
were not so profound, or did not proceed from views so exag- 
gerated as St Simon lends to them. "The parliament," says 
he, " could not console itself for not having changed its simile 
nature as a court of justice into that of the parliament of 
England, holding, however, the house of lords under the 
yoke." The general cause of complaint was the enormous 
increase of price in every atliclo, tirst brought about by the 
depreciation of Law's paper, but which by no means suteided 
to its ancient level as soon as the crisis was past The nobles 
acquired little increase of influence. Pensions certainly were 
heaped upon them ; and not content with their hereditary 
domains, they shared with the sovereign the contributions 
levied on the inferbr classes. But this indefinite and un- 
earned resource proved but a temptation to extravagance and 
to an oblivion of all economy. Habits of expense and luxury 
increased in a tenfold proportion ; and the reign of Louis XV., 
which showered pensions, and aids, and employments, on the 
noblesse, had the effect of impoverishing that order much 
more than Louis XIV. hod done ; who indeed gave them 
naught, but who asked naught of them save obedience. 

This history has been almost silent as to the splendid litem- 

• The (hllnwing aaliiical epitaph was inscribed upon tlio lomb of tlH 
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ture of ihe last reign. Tha.t literature, i.1 fact, was but the 
gilding, tlie ptecioua ornament, of the stately edifice. Its 
tragedies and odes, its satires, sermons, fables, were written 
for the perusal of the audience of court They were not 
born of popular feeling, and neither propagated nor influenced 
opinions deeper than taste. They are the donwn of criticism, 
not of history. With the regency, however, French litera- 
ture, though of a lower grade in genius and perfection, begins 
to assume much m«re impcalance. It waa tlien that the great 
mass of the public, freed of the prestige, the moral ascend- 
ency, of a court which could excite nothing save contempt, 
arrived at the liardihood of having ideas and opinions of its 
own, not only in religious but on political and philosophical 
subjects. Writers began to sow the seeds of thought, no 
longer on the narrow uiclosure of the court and aristocracy, 
but in the open field of the public mind. Books, that had 
hitherto never raised discord, except upon abstruse pouits of 
fiiith, amongst learned doctors, began in tlie regency lo have 
general influence. A libel became a weapon as common and 
as poignant as the sword. The duchess du Maine empJoyed 
men of letters in her husband's cause, and the regent em- 
ployed others, Fontenelle tor example, to draw up his mani- 
festoes. No sooner did men capable of wielding the pen 
become conscious of their fcirce, than they hastened to employ 
it. They were chiefly of the lower and degraded claBs, and 
felt sensibly the heavy oppression that weighed even less on 
personal than upon mental freedom. Not daring to affront 
the immediate instruments of this oppression, writers attacked 
or sapped the principles on wfiich they were supported. Bayle 
had already assailed religion with nis army of doubts and 
questions. The meekly (roward Fenelon had dared, in his 
Tolemaohus, to define and criticise the duties of royalty, 
Voltaire and Montesquieu now followed in the track. The 
former, ridiculing intolerance, found wit so powerful and suc- 
cessful in his hands, that he was carried forwards unfortu- 
nately to attack' religion itself; an attack, however, that must 
have redounded to its triumph, had the national church not 
disgraced its creed by corruption, and betrayed it by igno- 
rance. Montesquieu at the same time carried his inquiries 
into the unexplored regions of political philosophy. He was 
moderate, sage, shrunk from revealing abuses, and often, 
when in his researches he has undermined or discovered the 
weak foundations of monarchic bulwarks, we find him in- 
stantly set lo work to prop the tottering wall. But to coun- 
teract his own exertion was impossible. He excited inquiry ; 
and when the curiosity of man is awake on such points, it 
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must be satisfied b^ exjierience or demonstration. The latter 
is not to be met with in political theory ; and the former ia 
most often to be purchased at no less a price tiian revolution, 
anarchy, and crime. 



CHAP. VIL 

lT2a— 1748. 

fKOX THB XUOKmr OF LOVI3 XV. TO ; 



Whatever were the fiiults or crimes of the regent, he 
had at least acted an honorable part by his royai ward. He 
intrusted young Louis to the care of ViEeroy, the attached 
friend of I/juis XIV., and consequently, the regent's personal 
opponent, if not enemy. For confessor and instructor, Fleury 
was chosen, " because he was neither Jansenist, nor Molinist, 
nor Jesuit" Fleury was one of those mild personages to 
whom extremes are repugnant, and who prefer' the middle 
course in all circumstances. A mere fitting tutor could not 
have been selected to form a monarch's prmciples; but, un- 
fortunately, he communicated to Louis much of the timidity 
and meekness of his own character. Diffidence is the greet 
bane of the privately educated, especially when they are af- 
terwards to mingle with persons not on an equality with 
them. It matters not whether they descend or ascend. Louis 
XV. could no more set himself at his ease in the ctanpany 
of his courtiers, than an upstart could have done in the same 
society. Bashfiilness becomes irresolution in one bom to in- 
fluence and to act : and this apparently venial quality was the 
chief cause of all the crimes and folUes of his reign. 

The young king became sincerely attached to ms kind and 
indulgent tutor, who, on his side, was not blind to the advan- 
tages of such influence. He reiiised an archbishopric, that 
would have removed him from court. On the occasbn of 
a quarrel between Villeroy and cardinal Dubois, the mateschal 
was arrested ; Fleury took Bright, and retired also. The young 
king no sooner missed his tutor, than he gave way to the 
most noisy grief; wept, lamented, and was not to be pacified, 
Fieury was sought out, brought back, and the joy of Louis 
was extreme. . The fiiture influence of the instructor might 
be augured from this: but his meekness, and also his extreme 
age, disarmed all envy. When the death of the duke cf 
Orleans was known, the due de Bourbon, lineal heir of ihe 
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boaae of Conde, and first prince of the blood, aspired to be 
miniBter, The name of the regent was extinct, Louis being 
now of, age. The duke got the patent of prime minister 
drawn up, went with it to the king, and asked him boldly 
for the place. The young monarch looked at Fleury, who 
made a sign of assent, and the duo de Bourbon had the ap- 
pointraenL 

Monsieur le due, as the prime minister was universally 
called, had hitherto distinguished himself by meddling in the 
afiairof Law, and by his inveteracy against Uie due du Maine. 
He was thus a political JansenisL hi the conspiracy stirred 
up by Alberoni against the regent, the Huguenots had par- 
tially joined. The few that still remained in France had 
thought Ihia an opportunity fevorable for rebelling. On the 
fiiilure of the conspiracy, they had remained quiet ; and the 
regent would not break through his principles of toleration to 
punish them. One of the first acts of the doc de Bourbon 
was to display bis zeal ibr orthodoxy ; and, at the same t^me, 
be avenged on the partisans of the due du Maine, by a fulmi- 
nating edict against the Protestanls, renewing ell the barbar- 
ities of the year 1685. England and Holland mterfered, how- 
ever, in behalf of their persecuted brethren, and the edict was 
modified. 

In abandoning the ministry to a competitor, whose rank as 
prince of the blood awed and dazzled him, Fleury had re- 
served himself two privileges : one was the management of 
ecclesiastical affairs; the other, the right of being present 
whenever the duke consulted the king. Bourbon was obliged 
to be contented with his share, which was indeed considera- 
ble. He himself was governed by a mistress, the marquise 
du Prie, daughter of a financier, and an adept in the mystery 
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.__ s of the name of Paris, who had been in favor 

with the regent, and afterwards exUed by him. These were 
h«a finance ministers and counsellors. The marriage of the 
kmg was the most important point to be considered. He was 
betrothed to the infenta then educating at the French court; 
but th'e due de Bourbon had his old political dislike to Spain ; 
and he also proposed, by forming a new marriage, and making 
a queen of his choice, to gain full ascendency over the mind 
of Louis. A menacing illness of the king hastened tliis reso- 
lution. The duke turned his views first towards his sister. 
Madame du Prie dispatehed one of her confidanls to make a 
trial of the sentiments and temper of the prmcess ; but the 
latter, disgusted wi\h the meanness and vulgarity of the me&- 
ienger, showed all tlie pride of a Conde, and refused to entei 
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into either terms or promises. Madame du Prie would there- 
fore no longer hear of this lady, mademoiselle de Verman- 
dois. A daughter of Russia was proposed and rejected. At 
length it was recollected that Stanislaus, the exiled king of 
Poland, had a daughter, who now shared his wanderings and 
misfortunes. A creature, fllUs raised from distress to Sie 
throne of France, could not but be grateful to those who ele- 
vated her. Thus reasoned madame du Prie. Moreover, Maria 
Leczinski was lovely, mild, humhie, pious. Fleury, when he 
'leard the choice, could not disapprove of it. Stanislaus and 
iis daughter could not credit their good fortune. It was con- 
Qrmed, however ; and the daughter of the fugitive king of 
Poland became queen of France. 

Relying on the attachinent of the young queen, the due de 
Bourbon became less scrupulous in his piaiis of administra- 
IJBn. An edict was prepared for a new tax, called a fiftieth, 
but wi.ich, from its arbitrary valuation, was likeiy to prove a 
tenl^;. It was to last twelve years. The nohlesse, who were 
not exempt from this tax, protested. The parliaments of the 
kingdom poured in remonstrances ; and a scarcity of corn 
happening at the same time, raised the popular voice, in 
unison with that of the court ajid judicial body, against the 
minister. At such an unpropitious moment did the due de 
Bourbon think proper to affront Fleury ; wishing to bar him 
of his privilege of being present during the minister's con- 
sultatbns with the king. The duke arranged with Uie queen 
to entice Louis to receive his minister, and consult about pub- 
lic afikirs, in her apartment. The monarch, who did not sus- 
pect any aifront to Fleury, consented ; and the latter, findmg 
himself excluded, look the resolution of leaving Paris, and 
retiring to Issy : he, at the same time, wrote a pathetic and 
meek letter of resignation and iarewell. Louis, on reading 
it, burst into tears, as of old. He dared not at first demand 
the recall of his preceptor ; hut the courtiers insinuating that 
he was now the master, he at leneth spoke the wonj and 
Fleury was recalled. The old ecclesiastic was as timid as 
the monarch ; and neither at first dared to break with the 
due de Bourbon. An opportunity was, however, sought. The 
court, upon inquiry, found the duke extremely unpopular; 
and hence took courage to get rid of him. As Louis was 
departing on a journey to Rambouillet, he begged the duke 
to follow, and to " be sure not to keep sapper waiting." The 
royal carriage drove off; the duke was preparing to follow, 
when an order, written by the monarch, was put into his 
hand, commanding him to retire to Chantilly. Madame du 
Pri.-, who was witii the queen whSn she heard of the duke's 



158 HISTORY uF PRANCt. 173a 

arrest, exhorted that princesa to interfere. But it was too 
late: a letter from Louis desired even her to obey neiiry. 
who asBumed the functions of prime minister, although, with 
characteristic humility, he declined the honors and the name. 
Never was stateeman apparently more unfit, from cliaracter, 
to rule over a quick and high-spfrited nation than Fleiiry. He 
was timidity — benignity's self. His policy towards foreign 
nations was peace ; at home, economy and quiet Portunal^y 
for his success, he reached power at a time of domestic calm, 
when every flame of dissension had burned out. The govern- 
ment he continued in the same despotic path in which he 
found it ; but this without violence or efibrL There was no 
resistance. Fleury did not allow a pretext His rigid econ- 
omy made him independent of parliament and people. Then, 
.it was an age of utter mediocrity. There was not a personage 
amongst the princes of, the Wood, or the noblesse, who comd 
head a party, were there pretexts of discontent to form one. 
The duke o? Bourbon, it has been seen, was without capacity ; 
the duke of Orleans, son of the regent, was a monk in habits 
and in mind. The long cessation from war, and consequenlly 
from all counsels and negotiations, had left the nobles no 
avenue to lead to eminence. Singulari^ and expenditure 
were their only means of shining. The French aristocracy 
declined, in &ct from the day in which it ceased to struggle 
with absolute power. With that motive it lost all principle 
of life. When the noble sunk into the mere courtier, he for- 
feited not only his independence, but tlie continuance of his 

Thus the administration of Fleury presents, in the interior 
of the kingdom, an almost unbroken calm. The minister 
recalled to court those who were in disgrace during the 
regency, the due du Maine, mareschal Tallard, Villeroy. Yet 
these spirits, once so turbulent, were now known but as the 
bearers of titles, or as the owners of saJoons in which good 
society was received. The first years of Fleury's administra- 
tion present, in short, a perfect blank in history. Let us fill it 
up by a glance at European politics. 

Philip v., who gained the crown of Spain as much by con- 

* There is no mnre impoilaiit political Iruili thsn thai llie conlinuancf 
or an arielociacy is inconiiiatiblc tviih deEtwlitm. Ftiyeiea) i>xial«ncn or 
prosperity is nnl Bufficipnl to unbold a prtvileinKi caste. II mtial have, 
■noteover. a epiing of InleHectuaf activily, that ia. intereela to delbnd. anil 
the Dieiins of delsBdin; Ihem. When Ihoae. or when the laller ftil, then 
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quest and good fortune ae by right, becoming, in his declining 
davs, Hcnipulously devout, proposed to resign in fitvor of hia 
son. His confessor had reasons to strengOien this resolve ; 
ond Philip abdicated. He had scarcely done so, when he pe> 
ceived the selfish reasons of those who promoted hia resigna- 
tion- His successor, Louis, was completely in the hands of a 
junta of nobles, who wielded, for Uieir owu purposeB, the 
sovereign power. This successor, however, died. Philip, 
anxious to resume the crown, was prevented by ecruplea 
respecting his oath of abdication. The papal nuncio removed 
this objection ; the monarch's nurae, by her reproaches, roused 
once more hia spirit and ambitjon, and Philip remounted the 
tlirone. It was immediately subsequent to this that the due 
de Bourbon sent back to Spain the infanta, who had been be- 
trothed to Louis XV., and to whom Maria Leczineki had been 
preferred. 

Philip V. was mortally ofiended at this insult offered to his 
daughter. It precipitated him into a measure that had been 
for some time meditated by the court of Spain. This was not 
only a reconciliation but a treaty of alliance with Austria, the 
ancient rival and enemy of Philip. The latter was, above all 
things, anxious for the succession of hia son Don Carlos to the 
duchies of Tuscany and Parma, after the death of the last of 
the Medicia. This, to be sure, was stipulated in llie last ne- 
gotiations; but miirht easily be eluded, especially at a moment 
when France and England seemed so little inclined to respect 
Spain. An alliance with the emperor would at once secure 
this; whilst it alarmed and retaliated upon France. Ripperda, 
a native of Holland, Philip's envoy, made advances accord- 
ingly to the imperial court No offer could have come more 
opportune to Austria. In order to rival tJie maritime powers, 
and thence their influence and wealth, she had established an 
East India company at Ostend, that had excited lively jeal- 
ousies on the part of both English and Dutch. They menaced 
the emperor; and he, to strengthen himself, concluded the 
treaty with Spain. The articles of it are not of so much 
importance as tlie fact of the union. 

France and England naturally took alarm at a reconcilia- 
tion BO little to be expected. The monarch of the latter coun- 
try, tremblingly alive to the safety of his German dominions, 
called on his ^ly to prevent or counteract the effects of the 
treaty. The duke of Bourbon, then minister, continued in 
the same amicable sentiments towards England that had 
actuated the policy of the regent. The pension said to have 
been paid by that country to cardinal Dubois was continued to 
the marchioness du Pne. Horace Walpole, ambassadpr at 
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Paris, had iniiiated the eagacity of his predecessor, lord 
Stair, by attaching himself and paying court to Pleury. Wal- 
pole was amongst the few who paid their respects at Issay 
during the minister's last fetirenient there. The friendship 
that sprung up betwixt Fleury and the Walpoles, ministers of 
congenial feeling and pacific inclmations, contributed strongly 
to preserve the bonds of ami^ unbroken betwixt the two 
iiations : these were now drawn closer by a treaty concluded 
at Hanover, in opposition to that betwixt Spain and Austria. 
At the same time the due de Richelieu, a brilliant young 
noble, was dispatched to Vienna to endeavor to accommodate 
differences, and tfl counteract Ripperda. He succeeded in 
outshining this adventurer, who returned to Spain to enjoy a 
shortlived triumph and revrard as prime minister. 



West Indian seas and the Mediterranean : the Spaniards laid 
siege to Gibraltar. But iJie belligerents had scarcely more 
than time to put themselves in the attitude of war, when car- 
dinal Fleury interposed as mediator and restored peace. Each 
country had its point to gain ; and, fortunately, eoch could be 
gained by mutual sacrifices. England and Holland required 
the suspension of the Ostend India company : Austria granted 
this, on condition that the impenal crown was todescend in the 
female line to Maria Theresa, daughter of the emperor. Eng- 
land guarantied this, and Spain also, on being secured in the 
succession of Don Carlos to Tuscany and Parma. It was in 
fulfilment of this that, on the death of the reigning duke of 
Parma, an English fleet transported a Spanish force to Leg- 
horn, and thus gave to the Bourbon prince his first Arm foot- 
ingin Ital);. 

The pacific policy of the French minister thus imposed 
tranquillity upon Europe, until the death of the king of Poland 
in 1733, and his disputed succession, r^sed a flame that no 
ctRirts of ntste negotiation could smolher. But it is requisite 
to recur to the internal a&irs of the kingdom previous to 
that time. Jansenism was almost the only point to which dis- 
content could sally, the only pretext for opposition. Fleury 
abolished the impost that had made his predecessor so unpopu< 
lar : he diminished the taille, and made up the deficiency by 
new forming the fixed revenue ; he brought the coinage to its 
just standaiid : and, in short, on subjects of finance the parlia- 
ment had no cause of complaint The policy of Fleury with 
respect to ecclesiastical alfiiirs was not so unexceptionable. 
Though not extravagantiy ambitious, the cardinal's hat was 
rtill IJie necessary complement of his dignity and power : to 
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procure it, it was neceseaiy to oblige the pope, which could 
only be done by persisting' in the measure that the regent and 
Dubois had carried-, this was, the conderanatbn cf Jansenism, 
and the support of the bull Vnigenitus. 

The book of Quesnel, and the verbal dispute about grace, 
seemed littlo worthy of being dragged fixan the polemical 
mto the pohtical field. But the prmciple of Jansenisni lay 
deeper ; its doctrines went to render the natiraial church in 
many respects independent of Rome, and, moreover, to free 
the consciences of men irom the arbitrary will of their spirit- 
ual confessors, by establishing a code of morals, (bonded in- 
deed on scripture, but superior to the glosses of its teachers. 
The Refonnation was the first great attempt to ^aite off the 
autliority of Rome : although successfiil, it was not without 
its blunders, its inconveniences, nay, its crimes ; and, its first 
fervor over, there was little hope of its gaining proselytes, at 
least in France, where Calvinism, connected with rebellion, 
and qmmmg a hierarchy, excited disgust in the well-bom, 
distrust in the ignoble. Still there was a tacit protest in the 
French mind against Rome and its usurpations. Janseni^n 
was the expressbn of this protest,; but so feeble was it, so 
timid and involved its aim, hidden in obscurity of words, that, 
when greater questions arose, it was swept away, and so 
erased, that unless closely examined it appears to be a mere 
logical dispute. Such, indeed, it might have been, and might 
have remained, had not the Jesuits set themselves in opposi- 
tion to its doctrines, and moreover brought the royal authority 
into the quarrel. By a decree jKocured from I»it)s XIV., the 
aHwtye of Port Royal des Champs, the retreat of Pascal and 
of Amaud and of me Jansenists, was ra^ed to the ground, — 
an empty piece of vengeance, that still excited a universal 
cry of indignation. Although Louis XIV. levelled their dwell- 
ing, he could not compel the parliament to register the papal 
hull pronouncing their condemnation. The gay regent and 
the unprincipled Dubois succeeded in this task, liaving exiled 
the parliament, and making this the price of their return. 

neury, in return for his cardinal's hat, promised to support 
the anti Jansenist decree. A certain bishop thought proper 
1o publish a charge that savored of these independent doc- 
trines ; a kind of provincial council was summoned, under the 
presidency of Tencin, a noted high churchman; and the 
bishop was cofidemned and exiled. The parliament took up 
.iis quarrel, not as religionists, but as goardianB of the laws. 
Another pretext for interference was given them by the pope, 
who, with misplaced zeal, chose this epoch for canonizing the 
femous Hildebrand, Gregory VII., the proud osserter of papal 
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over royal eupremacy. Fleury was obliged to have r 
to tlie presence of the king in a bed of justice to enforce the 
registry of these ecclesiastical decrees and bulls. The par- 
liament, obeying at the instant, thought proper to protest on 
the morrow, drawing up resolutions which declared the tem- 
poral independent of the ecclesiastical authority, and asserted 
all external jurisdiction to be the exclusive province and right 
of the former. Irritated by the haste and dislance of the ting, 
and suspecting' that the minister Itept hun perhaps in igno- 
rance of what waB passing, the members of the parliament 
proceeded to Marly to lay their remonstpances before the 
monarch. Never, perhaps, was court so shocked, not with the 
remonstrance, but with the breach of etiquette ; " The parlia- 
ment (d Marly ! the parliamentat Marly!" was the astonished 
cry of the courtieis and of Fleury. They were loo much 
astounded to be angry: the king, nevertheless, refused to see 
the judges, and they returned as they came. 

In spite of their boldness, of the right on their side, seeing 
that they were in array for freedom of thought and of creed, 
the uarfiament felt that they ^ood alone, that the Parisian 
populace were no longer those of the Fronde, and that wiLh- 
out some support they would succumb. An endeavor was 
therefore made to stir up the religious enthusiasm of the peo- 
ple. A certain Jansemst priest, named Paris, happening tc 
die, the events of his exemplary life were written raiA printed. 
He was the curate of a populous parish, St. Medard. Crowds 
flocked to his tomb. As his bit^rajdiy enumerated niany of 
his miracles whilst livmg, his relics could not have less power; 
and miracles were acconjingly worked at his grave. The sick 
were cured too in the lai&t of convulsive fits, into which 
either fiuiaticism or hypocrisy cast them. This was a great 
triumph for the Jansenista The sage Fieury took care not to 
meddle with the saint until his miracles had swelled to a 
number, Mid been degraded by abuse, bo as to verge towards 
the ridiculous. He tiien attacked them with raillery, and al 
Last ventured to shut up the cemetery. A wit wrote on the 
gates the well-known lines, in imitation of the royal edicts of 
prohibition, — 

■■ De pir Ic toi. cltfense 4 DJeu 

niere was no end to epigrams and jmtx i'eeprit upon tin; 
poor Jansenists and their miracle-worker. Ttis aj^ars to 
have been the commencement and the signal of those epi- 
grammatic attacks upon religion, which became so much the 
mode, and which jwoved so efiectual to destroy in the nation 
n for Christianity. It is singular that tha 
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Jesuit party, aided by the pious Fleury, should have been t!io 
first to let loose the impious wit of tlie court and its lettered 
dependanls. The coitite de Maurepas, afterwards minister, 
ajid then an underling in office, distinguished himself on this 
occasion hy the aptness and wit of his verses. The bishop of 
Aries published a pastoral charge, in which was n chanson or 
song against the parliament When tJie church made use of 
such protkne arms, it was no marvel to see the profejie adopl 
them against the church. Voltaire conceived and wrote his 
poem of the " PucMe" at this epoch. 

A country must he very weak mdeed that does not contain 
a numerous party ever anxious for war, for the sake of its 
chances and its glories. Franco above all countries abounds 
in such spirits: their ardor gave the pacific Fleury much 
trouble. He succeeded in quieting them for a time, until an 
event occurred which rendered the national voice too strong 
to be resisted. Stanislaus, ftther of Louis XV. 's queen, had 
teen elected king of Poland through the influence of the 
celebrated Charles XH. of Sweden, then a conqueror and the 
arbiter of kingdoms. His fortime fell at Puitowa, and Russia 
in turn took advantage of her ascendency, dethroned Stanis- 
laus, and caused Augustus of Saxony to be elected in his stead. 
Augustus died in 17^ and France instantly turned her views 
to reinstate Stanislaus. Even Fleury dared not be indifierent 
to the father-in-law of his monarch. The cardinal forgot at 
the call not only his indolence but his economy, and trans- 
mitted large sums to infiuence the Polish diet. They were 
scarcely needed. Stanislaus, who had penetrated into Poland 
and ^owed himself in its diet, was elected king. 

Russia and Austria declared against him, in fevor of the 
son of the late king Augustus, who was allied by marriage to 
the emperor. They supported the rights of their candidate 
by numerous tfrmies, which overran and devastated Poland. 
Warsaw could make no resistance ; and Stanislaus shut him- 
self up in Dantaic Fleury, in the mean time, dragged into 
a war for a quarrel, which he imagined ample bribes and 
negotiations would decide, began operations on a pitifiil scale. 
He sent 1500 men by the Baltic to the relief of Dantzic, a 
mockery of support. In vain the Polish followers of Stanis- 
laus displayed the utmost heroism in behalf of their sovereign. 
Dantzic, invested by an army, could not long hold out; nor 
could the generous citizens think of purchasing their own 
safety by the surrender of Stanislaus. The monarch resolved 
M rid them of this embarrassmeut by leaving the town, and 
makipg his escape through the army of besiegers. This he 
efiected, after peiils and sufiSsrings that alone might arm a 
hiwt of warriors in his cause. 
IT— 11 
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Poland waa too distant from France to receive effectual aid. 
Armies however were raised. One under mareschal Ber- 
wick, destined to act on the Rhine; the other, commanded 
by the veteran Villars, crossed the Alps, and in conjunction 
with the duke of Savoy, invaded Milan. These old generals 
of Louis XIV.'s wars, won merely the honor of flying in 

rms. VOlars overran the duchy of Milan, the conquest of 
which eatisfied his ally of Savoy, and the Austrians, unmo. 

ested, were enabled to rally and return to the offensive. Vi!- 
lars, struck with mortification as well as with yeaia and 
fetigue, was confined to hie couch, when tidings reached him 
that the duke of Berwick, havmg formed the siege of Phil- 
ipsburg, was cut in two by a cannon-ball : " Ah ! said the 
^ing Villars, " that man was always more fortunate than I." 
The capture of Philipsbui^ was the limit of French conquest 
on the Rhine. Prince Eugene was their antagonist, and, 
though weak in numbers, Austria having Spain and Turkey 
as well Bs France to contend with, he succeeded in checking 
all their attempts (o advance. 

The most important achievement of the war was effected 
with least forces and in ah unexpected region. Don Carlos, 
that son of Philip V. by his second queen who had already 
succeeded to Parma, marched with a small armyof SjMiiiitrds 
against Naples. The Austriana were little liked in this coun- 
try, and a conspiracy in the capital opened the way for inva- 
sion. Viscont^ the imperial viceroy, in vain endeavored to 
make a stand, at the head of the militia of the kmgdom, which 
refused to second him. In a short time both Naples and Sicily 
passed from the power of the emperor mtothat of Don Carlos. 
In the north of Italy the struggle was more obstinate and less 
decisive. A battle took place near Parma, in June, 1734, 
betwixt the French, under the mareschals de Coigny and de 
Broglie, and the Austrians under Merci. The'latter was slain 
leading his troops to the charge ; his army wa& worsted but 
not routed. The prince of Wirtemberg took the command, 
and was able to give battle again in September at Guastalla. 
It was contested with equal fierceness and similar fortune. 
Wirtemberg was slain in the action. The French had the 
honor of the victory, but none of the fruits. The rchislance 

f tlie vanquished paralyzed the success of the Mctors. 
Cardinal Fleury now seized the first opportunitjr to treat 

lustria found herself overmatched. In order to give Poland 
a king, die had exposed herself to the attacks of France and 
Spain, and had lost Naples and Milan, with little hope of 
■ recoverbg either. Still Russia promised efiectual aidjn the 
ensuuig campaign, and England, despite of Walpole's pacific 
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views, was ^nken by the solicitation of her dd oily, the 
emperor, by seeing Naples fellen as well as Spain to a Bour- 
bon prince. The mutual jealousiea of France and Eng-land 
were rising ; but they were for die moment quelled. The 
acquisition of Naples by Don Carlos seemed compensation to 
rieuiy for the ejection of Stanislaua liom Poland. Negotia- 
tions began, and in 1735 a treaty or rather the preliminaries 
of a tre^ were signed at Vienna. By this Naples and Sicily 
were transferred, as the fete of arms hid already decided, 
from Austria to Don Carlos. He gave Parma in lieu to the 
emperor. Stanislaus gave up his claim to the crown of Po- 
land, receiving Lorraine in its stead as an appanage during his 
life. The duKe of Lorraine, heir of its ancient house, made 
an exchange of this his patrimony for the duchy of Tuscany, 
which he was to inherit after the last duke of the femily of 
Medicis, whose death was imminent. The good fortune of 
the duke of Lorraine, hereafter grand duke of Tuscany, was 
owing to his projected marriage with Maria Theresa, daugh- 
ter of the emperor. France, by this treaty, acquired the mi- 
portant province of Lorraine, which was to be incorporated 
with the kingdom after the death of Stanislaus; yet this 
acquisition, that does so much honor to Fleury's administra- 
tion, was well-nigh lost by his diploniatic backwardness and 
modesty. It was Chauveiin, the chancellor, who insisted, 
against the cardinal's wish, for this cession. 

Five years of peace now ensued for France, Her ardent 
abettors of war were satisfied. Not bo those of similar tem- 
per in England, where national animosity was excited against 
the Spaniards on account of their commercial restrictions on 
the trade with South America, and of the cruelties with 
which tbey supported them. The same cry was raised against 
Walpole in one country as against Flenry in the otJiei ; and 
the English minister was driven into a war with Spain, as the 
latter Imd been compelled to liosfilities against the emperor. 
The court of France became occupied in this interval with 
baser intrigues. Louis XV. hitherto bad led a regular and 
domestic lue, attached to his queen, to religious observances, 
to trifling and innocent amusements. His society was con- 
fined to a small knot of young courtiers, empty as. himself 
whom he admitted to partake of his petite sovpera in the 
petit! appartemem. The monaWh, in affecting the pettiness 
»nd privacy of humbler liffe, sought variety and escape from 
the dullness of grandeur. Even here, however, Louis was 
tenacious of his dignity; nor did he allow any political influ- 
ence to those iKtia partook of his convivial pleasures. One or' 
two boy nobles had once indeed endeavored to indispose the 
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kin^ against Fieury. The monarch betrayed Ihem to his 
miniater, as Louis XIII. might have done ; but FleuiT did not 
imitate Richelieu in his reveng^ He merely sent the young 
inspirators away from court, stigmatizing the plot sufficiently 
liy culling it tliat of the marmousels or monkeys. 

The queen had borne many children to Louis. Her cold- 
nesa, increased by overetraiued religious feeling, alienated the 
monarch. The courtiers perceived it, and took advantage of 
Ihis to thrust Louis into licentiousness. His natural timidity 
and regularity would have preserved him from those failings, 
info which lively passions imd impelled Louis XIV. His suc- 
cessor received a mistress at the hands of the due de Riche- 
lieu and bis frienda This was madame du Mailly. To her 
succeeded- more than one sister. But as these amours had 
little influence upon politics, a veil may be drawn over their 
scandal. 

With the year 1740 opens a new scene for Europe : fresh 
personages start up ; fresh interests absorb. The pacific 
humor of the last quarter of a century is universally scouted, 
and Ihe appeal to arms heard and echoed on every side.' Wal- 
pole is shaken from his seat ; his congenial friend Flenry 
sinks into the grave. A hero appears on tjie tlirone of Prus- 
sia ; and a princess, no less heroic and intrepid, supports and 
wins her right to succeed to Austria's wide dominion. One 
effect of this quarrel was to interrupt the amity that had 
now existed since the peace of Utrecht betwixt Prance and 
England ; the former eagerly grasping so favorable an oppor- 
tunity for weakening the power of the empire, and England, 
already at war with Spain, flmging her support into the scale 
of Austria against the house of Bourbon. 

Such is a summary view of the inleresla and jealousies m 
coUision. The effiirts of the emperor Charles VI. to secure 
the Austrian succession to his daughter, Maria Theresa, have 
been mentioned. Her rights he estabhahed by a law, called 
the Pragmatic, which Spain, France, and England had seve 
rally stipulated to support. France, however, entered intc 
iJiis solemn engagement with the same bad feith that had 
characterized her acquiescence in the treaties of partition 
respecting the Spanish succession. The emperor Charles 
died in {>^ber, 1740; and poor Maria Theresa, instead of 
finding the sovereigns of Europe true to their oaths and lo 
ner, ibund all, save England, rising in claims and hostilities 
against her. 

Prussia first put forth menaces. Frederick H., afterwards 
the Great, was but a few months on the throne. His father, 
severe and economical, had prepared the grandeur of his 
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succGSBor, not only by filling his treasury and disciplining hia 
armies, but by putting tJie prince's chaiacter to the rudest 
trials. Frederick's spirit received its heroic temper from 
misfbrtune. He now claimed Silesia, or a " good part of it," 
as the price of his neutrality. Maria Theresa treated witJi 
contempt the menace of a prince whose parent was raised 
out a few years since to his sovereign rank by her ancestor. 
Frederick, without fiirther parley, marched into Silesia in the 
month of Decemher. The Austrian army, under Neuperg, 
opposed him; and Frederick fought his first battle at Mol- 
witz, in April, 1741. He was well-nigh routed. It was the 
first time that his army had been engaged, whilst the Austrian 
had never ceased to combat either on the side of Turkey or 
of France. Towards the close of the day, however, the 
Prussians recovered confidence, and Schwerin, Frederick'.- 
lieutenant, won the battle, whilst the kuig was already far 
gone in retreat from the field. 

France had waited to see Uie result of Frederick's inva- 
sion. Fleury's prudence reined in the ardor of the court; 
hut, after the victory of Molwitz, it was no longer possible to 
oppose the general wish to crush the house of Austria, and 
divide her possessions. The mareschal Belleisle, who shaied 
with the due de Richelieu the personal favor of Louis XV., 
was the promoter of these councils. France instantly de- 
clared for the elector of Bavaria, who aspired to the imperial 
crown. This prince was the son of him who had suffered for 
his alliance with France, having been driven from his domin- 
ions after the battle of Blenheun. This new emperor — for 
the gold and the influence of France procured his election — 
was, however, to yield Silesia to Pftissia ; anolher share of 
the imperial territory to the elector of Saxony ; while France 
was to preserve whatever she might conquer on the frontier 
of Flanders. With these aims the armies of France and 
Bavaria advanced without opposition along the Danube, oc- 
cupying Passau and menacing Vienna: whilst Maria Theresa, 
crushed in all save spirit by so many fi>es, made that touching 
i^peal, which is so well linown, to her Hungarian subjects. 
Presenting herself with her inlant son in flieir assembled 
diet, she first swore to respect their independence, and then 
demanded Iheir aid, in tones that her beauty and her tears 
rendered more persuasive. The swords of the Hungarian 
nobles flashed in air as their acclamations replied, " We will 
die for our sovereign Maria Theresa!" 

The blunders of the French contributed even more than 
the zeal of her friends to raise the hopes of the Austrian 
In the beginning of the century, Villars, with the 
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old elector of Bavatia, hiid possessed the course of the Dan- 
uiie ; the French mareschal proposed to march on Vienna, on 
advice not followed. The present elector of Bavaria was now 
precisely in the same position; and the young count de Soxe 
renewed the counsel of Villars. But the elector, or the em- 
peror, for Buch he now was, was fearful lest he should be 
anticipated by some of his rivals in the conquest of Bohemia, 
and he accordingly marched with the French into that coun- 
try. They met at first with success, Prague, the capital, waa 
carried by surprise and assault, planned and executed by the 
ijount (afterwards mareschal) de Saxe. Egra waa also taken. 
The French established themselves in Bdiemia ; but at the 
same lime left Bavaria open to the Hungarians, by whom it 
was mercilessly ravaged. 

A near view and acquaintance with his allies had some- 
what disgusted Frederick of Prussia. He, who was despotic 
in his armies, could augur iitOe effective cooperation from 
iuch men as De Broglie, Belleisle, and the Bavarian emperor, 
each of whom had his plans and his views, one despising the 
talents of the other. Frederick, therefore, availing himsdf 
of a favorable opportunity, engaged in a general action with 
the Austrians at Czaslau ; and luiving defeated them, made 
peace with Maria Theresa, who waa Oien glad to cede Sile- 
sia. The French were thus left to their own resources in 
Boheraa ; where prince Charles, cramnandiDg the Austrians, 
and relieved trom the hostilities of Prussia, soon shut ihem 
in Prague. Mareschal Maillebois was ordered to proceed to 
their succor vrith an army, but he not arriving, Belleisle was 
obliged to make his esc^»e from Pn^ue, and retreat with 
great celerity, though liot without difficulty and loss ; aban- 
doning Bohemia and all his adyanta^a. The emperor Charles, 
driven even from his electorate of Bavaria, and now without 
an army, took refuge in Frankfort. 

In the midst of fliese reverses, produced by a war that ho 
had opposed, died cardinal Fletiry. He left no wealth, the 
noblest epitaph for the minister of a despotic government ; 
for one who had succeeded Mazarin and Dubois; for one, too, 
who knew the value of economy, and who practised it for the 
good of the state. His political views, if not grand, were 
jusL He was averse from breaking faith as to flie Austrian 
succession ; and was, perhaps, the only minister of his coun- 
try whose aim was peace and internal prosperity, not external 
aggrandizement ; but this his countrymen can never forgive 
him. They espy naught save want of spirit in his counsels; 
his friendship with England they construed into subserviency; 
and they principally censure him for allowing the French 
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mBxine ta &11 into decay, as if peace was &r ever to cim- 
tinue witi the maritime powers. There may be some tnil h 
in these reproaches. Fleury left the yearly revenue producing' 
180,000,000, and this without capitation, tenth, or oneroiia 
taUk. The interest of the debt absorbed but thirty of that 
Bum. The noblesse hated his parsimony as much as his pacific 
measures : war was the harvest in which they gleaned hon- 
ors and employ. 

Great Britain at length stepped forth to succor Austria, in 
1T43. Her monarch proposed to imitate the famous march 
of ilariborough, to cross the Eliine, and, uniting with lie 
imperialists, to force the French liontier of Ltsrame and 
Alsace. The army, commanded by lord Stair, and cncour' 
aged by the presence of its king, George IL and the duke of ■ 
Cumberland, advanced to join the prince of Lorraine. The 
French, under the mareschal de Noaille^ were posted behind 
the Maine, the pasragea of which they preserved to prevent 
this junction. The river, before it reaches Frankfort, turns 
almost at right angles: the English imprudently marched 
along its rigU: b«ak as £ir aa Aschafienburg, when they found 
that their enemies, in possession of the left, had it in their 
power to cross the river and ci^ off their supplies and rein- 
forcements. It was necessary, therefore, to retJTigrade. They 
did so, and found their suspicions verified. The French had 
passed and occupied the village of Dettingen ; the British 
were now under the necessity of attacking, a manifest disad- 
vantage, as the foe in this ease can make preparations for a 
formidable reception. Such were the tactics of the raaresclial 
de Noailles. He drew up his troops with a, ravine in front, 
acroas which the English must advance, and in paaang which 
they inu^ necessarily be disordered, and become, on issuing 
from it, an easy conquest to their enemies ready for the attach 
To make this sure, Noailles had disposed his cannon to play 
upon the ravme. 

All was ordered, when the mareschal de Noailles resolved 
to make use of the interval, ere lie English arrived, and pro- 
ceed in person to the other aide of the river to hasten the 
passage of the rest of the army : no sooner, however, had Ahe 
general departed on this quest, than hie nephew, the due de 
Granunont, anxious to win without delay the honor of the 
victory, broke through the order of Noadles, and gave the 
word to pass the ravine. His laoops obeyed, and thus the 
French found themselves in the very poation in which No- 
aides had thought lo place the English. Their cannon waa 
useless, whilst that of the British opened with etfecL " They 
march, neverthel^^" say the Memoirs of Noailles, referring 
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t» hia soldiers i "they endure a i'uriouB dischargB of shot, 
which dieorders their ranks. Three times they rally: the 
household troops charge with more valor than constancy or 
order; the English present strong immovable masses, which 
send forth a continued murderous £re. In vain the due de 
Chartres, now due d'Orleana, the comte of Clermont, and the 
rest of the nohility, maJte the most prodigious eftbrts; there is 
no breaking the masses of the enemy; naught is left but 
retreat." Thus was lost the battle of Detlingen by the French. 
They fled across the Maine ; and more activity on the part of 
their victors might have destroyed the army. George II. 
thought but of continuing his retreat. The French guards 
behaved very ill in this action, according to the dispatch of 
their generd ; but their feult was more than redeemed by the 
valor of other regiments. 

Since the death of cardinal Fleury, Louis XV. resided 
chiefly at Choisy. He affected to imitate his great predeces- 
sor, in being his own minister; but the business of state was 
carried on by Chavigny, Maurepas, the D'Argensons, and car- 
dinal Tencin. The greatest influence, however, was with the 
reigning mistress, the duchesse de Chateauroux, sister of 
madame de Mailly. She now emulated the CMiduct of Agnes 
Sore!, in inilaming the king's warlike ardor, and urging him 
to stimulate the French armies by his presence. I^ouis 
accordingly proceeded to Flanders to join the mareschal de 
Noaillfes, whilst Voltaire was sent to Berlin in order to induce 
the king of Prussia to resume hostiUties. That monarch still 
hesilatS; whilst prince Charles of Lorraine, taking advan- 
tage of the French retreat from Prague, and their defeat at 
Dettingen, penetrated into Alsace and punished France in her 
turn with invasion. Jjouis, on learning tJiis, flew from Flan- 
ders towards the Rhine ; he had reached Metz when a fever 
seized him, the consequence of &tigue and of intemperance. 
The monarch's illness speedily became alarming; and some 
of the more pious courtiers penetrating to his bedside, in 
despite of the gay due de Richelieu, reminded Louis of the 
evil of his ways.- The duchess of Chateauroux had attended 
hifflf in his journey, and was now at Metz. Remorse and 
repentance seized on the monarch : the unfortunate mistress 
was discarded, insulted, and, but for the pity of Richelieu, 
could scarcely have found the means of escape. The queen 
repaired to Metz, and Louis asked her to forgive him. The 
whole kinrfom was, meanwhile, in emotion and anxiety for 
the monarSi's safety ; the story of his repentance touched his 
people ; and never was a more fervent or pathetic display of 
'oyalty; the nation seemed but to have one thought, one 
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prayer, — it was for the recovery of their sovereign. "What 
bave I done to be so beloved'!" asked Louja. His restoration 
to health waa welcomed with more joy than would have been 
the most splendid victory. 

Frederick of Prussia seemed to participate in this general 
admiration for the French king. He now came to his aid, in- 
vaded Bohemia, and, by his successes, recalled the imperialisia 
from their invasion of Alsace. Frederick was in truth aiarmeii 
at the union of England, Holland, Sardbia, and Sassny, with 
Maria Theresa; and he chose the present moment to fling 
himself into the oj^Kisite scale, knowing how it would entitle 
him to the gratitude of France. "I am rejoiced," wr"'" 
Frederick at this time, " to replace Sweden, who used ti 



the same time addressed Louis in a tone of frankness and 
superiority that must have startled the latter, recommending 
him to send a body of troops into Hanover, whilst another 
army pushed along the Danube, acting boldly on the offensive. 
The declaration rf hostilities by Frederick was chivalric, but 
unfortunate. Mareschal Traiin drove him from Bohemia with 
disgrace. 

Louis in the mean time had returned to his capital. His 
first act was to recall his mistress, the duchess of Chateauroux, 
and to exile her raiemies. But her triumph was short; death 
seized her ere ^e was well re-established in toyal favor. In 
the commencement of 1745, the marriage of the dauphin 
with a princess of Spain was celebrated. It was at the tSte 
given rai this occasion that Louis first saw madame d'Eteoles, 
wife of a revenue contractor. She was of low or%in, her 
femily name being Poisson, She it was who, created duchesse 
de Pompadour, hS the address to retain for such a length of 
time her influence over the French king, and through him 
iver the fete of Europe. 

Charles VII., emperor, and elector, of Bavaria, died about 
this time. France transferred her support to his son ; but the 
young elector, warned by his fether's misfortunes, concluded 
a separate peace with Maria Theresa, and abandoned his pre- 
tension to the empire, on condition of being restored to tlie 
tranquil possession of Bavaria. Maria Theresa, tnr this sub- 
mission, was enabled to obtain the imperial crown for her hus- 
band, (brraerly duke of Lon'aine, now grand duke of Tuscany 
and emperor. 

France, by this defection, being rendered unable to carry 
the war beyond the Rhine, turned her eflbrts towWs the 
Netherlands. A largo array, conimaaded by mareschal' Saxe, 
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and honored by the presence of both king and dauphin, laid 
siege lo Toumay. The duke of Cumberland, who commanded 
Ml inferior force of English, Dutch, and Hanoverians, muster- 
ing little more than 50,000 men, whilst the French numbered 
90,000, marched, nevertheless, to raise the siege. The re- 
membrance of Dettiiigen, and a wish to rival Marlborough's 
victories, inspired him with this presumption. Mareechal 
Saxe advanced, leaving about 15,000 men U> observe the siege, 
and took ^st at Fontenoy, Jiia rig^t win^ resting on that 
village, his left in the wood of Barri, and his a.iny drawn up 
in several lines across the interval. Not content with hia 
BUl'erioi' force, Ihe French mareschal covered the wood and 
Fontenoy with intrenchments and batteries, imitating the posi- 
tion and conduct of ViUars at Malplaquet. The duke of Cum- 
berland advanced to give battle on the 11th of May, the prince 
of Waldeck commanding ttie Dutch, on his left The can- 
nonade began, and ita first victim was the duke of Grammont, 
the cause of the loss at Dettingen. The first attack waa 
against Fontenoy, but the batteries repulsed the assailanCa 
three times. The duke then dispatched an officer to carry 
the wood of Barri; but there was no mastering eiUier position. 
The English were thus exposed to the cross-fire from the right 
and left of the French. The duke of Cumberland resolved 
on the dating attempt to push on betwixt them towards the 
French centre. This he did, the entire force of the English 
mfentry forming, as much from instinct and necessity as from 
order, mto one solid mass or column. Unfortunately, neither 
the cavalry nor the Dutch could keep up with this attack ; 
the interval between Fontenoy and the wood of Barri being 
so narrow that they must have iallen upon either of those two 
formidable positions. The columns of English therefore ad- 
vanced alone, dragging their artillery ; whole files were car- 
ried away aa they passed between the French batteries ; but, 
these passed, nothing could resist them. A pause of politeness 
look place as the guards of the rival nations* approoched each 
other. Salutations were made and returned. "Fire first, gen- 
tlemen of the French guards" cried the English officers 
Nay, fire you first. Messieurs," replied their enemies. It 
came at last, and filally. The French officers fell thick. 
Their Imea were broken. Despite of the reputation of mare- 
sclial Saxe, and although he acted the part of an able general 
in his preparations for the battle, he was altogether wanting 
in its heat His dying slate — he was carried in a litter- 
might excuse this, but could not remedy it The formidable 
colunm still advanced, the Frrinch charging it witiiout efiect 
ji companies and squadrons. Saxe began to give orders for 
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retreat The king was already warned of his danger. The 
Bnmllest aid of cavalry would at thia moment have routed the 
pnic-Btriiok French, and secured the victory to the English ; 
but the duke vas without that itidiepeusable instrument df 
victory, whilst the cumbrous columns, for want of it, saw vic- 
tory before them, but dared not break up their mass to snatch 
it. Seeing the immobility of the English, Lally, who com- 
manded the Irish brigade, exclaimed, " Why not bring the 
cannon of the reserve to bear upon them?" The due de Jlicbe- 
lieu caught up the thought, repeated and insisted on it to the 
king, aaxe approved. The few cannon, by enfilading the 
column, sufficed to scatter and make foarfiil breaches in it. 
The Irish brigade, composed of Catholic exiles, rushed upon 
their English enemies. The French tallied and returned to 
the attack, and the almost victorious column, defeated in its 
turn, was obliged to trace back its perilous path in disorder, 
leaving the hattle-lield, dearly piu-cliased, in the possession of 
the French. 

The capture of Ghent, Bruges, Ostend, and Oudenaide, 
followed the victory of Fontenoy. But it by no means relieved 
the king of Prussia, who, pressed by superior numbers, wrote 
to Louis, that the French conquests in Flanders were as use- 
less to him as if they had been won in China. Frederick was 
piqued to see the armies of his allj' slroMp and triumphant in 
Flanders and in Italy, where the kmg of Sirdinia was beaten, 
and Milan taken by mareschal Maillebois, while the army on 
the Rhine was compellei), from its weakness, to act inglori- 
ously on the defensive. The Prussian monarch expostulated 
against this kind of abandonment. Louis was afironted by the 
hero's frankness; and the friendship between France and 
Prussia subsided into coolness. Whilst the French ministry, 
therefore, turned their eflbrts to fit out the expedition which 
conveyed the pretender to Scotland, Frederick conclud^ a 
treaty with Engkuid, and prepared to force Austria to grant, 
him peace anew. He won a victory at Friedland. It was not 
sufficiently deciave. But the conquest of Saxony, and tlie 
entry of the Prussian monarch into Dresden, despite the 
menaces of Russia, bumbled the proud tone of Maria Tliereisa. 
Bhe made peace, ceding Silesia to Frederick, who acknow 
ledged her husband as emperor. 

The early part of the campaign of 1746 was fevorable to 
the Frenoh. The British were engaged at home against the 
pretender; both Brussels and Antwerp surrendered to raare- 
Bchal Saxe. The empress, now, however, secure on the side 
of Prussia, made ample preparatjons, and dispatched two 
■rmies, one under prince Chiles of Lorraine into Flanders, 
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the other commaniled by tiie prince of Licbtenstein to Italy. 
The latter, a young and talented commander, brought the 
united force of French and Spanish to action, under the walla 
of Placentia. The battle, which was fought in the month of 
June, was long and hotly contested, and terminated' in so total 
a defeat, tJiat the French were not only driven from ^e field, 
but obliged to evacuate the entire of Italy. TheAustriana 
in Flanders were far from turning the scale of victory so 
speedily. Prince Charles of Lorraine was attacked near 
Liege, between tliat town and Maeatricht, by mareschal 
Saxe. He was defeated, and obliged to retire behind the 
Meuae. This battle of Raucour was said not to have been 
decisive : but mareschal Saxe was satisfied to have repulsed 
the fresh army of Austrians, and retained his ample couquesis 
of Flanders tind Biabaut. He had now advanced almost as 
&r as Ijouis XIV., in his first memorable war. Holland was 
menaced in its vital territories. The isle of Zealand was 
threatened with invasion. The Butch had recourse to the 
same measures which they had adopted in the preceding cen- 
tury. The prince of Orange was raised to sovereign power, 
and created hereditary stf^tholder. In the mean time the 
duke of Cumberland arrived 60m the field of Cuiloden, to 
defend the ally of England against the mareschal de Soxe. 
Immense armies on either side seemed to promise a decisive 
campaign. Maestricht and Bergen-op-Zoom were the only 
two fortresses that held out against the French. In ma- 
nceuvring to besiege the frainer town, the French came in 
front of their enemies advantageously posted at Lawielt, It 
was now the turn of the duke of Cumberland to be intrenched 
and defended by cannon, whilst the mareschal Saxe attacked 
in close column. It was the day of Fontenoy reversed. The 
French, in their attacks upon Lawfelt, were thrice repulsed. 
The English cavalry, under ligonier, advanced to tiie charge, 
drove through and routed them ; when the French marescfcil, 
anxious for the &teof the day, and forgetful of his inHmlities, 
brought up his squadnms. and the English, too &r advanced 
to retreat, and unsupjwrted by their allies, were obliged to 
surrender. This decided the day. The village of liwfelt 
wos won. The duke of Cumberland retreated; be was 
worsted, but remained still strong enough to cover Maes- 
trbht. Mareschal Saxe, unable to besiege this town, sent 
lowendahl to invest Bergen-op-Zoom, considered as impreg- 
nable. It was nevertheless taken by assault, after a month's 

These successes in Flajders were compensated by reverses 
in Italy. Genoa, it is true, had risen m insurreclaon against 
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the AustriaBB, and driven them out. Boufflors, and after him 
the due de Richelieu, aided by the populace, were enabled to 
preserve the town. But to Genoa whs limited their footing 
on Italian soil. The imperialists even penetrated into Prov- 
ence. And when the- chevalier de Belleisle attempted to 
force the passes of the Alps, he was defeated at Exilles, and 
slain, witJi the greater jrait of his soldiers. By sea, the 
French lost almost their last ship of war. Their very coasts 
were insulted ; and Port I'Orient, the seat of their East India 
trade, had almost capitulated to the Eng-Ush. 

There was lassitude in the movements of each belligerent 
France made frequent overtures for peace. Philip V. of Spain 
was dead; Ferdinand VL, his successor, was not inclined to 
spend the resources of his kingdom in order to procure his 
atep-brolher, Don Philip, a principality in Italy. To establish 
this prince, the brother of Don Carlos, in Parma, was the 
original pretext for Spain's joining in the war against the 
emperor. EngtaiHl was, perhaps, the country least pacifically 
inclined. Holland, however, in terror at the successes of the 
French in Flanders, used every influence and entreaty to 
ward off their danger by a peace. The alUes were obstinate, 
seeing- France now stand alone, whilst Russia was marching 
to their aid. In the spring of 1748, however, mareschal Saxe 
mvesled Maestricht: the prospect of this last fortress falling, 
rendered the enemies of iWice more inclined to listen to her 
overtures. Negotiations commenced; and when they did, it 
appeared as if no cause of diflerence had existed to produce 
so prolonged and calamitous a war. Hostilities ceased m May ; 
and in October was signed the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle. 

France made no demand. Her ambassador declared that 
his orders were to make peace not for a mercliant hut a king. 
Louis not only yielded all his conquests in Flajidera, but 
allowed that stipulation, so disgracefiil to the countiY, of ren- 
dering the port of Dunkirk useless, to be inserted. Savoy 
was given up to the king of Sardinia. In exchange for these, 
Don Philip of Spain was established in the duchy of Parma ; 
Maria Theresa recovered Austrian Flanders ; England, giving 
up Louisburg m Nortii America, kept Acadia- Such was the 
peace of Aix-la-^!!hapelle ; which, recompensing neither Prance 
nor England for their enormous expenditure of blood and 
treasure, at least achieved one aim of the latter, in preserving 
the unity of the Austrian dominion, establi^uig the heroic 
Maria Theresa on her throne, and thus preserving tlie due 
balance of power in the east of Europe. 
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1748—1774. 

■E PEACE OF AIX-L 



We have hitherto sailed down the stream of French his- 
tory, from the obscure wilderness of its rise, through the 
nigged and picturesque gorges, the brenks and rapids of its 
middle course, to the wide majestic flow of the monarchy in 
ila latter days. Embarked upon its tide, with calm around 
and before, we now begin to perceive tliat the current grows 
suddenly more rapid, aud that, without any apparent or ex 
temai cause, we are hurried along' with a swiftness at onct 
menacing and unaccouutahle. Although not within hearing, 
we' are yet within the influence of the distant cataract 

The very men who lived in thoee days began to perceive 
the movement ; not only the philosopher and reflecting man, 
but Louis XV. himself. "The monarchy is very old," said 
he, "but it will last my time;" a selfish remark, no doubt. 
But could he have stopped the current of its decline! And 
was not his conscious powerlessness, mora than his selfish- 
ness, the prompter of his thought? His subject^ his compa- 
trbte, took precisely the same view ; nor class nor individual 
knew whither they tended; but all v/ere dissatisfied and ill 
at ease. A change was necessary, it was inevitable: the acta 
of every one — of king, of priest, of minister, of noble, of 
parliament, of writer — all henceforth worked to' bring about 
and hasten (his change. The king degraded royalty by his 
dissoluteness, and weakened it by his profusion. The minis- 
ter, turning away from (he (ask of internal administration in 
disgust, directed his views abroad, and sought to gild his day 
of triumph by the trophies of a war, undertaken under some 
idle pretext of supporting the balance of power. The nohle. 
like the moirarch^ degraded his order, and showed himself 
pressing on the lovrer classes, not for any public end, but for 
his own private gratification. The legists deluded Uie cause 
of religious liberty and their own mdependence, indeed, hut 
did BO selfishly and blindly. The writer flattered royalty 
and aristocracy, and, at this price, was allowed to attack 
religion, the court finding itself in opi>osifion to tlie priest 
hood. The priesthood itself increased its odiura as a privi 
leged class, by its intemperance, its ignorance, its absurdity 
and its scandal. 
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Li Euch a general ahandoamentof the ancient system, such 
a despair of supporting it, it is absurd to ascribe to any par- 
ticular class the catastrophe in which the epoch ended. None 
set about revolutioniiinginteniionaHu; but each stirred whrai 
it found its place irksome ; each, ■where and how it had the 
power. As the noblesse imd proved malcontent at one time 
the magistracy at another, so now a new combination of so 
ciety, the lettered class, rebelled with better success, for 
univereal sympathy supported them; and step the first was 
taken in revolution. 

It has already heen stated, that when all hostility against 
royal power ceased, the frowardness of opposition took refuge 
in Jansenism. This was in tact the second position taken up 
in France agaiust sacerdotal tyranny : the first was Calvin- 
ism ; its defeat has been recorded. And after it to resuscitate 
reform became impossible, because it must savor of Calvinism, 
which was hated as ignoble, as &natical, as disloyal, and, 
above all, as past; for though zeal may innovate, it scorns 
mere imitation. Jansenism had not much more success: the 
bsBc of its religious creed, at least, was narrow and sophis- 
tical ; it suited legal h«tds, hut was incomprehensible to the 
people. The thin and last stand against papal supremacy 
was taken on the bntad ground of infidelity ; and the philos- 
ophers of the eighteenth century might plead that they were 
driven to this, as the last and only resource against the intol- 
erance and tyranny of the priesthood. 

The ecclesiastical power was, at the present epoch, the 
most prominent, the most felt ; it was the van^ard of op- 
pression. Not only was it guilty of those gross instances of 
injustice and crime, the breaking of Galas on. the wheel, the 
execution of La Barre for pretended sacrilege,— enormities 
eaual to those which sully the dork ages, — but it also wreak- 
ed its petty despotism in being the torment, the spy, and the 
bugbear of domestic and social life. This chapter will con- 
tain an account of its arrogant pretenaons, and of that absurd 
and fatuous conduct which disgusted the whole kmgdom with 
Uie very name and institution of religion. It united the most 
odious attributes of the police and the censorship, and it pe- 
culiarly galled that rising and active intellect which charac- 
terized the society of the capital, That society combined the 
aristocracies of talent and of birth ; it had now become tlie 
pnhtic ; — at least its representative. Voltaire, Rousseau, Di- 
derot, D'Alembert, were far more the organs than the teach- 
ers of this society. In attackmg the <3iurch Ihey acted in 
self-defence, for that church was determined to allow them 
neither liberty of speech nor of writing; it presented itself 
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aa a wall against the advance of knowledge and of enlighten- 
ment. The heads of the church begaa the war, and put tho 
creed, which they professed and represented, to the same risk 
that their usurped tyranny incurred. To separate the cause 
of religion froni that of Catholicism had been tried by Hugug- 
not awi Jansenist, and they had both failed: the sole aiul 
imfbrtunate alternative that remained was to attack religion 
itseF, to confound creed and hierarchy. That alternative waa 
embraced. Infidelity reared its standard: Voltaire poured 
forth his volumes; the Encyelopedie appeared; Diderot, D'Al- 
embert, Condillac, formed new principles of mental science 
and moral conduct independentof religion. Vain these were, 
indeed, and hapless, but novelty and the exigence of the 
moment gave them force. The philosophers conquered. We 
have to regret that triumph ; inasmuch aa the impiety that 
blend edwith the principles of freedom was one great cause 
of their bearing such bitter fruit, and being blighted by so 
sudden a decay. But, in the guilt of havine caused that la- 
mentable state of impiety and demoralization, the Catholic 
church and priesthood of France must share, at least in an 
equal degree with her philosophers and men of learning. 

France was now governed by mndame de Pompadour. She 
was certainly a woman of talenf. The empire which she held 
over Louis XV., Jong after her charms had ceased to fasci- 
nate him, proves this. She bound him, as she says herseltj 
" in the chains of habit" Her boudoir became the council- 
chamber, the ministers her creatures. The king was present 
at each determination, but was spared the trouble of either 
thinking or speaking. It was Pompadour who appointed gen- 
erals and bishops, proposed laws and plans of campaigns. 
After a glorious victory, it is a complimentary letter from the 
mistress that we find coming to reward the triumph of the 
hero. This paramount influence the duchess of Pompadoiu" 
had the art (o wield, tailing from the monarch merely that 
power which was irksome, and leaving. him all the liberty 
that he could desire. Thus she had no womanish jealousy, 
and cared litde to monopolize his heart. She permitted him 
even to form the disgraceful parc-aux-cerfs, as an establish- 
ment containing a royal seraglio was called. From the base 
and inelRble debauch of such a haunt, Louis would recur to 
tlie chamber of La Pompadour, for the more refined enter- 
tainments of conversation. The mistress was not a stranger 
to the intellectual movement, the new ideas, of the day. 
Voltaire was amongst those who paid court to her. His muse 
was oft invoked to celebrate her wit B3 well as beauty : and 
even a paragraph of grave history is devoted by him to her 
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adulation. Montesquieu presented her with his "Esprit des 
Lois ;" and Diderot b^geil iier interference when the print- 
ing of the "EncyclopSie" was stepped. It is well known 
that she protected Quesnay, tiie founder of the sect of Politi- 
^1 Economists. She* indoduced him even to the monarch, 
end contributed not a little to bring into notice these at once 
abstruse and practical studies. To the last she protected 
Quesnel, and was to him a fester friend than madame dc 
Maintenon had proved to poor Racine. 

la. Pompadour, thus in connexion with the pliilosophers, 
naturally adopted their prominent ideas. These, aa we have 
seen, were directed agamst the church. Accordingly, in 1749 
appeared the edict of mainmorle, forbidding any new con- 
ventual establishments without royal permission ; also mca- 
pacitating them from inheritmg or acquiring any increase of 
territory. This kw, bihen by the learned from the English 
^atute-book, was mdeed called for at a time that the church 
possessed more than one third of the entire landed property 
of the kingdom. The royal tenth, called afterwards a twen- 
tieth, had begun to be levied during the war, and was now 
contmued upon the privileged classes. The clergy made a 
etuhbora resistance to the tax. Unfortunately, at this critical 
period, a prelate, (rf tenacious character and narrow intellect, 
was promoted to the important post of archbishop of Paris. 
In Christophe de Beaumont the Jeeuits immediately found a 
stay and a firm support; and under the shadow of his power, 
and the instrumentality of his arm, they soon began to harass 
their enemies. A letter was written in this year (1749) from 
madame de Pompadour to the French ambassador at Rome, to 
the effect tliat he might procure the relics of some saint for 
the chape! of SL Cyr, but take care Uiat the said dead saint 
should not have fico left lege, as was the case with the last 
importation of the kind. TTie letter continues, " The clergy 
of France grow daily more turbulent If they were masters, 
we should see the dTogonnaJeg of Louis XIV. renewed ; but, 
thanks to heaven, our most Christian king is neither devotee 
nor persecutor : he has no authority over consciences, he says, 
and wants none — the good prince ! As for mo, I hate intole- 
rant priests ; and, were I a sovereign, would never persecuta 
any save the persecutors." 

Such were the sentiments of those in power, when thrt 
archbishop of Paris began his crueade against conscience. 
.One should have thought (hat at such a time all believers 
should have united their efforts to ward off impiety. But no. 
it was against the latent and almost extinct sect of JanseniEm 
that Christorfie de Beaumont directed his blows. He invenlr 

a— 12 



...Cooglf 



180 HISTORY OP FRANCE. 174& 

ed billeta of confessioii, which each person was obliged to 
take out from an orthodox eccleaiaatic, ewearing, at the same 
traie, belief and submission to the bull Vnigenitus. The 
archbishop ordered that no person unjjrovided with one of 
those billets of confession, should receive the saeramenls on 
consolations of religion, or should be entitled to Christian 
burial. The consequence was, that some of the most pious 
inhabitants of the capital died without communicating', and 
were refused burial. Amongst them was the duke of Orlewis, 
the devout son of the regent. His rank procured him burial, 
and previoiB absolution ; but the almoner who was thus guilty 
of disobedience was excommunicated. These ftcts, that one 
might imagine to be taken from an ironical tale of Swifl, are 
actual events of the eighteenth century. The parliament 
intervened in behalf of common-sense and justice, and de- 
creed that the bull Vnigenitus was no article of faith. The 
archbishop was obstinate. The priests resisted ; and the altar, 
with the Lord's supper, awaiting communicants, was become 
liniversally the scene tk scandal, of quarrel, of anathema, op- 
position, and abuse. These scenes were repeated through flie 
whole [unborn; the dead remaining unbiuied, the mysteries 
of religion profiined ; whilst the Jesuits, in addition to these 
acts of violence, recurred also to the weapons of the impious, 
and represented the Jansenists in forces and in caricatures. 

At length the quarrel between the eccleaastical and judicial 
powers reached a point at which one or other must succumb. 
The trick of a minister, D'Argenson, turned the court against 
the parliaments. A sick nun was reftised the sacraments by 
a curate The parliament condemned the latter. The arch- 
bishop interfered, and was condemned toa D'Argenson then 
came, and carried off Hie Jansenist nun, who was still alive, 
by a lettre de cachet. The parliament was incensed at this, 
turned its resentment from the clergy to the ministry, and 
made remonstrances against illegal imprisonment and leltres 
de cachet. This threw the royal power instantly in1« the 
scale of the Jesuits. Hitherto the court was inclined againsi 
Ihe clergy. " The king is ennuied like every one else," wrote 
niadame de Pompadour; "the quarrels of parliament and 
clergy torment him. The administration does every thing to 
bring them to an agreement, but the clergy refuse to retreat 
a single step. Yet I cannot think their billets of confes^on so 
necestary, or that the soul of an honest man would be driven 
from the divine presence for want of one. On the contrary,. 
I OiaiA this priesthood for the most part to be composed of 
vain, ambitious men, bad subjects of the king, and worse ser- 
cantK of God, But their credit is unfortunately so great, tha 
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we must respect them. The king feels that the parliament is 
supporting the rights of his crown against the clergy ; never- 
theless he is compelled to punish his friends and caress his 
enemies." AccordiM to this policy, the chiefe of the parlia- 
ment were taken and sent to different prisons. This, how- 
ever, was not decided without a straggle in the ministry. 
Machautt, the finance-minister, was for the parliament, as 
IPArg^nson was for the clergy. The opinions of the ktt«r 
prevailed, through means of the manceuvre mentioned ; but 
he was unable to complete his plan. This was, to substitute 
a new court for that consisting of the imprisoned membere ; 
but no suitor nor advocate would plead. The remaining 
courts would not admit of such a menacing usurpation. The 
ckAlelel, or police-court, intrusted with the execution of con- 
demnation, refiised to act, or even to execute a criminal An 
accommo^tion became indispensable. The imprisoned mem- 
bers were allowed to return; silence was imposed upon the 
clergy as lo these disputed matters of feith; and the only pomt 
which they gained was the transferring of their enemy, 
Machault, from the department of finance, in which tiiey had 
most dread of him, to that of marine afSiirs. This kind of 
liealy took place in 1754, on the occasion of the dauphiness 
being confined of her second son. This child was afterwards 
Louis XVI. 

Such were the public events that filled up the interval of 
peace betwixt 1743 and 1755. Feats still more important 
than these took place in the publication of the first volumes 
of the " Encyclopedte," and of the " Es^it des Lois." The 
intellect of the middle classes began to flourish, and to cover, 
like the ivy, with its verdant honors, the walls and buttresses 
of the social ediflce, whilst the high towers and battlements 
were felling to decay. The finances were in a slate of dis- 
order of wMch no description can convey an adequate notion. 
Louis XV., in drawing on the treasury for those infamous 
pleasures, supposed to have cost a hundred millions of livres, 
blushed to specify Uie name or the deed ; and he established 
the pernicious custom of drawing for sums without any men- 
tion of the purpose lo which they were to be applied. This 
suited but too well the prodigal greediness of the mistress 
and the courtiers. The treasury was drained in peace more 
recklessly than even in war; and the finance-minister could 
only discover the amount of expenditure, without any know- 
ledge of its items and subdivisions. Madame Pomi«iIour in 
vain thoi^ht to compensate fi)r her profusion, by what ^e 
considered useflit establishments, such as manufectoriea and 
public buildings to encourage art. Some laudable efibrts, toi^ 
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were made to correct flagrant abuses. The edict of mainmorte 
was one ; another, allowing a tree trade in grain, shows the 
influence already acquired by the economista. 

War now came to distract attention from the internal sla.t« 
and administration of the kingdom. It may be said, that the 
governments of Europe were of pacific inclinations, whilst 
Uie people of each nation showed on the contrary a warlike 
spirit The French especially betrayed an impatience of 
what they esteemed the pusillanimity of their government. 
The peace of Aii-la-Chapelle was universally stigmatized as 
inglorious, because it did not add new territories to France. 
Those in power, however, had ample materials for judging 
how dearly Louis XIV. had paid for his conquests, and they 
were prepared to make great sacrifices to preserve peace. In 
England the court party entertained the same peaceful senti 
ments, so wise in their principle. But the opposition, headed 
by Pitt, and supported by popular clamor, demanded the ex 
citement of war, the glories of triumphs and trophies. The 

freat and ignominious sacriflce which Prance had made to 
nglish friendship, the arresting and expelling the pretender 
from her dominions, was forgotten. The instances of national 
collision now taking place abroad, were exaggerated with 
premeditated hostility. E^ch country accuses its tuitagonist 
as the aggressor. 

In the East Indies, the rivalry of France and England dated 
from the preceding war. Dupleix, governor of Pondicherry, 
an ambitious, turbijlent, ostentatious man, never ceased to in- 
trigue with the natift powers, and with the court of the Mogul, 
to extend his country's territories and influence. The Eliig- 
lish naturally intrigued and armed a^nst him ; and war was 
carried on betwixt him and Give, whilst the respective nationa 
remained at peace at home. In this instance the French gov- 
ernment displayed a spirit of feimess and even backwardness. 
They disowned and recalled Dupleix, to the mdignation of 
their countrymen, and even of their historians, who flatter 
themselves that, despite their naval inferiority, they might yet 
have disputed the empire of the East, 

In North America arose « more serious cause of quarrel. 
The French possessed Canada and liouisiana, one coimnand- 
in^ the mouth of the St, Lawrence, the other that of the 
Mississippi. The intervening territory was occupied by the 
English colonists. The French aimed at possessing them- 
Helves of tiie whole course of those rivers and of the Ohio, 
which almost joins tliem; thus inclosing British America 
within a long frontier line of posts, and, consequently, ex- 
cluding her froi) the rest of the continent Such pretensioni 
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were imteiuible from the nature of IhbeB, even if treaties 
fevonid them, which they did not To w^v thus a nairow 
line itbross the whole extent of a continent, that line itself 
unoccupied except by stray forts, and these too, for the most 
part, in embryo, not in being; to draw this around a vast and 
peopled region, can only be compared in arrogance to the act 
of the Roman ambassador, marking around the ibreign poten 
tate a line in the sand, and daring him to step beyond its 
magic circle. The only surprise is, to see the French ministiy, 
so forbearing in Europe, risliing war upon such unsupportable 
claims in America- But the science of political geography 
was not well understood in Uiese days. 

The limits betwixt Canada and Nova Scotia, the latter 
having been ceded to England by the last treaty, were not 
accurately defined. The officers of each nation, participating 
litlje in the moderation of their governments, proceeded to 
extremities. A French captain was slain. Reprisals followed. 
Braddock attacked Port Du Quesne on the Ohio, but was de- 
feated by the French and the Indians,* whose alliance they 
liad hired. England, on her side, declared war by cajituring 
all the merchant vessels of her rival. Whilst hostilities thus 
commenced in 1755 betwixt France and England, Europe was 
astounded by the dreadful earthquake at Lisbon. Twenty 
thousand inhabitants of that town are said lo liave fellen vic- 
tims to the catastrophe. 

Such were now the bonds of interest and alliance of the 
different states, tliat the quarrel betwixt any led ineviljjily to 
a general war. Maria Theresa was still dissatisfied with the 
loss of Siiesia. Naught could reconcile her to the king of 
Prussia. In this Iiatred she not only forgot the ancient enmity 
of the house of Austria against Trance, but also the deep 
obligations of that house to England, which had more than 
once saved it from destruction. fSigland esteemed the empress 
ibrtunate to have inherited her wide dominions at the price of 
a single province. This province, Silesia, she could never 
hope to recover by the aid of England. She therefore turned 
towards France, and, both by her own letter and the exertions 
of her ambassador Kaunitz, endeavored to knit the bonds of 
friendship and alliance betwixt France and Austria. She 
urged, that the great states of Europe ought to unite to keep 
down the lesser ones. Shall an elector of Hanovet, of Bnui 
denburg, or a duke of Savoy, thwart and despoil us, the rulers 

' Madame de Pompadour vipreewH herseir witli delighl al Ihn BUiaiicf 
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of the most ancient monarchies] Maria Theresa even Blooped 
to address madame de Pompadour as a dear friend and cousin. 
Ifluis XV. was not ill inclined to Austria, He had a jealous 
feeling towards Frederick, personal as well as political. The 
rhymes and sarcasms irf the royal wit of Sans Souci galled 
the French monarch and his mistress ; whilst his abandonment 
of France twice during the war gave them more legilimete 
cause of dissatisfection. Frederick, in the mean time, alarmed, 
and well aware of the storm which menaced, concluded a dc- 
fen^ve alliance with England. Elngland sought in this alli- 
ance the security of Hanover; Frederick aimed at neutral- 
izing the power of Russia, then linked to England. Austria 
and Prance, learning this, hesitated no longer, and the treaty 
was signed betwixt them m May, 1756. 

The French commenced the war by an expedition agamst 
the island of Minorca, then in possession of the English. The 
due de Richelieu was the commander. He effected a landing, 
and soon inclosed the English, whose force was very insuffi- 
cient for defence, m Fort St. Philip The British fleet soon 
arrived under admiral Byng. la Galissoniere, the French 
admiral, had a squadron somewhat superior. In a partial 
action that took place betwixt them, the hesitation or inca- 
pacity of Byng would not allow him to conquer. He retreated, 
or was driven from those seas; an abandonment which the 
unfortunate admiral paid with his life. Richelieu, unmolested, 
pressed the siege of fort Si Philip with increased vigor 
Givw to intemperance himself, he found it difficult to pro- 
serve his soldiers from the same excess, until he ordered that 

le should have the honor of mounting the breaeh that trans- 



guilty of excess. The fort surrendered ; and the French 
were in raptures at their conquest of the important island, and 
their advantage over a British fleet. 

The king of Prussia, however, was the most menaced. He 
had appeased the enmity of Russia by an alliance with Eng- 
land. That power was preparing an army on his eastern 
frontier, whilst Austria, from the south, had ^Uiered all her 
strength on the borders of Silesia and Bohemia. Saxony, too, 
was secretly in the league against him. Frederick, resolving 
to anticipate rather than await his enemies, entered Saxony in 
the autumn. The arn^ of the elector, who was also king of 
Poland, unable to maintain the open field, kept in a strongly 
intrenched camp at Pima, on the Elbe. The king of Prussia 
after having taken possession of Dresden, invested this camp 
defeated the Austrians mder Brown who marched to its relief- 
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and obliged the entire Sason anny to surrender to him as 
priBoners of war. Thus gallantly opened, on the part of 
Fredericli, the celebrated Seven Years' War. 

Early in January, 1757, as Louis XV, waa proceeding to 
unter his carriage from the palace of Versailles, a man ad- 
vanced and stabbed him in the side with a penknife. " There 
is the man who etruck me," said Louis: "take him. Mid dc 
tiim no harm." The wound was slight; but as tie knife might 
be poisoned, the whole court was in alarm, and Louis himself 
not least. The madman, who had made this tbolish attempt, 
was named Damiena The keeper of the seals seized him, 
conveyed him to a chamber of the palace, and there causing 
a pair of pincers to be heated, the chief officer of justice be- 
gan by torturing the criminal. What was to be supposed the 
death-bed of the monarch, was immediately suTTOunded by 
intrigue. Machault and D'Ai^nson, though mutual enemies, 
united in working on the king's conscience, with a view to 
exile madamc de Pompadour. An order was sent her to re-, 
tire from court But the wound was no sooner found to be 
insignificant, than the mistress was recalled, and the two 
ministers sacrificed to her. Both were exiled. As to Damiens, 
his crime seems to have proceeded from no deeper cause than 
that itch for action and notoriety, the extreme of which the 
sane find it so difficult to comprehend. In the choice of a 
victim he was, however, guided by the popular odium against 
the monarch, which was great. The Pansian populace, who 
had oftered up prayers for his recovery at Metz, were not 
long since persuaded that children were stolen and skin to 
affiird baths of blood, calculated to renovate the exhausted 
frame of the royal debauchee. Louis never showed himself 
in his capital. Damiens muttered and scribbled several 
names ; ajid, with a glimmering instinct, sought 1o g^ve rea- 
son and respectability to his crrnie by associating it with the 
cause of the parliament and Jansenism. The incoherent 
ravings and confessions of this crazy beina extracted from 
liim partly by torture, filled the court and kingdom with sus- 
picions, and greatly increased the anmiosities on both sides. 

The accommodaljon brought about between parliament and 
clergy did not produce peace. The archbishop De Beaumont 
took the first opportunity to renew his refusal of the sacra- 
ments. The king sent the due de Richelieu to him to remon 
strate upon his absurd zeaL " My conscience," replied the 
bishop, "can allow of no accommodation." "Your conscience, 
retorted tne witty duke, " is a dark lantern, that enlightens 
no one save yourself!" The archbishop was exiled to his coun- 
try -^eat by the king's order. The parliament condemned kjh 
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fined the liisliop of Orleans for rellising the sacraments, and 
even sold his furniture to pay the fine. The old scandd was 
renewed throughout the kingdom. The clergy were, how- 
ever, obliged to find some leas extreme mode of acting against 
the Janseniste. They did away with the necessity of billeta 
Df confession, but demanded preliminaries tantamount, such 
as the name of each person's confessor, and the right of each 
curate' to make domiciliary visits to learn this. The court 
consented to the p5an. The parliament was inexorable as 
ever: and the Jesuits agam succeeded in kbdling a quarrel 
between king and parliament, during which the clergy were 
forgotten, or left in possession of their prerogatives. I/>uis, 
in order to subdue the magistracy, had recourse to a scheme 
which Francis I, had before attempted without success. This 
was to attribute to the great council of state the same privi- 
l^e and authority as that wielded by the parliament. "Hie 
lafter summoned the peers to join them in an assembh'. The 
king forbade them to attend. In the midst of those differences 
arose the necessity of new taxes to support the war. The 
monarch came to register them in a bed of justice. The mor- 
row brought remonstrances from the parliament against the 
clergy and against the taxes. Louis in anger imprisoned 
the reflectory members. The struggle between the legists 
and the Jesuits seemed to be, which should first wear ont 
the patience of the monarch. The iegisis vanquished, through 
the support of madame de Pompadour, and of one of her coun- 
sellors, the count de Stainville, afterwards due de Choiseul. 

Notwithstanding her conquest of Minorca, France was 
aware that her colonies must fell before the maritime superi- 
ority of England : it therefore behoved her to occupy the con- 
tinental dominions of the king of that country. An anw was 
sent against Hanover, conmiwiaed ly the mareschal D'Etrees. 
The duke of Cumberland levied a <jerman force to oppose it; 
but being fer inferior in numbers, he retired step by step 
before the Frencli, allowing them to cross the Rhine, and 
even the Weser, which river forms the natural defence ot 
Hanover. The king of Prussia, England's ally, had begun 
the campaign with the invasion of Bohemia, where he at first 
established himself by winning the celebrated and sanguinarj 
battle of Prague over the Austrians under prince Charles of 
Lorraine ; but seeking to follow up his advantage, Frederick 
experienced m the following month a severe check, being 
dented by mareschal fiaun at Kolin. At the same time 
D'Etrees was pressing the duke of Cumberland, who at length 
made a stand, strongly posted, however, and intrenched be 
tween Hameln and Hastenbach, near the Weser. It was ths 
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lieutensnts rather than the generals of both arniiee Ihat were 
deslined to distin^ish themselvee. Chevert attacked the 
duke's left, drove it trom its IntrenchmentE and cannon, and 
pushed on ; Maillebois, who was to support him, hesitated : 
prince Ferdinand of Brunswick seized the opportunity, march- 
ed his division between Chevert and the French, end charged 
the tatter, so as to put them in disorder. Chevert, however, 
had precisely the same success against the duke, who was 
tiie first to sound a retreat D'Etrees was about to issue tho 
same order to his troops, when he observed the eiiemy re- 
tiring, and became thus informed of Chevert's Buccess. The- 
duke of Cumberland, after this affair, was obliged lo abandon 
Hauover. The mareschal de Richelieu arrived on the follow- 
ing day to supersede D'Etrees, and under him the Frendi 
continued their pursuit of the Hanoverian army, plundermg 
and levying' merciless contributions on the unlbrtunate elec- 
torate. Richelieu was called Jiilhtr Maraude b; his soldiers. 
The duke sought to retire to Stade: he hoped, late in the 
season as it then was, to be able to hold out in that marsh; 
country near the mouth of the Elbe, which is impracticable 
for mditary operations: but Richelieu's activity deiH'ived 
him of this resource. The duke of Cumberland was obliged 
lo sign the capitulation of Kloeter-Seven, called from a con- 
vent of that name, which was the head-quarters of the 
French. 

This disgraceful capitulation, which abandoned Hanover to 
the French, and left the Prussian dominions exposed to their 
inroad, would have reduced any prince except the great 
Frederick, to despair. Deserted by his only ally, all Europe 
was in arms against him, Russia advanced from the east, 
Austria, Poland, Saxony, united their forces ; whilst a Ger- 
man army, called that of the Circles, headed by Soubise and 
strengthened by 30,000 French, menaced him ftom the souih- 
wesL The enemy occupied his capital, Berlin, trom which 
the royal iamily had escaped to Magdeburg. In this extrem- 
ity Frederick endeavored to negotiate with Richelieu: he 
flattered the duke ; upbraided him for counteracting the pol- 
icy of his great-uncle, the celebrated cardinal, by raising up 
the power of Austria ; and besought him, in covert terms, to 
oppose La Pompadour in her fatal obsequiousness to the em- 

Ereaa. These attempts had the good effect of amusing Riche- 
eu and paralyzing his activity. Frederick was not blind to 
the critical state of his a^irs: tiill of classic studies, and 
recurring, unfortunately, io those rather than to religion for 
consolation, he contemp.ated the necessity of perilling bj 



■' to think, to live, and die like a king," waa his noble detenni- 
nation. Twenty thousand men were all that he could muster: 
with these Frederick resolved to fight the united army of 
French and Germans commanded by the prince of Soubise 
and the prince of Hilburghausen : they numbered upwards of 
50,000 men. Despite of this inferiority they dreaded Frede- 
rick, and retreated from Leipzig at his approach, crossing tho 
Saale : he passed it after them, and, coming in sight, hesitated : 
the opportunity was not fiirorable. The Prussian monarch 
kept his army hidden, as it were, in the low village of Roa- 
bach, the heists around which, covered with batteries, served 
at once to defend his position and conceal his movements. 
The Germans and French, gathering audacity from the king's 
inaction, hovered round him, marching along his flank, and 
menacing an attiick. It was the morning of the 5th of No- 
vember: Frederick spent it in reconnoitring the enemy. It 
was not till the afternoon that he gave his orders ; gathering 
the greater part of his troops on one point, on his left, and 
concealing ^e movement by the inequality of the ground, as 
well as by his tents, which he left pitched. Ere Soubise or 
Hilburghausen could make a corresponding movement, the 
Pnissians broke tiirough alt before them on the point of attack ; 
and the rest of the confederate army, seeing its flank laid 
bare, turned and fled. So simple was the decisive battle of 
fiosbach,* that retrieved the fortunes of Prussia. On tho 
same day, the 5Ui of the following month, Frederick, who bad 
marched into Silesia, defeated the Austrians at Lissa, and 
recovered his ancient superiority in despite of his r 



In the mean time the duke of Richelieu, having broken so 
fiir through the terms of capitulation at Kloster-Seven as to 
seek to disarm the Hanoverian troops, which by that agree- 
ment were to remain quiet, indeed, but not to lose their arms, 
found those vanquished enemies start up afresh. Their new 
leader, prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, ^ surpassing the 
duke of Cumberland in military talent, was now able to hold 
Richelieu in checL The English ministry, roused by the 
spirit of the elder Pitt, made every effort to second her gal 
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lant ally : a body of English troops reinforced the Hanoverian 
army, and the next campaign seemed to promise revenge for 
the dulse of Cumberland's defeat. 

In the beginning of the year 1758, Richelieu was super- 
seded m his command by the prince de Clermont, who being 
at the same time abbot of St Germain des Pres, was called 
the general of the Benedictines. Under him the French 
commenced, their retreat from Hanover, Prince Ferdinand 
precipitated this retrograde movement by anticipating their 
arrival on the Weset : he attacked and took Minden. In May, 
the French were already behind the Rhine, shamefully routed 
without even the honor of fighting, and leaving upwards of 
10,000 prisoners in the banife of the enemy. Prince Ferdi 
nand soon passed that river. The French general purposed 
to continue his retreat towards France, when the indignaticn 
and wounded pride of his officers obliged him to await the 
attack of the prince at Crevelt in the duchy of Cleves. There 
the count of SL Germain offered a gallant resistance to the 
enemy ; it might have been a successful one, when the comte 
de Clermont cave abrupt orders to retreat, and abandoned his 
lieutenant. The French left 7000 dead on the field, and with 
them all hopes of retrieving the disasters of the campaign. 

Il v/aa at this time that the dauphin, touched by the reverses 
of the French armies, demanded to put himself at the head 
of one of them. This being refused, he recommended peace, 
aa a fittbg measure. He was a pious prince, and of an exem- 
plary life, but priest-ridden. The Jesuits placed great hopes 
m hmi, and considered him as the head of their party. Xouis 
XV. was not a little jealous of tlie dauphin ; and madame de 
Pompadour shared in this sentiment. Both felt themselves 
tacitly censured by the almost puritanic strictness of the 
prince's court The dauphin being now for peace, and op- 
posed to the Austrian alliance. La Pompadour held firm in her 
li-iejidship to the empress and in hatred to Iho king of Prussia, 
Vet at this juncture, the very diplomatist who had counselled 
and concluded the treaty with Maria Theresa ; the cardinal de 
Bemis, a creature too of the mistress, thought fit to oppose 
his conviction to her obstinacy, and speak in opposition to the 
war. La Pompadour waa positive. ' &imis was disgraced ; and 
Choiseul became secretary of state in his stead. The new 
minister, though too sage not to perceive the folly of persist- 
ing in a war from whence so little waa to be gained, paid, 
nevertheless, the price of his elevation by renewing the treaty 
with Austria, and making fresh preparations for carrying on 

Whilst Ihe king of Prussia, with unchanged courage and 
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talent, but with most uncertain fortune, was mnking head 
against his enemies, the French army was mustered near 
Frankfort in the spring of 1759. Prince Ferdinand of Bruns- 
wick began the campaign bj attacking it at Bergham, hut 
was repulsed by the mareachal de Brogjie. The slightest 
success then fiUed the French with audacity, and impelled 
them to advance boldly on tha otfensive, whilst the least 
check was apt to precipitate them into a contrary extreme. 
They now drove the prince of Brunswick before them, and 
reached once more the banks of the Weser. Minden was 
taken ; and the inhabitants of Hanover began to look forward 
to fell again into the power of the French. Prince Ferdinand 
rallied his forces, however, and took poet near Minden, put- 
ting an isolated column in advance to entice and deceive his 
enemies. The mareschal de Contades marched, on the lat of 
August, to attack this body, placing his cavalry in the centre, 
and his foot upon the wings. The French attribute to this 
disposition the loss of the (my, their horse being swept away 
and routed by the batteries which prmce Ferdinand had pre- 
pared, whilst the infimtry, disordered by its defeat, were un- 
able to act with effect, and were driven from the field. The 
right wing of prmce Ferdinand did not advance to complete 
the victory, as he had ordered. The general blamed lord 
George Sackvilie, who commanded it, obliquely censuring 
him in his dispatclies, by observin|, that, had the marquess of 
Granby been m the place of lord George, the battle could not 
have felled to be much more decisive. TTie loss of the French 
was.severe; amongst their colonels slain at the attair of Mm- 
den was the marquis de la Fayette, a noble of an ancieiti 
&mi]y. He left his marchioness, a lady of the house of Lu 
signan, prcgnanL This posthumous child is the la Fayette 
of the revoluticffl, and of the present day. 

This year proved most unfortunate to the French. Hitherte 
the English fleets had more insulted than harmed them. They 
had made frequent descents, at Kocbefbrt, at Saint Malocs 
and at Cherbourg, causing damage, indeed, and bearing awaj 
trophies, but reaping no advantage, whilst it di«pened th" 
generous rivaliy of the hostile nations into bitter *nd invete 
rate hatred. Pitt brought vigor and largeness of ourpose t< 
the British war-councils; and France now saw her flceti 
destroyed, and her colonies fall one by one. Admiral Bos- 
canen fought La Clue near the Straits of Gibraltar, took two 
men-o^war, and burnt several others. In the same season, 
Hawke engaged, or rather pursued, the Brest fleet under Con- 
flens, who took perilous shelter from his eiemy amongst the 
shoals and rocks of the coast ; he run his own vessel aground 
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and burned it : few of the French ships escaped the gallant 
Hawke, who in this day annihilated the remams of the 
French maritime power. Tlie fete of Canada was about the 
same time decided in that action when Wolfe fell in the 
acliievement of victorj;, bequeathing Quebec, ajid the wide 
provinces of wliich it ia the capital, to the po<jsession of his 
country. 

Notwithstanding the defeat of Minden, the dulie de Broglio 
was enabled to keep his positions in the countries of Hesse 
and Cleves. Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick endeavored 
generously to put forward his nephew, tiie young hereditary 
prince, ftit neither birth nor favor can make a general. The 
French defeated him near Cassel. The young commander 
was then sent against the town of Wesel, but here too he 
was repulsed by the marquis de Castries. It was in Uiia 
campaign that uie chevalier d'Assas, whilst m advance of his 
regiment, fell alone in on ambuscade. "If you speak a word, 
you die," cried the enemy, whose success depended upon being 
yet undiscovered. "To aid! here is the enemy, Auvergne, ' 
cried the gallant young officer, calling and warning his regi- 
ment, whikt he received his death^hot on the instant for his 
heroism. 

The struggle of the rival nations for superiority in the East 
Indies was this year decided. Count Lally, the Irish officer to 
whom the victory of Fontenoy was chiefly owing, had suc- 
ceeded to the command as well as to the activity and talents 
of Dupleix. He had worsted and harassed the English, and 
had even laid siege to Madras. In Coole, who now com- 
manded the British, he Ibund a countryman and a triumphant 
rival. Lally was worsted in turn, aJid besieged in Pondi- 
cherry, which was taken in the early part of 1761. Lally 
was a zealous soldier, but an overbearing and despotic gov- 
ernor. His conduct excited powerfiil enmity. He cared not 
on whom his censure fell ; whether on the mmistry, Uie court, 
or the very countir for which he fought Accused of causing 
the losa of Pondiuierry, he repaired to Paris and laced his 
accusers. Committed to the Baatiie, pursued by the calumnies 
<^ the French India Company, and the populace who joined 
them, the unlbrtmiate Latly was condemned to lose his head. 
So mikch was his ferocious temper dreaded, that a gag waa 
placed m his mouth as he was led to execution. So iniquitous 
a judgment proves how unfit the parliament was to exercise 
even judicial functions, much less the legislative authority 
which it claimed. 

The due de Choiseul in the mean time sought iresh sup* 
port and was happy enough to secure it by aa alliance with 
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Spain. The present king of that country was Cliarles IIL, 
formerly known to us as that Don Carlos, to whom Naples 
was aiijudged. Betwixt him and France was concluded the 
femily compact, by which the houses of Bourbon promised 
mutual aid. It was an unfortunate act ibr Spain, whose 
colonies of Cuba and Manilla, with her ships of war and com- 
merce, fell at once into the hands of England. In short, had 
France or her government been bribed to enrich and afford 
triumphs to Great Brita.ii), she coulii scarcely have adopted 
other measures, or persisted in policy more pernicious. She 
now lost Guadaloupe and Martinique, every colony almost and 
foot of earth beyond her continental realm. Even Belleisle 
on her own coast was captured. When one country had 
naught left to lose, and the other little to win, the overthrow 
of Pitt, and the rise of lord Bute's influence, consequent upon 
the death of George II. and the accession of his grandson, 
opened the way for peace. It was signed at Paris in Februaiy, 
1763. France ceded Canada and Cape Breton. The Missis- 
sippi was declared to be the boundary betwixt the colonies of 
the respective nations; New-Orleans, however, on its. left 
bank, adherbs to Louisiana. In India, property and territraies 
were restorea to their ancient limits ; but the French were to 
Eend thither no more troops. Guadaloupe and Martinique 
were restored ; Grenada kept hy the British, who at the same 
time appropriated St. Vincent's, Dominica, and Tobago. Sene- 
gal was also ceded to them, and Minorca restored. The demo- 
lition of the part of Dunkirk was to be completed, and an 
English commissioner to oversee the execution of this article. 
Peace could scarcely have been rendered more disgraceful to 
France, and" yet she signed it, so pusillanimous was her gov- 
ernment, so exhausted her finances, so spiritless and disor- 
ganized were her armies. The nation, proudly susceptible, 
deeply felt the humiliation. They attributed it not to their 
own want of courage or talent, or resources, but to the im- 
becility of their government, and fundamentally to the vice 
of its constitution. Whatever of loyalty, or of ancient attach- 
ment to despotic rule, still lin^red in uie country, evaporated 
with the national houOT on witnessing this disgracefiil treaty. 
As religion had lost its hokl over French minds by the absurd 
conduct and misrule of its chiet; so did royalty. Both ffell as 
much from mismanagement as from the arguments or attacks 
of enemies. Facts and not words produce ultimate effects, 
and decide the opinions of the many; and governments, likt 
iridividuals, gain solidity and general esteem, much more hj 
their achievements and fortunes, than by the pleas of birth 
right or good ii " ' ' 
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Almost simultaneouBly with tliis treaty of Pa e, that be- 
twixt Austria and Prussia was signed at Habertburg. Frede- 
rick still hold the much^contested Silesia. Far more than a 
million of men had been sacriliced in vain. The fronlier be- 
twixt Austria and Prussia remained the same. Maria Theresa 
had reaped less advantage from the alliance of France than 
die formerly found in the friendship of Enniand. The glorj 
of the war chiefly remained with Frederick, who, through an 
unexampled course of victories and reverses, still preserved 
the character of great. Perhaps the most astonishmg reflec- 
tion Is, tJiat the Prussian monarch ruled over not more than 
four millions of subjects, a population that constitutes but s 
very secondary state. . Yet out of this he raised armies and 
fitnda to combat at once Frai\ce, Germany, Poland, and Russia. 
Bonaparte eflected wonders with ample means ; but when re- 
ducod to play the forlorn game of Frederick against united 
Europe, the great French captain fell, the Prussian lived and 
died a king. 

Althou^ lost in the noise and events of foreign war, tho 
under-plot of domestic politics, the struggle betwixt the 
Jesuits and high-churchmen on the one side, and tlie parlia- 
ment, the men of letters and the public voice on the other, 
was continued with unabated inveteracy. The sovereign 
interfered irom time to time in these disputes, through the 
influence of La Pompadour, who from her life and station, oa 
well as from her liberality, was opposed to the church party 
and the douphin. The clergy were censured, and the prelates 
exiled. The opposition of the parliament, however, against 
papal and sacerdotal usurpation, was confounded with that 
which it otFered to taxes and fiscal edicts; and when this 
latter species of ftowardness became tronblesome, the court 
was compelled to punish the magistrates, and give an appa- 
rent trium{A to the high church. Historians have not sufli- 
ciently explained and dwelt upon the general resistance of the 
magistracy to Louis XV., and which, not confined to the capi- 
tal, but spread alt over France, amounted almost to rebellion. 
This resistance was most considerable in the pas d'elats, or 
those provinces which had preserved the privilege of holding 
provirwaal assemblies or states, for there the parliajaent could 
with greater plausibility uphold their principle of represent- 
ing in their own body the commons, or Hera ital. A letter of 
De Sevigne fiilly describes what a mere ceremony the assem- 
bly of the states of Britany was in the reign of Louis XIV, 
Yet now we find them affecting all the rights of a representa- 
tive body ; the Breton parliament claiming the same right* 
during the recess of the state. Languedoc was equally boH 
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liqually froward. In ehorl, tliere was a near approach made 
to a federal system in France during ihe latter years of 
Louis XV. 

This menaced encroachment of the parliaments upon the 
sovereign power was interrupted, in the first place, by the 
minister Choiseul, wiio took the part of the legists, and who 
adr<atly made them desist from such pretensions by allowing 
thera a complete triumph over their immediate enemies, the 
clergy. The due de Choiseul was an exception to Ihe long 
succession of ministerial mediocriiy. Extremely "fflyi Ills 
conversatbn and address soon removed the disagreei^e im- 
predion made by his appearance. Though bred in diplomacy, 
he was vivacious, quick-spirited, stnHig-^illed, and impetuous; 
captivating by a frank straight-fbrwani manner. He had tlie 
boldness, the nationality, the independence, of the first Pitt 
[n the open stru^les and on the public stage of a represent- 
ative government, be would have still more resembled that 
great statesman ; but at a despotic court, supremely governed 
by tlie monarch's mistress, taleats for intrigue necessarily 
filled the place of eloquence, and suppleness that of honesty. 
Such was the minister. 

The Jesuits, instituted to support sacerdotal authority, 
proved the principal cause of its overthrow. Their ambitbn, 
their corporate spirit, excited fear and envy; their corruption 
of morality's plainest principles made them unpopular ; and, 
finally, their effiffts to master the thrraie excited a league of 
sovereign princsa against them, which now produced their 
complete deutruction. In their peril they clung around the 
church; any Uow directed against them, especially those 
which ridicule aimed, fell upon it. Religion was at once sul- 
lied by their alliance, and weakened by their felL 

Their attempt was, in tact, to recover the ascendency 
which general ^orance had allowed to the priesthood of the 
middle ages. Some of the nobility enterl^ned from time to 
time similar projects in fevor oC their order ; the Jesuits not 
only conceived hut realized their project. Masters of educa- 
tion and of the confessional, their plan was profoundly laid ftr 
universed sway over opinion. In this resuscitated attempt to 
gain ascendency, the priesthood found tlie same enenyes and 
opponents whidi had overthrown them in the fourteoith cen- 
(ury- The legists, who then stood forth as champions of the 
royal authority, now battled for k as well as for popular 
rights. In Portugal, where Ihe reign of the Jesuits seemed 
most assured, it was a lawyer, the marquis de Pombal, who. 
airived at the ministry, undermined and destroyed the order. 
Divers circumstances reinibrcne- the hatred of the judicial 
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body towards the Jesuits and their power over then , produced 
tlie same catastrophe in France. Not content wifli ruling 
Europe as tutors and confessors, and using' largely that exemp- 
tion not onl^ from monki^ but ecclesiastical rules, which 
forbid lucrative professions to the priesthood, ftlher La Va- 
lette, a Jesuit, set up a mercantile establishment in the West 
Indies, supporting it by the funds of a misaon for prcmagatmg 
Christianity. This commercial houseof the Jesuits flourished 
for some time, until the capture of vessels by the Eng-lish, 
and other efiects of the war, ruined it, and left it bankrupt. 
The brothers Lionel of Marseilles, being creditors to a large 
amount, and becoming themselves almost bankrupt by the loss, 
sued not only fether la Valette, but the order itself of the 
Jesuits. The society denied that they were liable for the 
debts of their mercantile brother. The judges of the French 
tribunals decreed that they were, and condemned them to 
pay the debt. The parliament having in this alfair found 
their arch-enemies in the grasp of the law, and on grounds 
that could not be disputed, resolved to make the most of the 
opportunity. They forced from tha plaintiffs a copy of the 
secret rules of their order, it being on those secret rules that 
they pleaded exemption from the debts of Isa, Valette. These 
rules formed a subject of new inculpation. The most emi- 
nent of the rising legists drew up reports on the tendency 
and illega.lity of such societies, la Chaletais, especially, 
attorney-general of the jaxivince of Britany, distinguished 
himself by the talent and virulence of his report. A judgment 
of the parliament of Paris deprived the Jesuits first of the 
liberty of teaching, or of receiving new proselytes. Great 
efforts were made to shake Louis XV., and deprive the min- 
istry of his support. The dauphm, the pope, the cardinal of 
Lorraine, exerted themselves to this effect But the due de 
Choiseul, supported by madame de Pompadour, succeeded in 
carrying his point The order of the Jesuits was abolished 
in 1764, and its members banished the kingdom. 

There was a sad and unfortunate similarity in the positionH 
of Louis XV. and of Louis XIV. in the latter part of their 
respective reigns. BotJi, unsuccessful in their wars, had been 
reduced to a disgraceful peace : both to this great cause of 
unpopularity joined a secluded and dissolute life ; for madame 
de Maintenon, in the eyes of the people, could never be other 
than a royal mistress. The same splendor, the same misery, 
profusion in expense, poverty in finances, marked the conclu- 
sion of either reign. Both monarcfis were doomed to see 
their children perish by an unaccountable decay, and to have 
the prospect of their crowns felling on the head of an infant 

n.— 13 
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The dauphin now died ; and the dauphiness did not Eurvive. 
Tlie people murmured to behold tlie pious and the young 
eairied otF, whilst tiie aged and licentious monarcli survived. 
Suspicions of poieon ami foul {ilay circulated. That horrid 
credulity, which loads royalty with every crime, then became 
prevalent in IVance : it soon swelled into a fiital prejudice, 
for from being eradicated at this day. The queen followed 
her son to the grave. Madame de Pompadour expired in the 
royal palace, preserving 'her influence, like Richelieu, even 
on the bed of death. Louis XV. wae thus bereft: yet he bore 
each succeffiive blow with apathy, except, indeed, the loss of 
his queen, whose pious, affectionate, and unrepining nature 
touched Mm. Some of his courtiers hoped to see a reforma- 
tion in the monarch's life brought about by this event ; but his 
remorse waa shortlived. His old habits of dissipation were 
resumed. 

The Jesuits being now swept from the scene, the legists 
turned their ftowardness against the court. They seemed, 
indeed, to have lost, in the ebriely of triumph, that ancient 
sense of justice and of prudence that had never till now alto- 
gether forsaken the magistracy. . Three ftmous processes of 
this epoch occurred, to show how essentially illiberal and per- 
nicious is the spirit of any corporate body. They destroyed 
the parliament in the public opinion ; set men of letters, and 
every friend of toleration, in array aguinst them ; and fully 
proved the unfitness of a judicial body for political functions, 
which, implicating it in the opinions of party, necessarily 
trouble the source of justice. In the first of these trials. Galas, 
an unfortunate Protestant, was condemned by the parliament 
of Toulouse to be put to the rack for the supposed murder of 
his son. The youtti had been insane, and committed suicide. 
His Catholic neighbiws whispered that the unfortunate bo^ 
had meditated recantation, and that his father, to prevent hts 
forsaking Proleslantism, had strangled him. The 'bigot mob 
greedily received and propagated the report; the not less 
bigoted magistrates hearkened to it; and although CaJas 
could have proved that he made an ample allowance lo an- 
other son, who had embraced Catholicism, the parliament of 
Toulouse set aside his proofs, and condemned the parent to 
perish on the rack. The goods of his iamily were forfeited, 
and they themselves exiled. They took refuge in Geneva, 
Voltaire, then at Femey, heard their story and it kmdied all 
Ills indignation. The poet called forth all his activity, his 
genius, and his hatred against the priesthood to a\ enge the 
murder of Calas, and to reinstate his memory In this he 
succeeded. The parliament nf ""oulouse waa overwhcimed 
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with Aame, and with the public iniiignation; the iiagistrate 

who hiid most influenced the sentence was driven into mad- 



The execution of La Barre, some time after, came to cor- 
roborate the assertions of the lettered, who ^claimed that 
the leasts liad succeeded to all the bigotry of the Jesuits, A 
wooden cross on the bridge of Abbeville was broken down 
in the night. A very vague suspiciwi rested upon La Barre 
and another youth. Their gay and dissipated lives seemed 
the only proof It was sufficient, however. The magistrates 
were irritated against the ^wing impiety of the aee ; and, 
in their not illaudabie desire to Etriie an example, were 
criminally precipitate. La Barre was condemned and exe- 
cuted; but as no sufficient proof sanctioned the verdict, al! 
the odium, not only of sacrilege, but of murder, fell on the 
tribunals. 

In completion of these two flacrant instances of injustice, 
came tlie condemnation and deatli of Lally; who was sacri- 
ficed not indeed to bigotry, but to ministerial influence. His 
innocence of the principal charges of treason and corruption 
was BO clear, that shame, in a very short space, reversed the 
verdict of condemnation; but I^ly had, meanwhile, suffered 
a disgraceful death. 

The due de Choiseul, in the mean time, though unequal to 
the task of restoring the declining monarchy to health, kept 
up, nevertheless, its pride, and made it wear an appearance 
of vigor. He had the boldness to conquer Corsica, and, by 
so doing, provoke a war with England. He was fortunate, 
too, in finding the vulnerable part of that great rival of his 
countiy. The American colonies began at that time to raise 
the voice of discontent. Choiseul, by feir words and emissa- 
ries, did his utmost to foment a spirit so menacing to Great 
Britain. No triumph couM be so grateful to France as to see 
the power which iiad despoiled her of al! her colonies, lose 
in turn the most important of her own. At the game time 
that the PVench minister, with a policy of which the patriot- 
ism covered the bad feith, was preparing to support the Anglo- 
Americans in opposition to their mother-country, his diplo- 
matic agents were using exertions in the east of Europe to 
uphold the independence of Poland against the domination 
of Russia, When the indignant Poles rose in arms against 
the -tunbition of tlie httter country, a body of French froops, 
imder the afterwaids celebrated Dumourier, marched to the 
aid of the confederates of Cracow. The number of these 
auiiliaries was indeed inconsiderable ; but Choiseu , irom old 
and oersona! connexions, being assured of the aUiance ol' 
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Austria, Poland was for the moment, sufficiently protected. 
Nor, if Choiseul had remained in power, could the partition 
of that kingdom, so diggraceful (o France and tu Europe, liave 
taken place. 

The confidence of Louis XV. in his minister, was iirst 
shaken by the accession of anew Biiatress: this was madcmoi- 
elle laiige, a creature found by the king's valet in one of 
flie low haunts of Parisian delmuchery. Introduced to the 
voluptuous monarch, her vile perfections laseinated him ; and 
stmght the nobles hostile to Choiseul paid the most assiduous 
court to her, and sought, by the sacrifice of all decorum and 
dignity in her favor, to raise for themselves a partisan against 
the mmister. The due de Kichelieu, and the due d'Aiguillon 
his relative, were at the head of this intrigue, in which the 
old Jesuit or high-church party joined. Choiseul might still 
haijf held his ascendency, could he have stooped to flatter the 
new favorite, who, by a mock marriage with some ruined 
rake of noble birth, had become countess du Barry. The 
duke, however, was tise first of French ministers who relied 
on popularity for support r he enjoyed the esteem of the par- 
liaments, and the approbation of men of letters, whilst the 
public voice hailed the spirit of patriotism that defied Eng- 
land and sheltered unhappy Poland, Choiseul would not de- 
grade his character by stoopmg to such a creature as madame 
du Barry : he sought in the eageness of policy, a counter- 
poise to her influence. He knit closer the bonds of tilliance 



empress. Yet even here the fevor of the mistress showed 
itself predominant. The first society in which the innocent 
and lovely dauphiness fbimd herself at the court of France, 
contained, among other guests, the infamous du Barry. This 
wedding, attended by some melancholy events, that seem to 
us prophetic of disaster, such as the dreadful crowd to the 
Rue Riyale to witness the fire-works, in which upwards of 
fifly people were crushed to death, took place in May, 1770. 
In a few months after, Choiseul ceased to be minister. 

His rival and successor was the due d'Aiguillon, who boaaU 
ed that cardinal Richelieu had been his grand-uncle. The 
duke bad all the harshness, the imperious temper and tenden- 
laes, of his great relative. In his government of Britany, to 
which his -political career had hitherto been limited, he had 
distinguished himself as the foe of parliament and parliament- 
ary rights, as well of all that favored the popular cause. He 
h^ been engaged in fierce quarrels with the states of that 
provtoce, where he found a powerful enemy in La Chalota's, 
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the famous accuser of the Jesuits. La Chalotais was exiled 
by the duke's influence. In short, D'Aiguillon prenented hira- 
self as the leader of the high-church, anti-pari lament, anti- 
popular, and, moreover, anti-Auslrian party: in his wake 
followed Maupeon the chancellor, and the abbe Terray, min- 
ister of finance. These declaimed against the bold, or, as 
hey called it, the mad policyof Choiseul, who was meditating 
the resuscitation of the msjitirae power of France ajid Spain 
and a war with Engiand, on the one hand, whilst on Ihe other 
Duraourier was, hy his orders, organizing the means of resist- 
ing Russian inflaence in Poland. Maupeon presented madamo 
du Barry with a celebrated picture of Charles I. by Vandyke: 
she suspended it in her boudoir, in order to strike the eye oF 
Louis XV. : it caught his attention. " Ha, io France," ex- 
claimed she, (such was the femiliar name she gave to the 
monarch,) " look at that picture : if you continue to support 
Choiseul and the parliament that is in his interests, they will 
cut off your head, as the parliament of England did that of 
Charles." Importunity, it may be supposed, and the influence 
of a woman over her weak admirer, had more effect than 
such absurd arguments as these in convincing Louis, and in 
wringing from him the disgrace of his minister. The due 
de Choiseul was at length exiled to his country-seat at Chau- 
(eloupe. His retreat was a trlumj^: the public acclamation, 
the verses of poets, and the visits of seven-eighths of the 
noblesse, accompanied the minister as he retired ; whilst VeN 
Belles remained a desert, abandoned t« Louis, his vile fevorite, 
ojid her mean adulators. 

The time was past when a monarch could disgrace his 
minister with impunity. The parliaments stood up, as might 
the majority of a representative ateembly, against the court. 
The imprudence of the latter oflTered to it ample means. The 

Juarrel, or process, as it had now become, between the due 
^AiguUIon and the parliament of Britany, had teen brought 
before the parliament of Paris : the king sought to clear the 
duke of all stain ere he elevated him to the post of prime 
minister ; whilst D'Aiguillon himself^ and Maupeon, in their 
hatred of the judicial body and of Choiseul, then but on the 
eve of dismissal, were anxious that the parliament should pro- 
ceed to extremities, and give the monarch a specimen of their 
intemperance. For this purpose Louis was made to assist at 
their debates. True to Choiseul and to their political creed, 
the parliament declared the due d'Aiguillon not exculpated, 
but on .the contrary, stained by the accusation brought agamSt 
him. The fell of his rival and his own advancement followed, 
IS if to brave tliis decree; and a bed of justice soon after 
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reprimanded the patlianient for ita frowardneaa, and for en- 
deavoring to form a political union, under the name of crosses, 
with the Eeventeen provincial parliaments throughout tlie 
kingdom. The policy of Choiseu! in these matters is not to 
be mistaken. The object of his emulation was Pitt : him the 
French minister rivalled and imitated, not only in his hold 
nd patriotic schemea for advancing the glory and dominbn 
rf the kingdom, but also in his supporting himself on popu- 
arity, and oh the majority of a representative assembly. 
Choiseul's house of commons was the French parliament : he 
endeavored to make use of it as a counterpoise to the capri 
cious whims of the king, the high-church party, and the mis 
tress. Such policy was, however, in the duke not profound, 
it proceeded from no deep and militated plan of altering the 
constitution of the country. If he renewed the scheme and 
revived the ideas of the legists of the Fronde, it was unwit- 
tingly ; he Jeaned on the parliament as a temporaiy support ; 
an^ in common with the statesmen of his time, he little 
uuderstood the machinery of a limited government. 

A decree of the king's counsel, in the mean time, reversed 
tte judicial verdict of the parliament condemning D'Aiguillon. 
The sentence was even erased and torn from the registers of 
the palace. The inculpated minister kept his place, and sat 
as a peer m the body of parliament, which, though it had sus- 
pended ita functions as n court of justice, pretending itself 
dishonored by the royal edict of reprobation, still assembled 
to discuss the public interests, the new corn-law, and other 
affairs of state. This interruption of all Jaw pleadings, this 
kind of tivil interdict, wielded by the legists m imitation of 
their ancient rivals, tiie ecclesiastical power, was seriously 
felt throughout the kingdom. It was the signal of discontent ; 
a measure so extreme, that hitherto no minister since Riche- 
lieu had been bold enough to resist it But the magistracy, 
however supported by the popular voice on the present occa- 
sion, had lost much of their ancient influence; and drapite 
of all the importance attributed to them by the iate minister, 
sad despite their being made a screen and a bulwark by his 
party, the parliament had nevertheless fallen considerably into 
the same disrepute with all privileged classes and constituted 
' ulhorities. Hence Maupeau and D'Aiguillon were able to 
rush the body with impunity, Choiseul had been dismissed 
n the 34th of Decemlwr, 1770. On the 20th of the following 
month, and in the night, each member of the parliament was 
surprised in his bed by two mousquetaiTes, who presented a 
written promise to resume their functions. To this a signa- 
ture of yes or no was compelled. No was the general reply 
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Some in their surprise signed in tjie ailirmative ; but no Eoonet 
had the parliament assembled in the morning aiter this act of 
authority, than, the whde body unanimoudy declared their 
determination not to obey. The following night, in conse' 
quence, brought another visit from the moiisquelaiTes, who 
now wgnified to each member, that he waa degraded from his 
office, and the parliament broken and cancelled. A decree oi 
exile was at the same time put in foice agtunst the entire 
body, which was disperaed in different remote parts of thn 
kingdom. 

To appoint new courts of justice, and to find chiefe, was 
now the task of MauperaL He declared that such offices 
should be no longer vHial ; be destroyed the overgrown juris- 
diction of the capital, by the establishment of inferior and 
provincial courts t promised a new code of law, more in har- 
mony than feudal traditions and imperial canrate, with the 
intellectual eivilizati<ai of the day. In short, the chancellor 
made every effort to bring round the public voice, and that lA 
men of lettera, to the new ministry. His endeavors, aided by 
threats wid fwce, siioeeeded in weaning attachment from the 
exiled parliament, but could procure none tor himself. The 
hopes of the French began to turn in ancther direction, and 
to look toi amelioratiiHi in a change more radical, and in an 
assembly that would be (zuly national. The states-general 
became already die silent wi^ of all men possessed of Oiought 
or of political ideas.* 

The noblesse akiae seemed <mi this occasion to make com- 
mon cause with the parliament, with whom they were united 
in the court of peers, lArogated by the late act of authority. 
All re&sed to attend the ted of justice held by Louis XV. to 
open and sancticm his new judicial court The prince of 
Conde, his son rf Bourbon, and the prince Conti were exiled 
in consequence, as well as tiie duke of Orleans, and his son, 
the due de Chartres. This last personage was afterwards the 
famous Phi!^) Egalitu. He was now tl^ zealous of^onent of 
the court, and partisan of parUamente. 

Reyally was thus triumphant over both these bodies, the 
Jesuits and the legists, whose quarrel had occupied public 
attention, and Iw balancing which the court had hitherto kejA 
itself diielded Bom the weight or the serious attacks of uj 
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of his power; and henceforth we shall fiiid all classes cod 
founded, advaaciog together, nnd making common cause 
against the monarchy. 

Had a successful, a glorious, or patriotic ministry broken 
the parliamenta, they most probahly would never have re- 
covered their power ; but the incapacity of the due d'Ai^il- 
lon, and the blunders of the abbe Terray, soon nullified all Uieir 
acts. The latter had however a difiicult task. He was finance 
minister, and obliged to meet an annual expense of 400 mil- 
lions of livres with a revenue far bferior. This deficit was 
increased by an undertaking to repay the price of their places 
to such members of tiic exiled parliament as would submit 
To meet this, and to cover the profusion of madame du Barry, 
Terray increased the taille, or tax upon the peasantry, and 
this at a time of such general distress, that politicians ex- 
claimed against the surplus of the population. In addition to 
this, the abbe ventured on the simple expedient of a partial 
bankruptcy. By a stroke of his pen, he reduced the interest 
of the public debt by one half 

The partition of Poland, however, was what principally set 
the sail of imbecility and disgrace on the mmislry of the due 
d'Aiguillon. Russia, with overwhelming power, still pressed 
on tliat unfortunate country, usurping the rights of a king 
whom she had placed on ils throne ; her armies occupied the 
country, merely opposed by a patriotic but weak confederation 
of Poles. Dumourier had supported these. Viomenil suc- 
ceeded to him, and kept up the character of French gene- 
rosity and valor. But Austria no longer maintained her 
(Hendship and connexions with Choiseul, and was no longer 
opposed to the views of Russia. Prussia joined in the schemes; 
iuid whilst Louis XV. was slumbering in the arms of du Barry, 
and his minister d'Aiguillon employed in imprisoning the 
adherents of the parliament, the ancient kingdom of Poland 
was dismembered and almost blotted from the map of Europe. 

In the midst of this decay and disgrace of his kingdom, 
Louis XV. was stricken wiui a mortal malady: it was tiie 
small-pox. Considering his age and free life, there were few 
hopes, from the first, of his recovery. The bedside of the 
dymg monarch fVom 'thence became the scene of the most 
dhgraceful quarrels and intrio;ues. The Choiseul party urged 
the necessity of chasing maMme du Barry from court with 
disgrace; and loudly argued, that Beaumont, archbishop of 
Paris, should refuse the sacraments to the dying monarch, if 
this sacrifice was not made to decorum and pie'y; but the 
archbishop, who had so oft refiised the consolations of the 
church and tlie ceremony of burial to u refractorv Jansenist, 
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would not l>e severe with niadame du Barry, who, however 
base, liad humbled Clioiseul and tlie parliament, the great 
enemies of the high church. The mistrees, therefore, was 
allowed to retire without scandal or public disgrace. Louis, 
attended with the most exemplary aflection by his daughters, 
expired on the 10th of May, 1774. 

Etiquette required that tiie body should be embalmed. But 
already in a state of putre&ction, no ^irgeon could be tbund 
to undertake the office; nor could a courtier be induced to 
oversee the last duties paid to the monarch. His remains 
were huddled into their last abode by the workmen of the 
chMeau : spirits of wine were poured on Ihem ; and in this 
state they were abandoned, till conveyed to SL Denis. The 
dauphin was with Marie Antoinette, awaiting tidings of his 
toyal grandsire's iate. A noise, like thunder, was heard sud- 
denly in their antechamber. " It was that of the courtiers," 
Bays madame Campan, " who had deserted the apartments of 
the deceased monarch, to do homage to the new power of 
Louis XVI." Tlie first act of this prince and of his queen, 
was to flmg themselves upon their knees, and exclaim, " My 
God ! guide ub, protect us; we are too young to rejgn." 



CHAP. IX. 
1774^1789. 



P^a the commencement of this history, care has been 
taken to bring into view, at intervals, those natural and 
marked divisions of society which share and dispute political 
influence. Of these, for several centuries, three alone have 
preserved ascendency ; and each of the three may be said to 
have obtained this, as representing one of the groat elements 
of power; royalty represented birth or hereditary right; the 
Doblesse, property or wealth; the jH'iesthood, intellect. Mova- 
ble or commercial property, as possessors of which the de- 
mocracy pretended to municipal and political rights, was too 
msignificBnt in feudal times to be allowed as a fit plea or basia 
fiiT such. Democracy was humble and enslaved. Tf^g king 
Knd superior classes, founding Iheir claims on tradition, cante 
to consider them as irrefragable, and increased each in the 
pride and tenacity with which they held to power, at the very 
time when thj original source and prmciple of that power waa 
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departing from them. The noblesse in feet were losing fast 
the preponderance of wealth : the clergy had lost the monop- 
oly of intellect : and yet, in ri^t of these privileges, they 
ofiended the imtuial dignity of man in the ignoble, by the 
marked and invidious distinction that reigned between the 
castes ; whilst the high clergy denied that intellectual free- 
dom which is dearer than even personal liberty to an enlight- 
ened nation. It was hence against the two privileged orders, 
more than against the crown, that the popular odium was 
l^ally turned. 

To this description of the upper and enlightened classes 
must be added that of the lower orders : they hafl been brought 
to a state of extreme indigence and sufiering. A country like 
Prance, bo richly endowed as to suffice for its own luxurious as 
well as necessary wants, is but late and feebly driven to seek 
the advantages of Ibreign commerce, to which poorer coun- 
tries are forcibly impelled. A despotic government proved a 
Btil! greater obstacle : in the interior of the country it per- 
petuated the commercial barrier between province and prov- 
mce, whilst the grasping hand of the financier seized wealtli 
wherever it became manifest, and thus checked all spirit and 
improvement Hence trade and manufactures existed but in 
an in&nt and undeveloped stale. The peasant population had 
now reached the limits that the national agriculture could 
employ or could feed, and distress was the consequence. 
Aldiough not twenty millions covered in indigence tJie soil 
which now supports thirty millions in prosperity, the popuk- 
tion was declared to be too great. A generation of the poor 
sprung- up, which, homeless and unemployed, felt itself re- 
leased trom that feudal tie which hitherto bound the peasant 
to the proprietor : these crowded into towns, or remained list- 
lessly and idly vegetating in their native place, until the 
sounds of commotion and the hopes of plunder came to call 
them, as ready volunteers, into the ranks and the cause of 
sedition. 

Such is the true nature of that denuded and wretched state 
of the lower orders of the French, which afterwards added 
the ferocity of (amine to the horrors of a revolution, which 
promised, if ever revolution promised, to he &ir, moderate, 
and even gay. In the last years of Iiouis XV.'s reign, scan- 
dalous as was the court, disgracefiil as was its policy, and 
cruel Mid unjust its administration, the public of the capital 
showed its censures more by epigram and jeu Xesprit than 
by indignation. When the abbe Terray defrauded the public 
creditor by a partial bankruptcy, what would have raised a 
rebellion m any capital of Europe, Omstantinople scarcely 
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ejtcepted, excited but witticisms in Paris. "Terray is a 
spoiled child," said the cheated Parisians; "ho puts liis 
fingers into every one's pocliet." 

Louis XVL was twenty years of age at his accession to the 
throne. His fether, the devout dauphin, had intrusted hia 
education to the due de la Vauguyon, a noble of rigid and 
ascetic piety. This man bred up the future heir to the throne 
of France as if he were destined to be a monk ; and look care 
to render him not only scrupulously ignorant of all polite 
learning, but even of history and the science of government 



« diffident, that his eyes often stounk ftom the regard of his 
meanest subject; with all this, he had been inspired with 
Buch a religious horror of carnal affecljons, that he remained 
for many years on no closer terms than those of mere poliCe- 
iiess with his young and lovely queen. Such was the charac- 
ter of the new sovereign, called to administer the realm at the 
most critical period of its history. 

The first important step was the choice of a minister. The 
due d'Aiguillon, as the ally of the prostitute Du Barry, was 
of course set aside. Choiseul had hopes, which were sup- 
ported by the favor of Austria, and, consequently, of the 
young queen; but there remained too strong a prejudice in 
the mind of Louie against the minister who had humbled the 
high church. The dauphm, fether to the monarch, had left 
a note containing his opinion of political characters : in this, 
the comie de Maurepas was characterized as strongly attach- 
ed to th(«e true political principles that la Pompadour had 
forsaken and oppiied ; in other words, he was the enemy of 
Choiseul and ofthe Austrian alliance. This suited the church 
party, and Maurepas, who was, moreover, the uncle of D'Ai- 
guillon, was sent for to assume the place of minister. 

The comte de Maurepas was an aged, experienced, cunning 
man of the world, somewhat resembling the prince Talley- 
rand of later days, unrivalled in address, in epigram, and per- 
siflage. He had been exiled to his countiy-seat at Bourges, 
where fbur-and-twenty years' retirement had not weaned him 
from public interests. He had learned much in that time, and 
was too enlightened not to have progressed with his age. 
Hence the high church found Maurepas not what he had been 
or what they expected: he had corresponded with men of 
letters, was a friend of the Encyclopedists, and, in short, ap- 
proached in principle much more near to Choiseul than to 
D'Aiguillon. This became manifest in filling up the places 
of the ministry: the count de Veigennes, the ambassador 
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who at Ctinstantinople had seconded the views of Choiseir 
against Russia, was recalled to preside over the foreign de- 
partment. Tlie liated Maupeon and Terray were both dis- 
carded. Turgot, the friend of the economists, the stalssman 
vaunted by the philosophers, replaced the latter ; his name 
was ft pledge of reliirm and amelioration. The first act of 
the new government was to dismiss the parliament of Mau 
peon, and re-establisli the ancient judges and courts which had 
been dissolved by Louis XV. 

The whole policy of the new government seemed to be 
that of conciliating public opinion; but, unfortunately, this 
opinion was not sufficiently general, enlightened, or united, to 
lead the monarch into the path of his own and the nation's 
safety. Turgot announced his financial plans and projects of 
reform. The principal of these were to do away with coruees 
and such taxes as weighed exclusively on the people, estab- 
lishing a territorial impost, that would be borne equally by all 
classes of society, nobility and cler^ not excluded. But these 
privileged orders, instead of deemuw themselves called on to 
make sacrifices to the state, thought, on the contrary, that 
they were unjustly oppressed. Unfortunately the traditions 
af royalty, of aristocracy, and of the church, showed each 
possessed of parainount and almost sovereign authority. Each 
cherished the past, and looked there for its right and rule of 
conduct rather than in reason and in the present nature and 
condition of things. Neither could thus he induced to make 
sacrifices. Noblesse and clergy, the parties of Ciioiseul and 
d'Aiguilton, united against the audacious innovator Turgot, 
who pretended, that the privileged classw should support, 
according to their means, tlie burdens of the state. What is 
more astonishing, the parliament or legists united with these 
orders; they, too, saw danger in innovation; and tlius the 
monarch's ministry, in its attempt to relieve the people and 
middling class, and in its attempt to introduce a necessary 
reform in government, was marred and checked and flung 
aback into the ancient and pernicious courses of absolute 
monarchy. Who were to blame in this? The aristocracy, 
the clergy, the parliament Never did blindness and selfish- 
ness combine more grossly, or more deservedly merit tlie ruin 
and the puni^ment which Ihey afterwards incurred. They 
were cuipable. The crown was unwise. Accustomed to hold 
the balance betwixt these three parties, it knew of no other in 
the nation, of which the great body could then have saved it, 
as the commons centuries back had preserved royalty from the 
predominance of the feudal lords. Had Louis now summoned 
the states-general, they would have been grateful for their 
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eiisteBce and for the influence which they afterwards wrested 
from t!ie monarch. At this time, not only was the monarch 
beloved, but his queen was still uacidumniated, and had not 
yet been made to lose the affectbns of the people by the base 
slander of envious courtiers. But neither Maurepas, nor 
Louis, had the coura^ to rely on the popular mass. The 
tales-general were still the hu^bear tMt they had been for 
enturiea; and the sovereign, rather than recur to this, his 
only support, the only body that could give him funds, and 
confidence, and stability, remained leaning alternately on the 
frail prop of mere court parties, sharing and bringing upon 
himself all the odium and contempt which the ignorance, the 
selfishness, and the empty pride of such counsellors earned 
frmn the public voice. 

Turgot fell before this opposition of the privileged orders. 
Malesherbes, his friend and brother minister, who, as a legist 
of high clmracter, and aa a statesman not stained with the 
accusation of being a philosopher and a theorist, mi^t be 
expected to have more influence in mastering the resistance 
of Uie parliament at least, fell also: both were successively 
dismissed. The unfortunate Marie Antoinette is accused of 
having influenced the king to get rid of them. Some of the 
courlJera might indeed have incited her to this act ; but tho 
blame rests not with her. Turgot and Malesherbes fell by the 
opposition of the noblesse and parliament, the latter then 
allowed to possess a legislative veto. They wore sacrificed 
not to the queen but to circumstances ; fiir of what use was 
their remaining in place, when neither tJieir plans could be 
eflected nor their counsels adopted ? 

Had, indeed, the monarch the good fortune to have met 
with a practica] statesman, a hand and head like those of 
Richelieu, devoted to the principles of Turgot, then the par- 
liament might fiave f)een again broken or reduced to its judi- 
cial functions, and the states might have been summoned to 
support the patriotic uitentions of the crown. But Turgot 
was not fit for such a task, and Maurepas soon shrunk from 
the prospect back into the party of tlie aristocracy. The ideas 
of the finance minister embraced a vast scheme of ameliora- 
tion. They were not limited to an equable and territorial tax, 
but contained a free municipal system, and an assembly of the 
deputies of the provinces to supersede the parliament in their 
functions of consenting to new imposts. An edict, issued to 
establish one of his principles, the free commerce of grain, 
unfortunately did not produce favorable results. The year 
being one of general scarcity, the want of corn was attriwited 
to the edict, and Turgot's theories lost a great part of thcii 
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influence. A Bedition brolte out in Paris, occasioned by ftmine. 
Similar soeuHB took place throughout the kingdom, occasioned 
Oy the indigence, the unfixed and suflering state, of the 
peasant popiSation, which has been described. The police, it 
seems, were not active to repress the tumult Turgot declared 
that it was excited, not by the effects of his edict, but by his 
enemies. Mam'epas represented this to the king as felse and 
pr^umptuous. That minister already began to be disgusted 
with the popular ally that overehadowrf him. This took 
place in 1775. In the followiiWf year, Turgot, who still held 
litB ground, caused six edicts to be presented to the parliament 
The chief oues ordered the abolition of the corvee as well as 
of certain monopolies and corporations. The parliament re- 
fused to register: the king overcame the opposition in a bed 
of justice ; but the clamors of the noblesse at court were too 
great for Louis to resist. " It is only monsieur Tui^t (tnd I 
who bve the people," said the monarch ; but the mimster waa 
nevertheless dismissed, and was followed in his retreat by 
Malesherbes. 

Turgot is reproached with havm^ been stiff, cold, and nn- 
courteous, as wanting that tact which all offices require, in 
which men are to be dealt with. . It required, certainly, great 
powers of address to reconcile the courtiers to innovation. An 
imitator of his, one who had caught up the mania for reform, 
was the cotmt de St Germain. He was created minfeter at 
war, and his first act was to reorganize the array. He intro- 
duced the Prussian discipline; and in his love of change 
broke up all the old regiments of household troops and mous- 
quetaires, and much duninished the body-guard. Such reduc- 
tions, however called for by economy, had tlie eflect of dis- 
gusting the noHesse, which exclusively composed those corps, 
witfi the very name of reform; and was one of the great 
causes that accelerated the revolution, by disorganizing the 
army, and leaving no force to resist or awe the insurrectionary 
movements of the populace. 

To Turgot succeeded Clugny m the department of finance. 
He re-established the corufc, to gratify those under whose 
ituspices he was elevated. He^ied in a few months, and was 
succeeded by Taboureau. Maurepas held still the place of 
prime minister, or rather that of favorite. Witliout principles 
or party, his sole object was to reign; and thus the true 
administrators of the government had to please not only a 
royal but a ministeriaT master. Those were stormy days, 
however, m which incapacity could not long hold the helm. 
Louis XVI. was himself impatient at the diiflcullies of the 
govern nent, and the feeble attempts of his ministry to sur- 
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mount them. Necker was recommended as a financier capa- 
ble of efecting wonders; and he was accordins-Iy appointed 
director of tlie treasury, subordinate to the comfilroller-gene- 
ral Taboureau. He was a Swiss; a man of commercial 
wealth; and of social eminence, from the intellectual society 
that he gathered round him as envoy from Geneva- He litui 
claims, too, as a writer : he had defended the estabhshment or 
resuscitatbn of the East India company against the sweeping 
condemnation of the economists. He W, with the same 
views, written against Turgot's doctrine of the free commerce 
of grain. His opinions formed a medium between the ex- 
tremes of the old and the new systems: and he, who c^u thus 
occupy middle ground between contending parties, bids a fiiir 
chance to bear away the palm of wisdom for a time. Necker 
was honest, and skilled in business ; these qualities formed bis 
merits as a financier. His pohtical knowledge was, however, 
as yet but narrow ; and he entered into the ministry, as his 
daughter informs us, without the least idea of the necessity 
of a political change in the form of government.. Prom 
Necker, in consequence, less was to he expected than from 
Turgot; and yet such is the confidence ever placed by the 
public in practical men, that Che man of commerce in the 
ministerial seat rallied around him infinitely more confidence 
and popularity than the profottnd and 53rstemattc politician had 
acquired. Necker's high commercial character was his re- 
commendation and support. Through it he procured loans 
on no exorbitant terms, and by this means relieved the dis- 
tresses of the treasury. These, however, were only tempo- 
rary expedients, such as Turgot had disdained, and to which 
that statesman declared that he would not stoop. What that 
bolder minister failed in procuring, viz. the diminution of ex- 
pense and increase of the revenue, Necker couid not and did 
not succeed in. Necker simply borrowed, and added yearly 
to the public burdens (a slate of war certainly proving his ex 
cuae) ; making fair promises of an excess of revenue, yet to 
accrue from an economy that the minister had not the power 
to enforce. 

Whilst the monarchy was thus scrambling on from expe- 
dient to expedient, a fresh quarrel broke out with England. 
The French public had always looked with satisfiiction on the 
resistance of the North American colonies of that country. 
Choiseul had entertained the project of declaring for them, 
and aiding them in the commencement of the struggle. 
D'Aiguillon, and after him Maurepas, had not the bol£iess 
requisite for such a stroke. Under the administration of the 
after, arms had been dispatched from France to the insur 
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gents. La Fayette and other officers had joined the cause of 
independency in America ; and latterly privateers, manned by 
natives of tit&t country, had been allowed lo be fitted out in 
French ports. Still Maurepae hesitated to brave England and 
embrace the American cause, until tidings of the surrender 
of Burgojne came to assure him that the colonies had ample 
means of reastance. Then, in the eleventh hour, the French 
ministry stepped forth from its hesitation, and concltided a 
treaty in February, 1778, acknowledging the independence 
of the United States. War between Prance and England was 
the necessary consequence. 

There is little variety or interest in the nimor -details of a 
naval war ; and the contest between the two countries was 
chiefly confined to the ocean. The first year somewhat dash- 
ed the high hopes of the British. The Frencli had the ad- 
vantage in several petty encounters; and in an action near 
Ushant, between the fleets under Keppel and D'Orvilliers, 
the victory remained, undecided. The young due de Chartres, 
soon after the duke of Orleans of the rewflution, fought, but 
did not distinguish himsel*; in this battle. In the year 17S9, 
the comte de Vergennes succeeded in realizing the old scheme 
of Choiseul, tn excite Spain to unite her maritime force with 
that ot France, in order to crush the naval superiority of 
England. The fleets of the two royal houses of Bou-bon 
rode tiiumphant in the Channel, insulted Plymouth, and men- 
aced an invasion ; but soon abandoning such audacious pro- 
jects, they resolved to strike an important blow by laying 
siege to Gibraltar, which Rodney, however, was able to 
revictual, afler defeating and capturing several sail of the 
Spanish line. 

The events of the war, in the mean, time, occupied the 
unquiet minds of the French people. The loans of Nccker 
supported the war ; and the government — for Necker, with 
the weight of affiiirs upon hmi, personally still held but a 
subordinate place — seemed inclined to repay him with little 
gratitude. Maurepas treated him with the proud airs of a 
superior, and was not the less jealous of the finance minis- 
ters talents and influence. Necker had dared to complain 
to the king of the insufficiency and profusion of M. de Sar- 
tinis, minister of marine, and even ventured to propose the 
mareschal de Castries fiir his successor. To this offensive act 
of independence he added an unpardonable breach of minis- 
terml etiquette, in publishing the Compfe itenda, or statement 
of revenue and expenditure. Publicity was the requisite, the 
indispen sable, support of that credit, which was Necker's only 
" carrying on the government- The necessitT 
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was not tiiken u.to consideration, but the novelty was regard- 
ed as dangerous and treasonable. The noblesse, the courtiers, 
joined in the clamor against the rigid minister, who checked 
the wonted liberalities of the king, and who threatened the 
reform of pension and private gratuity. The usual mode of 
court vengeance, calumny, was employed to blacken Necker. 
Envy and epleen, however, no longer vented itself in the 
mirthful shape of epigram. Tempers had grown more se- 
rious ; and the low lilffil, as a weapon, had succeeded the son? 
and the witticism. Necker, who should have despised such 
attacks, was, on the contrary, most sensible to them. Popu- 
larity was his idol. He, therefore, demanded that his libel- 
lers, whom he had discovered to be in the service of the 
count d'Artois, should be dismissed. Maurepas, of whom he 
made the demand, declared this impossible. " Then," said 
Necker, " if I am not Ki have this satjsfection, at least let 
there be given me some mark of the royal favor, in order to 
confound my enemies. Grant me entrance to the council." 
Maurepas objected, that Necker was a Protestant. " Sully 
was one," urged the unorlliodox minister; "and if my de- 
mand be not conceded, I must resign." It was not granted ; 
and Necker, having at first sacrificed his pride by accepting 
the labor and responsibility of finance minister without its 
rank or rights, sacrificed this place lo his vanity, at the very 
moment when his temaining in power would have been most 
beneficial.* Maurepas died in a few months after. Had 
Necker remained in the ministry, he might have succeeded In 
the first place : at least he would no longer have found it oc- 
cupied by a man whose age and address gnve hidi paramount 
influence, whilst his selMuiess, and courtiiness, and petty 
jealousies, rendered all plans of real amelioration impracti- 

Necker during his ministry operated one important change, 
in realizing the project imagined by Turgot of creating pro- 
vincial assemblies in those parts of the kingdom that Imd not 
Btates of their own. Aa these assemblies were merely to be 
intrusted with the task of partitioning the imposts, thus exer- 
cising administrative rather than legislative power, Necker 
ordered that the ncunber of the members chosen from the 
commtms should be equal to thoseof the two privileged orders 
imited. Thus the noblesse composed a fourth, the clergy a 
fourth, the burgesses and unennobled proprietors of lard one 
half. This was a precedent that afterwards decided the 
greit question how the states-geneml should be orgtnized 
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Ry it was at oDCe secured the predominance of the middia 
oniera, who soon transferred to great legislative lights and 
t^uestions the same share of influence that liod been granted 
them merely in the office of re^latin^ the levy of the taxes. 
Necker, who had few political ideas, did not see the tendency 
of his scheme. It equally escaped the jealous eyes of the 
court. The parliament mA perspicacity enough to espy the 
importance <^ the meaeute, and it fbrmed one great cause of 
Jieir discontent against Ijecker. It will soon be seen how 
decisive the arrangement proved in giving a republican form 
to the representative assembly of the nation. 

The year of Necker's dismissal was nevertheless a glorious 
one for France and America. The minister of marine, De 
Castries, chosen by hun, proved his talents by the successes 
which his combination and activity procured. A French 
army, wailed over the Atlantic, united with that of Washing- 
ton, and ftr outnumbered the British, whilst the French naval 
force, concentrated in the Chesapeake, was superior in those 
seas, and materially aided the operations of the land army. 
Sir Henry Clinton commanded in New-York, Comwallis in 
Virginia. Threatenbg both points, and thus preventing them 
from mutual aid, Washington and the French suddenly turn- 
ed their combined force against the Virginian army. Com- 
wallis fortified himself in York-Town ; and he was soon at- 
tacked by the French on one side, whose force alone equalled 
that of the British, and by the Americans on the other. The 
two gallant nations, rivallb^ each other in zeal, could not 
fail to be victorious; the English were beaten from their 
works, and Jord Comwallis was reduced to the disgrace of 
capitulation. Many noble names, soon to be fimed in French 
annals, here first distinguished th^nselves. In addition to La 
Payette and Rochambeau, were the due de Lauzun, after- 
wards de Biron, who perished in the revolution, Alexander 
Berthier, Mathieii Dumas, the vicomte de No^es. Charles 
de Lameth, whose voice vrith that of La Fayette is still heard 
in the French cliamher of deputies, was wounded in the ac- 
tion. At sea, too, the count de Grasse had the advantage 
over Hood. Spain wrested Minorca from England. In short, 
the last year of a mere conrtier'a administratbn, that of 
Maurepas, might have contented the thirst for glory and 
humblmg of Britain that inspired Choiseui The triumph 
was short, however. America, indeed, kept her advantages, 
and won honorable peace by victory ; whilst France and Spain 
met with reverses to counterbalance her success. In April, 
1782, tlio French and British fleets under count ile Grasse 
and Admiral Rodney, the former consisting of thirty-four, the 
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latter of thirty-six sail, socountered each other in the West 
Indian seas. The action commenced on the morning of the 
i2th of April, the lines closing, and the French supporting 
tie attack with intrepid valor. De Grasse had his shijB full 
of troops, destined for the conquest of JaniBJca. One should 
We thought that in a close engagement these might have 
proved an aid. They proved to the French admiral a source 
of embarrassment, the cannonade making dreadful havoc 
amongst their numhers, and comiqunicating teiTor and con- 
fusion to the crews. Still, for many hours Eodney in vajn 
endeavored to break through their line. This he effected in 
the afternoon, scattering and mastering the hostile squadron, 
the ships of which were overoowcr^ one after the other. 
The count de Grasse, in the Ville de Pans, made a valiant 
resistance, combating, though surrounded by numbers, until 
night and the discomfiture of his crew, only three of the sur- 
vivors of which remained without a wound, compelled him to 
surrender. 

The united forces of France and Spain met with as marked 
a discomfiture in their attack upon Gibraltar, towards Uie 
close of the same year. Floating batteries of a new construc- 
tion were employed, whilst an immense army awaited their 
efiect to take the formidable fortress by assault. After a day 
spent in the hottest cannonade from both sides tiiat ever 
had, perhaps, been witneeaed, the failure of the enterprise 
became evident during the night, by the floating batteries 
taking fire. The French historians record with gratitude and 
admiration the generous conduct of Curtis, who, at the risk of 
Ijis life, saved irom perishing several hundreds of the enemy, 
whom he had contributed to vanquish. 

. In the commencement of 1783, a treaty was concluded 
between Great Britain and the United States of America, 
whose independence was thus accomplished. Peace was at 
the same time restored between England and France. The 
latter, in these negotiations, recovered the dignity that slie 
had been obliged to waive, when, under madame de Pompa- 
dour, the treaty of Paris was signed ; the advantage and 
honor seemed on iier side. England, besides the restitution 
of conquests, ceded Senegal and Tobago to France, and Mi- 
norca to Spain. The French soldiers in America had shown 
valor and reaped success. If De Grasse had yielded after a 
well-fought struggle, De Suffrein in the East supported and 
redeemed the honor of the French navy. The war, and the 
treaty which concluded it, would, in either of the formel 
reigns, have been celebrated with populnr acclamations^ with 
mMals, and panegyric verso; but now the natbn was too di*- 
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satislied with its internal state to abate of its censures, or be 
bribed by even partinl victory into quiet and content. 

Tlie death of Maurepas, and the retreat of Necker, had left 
the king at once without a favorite and without a minister. 
Louis was of that weak mind which requires not only a states- 
man lo suggest plans, but also an intimate and friend to exer- 
cise for liim, as it were, the functions of his private will : th« 
latter place demanded the address and habits of a courtier 
Buch as neither Turgot noi Necker pceseesed ; Maurepas iilleii 
the (ffice perfectly to his own and the monarch's satisfaction 
To him, in influence over the royal mind, succeeded Marie 
Antoinette. The Ions' estrangement of Louis from his queen 
liad passed away: Maurepaa had, from jealousy, contributed 
to it. The hirth of their first child, the present duchess d'An- 
gouleme, in 1778, was at once a sign and a bond of conjugal 
afiection. The daofJiin's birth took place in 1781. In the 
coinmencement of her reign Marie Antoinette was little 
courted by the swarm of the seiflsh and mtriguing; her 
beauty and simplicity could not but charm, inde^, and pro- 
cure for hora circle of private friends; but her want of influ- 
ence over her husband, shown by her inability to promote 
Choiseul, averted from her the ambitious and designing. 
Hence in those days her political leanings were unbiassed 
and independent: she supported and showed herself benig- 
nant to Necker in his first administration. If she influenced 
the dismissal of Turgot, it was more as the organ of the 
noblesse than from her own influence or act Now, however, 
that her power over Louis XVI. became confirmed and evi- 
dent, the princes and the noblesse crowded to pay court to 
her, as they would have done to a du Barry : they besieged 
her, possessed het ear, and poured into it all their aristocratic 
prejudices, their party hates and interested ambition. The 
effect upon the monarch, and through him upon the ministry 
and nation, was pernicious, and, indeed, fatal. The unfortu- 
nate Marie Antoinette, tiy taking this position, worked her 
ruin : she was young, gay, spirited, light-hearted ; bred up in 
the simple, doraeslic circle of Maria Theresa, she detested 
etiquette ; she could repress neither her smiles nor her im- 
patience at its absurdities and restraints. This made enemies 
of the dowagers and precisians of the court Then siie was 
conadered Austrian and inclined to Choiseul, and so exciteu 
the hostilities of the high-church party. Th«« secret foes 
first originated the libels upon her character, which tlie 
vain and profligate race of courtiers gave consistency to by a 
tone of converse and of thought that affected to discredit 
au^t like chastity in woman. The envious rabble greedily 
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ev/61iowed reports that justified their hatred of the great, 
vulgar imaginalion and credulity came to complete, with 
tpuches of the disgusting and lie atrocious, the picture that 
TiQlignant satire had first drawn. And the queen herselfi in 
llie inconsiderate gaiety of youth, of innocence, and high 
place, gave those handles to calumny that dissolute hypocrisy 
would have avoided. Her influence over her husband wae 
not less pemtcioos because of her innocence; whilst thQ 
popular rumors that denied this, had the terrible effect of 
blackening the discontent against royalty into personal odium 
towards the sovereign and his consort Another unfortunate 
circumstance attending Marie Antoinette's influence over 
Louis wa^ that being without any well-founded pliticaJ 
knowledge or principle herself, without system or ideas to 
impose, ^e aWidoned the monarch half to his own sagacious 
and patriotic purposes, breaking in upon them by whims and 
intervals, diverting hira from any one or consistent line of 
conduct, and giving a color of weakness and irresolutitm to 
his acts, that took away all confidence in him alike from 
friends and from opponents, making him long the sport; and at 
length the victim of both. 

To the place of Maurepas in the administration, though not 
to his influence, succeeded Vergennes: he tried if men of 
mediocre talents might not manage the routine of finance ; 
moreover, he chose them from the benches of the parliament, 
in hopes of conciliating that body. Joly de IHeury, and after 
hira D'Ormesson, was placed at the head of the treasury. 
The government came tfl a complete stand for want of fiinds 
during the ministry of the latter; and talent, or a charactei 
for talent, was again sought: it wasdiflicult to find; Turgots 
and Neckers were rare ; in default of such, a man of showy 
parts and high pretensions was chosen ; a clerk, who aped the 
courtier and the man of ftshion, self-sufficient, jntidigal, super 
ficial, possessed of address, indeed, but presuming that address 
alone sufficed to form a statesman. Such was Calonne. With- 
out thought or conviction, totally unproidded with principle 
or system, he improvised a theory by contradicting his prede- 
cessors; an obvious mode of being original As economy had 
Deen cried up by Necker and by Turgot, the new minister 
ieolared that profiision formed the wealth of a state. The 
Biradox was not only applauded by the courtiers, but practised 
ly them. Calonne, to support such flattering Joctriues, had 
■ecourse toNeoker's mode of raising loans; although, to do 
(hat statesman justice, he deprecated the use of such expedi- 
ents in time of peace. But this resource, like every other, 
had its limits. The minister, a vain and confident man, had 
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inspired hig^ hopes; it was incumbent on Ijim to support this 
character : he resolved, tlierefore, to follow Turgot's plan, the 
only obvious one, indeed, of equalizing the taxes, and levying 
them alike on nohlesse and clergy as weil as on the commons. 
In order to effect this, which Turgot had tailed in, and Necker 
had not attempted, Calonne proposed to call an assembly of 
notables, the chieis, in fact, of the privileged orders. He 
hoped to move them, or shame them, or cajole them, to con- 
sent to his proposals : and the notables were accordingly som- 
moned to meet in fiie commencement of the year 1787. 

In Pebniary, the assembly of notables was opened at Ver- 
sailles. Calonne, in a solemn discourse, disclosed his plans ; 
and, to prove the necessity of reform, confessed a deficit of 
112 millions. His plans alone for taxing the privileged orders 
were sufficiently distasteful to his hearers, especiSly to the 
clergy, vrho clauned and exercised the right of taxing them- 
selves in their own synods. The deficit gave a handle for 
discontent ; and Calonne, in unjustly throwing part of it upon 
Necker, called forth a triumphant excolpation trom that finan- 
cier, whom he exiled in answer. Hence Necker's party, in- 
cluding the writers of the day, the ecclesiastics, and the 
greater portion of the noblesse, were in instant oppositbn to 
(jalonne, whom they accused of seeking to despoil and hum- 
ble iJie higher cla^s. They called for an account of tlic 
revenue and expenditure. After much, struggle and reluc- 
tance, it was granted. The receipt amounted to 400 millions 
of fi'ancs, whilst the annual expenditure exceeded that by 150 
millions. Such a contrast with the confidence and profiision 
of the minister afibrded ample ground of censure against hint. 



it backward in supporting their old enemies 
against the minister. Calonne was exasperated, and gave 
hmts of recurring to popular su^iorL The voice of La 
Fayette exclaimed against the arbitrary imprisonments, and 
other abuses of power, and already demanded the convocation 
of a representative assembly. This, however, was but in the; 
secret sitting of the notables. Calonne, though he durst not 
betray such ideas at court, made use and utterance of them in 
his anger (gainst flie proud chieft who proved so little obse- 
quious to his will- They, in return, resolved upon his ruin ; 
and Calonne, whose only support lay in the count d'Artois,* 
whose debts he bad paid, and in the Polignacs, was oMiged tc 
succumb. Although raised by tlie courtiers, and despite the 
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pains taken by tiio minister to flatter axui to bribe them, he 
WHS Etill driven by the neceeBities of bis situation to deepoii 
the noblesse and clei^ of their privileges; and he fell a 
eacrifice to these orders. 

A new minister was now chosen from the triumphant nota- 
bles. This was the archbishop of Toulouse; "as weai a 
head," says De Slael, "as ever was covered hy the peruqne 
of a counsellor of stale." He had fbng'ht in behalf of pri)ii~ 
lege, although, m common with the assembly which he led, 
he aifected to be merely actuated by indignation against the 
profligate Calonne. The notables now left him to the task of 
still preserving the claims of church and aristocracy un- 
touched. Th(w shook off from themselves, and threw upon 
him, all the odiura of such policy ; for they themselves pro- 
fessed to give full assent to the plans proposed by Calonne. 
Having thus played in their assembly as fiilse a part as if they 
had been agents in a court intrigue, the notables dispersed, 
and left Brienne to enjoy the vamty ajid the difficulties of his 
pre-eminent station. 

The archbishop of Toulouse had now to keep his tacit 
promise of respecting the exemption of tlie privileged orders 
from general taxation ; and yet, in order to gain the popular 
voice, he was obliged to affect the contrary policy, flia 
vanity and love of place made him stoop to play so base a 
put. The assent of the notables to Calonne's plans of t&sa.- 
tion and reform had no legislative force ; but still its moral 
influence was so great, that had Brienne immediately drawn 
up an edict for a territorial impost, and presented it to the 
parliament, iJie legists durst not have refused to sanction it. 
But Brienne heatated, and manoeuvred to gain time, sending 
to the parliament edicts establishing stamp duties and abalisb- 
ing cwvees, and bringing forward the vital question of the 
(and tax but in their wake. By this means the parliament 
were allowed both leisure and pretext for resistance. In that 
body there existed much diversity of opinion. The presidents 
and elders were attached to their own privileges, which they 
felt were allied to those of the noblesse and clergy. The pro- 
vincial assemblies proposed by Turgot, Necker, and Calonne 
were odious to them ; and the great question of the terriloriai 
hnpost did not please them, since it was evident that its 
pffect would he to raise the crown above all want to its an- 
cient iieight of superiority. This last result was indeed 
dreaded on all hands, though avowed by none, and was the 
principal motive of that discontented and seditious spirit that 
opposed al! reform, as saving the country firom anarchy to 
oiunge it into despotism. The parliament was embarrassed 
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by these conflicting views and circumstances. One thing, 
however, was evident, that both notables and minister had 
cast off the onns of decreeing the territorial impost, or the 
odium of rejecting it, upon the parliament: and the parlia- 
ment now sought to follow their example, in doing neither 
one nor the otiier. But how to escape 1 There was no way 
except down a precipice ; and they took it They declared 
that they had no more right than the notables to sanction law 
or taxes; thus contradicting Iheir past pretensions for centn- 
ries, and abdicating- at once their ri^t to stand in the place 
of a national assembly. The king being unaWe to decree 
new laws or taxes, aiid the notables and parliament suc- 
cessively avowing thej' incompetence to aid him, the states- 
general became the only resource. This fearful name, that 
men dreaded to utter, was nevertheless uppermost in the 
Oioughts of all. Necessity must have suggested it to the 
dullest But it waa unheard of, unta a pert member, gather- 
ing audacity from the impulse of his wit gave utterance to it 
in the shape of a pun. " It is not slates of expenditure and 
wcome that we want," said he, "but states-general." When 
■me thus had the audacity to speak tiie word, thousands found 
courage to re-echo it 

This sounded as a thunder-clap to the court and to Bri- 
enne, who was prepared for the refusal or acquiescence of the 
parliament but not for this detested alternative. He was en- 
raged. The refractory body was summoned to a bed of jus- 
tice at Versailles; and the two edicts of the stamp duty and 
laud tax were forcibly registered, the minister loang sight of 
his deference towards the higher orders. The parliament re- 
turned to its sitting, protested, and declared the registry of 
the edicts null. Brienne exiled the body to Troyes. Justice 
was thus suspended ; and the government yielded. The par- 
liament was recalled ; it gratified Brienne by registering a 
new loan to meet urgent necessities, and in return the arch- 
bishop promised that the stales-general should be convoked 
within five years. 

Thus were the cause and high pretensions of the court and 
higher orders betrayed (if sublnitting to necessity can be 
called treason) by Ihe very ministers whom they raised to de- 
fend them. They discarded Turgot, and drove away Necker; 
yet Calonne, their minion, was obliged to adopt the liberal 
. plaiB of his predecessors, and was in consequence superseded 
by a chief notable and high-churchman. Vain precaution ! 
this champion of the high orders was himself not only driven 
reluctantly to propose the haled laws and to compel their 
registry, but he was c^diged in addition to capitulate and vield 
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up eveiT thing in the important promise of calling' an SEsem. 
bly of the nation. The chief maxim of an administration had 
hitherto been to sail between the two ehoala of bankruptcy 
on one liand and the slates-general on the other. Brienne 
struck the vessel of the state on the latter sand-bank. In more 
Eivorable circumstances, with more skilful pilots, it might 
have righted, and iioated into port; but, the wind now mena 
cing, the popular tempest soon broke loose, and the monarchy 
went to pieces. 

Such were the events of the year 1787, in which the revo- 
lution advanced with an awful stride. The high orders re- 
treated before iL. Louis XVI. reformed his court, and dis- 
missed a crowd of high officers; but the minister, despite lib 
concessions, was atill at war with the parliament In the 
resistance oflered to the bed of justice, die duke of Orleans 
had shown hunself most foiwanl. That prince had placed 
himself at the head of the violent and liberal, or what Weber 
calls the American party. He was exiled in CMisequence. 
His friends now stirred in his behalf^ and raised discussion as 
to the legality of hitres de cachet. Brienne perceived liis 
blunder in first castigating the parliament and then yielding 
to them. The thought of important concessions made in vain, 
galied him. He therefore resolved to imitate Maupeon, and 
proceed to extremities against a body, that declared itself 
powerless in reform, whilst it showed itself active in remon- 
strance and political agitation. A plan was secretly matured 
and prepared for dismissing the parliament, and establishing 
other courts, provincial and metropolitan, in lieu, with a covr 
pleniere, or body of peers, magistrates, and notables ; in &cl, 
to constitute a high court of appeal. The project was not 
kept sufficiently close. D'Espremenil, a counsellor, obtained 
a copy of it from the printer ; and, hurrying to the palais de 
justice, assembled his brethren, and communicated it to them. 
The time passed. On the morrow, the parliament was to be 
Iffoten, Tliey imitated the conduct of Charles I.'s parliament, 
when the usher was at the door, in voting a declaration. This 
set forth, that the states-general had alone the right of grants 
bg taxes; that magistrates were irremovable; tliat no one 
should be arrested witJiout immediate trial before his natural 
judge. On a par with these ftmdamentai laws, thsy place 
the hereditary right of succession in the crown. Tlie minis 
ter replied to this manifesto by issuing a warrant to arrest 
D'Espremenil. He took refoge in the parliament. The huia- 
sier employed, knowing not his person, asked which was he ; 
and the counsellors exclaimed that " they were all EEpremt> 
nils." Nevertheless he surrendered. The king, in a bed x>i 



justice, compelled the registry of iiis edict, dissolving tlie 
parliamenL Tiie bailiwicks and plenary court were instituted 
in its stead. The resistance was now general. Collisions 
took place universally in the provinces betwixt the troops and 
the people, who supported their ancient magistracy. 

The treasury in the mean time grew empty. A loan was 
impossible. Brieime liad recourse to his own order. He sum- 
moned a convocation of the clergy, and asked of them a sub- 
sidy. Even here he was destined to meet with opposition ; the 
deputies of the curates and lower clergy were as hostile lo 
the bishops as the commons were to the nohlesse, and, as 
usual, there were not wanting men of the higher ranks to 
seek influence on the popuhir aide. The clergy were deaf to 
the archl^shop of Toulouse. To his demands for supply, they 
gave in answer the universal echo, the states-general ; and, 
as if impatient of ruin, requested the immediate convocation 
of the assembly. Overcome by this last blow, the minister 
yielded, and dared to hope from the commons that support to 
the throne that the noWesse, the parliament, and the clergy, 
Imd Huccessively and factiously denied. In August, 1788, ap- 
peared in consequence an arrii of the council, convoking the 
states-general in the month of May of the following year. 

Brienne hoped to preside over this assembly, and direct its 
motions. "Are you not afraid to hold the states!" asked some 
one of him. " Sully held them," was the self sufficient reply. 
But the archbishop was destined to proceed no &rther in the 
emulation of Sully. The treasury was without funds ; and the 
day was at hand fiir the payment of dividends to the public 
creditor. The minister proposed paying part in bills. The 
Parisian rentiers were in a fiiry to find their income thus cur- 
tailed. An msurrection was expected: several had lately 
taken place in the provinces, — at Eennes, at Grenoble, — and 
Brienne feared for the consequences. He hurried, in tears, to 
the royal closet, and besought the interference of the queen 
to induce Necker to aid and enter office. Necker agreed to 
supersede Brienne, but refused to lake office with him. Tlie 
archbishop was accordingly sacrificed. " If he did not make 
the fortune of the state," says Thiers, " he at least made his 
own:" he retired enormously rich; and even begged for a 
cardinal's hat in parting. In addition to the chaos and disorder 
to which the kbgdoni was reduced in hie admin istratbn, his 
foreign policy, or rather lack of such, entailed disgrace. The 
poputu- party of the Dutch, iavored by the French, had re- 
belled against the stadtholder. Prussia marched an army 'nto 
Holland, despised the feeble menaces of Brieime, and re- 
established the poM V of the prince of Orange. 
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Necker was now once more enthroned in the ministeria. 
ieat. His name was sufficient to bring money to 1 !ie treasury) 
and to restore confidence, at least to the pensioner and the 
fundholder As to administrative measures, the way was 
marked before him. The states were already summoned ; it 
remained to decide the important question of their organiza- 
tion. Should the three orders sit together, vote by orders, or 
by numbers 1 Necker was too unpresuming to decide this 
question ; but it was necessary to regulate the respective 
numbers of the deputies of each class. Brienne had invited 
the learned to publish their sentiments on these points ; of 
course, the opinions expressed by them were, th^t the com 
mons should equal the numbers of the privileged orders united. 
After tills rule the provincial assemblira had been arranged. 
The precedent told now in lis favor. It was Necker's opinion 
also ; to which the queen end court were not averse ; for tie 
idea that the crown, whose plans of amelioration were defeat- 
ed by the aristocracy and by the clergy, slinuld recur to the 
support of Uic commons, ^er being forced, first upon Ca- 
tonne, then upon Brieime, now began to be enlariained at 
court. Necker proposed to consult the notables on this quee- 
tion. The assembled chiefs of the privileged orders decided 
against an arrangement so fetal to them ; but iJie bureau at 
which Monsieur, the king's brother, since Louis XVIIL, pre- 
sided, declared for the plan ; in which, indeed, most of those 
attached to the court jomed ; liberality gained the ascendant 
Although the majority of the notables declared against the 
predomraance of the commons, the question was not consider- 
ed as decided. A council sat to discuss it at Versailles. Necker 
proposed still to accede to the double return of the Hers, and 
the fjueen, who was present, fevored the plan. Under such 
auspices, it was decided m tiie affirmative, and an order of 
council decreed that the number of the deputies of the tiers 
elal, or commons, should equal llial of the noblesse and clergy 
united. 

CHAP. X. 
1789—1791. 

THE OONSrmjEKT OR FIRST NATIONAL ASBBMBLY. 

There ia no scene, no portion of history, that can be re- 
garded under so many different views as the revolution upon 
which we now enter. To some, it is all crime ; to others, ail 
gloiy. In England, the prevailing sentiment has been, to re- 
gaivf the French nation as if it were an indivtduftl actuated 
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by one perverse will, and flinging' itseH from piire love of 
mischief into the agonies of suffering and the depths of crime. 
We have had hitherto naught but a wide anathema to bestow 
upon our haplees. neighlxtr. In this, it is to be feared, we 
treated her with similar hmnanity to that with which men 
used to treat the leprous, — excluded them at once from socie- 
ty, sympathy, charity, and sood-wii!; regarding their malady 
as a crime and a sin, and looking with eyes of hate on what 
had better merited our pity. 

Revolution is one or Uie maladies of kingdoms, or rather 
the crisis of a malady. It may proceed from some latent vice 
in the constitution, from dissipation, from mismanagement 
To avert such is often no more in the power of the nation or 
of the individual, than it is to be all-sound and all-wise. From 
early timea there was something wrong in the ftainework of 
French society. These defects have been noted; above all, 
that marked division of classes, which refused amalgamalion. 
Their mutual and oft-renewed struggles have been seen. The 
people, the great mass, not of the poor and ignorant, but often 
of the we^jthy and enlightened, were conquered and borne 
down in the combat Their defeat they could have forgiven ; 
but the extravagant use which the upper classes had made 
of their victory revolted tJie fiiilen. The clergy grasped one 
third of the lands of the kingdom, the noblesse another; yet 
the remaining third was biSdened with all the expense of 
govenunent This was reversing the social pyramid, ^d 
placing it upon its apex. 

To reform this state of things was necessary, nesh and 
blood could not bear it. Intellect, more powerftit still, rebelled 
against it. Owing to the great exertions of the latter in print 
ajid orally, all men were agreed as to the necessity of thia 
change. Louis XVI., however uneducated, felt and owned 
the need ; but he was al first young, weak because ignorant, 
and dared not to break through the trammels of a court The 
monarch, nevertheless, made every efRirt to bring about the 
desired reform peaceably. He intrusted the task first to Tur- 
got, whose schemes were repulsed by the magistracy, Necker 
made no political attempt. Calonne next tried. He was de- 
feated and overthrown by the clergy and noblesse. Brienne 
then was jiriven to repeat the attempt, and the magistracy 
tripped up hun. What resource was leftl To recur to the 
people. But this was revolution. True i but who rendered it 
indispensable I Not the people, who were all the time tran- 
quil i not the monarch, who did his utmost ; not tlie queen, 
despite the accusation that even respectable writers echo — 
we find hnr sunnorting Necker and approvinc the double re- 
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presentation of the commons — no. It was the resistance, the 
false, the blind resistance, of the privileged orders, — noWessp, 
clergy, magistracy, — that precipitated the revolution, and 
flung all power at last into the hands of the commons. 

It is evident from the beginning that, in the assembly of 
the states, this power must soon have absorbed all others. 
Necker has been blamed for allowing the third estate a double 
number of representatives, and for not ordering irom the first 
a chamber of peers. But Necker knew how futile any such 
ordonnance would have been. In times of extreme danger 
and convulsion, society is prone to throw off factitious distinc- 
tions, and to resolve itself into its first elements. In peace, or 
even in well-ordered war, the soldier obeys his officer, and 
looks up to him with confidence. But in the rout, in slaugh- 
ter, and in the struggle tor existence, each puts forth his hi- 
dividual exertions, and saves himself as he can. In the great 
English rebellion, Ihe peerage was not destroyed; it fell. 
There was none of that battel towards it which the French 
noblesse had excited in the people and merited from them : 
still it fell. Prom the same law, it might be augured, that in 
the general wreck of the social system, which was now in- 
evitable in France, the opportunities for repttiring- and saving 
it being voluntarily lost, the members of the privileged classes 
could survive but as individuals, and hold influence but by 
their talents and character, not their tank. This is the law 
of every revolution in which the people are called to partalte. 
It is here utteied as fact, not as doctrine ; as wamuig, not as 
approbation.* Some argue, might not the revolution have 
teen brought about amicably, with forbearance and mutual 
sacrifice 1 Certainly not: it was too late. The changes which 
even the monarch himself allowed as necessary to be eflected, 
were too radical, too great, to te wrought by aught save foree. 
Wliat centuries ought to have gradually done, was here given 
as the work of a day. Such a task was too great, too mo- 
mentous, and the time allowed too short, to peHnit of its 
accomplishment by aught short of convulsion. With never so 
jttle of fatalism in one's creed, much of that stem principle 
must be seen linking together and impelling the events of 
this dire catastrophe. 

In tlie month of May, 1789, the deputies of the states- 
general thronged to Versailles, The expectation, the- ferment, 
of the capital of the kingdom were excessive. The elections 
in the jwovinces had given rise to dissension and tumult. The 
noblesse and townsfblk (ought in many provinces. The nunor 

* Tbe revohition of 1S30 oO^is aaDtbir eiemplilkHtioii of this impDitaii* 
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of a great political change had gained the very rabble, who 
now for the first time began to show their influence on state 
afiaira. The distressed condition of the peasantry had ewelled 
their disorderly ranks, in which were found those ardent tern- 
pers which war occupies and mows down, and who in long 
uitervals of peace roam unquiet and eager for their natural 
element of strife. Famine, occasioned by the failure of the 

ast crop, rendered more severe by an inclement winter, 
sharpened the ferocity of this class ; whilst its hordes were 
increased by the efforts of the benevolent, chiefly eserted in 
the capital, whither the indigent flocked in consequence. A 
few days before the meeting of the states, a tumult of a se- 
rious nature broke out, as if to offer a prognostic of the revo- 
Intion. Reveillon, a rich manutacturer of the tauxbourg SL 
Antoine, was reported to have been severe to his worlanen, 
and to have menaced them with a reduction of wages. A 
mob collected ; broke into his establishment ; pillaged it ; grew 
inebriated with the contents of the cellars; and were not dis- 
lodged till after a combat, in which some hundreds perished. 
The dead were found to be well supplied with money ; a proof 
that they had been hired to create sedition. Who was the 
suborner I Suspicion fell upon the duke of Orleans, a prince 
of restless temper and profligate life : hating the queen, and 
despised by her, for private causes, he had fomented the fac- 
tious and selfish opposition of the parliamenL And the ob- 
scure demagogues, that now began to agitate in. the lower 
depths of society, made use certainly of his name and proba- 
bly of hia purse. The Pahiis Royal, where the prince dwelt, 
was their haunt, its precincts being sacred from the molesta- 
tion of the police. Journals, too, were rare in that day ; and 
the habit began of one person reading aloud to a body of 
hearers. Speech-making naturally followed reading. The 
cafes partook of the general agitation. And thus the idle and 
the disreputable formed in Ihe gardens and purlieus of the 
Palais a kind of ever-open club, in imitation of the similar 
societies that now abounded throughout the kingdom. The 
duke of Orleans was flattered hy this crovi'd, that assembled 

round his residence, and invoked his protection and his name. 
How ftr he was instrumental in pushing- !hem' to excess, is 
difficult to decide; but sufficient cause and pretext existed 
without him. 

On the 4th of May, the eve of the opening of the states, 
general, the members of the several orders walked in solemn 
procession to the church of St. Louis, at Versailles. The 
noblesse and clergy, in magnificent costume; the third estate, 
ir commons, in simple black : but the numbers of the latter 
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amounting to 600, equalling those of the clergy end noWea 
united, formed an apter symbol of their power than all the 
gorgeoosijeBS of embroidery. Here were assembled the select 
mass of the nation, of its proud names, ita intellect, and ita 
wealth ; and yet ecarcely one was known to liirae. Orleans 
was remarked, perhaps, and Mirabeau, the latter a noble 
rejected by his caste, and sent as deputy by the cranmons of 
Proyence. A disordered life was also his chief claim to noto- 
riety. Under the ancient regime, talents could only rise to 
lame by the aid of profligacy. 

The assembly raet on tJie following day, in a large building 
in the avenues of Versailles, that had been prepar^ for them. 
The monarch opened the important session with a speech 
cliaracteristic at once of the benignity and irresolution of his 
nature. Barentin, the chancellor, followed with a kind of 
political homily ; and Necker continued by unfolding hia 
budget of finance, at a moment when the great question 
which preoccupied all minds, and shut out every other coft- 
sideration, was, how the orders were to vote, — whether 
united, each member with a voice, or separate, each body 
with a vflo. Both Necker and tlie king left liis question 
undecided. The commons, supported by tJie popular senti- 
ment, cams prepared to insist on the .union of the three 
orders, and for very natural reasons. Both noblesse and 
church had resisted in their several assemblies the ameiiora- 
lions proposed by Calonne and Brienne. The states were 
called to effect these ; and apparently this couki not be done 
if each order remained apart, intrenched behind its veto. 
The monarch saw and acknowledged the force of these argu- 
ments. The previous inveteracy of the noblesse jaevented 
him from frankly embracing their cause, and establishing 
their independence. The states were, therefore, left to decide 
the point betwixt them. 

Tlie architectural distribution of the edifice was not with- 
out influence. The large hall of assembly was allotted to the 
Iters etal ; two smaller ones had been prepared for the noUeese 
and clergy. The commons affected to expect that the two 
orders would join them, in order to verify their powers in 
common ; but these, in their respective chambers, decided 
against the coalition. Still there was but a majority of sev- 
enty even amongst the nobles for remaining separated, and 
but a majority of twenty amongst the clergy. In the latter 
body, the number of curates, elected by the low-ehureh, was 
great. The ministry in the elections had fcvored the popular, 
much more than the aristocratic or high-church, candidates. 
Learning thb distribution of parties, the tiers necessarily pw 
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WBted, Th^ were certain of succeeding in their aim. Mean- 
time all business was deferred. The public expeclation, v/ound 
up, and daiiy disappointed, turned to an^r against the aris- 
tocrats. Irritation increased, and with it increased the influ 
ence of the Iters. The minister at length proposed a plan of 
accommodation as to the verification of powers, which favored 
the pretensions of the noblesse much mote than those of the 
tiers. Nevertheless the deputies of the latter had the art and 
address to show no decided objection, and by this means threw 
on their ojq>onent£ the odium of opposing' ail conciliation. 
The noblesse, indeed, at first accepted, but then demurred 
against, the title of commons, assumed by the Iters. This 
being inserted in the conferences, the peers reftised to sign 
them, risking an open quarrel tor the sake of an empty word. 
Their democratic opponents made decisive use of this pretext. 

In the body of the tiers etat were two parties : one, headed 
by Mounier and Malouet, was constitutional and moderate , 
anxious to secure public liberty, but to check revolution ; and 
desirous of forming a system <^ government analogous to that 
of England, An adverse party was led by Mirabeau and 
Sieyes, with principles and aim yet unfixed, but bent on the 
establishment of one assembly, in which all rank end distinc- 
tion merged. Mirabeau, nnarting from a long imprisonment, 
was eager to retaliate on the higher classes, and on the throne 
itself. Ardent, conscious of the long-pent-up fire of genius, 
to rule by eloquence and wield the sceptre of popuianty was 
his oWect Sieyes, equally ambitious, presented a coDtrast 
with his fiery colleague : he was cold, ratiocinating, system- 
atic ; one of those temperaments which naught but the fever 
of political rabies could warm; and even this could but ailect 
his head: his heart was chill as his imagination. Sieyes 
spiAe little ; his ideas were mathematicaliy put together. 
This singularity won for him a character for proftHind and 
mysterious wisdom. 

The parties and their chiefe now for the first time came 
into coliiMon. The ultra-liberals declared, that the noblesse 
merely manoeuvred, and raised futile olgections, in order to 
embarrass llie march of the states-generaJ, and retain them in 
complete inaction. Sieyes therefore advised that, preparatory 
to their constituting themselves into a nattonal assembly, a 
final summons should he made to the recusant orders to join 
the commons. This took place on the 10th of June. Its con- 
sequence was the defection of three curates from the clergy 
to join the tiers; in two days after, more of theit brethren 
Ibllowed ; amongst others, the ftmous Gregoire ; and at 
length, on the ITth, took place tlie famous deb^ on the titlf 
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meaning tlie powers which they sliould assume. The pream- 
ble of Sieyes stated, that they were ninety-six-hundredlha of 
the nation ; and that such a majority could no longer postpone 
ihe commencement of business, because the fbur-hundredths 
which remained, meaning the noUesse and the clergy, refused 
to join them. This fractional logic, which at once swept away 
all rig^hts of property or birth, was adopted without dissent. 
And in truth the doctrine, which it discovered to be that of 
the ' overwhelming majority, mig^t well alarm the court. 
Mounier, to palliate such a declaration, proposed that they 
should assume the title of representatives of the commons, or 
of the major part of the nation. But brevity in a title being 
justly considered dignity, Le Grand's proposal of adopting 
that of "national assemHy" was preferred. Nevertheless, 
the body now self-constituted is known in French hislcry as 
the Assembiee Constittianle. 

No sooner was this great and bold act accomplished, than 
the assembly hastened to exercise the power which it had 
■asumed, bjf \w3ting that the imposts now levied had been 
hitherto illegal, wanting the sanction of the representatives 
of the people; hencefor^ however, their levy was sanctioned 
temporarily. These votes, this legislative power fully and 
exclusively assumed by the commons, startled tlie court and 
the king himself The noblesse, thunderstruck, and conscious 
at once of present weakness and pa^ imprudence, implored 
the monarch to support their rights. Louis had hitherto been 
not adverse to the union of the orders: he looked on the 
states as endowed with financial, merely, not political capa- 
city. Timid himself, he had not expected such audacity ; he 
hesitated whether he should yield or resi^ His brother, his 
queen, the court, all struck with legitimate and prophetic 
terrors, entreated him to take some decisive step; Necker 
deprecated extremities. In the midst of this combat of prin- 
ciples, of prudence, and resentment, fear and hope, the clergy 
came to a decision on the 19th, carried by a single vote, timt 
their order should merge in that of the commons. This came 
to complicate the question. Necker instantly proposed a 
royal silliti^, somewhat resembling the beds ofjuslice in 
parliament, m which the king should command the union ol 
the orders in all eulgects of general or pecuniary interest ; in 
the consideration of others, they were to remain separate. 
Even this was not decided without dispute. Louis listened to 
all : the whole court was one distracted and noisy council, in 
which Necker had no predominant voice. 

Orders were issued immediately fiDr the royal silling. 
Carpenters took possession of the house of assembly, and, liw 
IL— J3 
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a strange oversight, the president of the assembly was made 
acquainted with the circumstance but on 1 he previous evening. 
If, in this crisis, it must be allowed that the fears of Ihe court 
were just, it must also be admitted that the commons had 
some reason to be alarmed : they heard of a projected bed of 
justice ; thej knew of the intrigues, iJie fears, the solicita- 
ticms of the noblesse; the liberty, which it was their mandate 
to establish, was in periL On the morning of the30th,Bailly, 
the president, proceeded, despite the notice he had received, 
to the door of llie hall of meeting ; it was barred ; the senti- 
nels refused entrance, allowing it, however, to Bailly, upon 
the pretext that he wi^ed to Snw up a note of tJie prohibi- 
tion. Some young members forced admissbn also: there was 
prospect of an altercation, when Bailly withdrew, bringing 
with him the angry members. 

The assembly iiad by this time collected, and iilled in a 
tumultuary manner the public avenue. Difierent proposals 
were made, to hold the assembly whore they were, or under 
the windows of the roya! ch&teau. There was a tennis-court 
at hand : it was suggested to adjourn thither, and the idea 
was welcomed with acclamation. Even the most moderate 
deputies joined in the general enthusiasm ; and it was Mou- 
nier who first moved that the assembly should bind itself not 
to separate till they had prepared and voted a constitution. 
"An oath! an cath! let usswear it!" was the universal cry. 
Bailly, standing on a bench, now held up his hand towards 
the heavens that canopied ttie dilapidated place of meeting, 
and repeated the oath, whilst all the other members, one 
alone excepted, extended their anns and joined in the solemn 
adjuration. " Jf the privileged orders had been more fermida 
ble at the moment when they were thus attacked, or had the 
national parly shown themselves afterwards more forbearing 
in their triumph, history would have consecrated this day as 
one of the most memorable in the annals of liberty." 

This bold act of independence struck the courtiers as fro- 
wardness and sedition ; it unfortunately gave iresh weight to 
[heir words, and to their influence with the king. The royal 
brothers were admitted to the council: the younger, then 
count d'Arfois, since Charles X., was the leader of the anti- 
popular party ; and he found a powerful auxiliary in Marie 
Anl<'inette, who, with tlie quick and single-thoughted feelings 
of her sex, perceived the arrogance, without being able to 
appreciate Ihe motives, of the commons. In the midst of a 
discussion in council, a note from the queen called out Louis 
and interrupted the deci.tiion: the monarch was induced to 
modify Necker's plan of the roi/al siltinfi^, and render it an 
txt. of severity rather than conciliation. Necker resigned. 
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On the 23d tocu place the TOyal stUing. The kiiig made 
known Ma will. He annulled all the previous votes and acts 
of the assembly ; commanded the orders, according to Necker'a 
plan, to uivte in the same chanTber to decide on pecuniary 
Questions, lu remain separate on others. A report was llien 
read of the reforms and concessions to be granted by the 
monarch, after whicli Louis himself resumed, "If by a fatahty 
that I caiuiot bring myself to expect, you abandon me in my 
benevolent enterprise, I will alone undertake the good of my 
people; I will consider myself aione their true represenia- 
live." The act here threatened might have been dangerous, 
but it was less dangerous than the menace. The nlonarch 
and the assembly were now at open variance : both had 
avowed theit principles ; they were incompatible and hostile; 
for either to recede was to succumb fiir ever. 

The assembly felt this as it were by instinct The last 
words of the king bade them instantly separate for that day ; 
he himself retired, accompanied by the nirfilesee. The com- 
mons remained immovable. De Breze, the master of the 
ceremonies, summoned them to depart; the president said, 
"that he should obey the orders of the assembly alone." 
Mirabeau started up, and apostrophized De Breze, — "Tell 
your master we are here by the will of the people, and no- 
thing less than the force of bayonets shall expel us." Work- 
men began now to remove the decorations of the hail : Bailly 
ordered them to cease. Afler much agitation, Mirabeau pro- 
posed a vote, that the persons of the members were inviola- 
ble. With this concluded the sitting-. 

What was the resolve of the court on learning that the 
commons persisted in the positions which they had taken up 1 
In deciding on the measure and language of the royal sitting, 
it should have been prepared for resistance as for obedience. 
Now was the time to ac^ if ever. But no : — they had flung 
away the scabbard, yet feared to use the sword. The queen 
was the first to yield. Rumors had spread of Necker being 
in disgrace ; the inhabitants of Versailles began to shout liis 
najne : Marie Antoinette herself summoned the popular min- 
ister, promised to support and adopt his views, and so per- 
suaded him to resume* his ministry. Thus in the morning 
the king was made to address tlie commons with the bravado 
of a soldier, in the evening to retract with all the weakness 

Each day of this unportant period forms a crisis, and comes 
fraught with some portenk>us event. The closer, indeed, that 
history here approaches to a journal, the more clear and per- 
fect will be the idea conveyed of how fetuity dragged on evil 
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iind audacity brought succees. On the 25lh, twc dap atler 
the royal sitting, forty-seven members of the noblesse imitaled 
the clergy in coming lo join the commons : Ihe^ were led by 
Uie duke of Orleans. Furtlier resistance was vain. An order 
of the king now requested the majority of the noblesse to unite 
themselves to the assembly. " I would have no blood spilt in 
my quarrel," said Louis to thoee who expostulated. On the 
S7th of June, the three orders sat in the same hall. " The 
family was united," Bailly observed ; " but it gave few hopes 
of domestic union or traaquillity." , 

Whilst the assembly, or rather its popular majority, waa 
thus completing and strengthening iteelt^ and all its preten- 
sions were allowed and acquiesced in by the monarch and hia 
minister, the extreme parties of tiie court aristairacy, and of 
the seditious demagogues, were each stirring and plotting, 
gathering means of activity and influence. The tbrmer be- 
sieged the king through the medium of the queen, who had 
already recovered from momentary weakness: troops were 
insensibly collected and concentrated round the capital ; and 
the chSteau of Versailles became the head-f|uarters of an 
army, as well as the seat of a counter-revolutionary council. 
The populace on iheir part were daily getting fresh audacity 
and strength, or rather a knowledge of their strength. When 
Louis and his queen yielded on the evening of the royal 
Bitting to the few clamors of the people 01 Versailles, in 
fevor of Necker, they taught their enemies the way to 
conquer them. The mob of Versailles, indeed, set the 
example to that of Paris, bursting into the hall of the as- 
sembly on Che day that the noblesse joined it, and at tiroes 
drowning the debates by Iheir clamors. Now loo the munici- 
pality of Paris, seif^^onstituted from the electors of the city, 
raised its head : and in common with many otJter clubs and 
assemblies, ibrwarded addresses of congratulation to the na- 
tbnal assembly. The Palais Royal presented scenes of still 
greater disorder. Declainiers haratigued in every street: the 
, very rabble drank of the intoxicating spirit of politics. The 
triumph of the tiers elat at Versailles had suspended the ac- 
tion of all law ; journals and clubs multiplied ; a pretext alone 
was wanted to produce open insurreclion. The authority of 
the sovereign had quailed before iJiat of the assembly. The 
populace were now determined to imitate the latter in an 
easay ol their arms against the throne. When the moraJ pow- 
er and influence of a government is defeated, it may rely on 
soon being driven to make trial of its physical force. 

It was a short time previous to this outbufsting of popular 

Is, that the household troops had been disbanded; 

n order had been issued forbidding the advancement of 
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Miy, save nobles, to the rank of officers; and at the same 
timo mtroducing the severities of Prussian (^scipline into 
tlie ranks of the rcench army. Tlie soldiery was, m conse- 
quence, as prone \o insubordination as tlie populace. On the 
last day of June, three hundred of the French guards quitted 
tlie larracks in which they had been confined, and visited the 
Piilais Royal. They were welcomed with esullant joy. Placed 
in confinement on returning to their quarters, the populace 
broke in, and liberated them. This was the first triumph of 
the mob. 

Foreign troops m tlie French service were, in the mean 
time, crowding to Versiulles. The Orangery, the gardens, 
presented the appearance of a bivouac. The count d'Artois, 
with his friend the baron de Breteuil, took upon hiin to direct 
the attack upon the revolution.* The courage and indigna- 
tion of the queen were again wound up to approve and second 
the intentions of this party. Whilst the theorists of the as- 
sembly were busied in preparing the constitution, the atten- 
tion of Mirabeau was turned to practice. He proposed an 
adtess to the kbg to countermand the troops which thronged 
around Paris, and in the same motbn recommended the for- 
mation of the citizens of Paris into a civic guard. This was 
no new invention ; the league had had its national guard. 
Without deciding the question, whether this institution be 
compatible with monarchy, it was certainly advisable at the 
present moment Had it been organized now, before the 
populace had tasted of plunder and of blood, the revolution 
might have been spared a portion of its crimes ,■ and power, in 
its fell, would not have descended lower than the middle classes. 

On the 11th of July, the count d'Artois's party had over- 
come the scruples of the king. Necker was dismiraed accord 
ing to his own desire, and bi&en lo take his departure secret- 
ly. Breteuil succefeded him. Tlie recurrence to force, which 
on the USd of June would have shown consistency, if not 
prudence, was now, when too late, to be employed. The 



eipetieaw, he sUawed himself lo be led by a msn. Ibe iwwl incapable 
good counsel; one who was bnown to have taWei, fiom his imprudence, 
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court were anticipated in their intended blow. Necker'e dis- 
miseal had taken place upon a Saturday. On Sunday, the 
ISlh, the idle crowd of the Palais Royal learned the tidings. 
It waa the spark upon the train, the desired pretext fimnd. 
Catnille Desmoulins, a low demagngiie, took the lead ; ha- 
rangued the mob; showed himself armed ; and, plucking a 
branch, put a leaf in his hat by way of cockade. Hie example 
was applauded and imitated. Waxen busts of Necker and 
Orleans were tlien seized in a neighboring shop, crowned 
with laurel, and carried in procession through the streela 
Near the Place Vendflme Uie procession came in contact with 
a German regiment. BIowe and shots were exchanged. A 
soldier of tiie royal guards was said to have b^en kitleu in the 
ranks of tlie people. For this cause, and from previous jeal- 
ousy, some hundreds of the guards issued ftom their barracks 
near the spot, drew up, and fired upon the Oermajis. The 
prince de Lambesch, commanding them, ordered a retreat, to 
avoid bloodshed : whilst effecting ttiis through the gate of the 
garden of the Tuilleries, an aged person was slain. Cries of 
vengeance followed. The populace hastened in search of 
arms. The Hfitel de VilJe, where the electors, self-conslituted 
as a municipality, were in the habit of daily assemblmg, de- 
livered up all preserved in that eslablidiment. They ordered 
Ihe establishment of a civic guard ; a vain and late attempt 
to separate the armed citizen from the armed ruffian. 

Thus passed the 13th : the 13th saw the fermentation in- 
crease, though unmarked by events. On the morning of iJie 
14th liie Invalids were invaded by the mob; its arsenal af- 
forded a fresh supply of muskets, and, fthal was more impor- 
tant, artilleiy. Thus provided, they marched to the Bastile. 
Some thirty Swiss and eighty invalids garrisoned this fortress. 
They, as well as the unfortunate governor, De Launay, were 
appidled by an enemy so new to the soldier, — the clamors of 
a ferocious multitude. The morning was spent in ]>ar]eyB 
and menaces.^ The municipality in vain endeavored to 
quiet the people, and put the fortress in the possession of 
their new militia. The populace was too numerous and too 
agitated to hearken to aught but their own passion and impa- 
tience. By a sudden assault they broke the chains of the 
drawbridge, and passed the outer fosse. The garrison defeni! 
ed the inner fortification, and the combat commenced. The 
French guardsnow took the lead; when the garrison, alarm- 
ed, compelled the governor to hoist tiie white flajr, in token 
of surrender. The victors rushed in, and filled the interior 
of this once formidable prison. The rabble attempted to mas- 
sacre the invalids: the French guards defended them. A 
yo mg woman was even thrown amidst some burning mat 
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tresdes, but was rescued from the flames. De Launay was nut 
BO fortunate. Several of his officers were slain. Two French 
guards vainly undertook to conduct hira safe through the 
crowd ; but blows fell upon him from every side, aud soon 
immolated the victim. 

The Bastile conquered, the populace marched iu triumph 
o the Hotel de Ville. The assembled chiefs of the citizens 
were now to learn that it was not royalty alone, its officers 
nd its nobles, that were threatened by revolution. The mu* 
tticipality had chosen He^elles, provost of the merchants, to 
preside. He weaklj" undertook to amuse the people, promising 
them arms and indicatmg where they were to be found. Ex- 
asperated by finding this information false, the ^ovost of the 
merchants was massacred by the same hands as the governor 
of the Bastile. Thus the middle as well as the upper ranks 
famished the first victims to insnrrection, 

la the mean time, wliere was the count d'Artois, tiie baron 
ae Breteuil, their bold projects, and their army! They slum- 
bered or trembled, whilst the only fortress of the capital was 
attacked. Louis saw their weakness and incapacity ; and, 
abandoning their counsels, hurried to tlie national assembly, 
intending to make peace with it, to proclaim his amity and 
sincere cordiality with it, and to crave its support and inter 
fercnee to restore order to Uie capital At the same time he 
announced, th^ orders were given that the troops should 
retire from the camtal. Seeing the popular party thus victo- 
rious, the count d Artois, the Polignaes, and inveterate cour- 
tJers, took their departure from Fraoce ; as piecipitato to fly 



the influence of the Parisian mob^ sent a deputation to thank 
the capital, and to organize anew its authorities, those of the 
monarchy having lost all inHuence. Bailly, formerly pre^ 
dent, a mou of letters and probity, headed this deputation, 
which was received with enthusiasm. Bailly himself was 
chosen to preside over the municipality, as mayor of Paris, in 
the place of the unfortunate Hesselles. A commander of tne 
armed force, miscalled national guard, (for it was soon com- 
posed of disbanded soldiers, of every class save citizens,) was 
imperatively necessary. La Fayette, whose bust was in the 
Hotol de Ville, rBcaliing his campaigns in the cause of Amer- 
ican liberty, was voted to this post, Lally-Tollendal, who was 
af the deputation, iascinated the mob by his eloquence, and, 
Ibrtunatdy for hira, was recompensed merely by their ap- 
plaus(!8. The Parisians were told, that Louis was now cor- 
dially united with the national assembly. " He has 1 itherto 
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been deceived," said La I\wette and Lally; "'iJut he now 
Bees the merit and justness of the popular cause." The enthu- 
siasm was general on this explication being made. Tears of 
joy were shed. The revolution seemed already to have closed 
ifa list of horrors and of change. 

Baiily, the new mayor, entertained this opinion ; but he was 

oon undeceived. The suspicions of the populace returned. 

n a few hours they recommenced clamoring and crowding, 

nd demanded the presence of the king in his capital, to re- 
assure them, and repeat &am his own mouth his intentions. 
Baiily promised to do his utmost to gratify them in this ; but 
already this simpje lover of liberty perceived, that there was 
Bome mysterious agent, that excited and bribed the people lo 
fresh sedition. It could be no other than the duke of Orleans. 
Already murmurs arose among the populace of the necessity 
of marching to Versailles, and bringing back the monarch. A 
deputation from the city was ordered to demand it. Lonis 
anticipated their comuig and request, by stating his readiness 
to visit Paris. 

He accordmgly proceeded thither on the 17th. Nothbg 
is more probable, than that assassination was intended by the 
great mover of the base part of the rabble. They shrunk, 
however, from an attempt that would have been mercy to the 
unfortunate Louis.* Arrived at the gates of Paris, he was 
welcomed by the new mayor, who, with a pedantic love of 
antithesis little worthy of RiiUj^, spoke the following poignant 
tnith : — " I present to your majesty the keys of the good city 
of Paris; the same which were presented to Henry IV. He 
reconquered his people. Here the people have reconquered 
their king." The procession, like funeral ones, had the ap- 
pearance of a fete. The new militia was under arms. The 
triccdoc cockade was in everjr hat. Green had been discarded, 
as being the color of the princes. Blue and red were of old 
the colors of the city of Paris. White was now added, out 
of affection to the Bourbon kmg. The cockade being pre- 
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sented to him by Baiily, at the Hfitel de Ville, he a 
cheerflilly, and bade the mayor state for him to the munici- 
pality, that he approved of their acts. This royal adhesion 
to the revolution being given, Louis returned to Versailles, 
"ejoiced in heart, that he had again escaped from his capital, 
rhe queen flung herself into his arms on rebeholding him: 
he had been prepared for worse. 

If tlie ruffians had been here balked of their victim, awed 
by his dignity, or by the general expression of regard, they 
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found means soon after to gratify their thirst of blood. Foulon, 
Buperintendent of the revenue, a peculiarly detested member 
of a detested profession, had been seized as one of the aris- 
tocratic conspirators. He was brought, on the 27t](, to the 
Hotel de Vilfe, then the centre of justice os offeree. He was 
reported to have derided the suflenngs of the people in ftmine, 
and to have bidden them " eat !iay." He was now brought 
with ignominy to the HAfel de Ville, the populace clamormg 
Sx his instant condemnation. In vain the municipality urged 
that they did not fimn a court of justice ; equally in vain did 
they affect to go through the forms of an interrogatory to «tin 
time. La Fayette triS his eloquence and po)Hilarity. The 
rabble, impatient, rushed on f^iulon, tore him forth, and 
hanged him to a lamp-posL His son-in-law, Berthier, was 
soon after brought in on the same charge. The mob held up 
to him the streaming head of Foulon, and laughed with de- 
light at his recoil of horror. Berthior shared a similar fate. 
Ia Fayette threw down his command in disgust, but was pre- 
vailed on to resume it 

The peasantry of many of the provinces imitated in the 
mean time the lower orders of the capilal, in a crusade against 
gentility ; chSteaux were burned, their lords hunted forUi, the 
nossesaors of birth and property menaced and proscribed. The 
deputies of the priviloged classes now resolved to resign those 
riglits which rendered them odious. They, too, at least a 
great number, however fidlen, and despoiled, and calumni- 
ated, felt the patriotic excitement of the time, and wcts pre- 
pared to make sacrifice of every distinction and claim. The 
attention of the assembly being turned on the 4lh of August 
to the excesses of the peasantry, it was observed, that Uieir 
resentment was justly (wlled forth against the upholders of 
laiile and corvee and feudal abuses. On tliis the viscount de 
Noailles moved to abolish corvees and all marks of personal 
servitude. The due d'Aiguillon fiiliowed ; and the first nobles 
of the land came fbrwaid' to sacrifice all seigniorial rights, 
jurisdiction, and exemption.^ The clergy followed the exam- 
ple. !n a single hour of excitement, the proudest aristocracy, 
and the most unbending church, had levelled themselves with 
the peasant, and sacrificed those rights, rather than yield tlie 
smallest part of which, they had, during the last ten years, 
persisted in risking, and at length precipitating, monarchj 
and state. 

Here closes the first act of the revolution. The privilegeu 
orders, which had so iong weighed upon France, were swept 
away. The middle ranks succeeded to their place, and in a 
great measure to the difficulties and the envy of that j^ca. 
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What haa, throughout this history, been called the burgess- 
class, in which now blended the professions and smaller agci- 
cufturists, had been completely victorious in that important 
struggle with the court and anatocracy, which haa been here 
minutely, perhaps tediously, described. They were now in 
the zenith: they formed the majority of the assembiy. Bailly 
nd La Fayette, perfect representatives of their opinion, held 
the executive, as it were, of the revolutionary realm, not yet 
extending, it is true, far beyond the circuit of the capital. But 
already the working class, the artisan, the needy, began, tc 
feel the weight of that above it, and tc look even upon simpk 
burgesses as aristocrats. The municipality was already cl^ 
ored against and bullied by the mob, which only wanted 
writers, orators, and demagogues to lead it on in the path of 
power. These did not yet exist The dragon's teetii were 



existed, and attracted towards it a considerable share of popu- 
lar attention and animosity. This averted for a time the 
strugg-le that was still inevitable betwixt tbe middle ranks of 
society and the lower. 

An interval of two months now passed over without any 
flagrant scene of popular violence. The Bssembly employed 
the time in fixing the basis of the new constitution ; the 
municipality busi^ in procuring bread for the Parisians; and 
Necker, who had returned to assume the ministry, in anguish 
and expedients to raise funds, at a time when neither tax 
could he levied nor loan raised. Although the latter was the 
more pressing, the constitution was the more important, ques- 
tion. Mounier, lally, Necker, proposed the English model ; 
a scheme that was neither supported by the small body of 
noblees^ (true to their spirit of the order, they seemed to 
imitate their neighbors, and now gathered hope but from the 

?rospect of anarchy,) not tolerated by the great majority, 
'he very name of " noble " was so odious, Uiat men of the 
most aristocratic feeliugs sacriiiced tbem at once to necessity 
and prudence. The oracular Sidyes argued, that it was for 
the_people to will, for the sovereign to execute. The simpli- 
city and hardihood 'of this doctrine pleased. Few thought of 
sking, was it practicable. The existence of but one cham- 
er was voted by an overwhelming majority. It was the 
uestion of tlie royal velo that excited difference. Should it 
exist at all? should it be absolute or suspensive 1 Sieyea 
would not allow of the wordi he called it a "lettre de cachel 
against the will of the nation." The country joined m the 
discussion. The provincial toums sent addresses aguinst tl)e 



...Google 



1789, PINANCIAl. EX1GK\UV. 237 

vnto. The mob of Ihe Palais Royal prepared a formidable 
deputation. La Payette ond Bailly stopped it at the gates of 
Paris. They had, for the time, recovered mastery of the 
popular mind. The king was advised by Necker to interfere, 
and state to the assembly hia acceptance of the suspensive 
rather than the aheoiute veto. The former was accordingly 
decreed. Thus a Bing-le representative chamber, and a sove- 
reign possessed merely of tlie power of deferring a law by 
his dissent, formed the outlines of the new constitution. 

As yet the lower orders had no exclusive party, and scarcely 
an avowed partisan, in the assembly, though Robespierre and 
other future demagogues sat silent and unnoticed on its 
benches. But their voices may be discerned in the cry tor a 
national bankruptcy, that was raised on Necker's making a 
statement of financial distress. ■ The measure of spoliation 
would have fallen almost exclusively upon the Parisian trades- 
man or comfortable rentier. The same act was recommended, 
with the selfsame view, by the high aristocracy under (he 
regent, that was now demanded by the "friends of the peo- 
ple." Mirabeau, however, whose want or disregard of prin- 
ciple was often supplied by the instinct of genius, startwi up 
in behalf of the middle ranks. With ironical force he pro- 
posed to take 2000 of the wealthiest citizens and fling them 
into the gulf of the public debt — to immolate them in order 
to fill it up. ■ Such was his hardy metaphor. The oesembly 
recoiled. " Ay," continued he, " and what is bankruptcy but 
thisJ The other day, when mention was made of an imagin- 
ary insurrection of the Palais Royal, we heard amongst us 
the exclamation, 'Catiline is at the gates of Rome, and the 
senate does naught hut deliberate.' Certes, there were round 
us then nor Catiline, nor perils, nor fections, nor Rome. But 
bankruptcy, hideous bankruptcy, is at our gates, and in the 
midst of us, menacing our lives, our properties, and honor — 
and yet we deliberate!" Struck 1^ this apostrophe, the 
assembly voted by acclamation to uphold Ihe national credit, 
and assent to the financial scheme of Necker. 

There were plans, however, at the moment in agitation, of 
more serious importance than either bankruptcy or credit. 
Both the court and popular party had drawn brealli ; the one 
had recovered from its terrors, ttie latter had resumed its sus- 
picion and impatience. Both conspired, the aristocracy as 
well as the rabble ; whilst the middlmg ranks and the assem- 
bly were doomed to await, and to submit to whichever should 
prove conqueror. Bailly ami La Fayette in vain exerted 
themselves to keep the capital quiet. Famine prevailed, 
despite tlie abundance of the crop. Corn is hoarded as well 
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as coin in times of pillage and terror. The court is accused 
of increasing this ; the duke of Orleans of having producGO 
iL The people, alwaya confined to one idea, and eeekbg in 
it a remedy for every woe, resumed the cry, " To Versailles 1 
let us go to seek bread and the king at Versailles !" The 
courtiers were not displeased with this popular resolve, which 
they hoped would drive Louis to an open breach with the 
revolution. They saw no hope hut in civil war. M. de Boii- 
ille, a noble and a general, commanded at Metz, an iniportanl 
garrison of the frontier. He was beloved by his soldiery. 
The thoughts of the queen and her counsellors were turned 
towards hun, as the restorer of tlie monarchy. 

In liie midst of thia came the menaces, the plaints, the 
deputation, tVom Paris to the assembly. The court, recurring 
to Its warlike ideas, brought the regiment of Flanders to Ver- 
sailles, The Orangery, ^e gardens, were aeain occupied with 
troopers and body-guards. The municipality of Paris was 
alarmed. La Fayette himself spoke openly of (he plot against 
liberty. The mob caught the suspicion. On the 2d of Octi> 
ber a banquet was given by the body-guards to the officers of 
the newly-arrived regiment; those of the national guard of 
Versailles were also invited. It took place in the jraJace- 
theatre. Wine circulated ; enthusiasm was excited. The sol- 
diers of the regiments were admitted into the building : cups 
bemg handed U> them, they drank to the health of the queen, 
and of the king. With drawn swords the banqueters pledged 
tJiem. The queen, hearmg of the ffite, presented herself wilh 
the dauphin. A fresh effusion of loyalty ensu«i. Swords again 
flashed, with vows to support the royal cause, whilst the mili- 
taiy band played the air of Cceurde Lion, "O Richard, Oman 
rot, runivert t'abandonne !" 

Accounts of the fSte soon came to exasperate the Parisians, 
and to oflfer the agitators a pretest to excite tumult Orleans, 
who might pretend to the regency, if the king was frightened 
away to Metz, iiad his interest in producing insurrectbn at 
this moment A crowd of women was adroitly employed (o 
besiege the guard, and the Hotel de Ville. They could only 
be diverted from setting fire to the edifice by an invitation to 
proceed to Versailles. The tocsm, in the mean time, was 
sounded. The rabble, armed with pikes, fiirka, and sticks, 
crowded to the square, and soon marched off to Versailles, to 
ask bread of the assembly. La Fayette soon after arrived at 
tlie Hotel de Vide. The assembled companies of the national 
guard awaited him. Tiiough bearing this title, these troops 
were not citizens, but mere mercenary troops. They, too, 
demanded to march upon Versailles. La Rijette in rain di» 
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suodcd them; he was conetntined to lead them. All Pdiib 
tblloweil in tteir waJie. 

This movement took place on the 5th ot" October. On the 
very same day, in the assembly, the popular party first show- 
ed itself fully; Petbn, RobeBpierre, Gregorie, started ap, 
with denunciationa, giving vent to the extreme of revolution- 
ary language. Already they began to accuse and threaten 
Mirabeau, the representative of the bourseoise. The only 
hope for the monarch, at this time, was lo have rallied to the 
latter party; and his adhesion would have completed it£ Eepa 
tion from the ultra-revolutionists, who at this time were but in 
•Jie feebleness of birth. It was this day, however, that the 
monarch was advised to set himself at variance with the vote 
of the assembly, and to disapprove of their constitution. 

The horde of women and rabble reached Versailles in the 
afternoon: Ihey penetrated into Ihe assembly, demanding 
bread, and saying that the aristocrats and the archbishop of 
Paris had bribed the millers not to grind com. Mounier was 
dispatched to the palace ; the women accompanied him Ihiljier, 
but the crowd was stopped at the iron railing in front of 
the chfiteau ; twelve were, however, admitted, to lay their 
complaints before the kmg. At his aspect and that of the 
queen, their fury was dumb ; they returned to their comrades, 
satisflpd and charmed with their benign reception : these, 
amazed and anj^ered at such a change, threatened to hang 
their unfortunate envoys. 

The troops were drawn np in front of the chSteau, consist- 
■ng of the body-guard, the regiment of Flanders, and the 
natiraml guard of Versailles. Although the two latter had 
joined in the famous banquet, the grenadiers of Flanders 
bemg the first to propose the health of tlie qoeen, yet now 
both were ill-affected, and openly avowed their opinions. 
Three hundred of the body-guard formed thus the entire force 
upon which the king had to depend. Yet causes of exaspe- 
ration had been given both to the people and the assembly, 
and even now Ixjuis refused to fly. Some of the people m 
Uie mean time mingled with the soldiers; M. de Savonnieres, 
of the body-guard, came to drive them away with his drawn 
sabre, though striking merely vrith the flat of the weapon ; 
he was wounded instantly by a shot- The national guaifl of 
Versailles took part with the populace, and fired upon tlie 
body-guards, which, too weak to contend with such a foiee, 
were compelled to retire. 

Towards midnight La Fayette arrived, at the head of the 
Parisian guard and a fresh host of rabb.e ; having made Iheni 
talie, durmff their march, a vain oath to be well-conducted 
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aiid loyal. He made his appearance at the palace, promised 
tranquillity, and demanded that, as a mark or confidence, the 
external enartl of the chSteau should be committed to his 
lioops. No doubt the general made this Brrangement with 
the best intentions ; but he was not sufficiently suspicious ot 
the sanguinary and anarchic party that waa now raising itE 
head, support^ by the money and the confidence of Orleans. 
That prmce was seen amongst the midnigiit groups, and on 
the road; his agency must be allowed, though history cannol 
as yet assign the measure of his influence. All remained 
quiet through the night; the soldier^ the rabble, the women, 
round theic fires. I^ Fayette had retired to rest, but ui a 
lodging iar &om t}ie chitean. A friend, an officer in whom 
he had confidence, should have watched. The person and 
guards of his sovereign were intrusted to his care, and their 
safety was neglected. No uprightness of character can here 
slielter bim from censure. About half an hour after live, some 
of the boldest of the mob, bribed, there can be little doubt, to 
an act that no popular object could ptximpt, roamed along the 
vast extent of the palace, trying the possibility of entrance 
at one of its many gates. They found an avenue unguarded, 
eummoneu their chosen comrades, and rushed up the staircase. 
A garde du corps, perceiving the movement, had already 
fired from the window ; and now this faithjul troop, though 
not numbering more than a dozen, defended each door and 
apartment against the mob, under whose blows they fell one 
]iy one. The shouts and horrid imprecations of the ruilians 
indicated plainly that the queen was the object of their fury. 
"We will cut off her head ! Tear out her heart!" Misman- 
dre, the survivor of the gardes du corps, had time to gain the 
apartmeirts occupied by the queen, opening and crying to her 
attendants, "I am alone against 2000 tigers; we are con- 
quered ; save the queen !" As the unfiirtiuiate princess fled, 
he who had just spoke the generouj word of warning fell 
under the blows of bis pursuers. They mangled bis remains 
wilJi disappointment and' rage, on perceiving that their prey 
was flown. A more numerous troop of the body-gnard occu- 
pied the doors through which Marie Antoinette had retreated ; 
the assassins had but the satis&ction of making villauous 
jihes upon her yet warm couch. La Payette at this moment 
arrived, and by his exertions prevented a renewal of their 
attempt, or of the slaughter. The rest of the gardes du 
corps were spared : the ruffians contenting themselves with 
decapitating the dead, and flxmg their gory heads on pikes to 
adorn their triumph. 

The mob and Parisian army outside iiow exulted in th« 



achievement of this barbarous feat. "The king to Paris!" 
was the universal cry : denial was vain. The monarch as- 
eented, and showed himself in the balcony in token of obse- 
quioueness. The queen was then called for, with the same 
shout that the Romans were wont to hail a gladiator into 
their circus; Marie Antoinette appeared, Ihe dauphin in her 
arras. "No child! no child!" cried the barbarians. The 
meaning was evident ; they wanted a victim. With unshaken 
courage, the queen appeared alone : a musket was pointed at 
her; but the heart of the assassin fiiiled through awe, not 
through mercy. La Fayette knelt, and kissed her hand; he, 
indeed, did his utmost to repair the fetal negUgence of tht 
morning. At midday took place the removal of th^ royal 
femily t» the Tuilleries. Historians dispute the greater or 
less hideoasness of the procession ; it was worUiy of the vic- 
tors. Thus the authority of the king was first destroyed, then 
his power, now ail respect for him. The imprudence of the 
courtiers had served both as cause and pretext to this disaster, 
which the popular force effected, stirred in part by the gold 
of Orleans and the intrigues of agitators. La Fayette and 
the national assembly were mere spectators : the tide was 
too strong for this middle parly ; its leaders kept themselves 
indeed afloat,, but the wind and ude of circumstances wafted 
them on a headlong course. 

Therft was but one man at that epoch who truly understood 
the crisis, and saw whitlier things tended : this was Mirabeati, 
a profli^te. but not altogether a politically dishonest man. 
He received afterwards pecuniary aid from Uie court, but not 
until his conviction had led him to unite with it. As for the 
constitutionalists, their ideas were excellent, and their reason- 
ing plausible ; but, struggling against the spirit of the nation, 
they neutralized efforts which, more wisely directed, might 
still have supported the middle class and the friends of otder 
against the conspirators and ultra-revolutionists. Aristocracy, 
not such as conquest or feudality might found, but such as 
great and illustrious qualities give birth to, and time fosters 
mto dignity — is indeed a naturtd element of every society. It 
is wise to uphold its existence : but if a feudal aristocracy, like 
that of Prance, abuse its superiority, and grind, by its oppres- 
sion, deep hate of its name into the feeling^s and prejudices of 
the people, it is vain to hope for the contmuance or re-estab- 
lishment of that noblesse. The dire necessity of circum- 
stances must be submitted to. This Mirabeau saw ; this 
. Moiinier, Necker, Lally. did not see. They were theorists, — 
doclrinaires, to use a modem expression, — pursuing their 
one idea athwart the opposed and bristling prejudices of the 
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imtion. Thk is necessary to explain their ill success, as well 
as the irritation and hostility excited by efforts which, to 
Englishmen, appear at first sig'ht honest, bold, and wise. 
They were all, except the last. 

Twenty months now elapsed of comparative tranquillity. 
There ia no striking event; much intrigue, indeed, fiery de- 
bating', the training, dividing, and forming of parties. The 
revolutionary monster slumbered, stirring at times, and show- 
ing life by starts, but not awakening fully. La Fayette pos- 
sessed most power out of the assembly ; and he exercised it 
with a firmness, a disinterestedness and courage, that did him 
inimortftl honor. His first act was to drive the duke of Or- 
leans to exile. It is not well known whether his departure 
was procured by menace or inducement. His absence had 
certainly the eifect of allowing agitation to subside. 

The assembly pursued its legidative Jabors. They appro- 
priated to the state all ecclesiastical property. As it was 
impossible to bring such a prodigious portion at once to sale, 
the church-Sands were made over to each commune or parish, 
which was allowed time to sell and pay into the treasiuy the 
price. The want of supply and specie soon after obliged the 
assembly to represent this debt due to the government by the 
difierent municipalities in bonds, caOed aasignats. These 
they passed to a prodigious amount, forming a pai)eT money 
not without advantage, liad not the facilities of its supply 
been grossly abused. The constituent assembly divided France 
into deportments, breaking up the old distinction and fhintiers 
betwixt provinces. It abolished parliaments, and remodelled 
the judicature. Tithes and feudal services had been previ- 
ously done away with. Titles of honor were now abolished, 
Matlhieu de Montmorency being foremost to make the sac- 

This career of legislation was, one should think, sufiiciently 
democratic. It fully satisfied tjie middle classes, La Fayette, 
and those who rallied round him, as well as the majority of 
the assembly. Within its precmcta, the demagi^ues, who 
designed to form and head a popuhtr parly, with difiiculty 
found an opportunity to develop their sentiments or forwatd 
their plans. They succeeded, however, in becoming masters 
of a club, first estoblished by the moderate friends of liberty. 
This, on the removal of the king and assembly to Paris, had 
installed itself in the Convent of the Jacobins. Here, as 
violence gained ground, the moderates, such as La Fayette, 
seceded and formed a separate club. Barnave, a young Pro 
testant barrister, and the Lamettis, assumed tlie lead in the 
Jacobins at tleir dejarture. This trio envied and detested 
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equally Mirftbeau and La Fayeltej and seemed actualtd more 
by the ambition of pre-eminence' than by any profound con- 
."iction or principle, to separate and form a echism. They 
coquetted with the genuine party of the lower orders rather 
than embraced it. Talents alone gave them support, 

Mirabeau was actuated by more independent opinions. 
Towards the end of 1^9 he began to rein in the zeai which 
itherto had borne him headlong in the path of revolution. 
His ardor cooled, and he could not but disapprove of that con- 
Btitution which he had contributed to form. "He thought it 
too democratic for a monarchy ; for a democracy there was a 
king too much." His sagacity saw the impracticability of the 
existing system. He, consequently, leagued secretly with 
the court to support the crown, and recover for it a portion 
of strength requisi!« for its esistence. La Fayette, on the 
contrary, held firm to the constitution now established. It was 
not m the power of the king to unite in his behalf two such 
powerful men, who in fact represented the same cause, — that 
of the middle orders. 

Louis XVI. ia accused of irresolution by some writers, of 
insincerity by others. Never was a man more deserving of 
commiseration and excuse. In February, 1790, we find him 
embarked frankly with the natirai, coming down spontaneously 
to the assembly, and giving an uncalled-for adhesbn to its 
acts, that excited universal enthusiasm. In July of the same 

?;ar he presided over the femous Federation, or union of the 
arisians with deputations from the provmces, to swear to 
the conetitutbn on the altar of the country. Talleyrand was 
the officiating bishop in this ceremony, so minutely detailed 
and honored by French historians, though in itself a pomp of 
little importance, a fete at mice to celebrate the anniveiiary 
of the destruction of the Baetile, and to honor the birth of a 
constitution destined to be ephemeral. Many weeks of the 
same summer were passed by the royal fiunily at St C!oud ; 
escape from thence would have been most practicable, but 
was not once contemplated. 

Hence we may infer, that Loufs had resigned himself to his 
humbled position, and resolved to look for no olher than legis- 
lative support The emigrant noblesse, collecting first at 
Turin, and afterwards at Coblentz, endeavored with then" 
wonted imbecility and ill success to stir up rebellion in the 
provinces, for which the discontent of the clergy, and conse- 
quenlly of the devout, gave them ample fecSities. They 
solicited Louis to sanction their plans and join their meditated 
armaments. He had already suffered too much by their couiv> 
seJs, to listen to them again. The marquis de Bouille at tint 
II.— 16 
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time fixed Jie ettention and hopes of the royalists within tJit. 
kingdom. He still commandey at Metz, restraining- the frr^ 
ward spirit of the soldiers, and even mastering a sedition 
amongst them, by his finnnes^. A sintilar mutiny broke out 
at Nancy. Bouille marched against it at the head of troops, 
of which he had so little reason to be confident. Neverthp- 
less, when remonstrance failed lo bring the mutineers to a 
sense of duty, Bouille charged them, beat them, and sen 
the ringleaders captive to Paris. 

This was alone sufficient to raise the monarch's hopes. Bu 
how could he resist the opinions and counsel of Mirabeau, 
when this leader of the redoubtable assembly owned as hia 
opinion, that royalty, in order to exist, must be raised from its 
present prostrate condition ; that this must be effected by a 
force foreign to the assembly ; and that the only means U^ 
biing about this end was, that the king should retire to MetK, 
beyond the power of the Parisians, ami there, at the head ot' 
an independent force, treat with the nation, if he could not 
with its present representatives, and conclude some more 
equitable adjustment between the rights of the crown and 
tiiose of the people? 

Such was tiie plan of Mirabeau, and it gained at once the 
monarch's approtetion. But a lata! event came to retard it, 
and deprived Louis of what he most wanted, — a man of capa- 
city lo conduct him. Mirabeau kept hia ascendency in the 
assembly to the last. Banrnve and the Lameths in vab en- 
deavored to shake his supremacy. On the great question, 
whether Ihe power of deciding on war or peace should rest 
with the monarch or the nation, Mirabeau took the mon- 
archic ade. His enemies saw the opportuni^, and attacked 
him with a virulence and truth that would have overborne 
any other man. The Jacobins made use of their arm, and the 
"great treason of count Mirabeau" was cried through the 
streets. "1 had no need of this example," cried the orator, 
" to learn, that there is but one step irom the capital to the 
Tarpeian rock." Mirabeau's eloquence conquered in the as- 
sembly, and even partially exculpated him with the multitude. 
The 38ti» of February, 1791, was Uie day of his most memo- 
rable triumph.* The emigrants, collected at Coblentz, were 
menacing France with their own force, and with that of the 

•ItwaB Ibal nf Lb FnyMte Blm. wbD jn Itm morning attarlied and ills- 
jieiwd nn influrreclinnnr)' ftirce IhU menaced Vini^nnes, and in Ihe oven- 

Ibe Tuilkriea. Thus, inside and outeide Ibe nalionaraswinbly, Die Jeaden 
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Boveretgna of Europe. It was proposed to stop the tide of 
emigration, by intrusting the power of granting passports to 
a dimmittee of three persons. Miraheau exclaimed againet 
such an inquiaitbn. "Aa for me," cried he, "1 slwiild feel 
myself absolved from my oath of allegiance to any gorern- 
ment, that had the inguny to propose this dictatorial commis- 
sion. I swear it — " (loud cries interrupted him). "The 
popularity that I have so ambitioned, and that I have enjoyed 
like many others, ia not a feeble reed. I will Sx it deep in 
the earth. 1 will make it vegetate and live in the soil of jus- 
tice and reason." Thia bold allusbn, more to his purposes 
iMn to the question, was received with a blind applause, that 
maddened the popular leadera. They cried out against Mi- 
rabeau as a dictator. " Silence, ye thirty voicea !" was hia 
rejoinder. His last triumph was his greatest The orator 
died, like a general, in his crowning victory. He returned 
thence to a wd of sickness, from which he never arose. That 
organic disease of the heart, supposed principally to affect 
men of strong passions and eloquence, carried him oif. " After 
my death," said he, " the fiictions will soon tear the last shreds 
of the monarchy." 

Though deranged in hia plana by this loss, Louis still per- 
severed in them, and meditated escape. The severity of the 
assembly towards the priesthood who reflised to taJte the oalhs 
wounded the king's conscience ; and even the most meek, 
when touched in Uiat point, become atubbom and determined. 
In the month of April the royal carriages were ordered to tJie 
palace ; Louis and his queen descended S>r tlie purpose of 
visitiiig St Cloud. At the eight the populace collected, sur- 
round^ the carriage, and forbade it to advance. La Fayette 
came in time to preserve hia sovereigna from insult, but not to 
procure their liberty. They were obliged to return to their 
apartments. A more secret mode of escape was then planned. 
The emperor Joseph at thia time promi^ to march an army 
to the relief of his imlbrtunate brother. The emigrants, on 
their side, proffered their aid and counsels. But Louis prefer- 
red depending upon Bonille, who, under his direction, formed 
a camp of some faithful regiments on liie frontier near Mont 
medy. The king hoped, by reaching it in safety, to avoid tlie 
reproach, at least, of emigration ; and without foreign aid, 
as he allerwards asserted, to laiae up liberty upor a firmer 

The time of flight was fixed for the night of the 19th of 
June. Bouille gave order^ in consequence, for troops and 
detachments to meet the king at the bridge of Sommeville 
and at St Menehould, to escort and protect his pn^ress, 
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Ehould vi succeed in reaching those towns. Un&rtimateiy 
owing t) some difficully excitSl by the female aWendants op 
the royal lamily, tlie departure was put off to the following 
night, hy whicifi means, although word was sent to Bouille, 
the detachments were no longer in waiting for the king when 
he arrived. A private door in her apartment had been pre- 
pared hy the queen; issuing hy this in three parties, the 

oval family gamed the courts, and crossed them, the king 
with his chiMren reaching the rue de I'Echelle without im- 
pediment Here a^acre awaited them. But the queen had 
m the mean time lost her way, the garde du corps who con- 
ducted her, being ignorant of Paris. She chanced to meet 
la, Fayette, but pa^d unrecognized by him, and joined the 
rest at length after much wandering and trouble. The hack- 
ney-coach, driven by M. de Fersen in disguise, then bore them 
to a distant part of the city. At the gate St. Martin they 
quitted it for a berlin drawn by post-horses, and were soon 
on the rcmd to Chalons. The king s brother, afterwards Louis 
XVni., took, on the same night, the road to Flanders, and 
succeeded in reaching the frontier. 

The carriage bearing the royal femily reached Chalons in 
safety, and subsequently St Menehould. The detachmente of 
Bouille, weary of waiting, had already taken their departure. 
At St Menehould Louis was recognized by Drouet, son of 
tlie post-master ; but the carriage was then setting off. Drouet 
set off also ly a cross-road, and reached Varennes, the next 
place of halt and within but two stages of Bouille's camp, 
before the fugitives. There were no pos(>-horseB in Varennes, 
but an officer of Bouiile was appointed to have a relay in 
waituig. There were no symptoms of horses or guards about 
the hour of eleven at night when the royal femily entered the 
town. They were obliged to alight, lo question, to parley 
with the postilions; wlmst Drouet had aroused the municipal 
officer, and called together the national guards of the canton. 
Whilst tlie carriage was slowly proceeding under an arch 
that crossed the, road, Drouet, with the well-known Billaud, 

nd one or two others, stopped it, demanding theu- passports. 
The gardes da corps on the box wished to r^st The king 
forbade them. Here the presence of a man of resolution was 
wanted. Bouille had designed the marquis d'Agoult to ac 
company the monarch, but his place had been usurped by an 
obstinate old woman, governess of the prmce and princess. 
They were now conducted before the ^rocureur of the town ; 
and, the national guards crowding m, Louis was arrested. 
The troops of Bouilie's army arrived also, but refused to 
rescue him. An aide-de-camp of general la Fayette soon 
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nfter made his appeara.iice, bearing a decree of the national 
BseemWy for the reconveyance of the fugitives to Paris, 

Thus within an hour, a league, of stfety, the unfortunate 
Louis and his Simiiy foand themselves captive, and on their 
return to a capital, which, if it had before loaded them with 
contumely, would now, most likely, observe no moderation in 
cruelty. The assembly already showed that ita opbions hod 
taken a deeper dye of republicanism since the flight Pelion, 
a rude and rigid democrat, wiUi Bamave, the rival of Mira- 
beau, were the commissaries who reconducted the king. 
Seated in the royal carriage, Bamave, with the sensibilily 
ever attendant upon talent, felt his sympathy awakened for 
the sufferings of the fallen family. 

During the eight days of their painfiil journey, he contmu- 
ally conversed with the monarch, and felt each moment deeper 
respect for a character so amiable and so jueL Petion, on the 
contrary, a man of few ideas, held rigid in those which he 
professed, and piqued by being obliged to play an inferior 
part, merely murmured that he cared for naught save a 
republic. Previous to the return of the kuig to Paris, it was 
placarded, that whoever insulted him should be beaten ; who- 
ever applauded him should be hanged. He was received, 
then, with that silence which Mirabeau called " the lesson of 

The national assembly suspended the king from his func- 
tions, leas as a punislinient than to satisfy the popular outcry. 
The leaders of the mere rabble, the anarchists, now showed 
.neir heads openly under tlie guise of republicans. The Jaco- 
bins, whom Barnave and the Lameths deserted, started into 
full activity under the guidance of the most fiirious "dema- 
gogues. Jn the assembly they argued, that the king's flight 
was abdication, and that nothing remained but to proclaim 
the republic. The majority were, however, slJU attached to 
their constitution, and pl«ided that the monarch was irre- 
sponsible. Enraged at their want of predominance in the 
assembly, the Jacobins endeavored to agitate the people, and 
caused a petition to be prepared for dedironing Louis. This 
V'Bs to be laid on the altar of the country in the Champ de 
Mars for universal signature, an apt organization of sedition 
Immediately La Fayette and BaiJly, Ly the orders of the mu- 
nicipally, marched at the head of troops to the scene of 
tumult, carrymg a red flag, as a token that martial law was 
in Ibrce. They m vam endeavored to disperse tlie mob. Two 
invalids were torn in pieces by them, out of hatred to mij'tary 
uniform; and the troops were threatened with attack. I^ 
Fayette first on'.sred them to fire in the air to mtimidat Jii 
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rkrtera. It had no effect And at lait, beneath a. serious and 
well-directed discharge, several hundreds fell, slain or wound- 
ed, and the rest dispersed. The leading Jacobins slunk in 
terror to their hiding-places. Robespierre did not show him- 
self for many days. 

This triumph, however, or the necessity of having- recourse 
to it, served but to render (he assembly unpopular. The public 
was weajy of theni, and longed for its successor, as it waa 
wont to hail a new reign. The assembly determined to show 
itself disinlerested. It proceeded to complete and give tn) 
last touches to the constitution, the immortality of which it 
fondly augured. Eamave, iii the access of his late loyalty, 
Irad hoped to have modified its democratic prbciples : and the 
right side, or partisans of the English constitution, are ac- 
cused of having marred his efforts by their hostility or neglect 
But Bamave could never have executed his purpose. The 
lime had gone by. And the fetal article, which excluded the 
present representatives from being elected members of the 
next assembly, was one which, in that day of affected disin- 
terestedness, could certainly not be recalled. This part of the 
law had been decreed before the ailair of Varennes, that is, 
before the anarchists and republicans had gathered strength, 
rhe members of the constituent assembly expected that their 
successors would be inheritors of their opinions and their 
parties. It totally lost sight of the natural progress of popular 
feelings, when agitated and excited. Their self-denying 
ordonnance was at once a reply to accusWions of selfishness 
and tenacity for power, and at the same tune an act of pride, 
as if the sages, who had framed the constitution, might in- 
trust to younger and inferior hands (he task of obeying and 
executing it Having fiilfilled its task of presenting (he con- 
ttitution to the king, and having received his solemn accept- 
ance of it, the aasembUe constituante declared itself dissolved, 
on the 30th of September, 1791. 



CHAP. XI. 
1791—1793. 

THE LEGIBI.A.Trv£ ASSEMSLV. 

Hab the tmited wisdom of the first national assemblj 
applied itself to put together a constitution of the least pos- 
siUe durability, on the same principles that cardinals are wont 
to elect an octogenarian pope, they couM scarcely have iixed 
upon one more likely than t!mt decreed, to attain the desired 
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end. Even the plan of Sieyes, that the nation should will, 
and the monarch execute, was more practicable, if such a 
monarch could be found. But here the Mng was left with 
precisely that particle of legislative power, the suspensive 
veto, that loaded him with the responsibility of assent, and 
exposed him to the peril of dissent The very originators of 
the system condemned and despaired of it ; they knew, even 
before they launched it, that the vessel must founder. Still, 
in this moment did they abdicate all power, and abajidon the 
coimtiy lo a set of new and unknown rulers. 

The three natural parties of a country, those of the upper, 
the middle, and lower classes, were all represented in the 
foaalituent. The first, considerable at the conmiencement, 
lost its force by splitting into the pure and unaccommodating 
royalists, and those who fevored the English system of two 
nouses: it disappeared towards the close, as the last gathered 
boldness and force. Those who leaned on the middle ranks, 
that widely extended but inactive mass of the population, 
were, by their large majority, complete masters of the coun- 
try ; but private jealousies and piques kept them asunder, and 
hence they lent themselves- to elevate their fiilure antagonists 
from the rank beneath them. Bamave hated Mirabeau ; Mi- 
rabeau, la Payette ; both the former at least flattering the 
popular party, — the existence of which, indeed, they did not 
suspect lill late — at the expense of their own. Thus in the 
assembly, the revolution, or, in other words, the descent of 
oower through the successive ranks of society, advanced 
gradually and slowly: now, however, betwixt the constituent 
md the legislative, which followed, it proceeded per eallum, 
with astounding and iatal celerity. 

One great cause of this was the little experience which 
ihe country had of liberty. Men with political knowledge 
were rare. The notables, in this respect, had been chosen m 
the first assembly, and their re-eleclion being denied, the 
electors were at a loss where to look. TTie moderate and the 
timid shrunk at such a time from the public eye ; and those 
whose zeal had distinguished them in the clute, claimed and 
obtained universal preference. Elected under such influence, 
the legislatiue assembly soon displayed a totally new sciieme 
of opinions and divisions. The upholders of even a mitigated 
aristocracy bad disappeared: in their place, as the band most 
favorable to royalty, sat, now in minontj, the majontj of tlie 
(ate assembly. They were called constitutionalists or FeuU- 
(ans, from the name of their club Next m order sat the 
republicans — men who despised the vain shadow ot royalty 
that the constitutionalists had preserveil, auL with reason; 
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kingly attributes was denied, would have embraced the idea 
of a republic as pruoticabie at least, in preference to the vain 
idol of La Payette's pedantic adoration, viz. Ihe name of a 
king, and the essence of a commonwealth. The repuimcans 
were better known by the appellation of Girondins, their most 
celebrated leaders bemg members for the department of the 
Gironde, and originally lawyers in the court of Bourdeaux. 
To the left of these sat the Jacobins, the anarchists, men 
without principles or imaginable form of govemment : their 
support was the rabble ; their aim to sweep away, as obnox- 
bus to their envious mediocrity, the united aristocracy of 
birth, wealth, and talent. 

The constitutionalists and Girondins both represented 
equally the interests of the middle class, and disputed its 
opinions ; but the Girondins carried away the palm of popu- 
Jarity, and also the sceptre of power : they soon ruled the as- 
sembly, and guided the legislature. The executive at that 
time resided in the municipality, fer Paris was in a great 
measure revolutionary France. The constitutionali^ had 
held paramount influence over this body thiouG'h Bailly and 
La Fayette; but now, when the mania of self-denial became 
general, these functionaries resigned, and ceded their posts 
of influence to their rivals. Petion, a Girondin, was chosen 
mayor in lieu of Bailly, and La Fayette did not recover the 
command of tJie national gbard. 

Such was the state of parties. The new assembly, Uiat 
gave itself the name of legislative, by which it is distinguish- 
ed in French history, met on the 1st of October. A deputa- 
tion waited on the king to acquaint him. His reply was 
simple. The republicans did not And it sufficiently courteous ; 
and, commencing their grave duties by a childish suscepti- 
bility a!)out punctilio, they ordered the king's chair to be put 
on a level with that of their president On the next day they 
repealed this important decree, Louis mtimating that he wonkt 
not come to open their seaiion. Having, by pretending' defer- 
ence, enticed him to appear, they treated him vii& some 
marks of designed disrespect, such as sitting in his presence 
covered; advantages trifling to them, but wounding to the 
pride of the &llen monarch. Thus the assembly that ended 
in blood, began in puerility. 

Their next steps, though more distasteful to the king, had 
still the excuse of necessity. Two kinds of enemies threat- 
ened the present order of things ; the emigrants collected on 
the frontier, and the discontented priesthood scattered through 
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out Ihe realm. The former had the tacit aupport of ail lie 
European courte, and afanost Ihe avowed alliance of Austria; 
the latter were in conununieation with the emigrants, and were 
stirring and preparing the peasantry universally to revolt- The 
BBBembly pa^ed a decree, declaring all emigrants, who contin- 
ued in hostile meeting on tlie frontier beyond the month of Jan- 
uary, civilly dead, and their properties seized, without preju- 
dice, however, to lh:it wives, cliildren, or creditors. Another 
ordained measures of eiinilar rigor against those priests who 
refused the oath, and continued to excite agitatirai. These 
laws were certainly but a just measure of retaliation. The 
king, &om a personal feeling tliat may well be conceived, 
mude the first use of hia veto in suspeniiing them ; and then 
was mstantly seen the absurd balance of powers jirovided by 
the constitution. The rage of the revolutionists in general 
knew no bounds, on finding their arms tied in their effi>rls to 
combat the enemies of the state ; unable to attack the mon- 
arch directly, they turned their resentment against the con- 
stitutionalists, whose Eystem thus obstructed them with its 
veto. They directed their scrutiny and eloquence against the 
existing oiinistera, whom Louis had chosen from that party. 
Delessart, the secretary for foreign affairs, was accused of 
feebleness, of betraying the dignity and interests of the coun- 
' ■ correspondence with the courts of Europe. Such 



Thus the constitutionalists, having yielded their influence in 
the senate and tlie municipality, were soon driven ftom Ihe 
ministry, the Girondlns and Jacobins uniting to complete 

It was in the debates excited by this question, and by the 
menaced interference of foreign countries, that Isnard, deputy 
of Provence, poured forth that eloquent diatribe, which soon 
resounded throughout the courts of Europe. " They would 
bring us back our noblesse !" cried he. " If all the nobles of 
the earth were to assail ua, the French people, with their gflld 
in one hand, their stvords in the oljier, wUl combat that im- 
perious race, and force it to endure the penalty of equality. 

" Let us elevate ourselves in this conjuncture lo a level 
with our high mission. Let us speak to mmisteis, to the king, 
and to Europe, with the dignity tliat becomes the representa- 
tives of Fnu)ce. Let ministers know our little satisfaction 
with their conduct, and that by the word responsibili^ we 
mean death. Tell Europe, that we will respect the constitu- 
tion of other governments ; but that if a league of kings be 
made against us, we, in turn, will r^se a v/ai of people aj[ain«l 
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The Prencli excuse the violence and crimes of their revo- 
lution, by pleading that every fresh excess was provoked by 
\ne enemies of treedom. Thus, the oath of the tennis-court, 
the insurrection ending in the capture of the Bastile, that of 
October which led the Wing forcibly from Versailles, were ali 
indebted to the menacing approach of troops, and to the ban 
quet of the garde du corps. The coalition entered into by the 
European sovereigns at Pilnitz, and their subsequent support 
of the emigrants at Coblentz. were destined to produce a 
still more fearful reaction. With Europe certainly France 
was not the aggressor. Disunited in councils, the interior 
swarming with secret enemies, and the army disorganized, 
she had every reason to avoid a war. It was deprecated by 
tlie furious Jacobins, who dreaded alike to see the enemy, or 
tiieir own generals, victorious. They thought on Cromwell 
and trembled to see la. Fayette, tJieir enemy, acquire influenci 
similar to his at the head of armies. The Girondists, on th» 
contrary, clamored for open war. Though not military men, 
they had (he instinct of the nation's force, and augured tri- 
umph, where others feared defeat Almost all, being men of 
studious habits and pursuits, were deeply imbued wilh those 
classic ideas, that the vile Jacobins afterwards caught up and 
parodied. They believed liemselves in ancient Home, and 
looked not only to overthrow the Tarquin of the day, but to 
spread &r and wide the glory and dominion of their country. 
In this proud spirit of emulation, the Girondists already car- 
ried their views beyond the poor boon of liberty, which the 
Jacobins, construing it however with license, would have been 
contented with. The Girondists it was, who first conceived 
that bold project of extended conquest, ailerwards realized by 
Napoleon. 

The constitutionalists, however, still clung to the ministry, 
and, as officers and generals, prevailed in the army. Luckner, 
Rochambeau, and Ia Fayette commanded. The last the Gi- 
rondists foi^ve, and wished to preserve, hoping at that time 
mighty achievements from his military tame. They were 
compelled, mdeed, to recruit Bdt heroes, and choose them 
elsewhere than in their own body. Dumouriez promised, 
above all others, to answer their views. This was a bold ad- 
venturer, enterprising, ambitious, talented ; but too selfish, 
wayward, and passionate, to have fixed principles. He affected 
to belong to all parties ; flattered the kmg and the Jacobins,* 
as well as the Girondists. The latter, at the recommendation 
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of Brissot, adopted him. Madame Eoland, the priesiesa of 
the party, was the only one who saw through him with a 
woman's penetration, and described him as " a talented roue, 
a hold cavalier, prepared to mock and trifle with every thing, 
except his interests and his glory." 

The Girondists themselves deserve more particular raen- 
tiun. Brissot was long considered to be their leader. He was, 
in fact, their journalist, and the chief point of connexion 
between them, who were provincials, and the capital. Being 
thus apparently the manager of their intrigues, the Jacobins 
called the whole party Brisswtites. His memoirB, lately pub- 
lished, are far from presenting this persona^^ in a respectable 
or amiable light. Vergniaud was their chief orator ; he was 
a vulgar Fox ; the same mildness, the same impassive appear- 
ance and equanimity of temper, contrasted with burats of 
fervid eloquence when excited. Condorcet, of noble birth, 
was the philosopher and theorist of their ranks. He was their 
Sieyes, according to Mignet's expression, but with more ele- 
vation, more elegance, and more diMnterestednesa. Madame 
Roland, in fine, was to the Girondists, what De Stael was to 
the constitutionalists, — the priestess of their temple ; for 
politics ■ had displaced religion ; and deliberation, prayer. 
There was beauty, talents, firmness, heroism, and, at Ihe 
same time, tenderness of sentiment, in Madame Roland; 
and yet there is a tint of vulgar prejudice, even of fferocity, 
n throughout her auto-biogfraphy, that chills all sympathy. 



Boland, the husband of this lady, an honest, rigid person- 
I2e, a philosophic puritan, bom la be at most the chief clerk 
a ministerial office, was fixed -on by Loi 



of Ulterior that he was to select from the Girondists. Dumoii 
riei had the department of war, and made himself agreeabfe 
to the king and to his diminutive court ; whilst Roland, un- 
kempt, in round hat, and strings in his shoes, stalked into the 
royal presence. A ghost would have excited more welcome 
and leas horror. "What! a man without buckles!" exclaimed 
the horrified master of the ceremonies. "Ah!" ejaculated 
Dumouriez, covering with gravity an inclination to laugh out- 
right, " if it be come to that, all is lost" 

The task of the new mmisters and their party was to re- 
move tiie state of suspense in which afiairs, both domestic and 
foreign, remained, to bring matters to a crisis with the leagued 
sovereigns and with their own. An open manifestation of 
opinion was demanded of Ihe emperor. He required, in reply, 
that France should recur to the state of government and 
parties which existed when the royal sitting took place at (ha 
commencement of the constituent assembly. This was a per- 
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emptory summons directed to the torrent or the whirlwind. 
The assembly replied, in April, 1792, by a declaration of war. 
One half of the scheme of the Girondists was thus fulfiUed; 
the other was to force the Idng to reagn himself freely to tha 
current of the revolution, join with it, that is, with them , 
else their resolve was lo force or to dethrone him. Theii 
powers of reasoning were first employed to bend the monarch 
Vergniaud, Gaudet, and Gensonne drew up and sent to him a 
letter of exhortation to this eflect ; but Louis was by no meana 
EO meekly disposed as he had been when the assembly met. 
His queen was irritated by the revival of the popular feeling 
against her, produced by the demands of the emperor her 
nephew. The Girondist ministers made themselves odious to 
what still called itself a court, by their uncouthness and pre- 
tensions; and, above all, Dumouriez was felee. Feeling him- 
self in (rtlice, he broke with the Girondists, as he hod done 
with the constitutionalists, and influenced the king- to resist 
their counsels and insinuations. He sought to play the part 
of Mirabeau, without that great man's tact and powers. The 
effect of this conduct was unfortunate. It raised the spirits 
of the old royalist party, and induced Louis once more to 
listen lo them. The first action that took place on the fron- 
tiers, was unfevorahle to the revolutionary soldiers. They 
fled in a panic, and massacred their leader, Dillon, who ex- 
postulated and sought to rally them. This raised still higher 



h the seeds of ii 
Dumouriez endeavored to support himself in a medium 
between contending parties. He caused the in&mous Marat 
to be accused for exciting to sedition, in his journal called the 
" Ami du Peuple." A royalist writer was at the same time 
summoned to answer; but the minister could not communi- 
cate even his own share of prudence to the king. Pique, 
rather than policy, now came to govern Louis. The assembly 
had voted him a constitutional guard, the greater part of it to 
be raised from the youth of the middle classes composing the 
national force of tbe provinces. It had been tampered with : 
its officers showed that spirit of hostility to the assembly 
which had gained the ft.vor of the court The assembly al 
length issued a decree, breaking this troop. They at the 
same time, indeed, ordered its place to be supplied by new 
levies; but the king, irritated at finding himself thus con- 
trolled, refused to h ive any guard whatever, and occupied his 
solitary palace, ex[-eed at Sl\ times to the irruptions of the 
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From tlie moment that Dumouriez, and with him the mon- 
iirch, broke with the Girondists, or rather with the majority 
of the assembly (for the Girondists and Jacobins were still 
tmited in their public measures), the fatter directed ail their 
batteries against the throne, determined to overturn the tew 
bulwarks ttat yet remained, sbce it dared to contradict their 
wishes. Rash and guilty as was this determination, still more 
ash and guilly were the means employed to execute it 
They were ashamed to make use of their open and legisla- 
tive preponderance ; they preferred employing the popular 
vm, and raising up insurrection, after the manner of the 
anarchists, or OrleaEis feclion, in order to gain that unchecked 
ascendency which they sought. Their decrees and votes 
adroitly prepared the way for this audacious scheme. In the 
commencement of June, Servan, minister of war, a tool of the 
Girondists, prop<x«d to tlie assembly, without consulting either 
liis colleagues or the monarch, to establish a ciaap of federals 
from the different provinces, under the walls of the capital. 
The assembly welcomed the proposal witli delieht. The fede- 
ralB, or volunteers, being naturally the most furious revolu- 
tionists of the nation, would serve as auxiliaries to the Paris- 
ian mob to keep in awe the more moderate and constitutional 
Crtisans that remained still attached to the king, amongst the 
tter class of citizens. The national guard, especifdly the 
unpaid battalions of the respectable quarters, were of this 
color. The republicans dreaded their stubbornness and inter- 
ference. Here was the blunder and the crime of the Girond- 
ists, both of which they dearly expiated. Although enlight- 
ened, educated, professional men, they called in large rein- 
forcements of the rabble to crush the middle ranks, which 
were their own, although they differed ftom them in degree. 

This formed another crisis m the reign of Louis; had he 
seized it, the supremacy of the raWjle might at least have 
been prevented. Many thousand national guards, of the more 
ectable citizens, petitioned a^nat the federal camp. The 
"e class was aroused, perceived its danger, and its ene- 
mies; saw that the Girondists were betraying them, and that 
there was a necessi^ for defending the throne. It was the 
policy of Louis to liave flung his whole influence into the 
scaie of this party. Dumouriez pressed him to do so; but m 
order to this, it was necessary to satisf/ that popular feel- 
ing which was common to all ranks. Tlie Girondists, seeing 
the opportunity left open to the monarch, took care to obviafo 
and close it, by sending to him a decree against the nonjuring 
and seditious priesthood. They knew he would resist this, 
and that his resistance would appear to the citizens a proot 
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of Ilia little cordiality towards the revolution. Their Echemt 
succeeded. Dumouriez's advice was rejected. The monarchi 
exasperated, defied the Girondists and popular body, without 
rallying to him the national guard or the citizens. It was 
then that Boland and his wife, with pedantic impertinence, 
drevinip a letter of advice to their sovereign. It was uncalled 
for, and could not be useful ; for Ijouis, refiising to hearken 
to the moderate revolutionists, was little likely to assent to 
the violent* The letter produced, what the Girondists might 
and did expect, the dismissaJ of Roland, and an open rupture 
between them and the monarch. Dumouriez would still have 
remained, could he have induced Louis to adopt even now 
the course that he had recommended. The king could not 
be made to comprehend his interests; and Dumouriez re- 
"n tears at the certainty of the catastrophe that oust 
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la. Fayette, as sensible as Dumouriez to Uje danger of the 
throne, now caine to its assistance ; and at least recorded his 
principle9,and vented his indignation, in a letter to the assem- 
bly, accusing the Jacobins of anarchic views, declaring that 
the clubs swayed the assembly and the nation, and that there 
was no safety for the country till they were pnt down. This 
was a thrust with a foil against an enemy in aimor of proof 
The assembly struck it aside with derision, la. Fayette was 
now Cromwell in the public voice, and the little brilliancy of 
his exploits at the head of his array sunk his reputation lower. 
The populace were terrified at the menaced invasion. Even 
their leaders expected no less at this time than soon to see 
the Prussians and Austrians masters of the capital. The rab- 
ble shared their fears, and reasoned, or were taught to reason 
thus — " Yet this is the moment that Louis Capet prevents, by 
his smgle word of dissent, the levy of the federal armj[ that 
might save us; this is the time chosen to dismiss ministers 
of honesty and zeal ; and see, he refuses to punish, that is, he 
encourages the priesthood; ihe sworn enemies to the revolu- 
tion, those who are exciting the peasantry to aid the Austrians 
against us." Such was the plausible language of the rabble 
— in such did the Girondists address them. 

The demagogues sought the first pretest to collect the peo- 
ple. They pleaded that it was necessary to excite their zeal, 
and to arm them in order to be in readiness fi>r the approach 
cil'the enemy. Pikes were accordingly forged and distrilnited. 

• Tbe royal l^mily were maddenelbytlie daily insuUsheaiied upon them 
SHpecially on Ihe uufotlunale quecii. Their enemien, by liiese almciaut 

wilhoul the diabolical putpow 'f iDBligslIng Ihem lo tiieii own ruin . 
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And thus the mob liiul their peculiar force in the enrolled 
pikemen of the fauxbourge, as the citizens had theirs in the 
national guard. The 20th of June was near. It was the anni- 
versary of the oath of the tennis-court. It was resolved to 
selebrate this by the assembling of the pikemen in view of 
the TuiHeries. The Girondists favored the plan; they di 
not imagine that it would end in blood, but merely have th 
salutary efiect of frighteniiig Louie, and forcing him to aban- 
don his veto. As Petion, one of the most violent of their 
party, was mayor, and thus in comunond of the police and the 
national guard, there was no opposition to be dreaded. 

The rabble assembled accordingly on the morning of the 
20tli. Santerre, a brewer, was at their head. With the tree 
of liberty and the "Rights of Man" borne in triumph before 
them, a redoubtable body of some 40,000 pikemen, musterinc 
the whole of the lower class of the capital, first proceeded 
lo present an address to the assembly. The Girondists and 
Jacobins received their auxiliaries with welcome. The pike- 
men had the honor of defiling through the hall cf sitting, 
then marched to the Tuilleries, in order to present another 
petition to the kmg, making known their approach by shouts 
9f "Down wilk the veto.'" — "Vivent les sam-ailoUes !" — 
snd the chorus of " Ca ira." On first arriving at the gate of 
the palace, they were denied entrance. The foremost hesi- 
tated ; till the municipal otficers, who kept the gate, either 
from treason, or alarm at the cannon which was pointed 
against them, abandoned their post The populace imme- 
diately rushed up the grand staircase, carrying even the piece 
of cannon with them on their shoulders. Their purpose was 
not sanguinary, like that of the hired ruffians who broke, in 
October, 1789, into the palace of Versailles. But the torrent 
of popular violence was scarcely lees alarming. Wherever 
they fcund an obstacle, it flew lo pieces before their efforts. 
At length, whilst bursting the panels of a gilded door, it 
was opened from the inside, and Louis XVL appeared : a lew 
officers of the national guard, and one or two feithful follow- 
ers, around hun. 

At the royal aspect the foremost pikemen heatated and 
were silent, till some of them cried out they iiad a petition. 
Louis then led the way to the largest soJoon o£ the suit; and 
placing himself in a window, the table with the " Rights of 
Man" beSre him, he stood, holding a plenary court of the 
mob. The pretended petition not being forthcoming, Legen- 
dre, a butcher, now came forward as the spokesman, and in 
rude language demanded the king's assent to tJie decrees fiw 
the federal camp and for tlie transportation of the priesU. 
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" This is neither the time nor Ihe place," replied Louis with 
a courage and dignitj that c<«founded the rabble. Their only 
rejoinder was, "Vive la nalMJi!" Louis repeated the patri- 
otic cry. " Let us try if he be sincere," oteerved I,«gendre, 
extending towards the monarch a red ni^ht-cap on the end of 
a. pike. The monarch took it and put it mi; and shouts of 
approbation rent the palace. Another handed him some wine. 
Louis drank it ofl! By Ids side wtte his sister, the princess 
Elizabeth. " There is the Austrian," cried several, pginting 
to her as the queen. Some endeavored to undeceive them. 
■Leave them in the error," said the princess; "it may pre- 
serve the queen." 

The Girondist members of the assembly at length came, 
on learning that their insurrection was likely to prove more 
serious than they intended. Vergniaud and others used their 
eloquence with the mob ; and at length Petion himself the 
chief magistrate of the city, appeared, and employed his 
persuasions to make them evacuate the palace. When the 
assembly met, the Girondists were ashamed of their triumph. 
They were silent ; but their votes crushed all effiirts to dis- 
cover or punish the authors of the sedition. Petion, towards 
evening, reoovered sufficient impudence to intrude upon Louis, 
with an intimation tiiat " all was quiet and the people tran- 
quil," — "That is not true," said Louis. "Sirel" — "Be ri- 
lent." — " The magistrate of the people need not be silent when 
he does his duty and speaks the truth," retorted Petion. The 
most singular cireumslance of the day was the forbearance of 
the mob, in departing without any promise of the veto. Never 
was courage more conspicuous than that of Louis on this oc- 
casion. To an observation of alarm, he replied by taking 
die hand of a national guard, and, placing if upon his heart, 
asked, " Does that betray fear 1 It never beat more regularly." 
With such characteristics on either side, who would not have 
hoped for happier results 1 The issue of that day, on which 
the populace were infuriated and left to their own uncontrol- 
led prapenmtiea, leads one to cast the censure of the crimes 
which followed more on their atrocious instigators than upon 
the deluded people. 

This fr^li insult to the sovereign, and through him to the 
constitution, awakened the indignation of ta Payette. His 
army, his officers, joined in the sentiment; and,. no longer 
■confining himself to epistolary remonstrance, he instantiy set 
out for tie capital. He appeared the day after hia arrival at 
the bar of the assembly, avowii^ himself charged to represent 
the opinirais of his army, which were his own. Ho demanded 
the puni^iment of those concerned in the invasion of tlie 
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palace, and the dispersal of the Jacobin club. The reply of 
the assembly was calm, but evasive ; aiid the general instantly 
deapairal of effecting his purposes by legal measures. He 
therefore resolved to imitate his enemies, by making use of 
force; a fatal, and, in this instance, au unsuccessful policy. 
His only support lay in the national guards or in (he more 
respectable portions of it, who felt attached to their old gene- 
ral; bul, without some countenance ftom the court, those 
dared not risk themselves under the guidance even of La 
Fayette, unsupported by any authority in the state. The 
genera! therefore repaired to the TuiUeries, and sought an 
audience of his sovereigns, in order to beseech them to put 
trust in him and aid bim. But La Fayette had made himself 
odious to Louis ; the monarch refused even to be saved by one 
tvhom he looked on as the origin of all his misfortunes; king 
and queen received bim coldly; and be departed in despair 
It their fetuity. Still, despite of this disappointment, the 
general meditated an attack upon the Jacobms, at the head 
of some national guards, whom he bad no recognised right 
to command. They fiiiled at the place of rendezvous. The 
Jacobins, who had deserted their den in affright, remained 
unmolested, and were merely supplied with a just cause of 
accusation against their enemy. 

The Prussians and Austriatis in the mean (hne advanced , 
and Uie invasion became more menacing. The king persisted 
in objecting to the camp near Paris; but the Jacobins, by 
their correspondence, resolved to execute tlie plan despito 
Monsieur Velo, as they called Louis. The provinces of the 
south obeyed the call with alacrity, and enrolled troops of the 
most zealous, amongst whom were the afterwards redoubted 
MarseillwB. The monarch proposed that the camp should be 
fbrmed at Soissons. The assembly agreed, but gained the 
point that tJie new levies should at least march through Paris. 
They were then pressed to arrive, so as to be present to cele- 
brate the 14tb of July, the day of the capture of the Bastile 
and of the federation. 

For all these violent measures, the revolutionists pleaded 

he insincerity of the king and court, and their secret under- 
standing with the foreign foes who now advanced in arms. 

It was but too true: the couft w&a insincere, and ample 
excuse it had for being so. Both sides had thus their ban- 
ners and their pretexts ; and a war of exterpiination, covertly 
carried on at first, commenced betwixt the raonurch and the 

national representatives. The civil war betwixt the English 
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sion to consider and prepare a dictatorial lav/. Whom did 
they propose as dictator? The mob. It was decreed, that as 
soon aa Uie assembly should pass as a vote, " The country is 
in danger, thenceforth every municipality should sit perma- 
nently ; the population of every ase. and rank was to arm, no 
uniform required, the holder of the pike 1^ the side of hiin 
with a gun ; and that all armed citizens called out of their 
native [Jace on this service should receive pay." This estab- 
lished by law what the insurrection of June and the cunning 
of the Federals already had established in feet, the domination 
of the national guard or class of citizens by that of the peo- 
ple. Power here descended to the lower ranks, tijat is, fell 
into the hands of the most loud, unshrinking, and turbulent 
denuigogues. 

It was not until they were on the very verge of the preci- 
pice that the Girondists recoiled. In the debate upon the 
dictatorial law, Vergniaud, their chief orator, had insinuated 
in fervent words, and, it must be owned, with the very per- 
fection of eloquence and address, the possible necessity ot 
their being obliged to recur to the extreme meastu^ of de- 
priving the king of his crown. But when this cry was taken 
up and echoed, when the Federals, now arriving, not oidy 
repeated, but seemed bent on executing it, the Girondists, 
affrighted at the horrid allies whom they had called in, made 
private overtures to the monarch for rauti;\! support. But he 
who, in firmness and disgust, had repulsed Dumouriez and 
La Fayette, was little likdy to stoop to the alliance of Brissot 
or of Petion. Louis the Sixteenth preferred to perish. 

The 10th of August was the day on which the people, 
stirred by the Jacobins and led by the Federals, upset the 
throne, and humbled nwalty with the dust. Yet on the 14th 
of July preceding, the Girondists were still in full accordance 
with the mob. On that day of fete, the Federals thronged 
into the Champ de Mars, showing their aspect, and speakuig 
in yells their still more hideous spirit and intentbns. It was 
flie Girondists, " whose incantations," to use the words of 
Scott, "had raised these devils; but who now, appalled and 
terror-stricken, were without the power to lay them." A 
more intimate acquaintance with some of the leading Jaco- 
bins and their views succeeded in awaking Brissot and his 
friends. These men might well imagme, that no demagogues 
could go ferther iji flattering and fevering democratic power 
than themselves. A mere lover of anarchy they could scarcely 
:^ve, except in such a soiitarj instance as Marat, an infe 
13 low journalist, whom all the world contemned and spal 
n, and who had his contumely to avenge upon the whole 
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human race. But it soon appeared tliat many members of the 
present assembly, and even of the constituent, shared hia 
sanguinary views, and adopted them on calculation. Robes- 
pierre was one of those, and Danton, each with a hideous 
crew of followers. The Girondists admired popular insurrec- 
tions ; they deemed them innocent and glorious modes of 
bending an obstinate sovereign ; they either did not suspect 
or little recked, that such might lead to effusion of blood. 
They approved of the invasion of the palace on the 14th of 
July, which seems, indeed, to have been conducted throughout 
by their spirit, in being audacious, menacing, Jcveiling, but 
not without some touches of generosity and forbearance. The 
system of the Jacobins was altogether different. These wanted 
not to bend, but to crush ; not to diminish, but to destroy ; not 
to fight the court and the aristocrats to submission, but to 
sweep away and utterly annihilate them. The announcement 
of such intentions alarmed tlie Girondisls for themselves, and 
with reason. But it was too late. The popular ranks had 
been called into activity, armed, allowed to taste of sovereignty 
and blood. They had been invited to a moral debauch, and 
could not be induced to depart contented till inebriated to the 
utmost — till satiated with crime, and drunk willi blood. 

The recoil of the Girondists to the cause of order and 
legality was too recent, however, too little concerted and con- 
firmed, to nllow of their resisting the insurrection now im- 
pending. They felt the storm behind them, and, at the same 
time, felt the inutility and danger of turning against it. They 
drove on, then, passively with the tempest, which the Jaco- 
bins directed and rode. Yet even the Jacobins were not the 
immediate planners of the insurrection. Even beneath their 
abyss there yawned a deeper stHI. The leaders of the Fede- 
rals formed a club or secret committee for orguniiing the plot. 
Strange to say, this knot of mfliajis, that overturned the throne 
of the Bourbons, and bathed France in blood, treading nobles 
and citizens beneath their feet, was, in great part, composed 
of foreigners : there was Poumier, an American; Kienlm, 
from the Rhine; Lazouski, a Pole. With these were Carva 
and Simon, wretched journalists ; Vaugeois, a priest ; and 
other names, unknown to tame, even in success. 

Events fevored tiie projects of these wretches. On (he 30th 
of July, a quarrel took place betwixt the Marseillais and the 
national guard, which ended in the discomfiture of the latter. 
The duke of Brunswick's fiimous manifesto became known, 
and. roused up exasperation. The assembly refused to order 
the arrest of la Fayette ; consequently, the dethronement of 
the king could not be expected "rom that body. The discus- 
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eioa on this subject was to take place on llm 9th of August 
A diasatistactory termination to it being conjectured, the in- 
flurrection was organized for the fbilowing day. The intention 
was scarcely concealed. The duo de ia Rochefoucault, la 
Payette, anil others, prompted Louis to escape, and oflered to 
secure the means. The monarch refused. He scorned to con- 
sult personal saiety, and at the same time distrusted those who 
exposed themselves to rescue him. 

The cry through Paris, where the rabble now reigned, be- 
came general for the dethronement of the king. As the vol« 
of " the country in danger" had been pronounced, the great 
municipal council of the H6tel de Ville sat permanently ; and 
subordinate councils were farmed in each of the districts or 
sections. These, in the moment of eflervescence, came to be 
composed of the zealots and ciubbists of the quarter. They 
were no sooner assembled, than they proceeded, after the 
f^ion of the day, to legislate. Most of them voted addresses 
to the assembly, praying for the detluonemenL One declared, 
of its own authority, this revolution effected. As the crisis 
of insurrection approached, these sections seat commissaries, 
-deputies in fiict, — to the chief municipal asaemhly at the 
H6tel de Ville, which, composed of citizens of some sub- 
stance, and more Girondist than Jacobin, was little zealous in 
JJie cause of anarchy. The commissaries, accordingly, took 
upon them to expel the old municipality, and to establish 
themselves in its place. Such was the formation of the cele- 
brated commune, that seconded the insurrection, and, after- 
wards, resisting the assembly itself, gave the Jacobins the 
victory over all antagonists. TJie niimicipal conncil of Paris 
was in Gict the helm of revolution : whatever party succeeded 
in grasping it, guided the vessel of stat*. 

The national assembly was warned, on the 9th of August, 
of the insurrection that approached. But they were power- 
less. They had scarcely separated in the evenmg, when the 
tocsin began to sound. It continued all night to toll the self- 
called patriots to arms at the diflerent rallying points. On the 
morning of the lOUi the several columns were complete, and 
ready for the attack. Santerre led the inhabitants of the 
iauxbourg St. Antorae. That of St. Marceau sent a body of 
equal force. The head-quarters of insurrection were at the 
club of Cordeliers, where Danton possessed the rulinw v ice 
As for Marat and Robespierre, these wretches m m d hid 
den ra the hour of danger. 

The royal inmates of the Tuilleries had thus mpl am 
ing of their peril. The few royalists, who stiJl n d n 
Paris, hurried to defend their sovereign ; hut, f th n ost 
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part old helplMB courtiers, they merely excited the jealouey 
of the national guard, without oIFcriug material aid. Where 
then were the gay troops of emigrants, the gallant youth of 
the French ikoblease 1 This was me hour and the ticid where 
they might have perished with honor, or more probably tri- 
umphed. In their stead, the defenders of the palace consisl^- 
ed of a Swiss regiment, m istering 800 men, and two of tJie 
most staunch battalions c£ the national guard. They were 
commanded by Mandat, an old soldier, who happened to be 
the colonel in authority for the day. Tiie palace of the Tu- 
illeries, which now presents towards the square of tlie Carou- 
se! one unbroken Ime of building, was then blocked and 
masked in fiont by a labyrinth of low rangea, divided by 
courts, somewhat resembling St. James's. These courts and 
approaches were intrusted to the national guard, the principal 
of them unfortunately to the artillery of that civic force, 
composed of low and democratic citizens. The interior of 
the chateau, its galleries, and many windows, wore manned 
by the Swi»i, and thronged by royalists, each oaring counsel, 
and increasing the disorder. 

At first the national guard was nnwillinff to act without 
orders from the municipality; but Petion, the Girondist mayor, 
wiio dared neither lo approve nor disapprove the insurrection, 
had wandered to the palace, in order to have afler-proofe that 
he had not particii)ated in it, so strong were the fears that the 
people might fiiil in their enterprise. Petion, seized at the 
TuUleries, was compelled to m^ an order to repel force by 
Ibrce. Authorized l^ this, Mai^at made diapoeiticois to resist 
the uiBUigents; he proposed to anticipate tiieir attack, and 
fall upon the columns of rabble as tliey advanced. A sum- 
mons from the municipality now reached Mandat ; he thtaighl, 
it necessary to obey, hurried to the Hotel de Vilie, and was 
astonished to tind it altogether changed, and composed of now 
member* After interrogatmg Mandat, Huguenm, the presi- 
dent of the commutte, ordered, with a siife gesture of the 
band, that he should be removei He was removed elfectn- 
ally, by a pistol^bot ; and thus the troops at the chfiteau were 
left without a commander. Louis himself might have sup- 
plied his place: the queen at rnie moment prranpted him to 
this energy. Seizing ft pistol from the belt of "one of his 
attendants, Marie Antoinette presented it to Louis, saying, 
" Now is the moment to diow yourselC" Louis was endowed 
with passive, not with active courage. He obeyed mechanic- 
ally the spirited suggestion, showed himself at the balcony, 
descended atid reviewed the difierent troops, but all the time 
as silent and iinanimated as at an ordinary scene. A short 



_,Cooslc 



364 HI8T0RV or France. 1793 

epeech, Ifae wielding of his sword, his mounting on horseback, 
any of these acts, in diort, that strike and carry awoy the 
feelings of a mass, would here have- told, and f'.lied all 
hearts round the monarch, who was still saluted vith cries 
of Vine le Toi ! The fuel was there in a thousand hearts, that 
could liave been kindled into loyalty, had Ihe cold nature of 
Louis been capable of strikbg out a spark : Irat the review 
was a cranplete &ilure. The execmtions of the mob gained 
upon the national guards more than the sight of their pale, 
spiritless, and weeping monarch. The cannoniers turned their 
guns against the chateau, in token of their opinions; the 
gensdarmerie dispersed ; and the Swiss alone remamed to 
defend the palace. 

Seeing tliis, Rojderer, pTocureur or attorney of (he com- 
muiiB, advised Louis to abandon the chfileau, and retire with 
his femily to the national assembly. The queen violently 
opposed mis step. "Madame," said he, "you will kiTe to 
answer for the lives of the king and of ell his family, as well 
as of those collected here (o defend you." This apostrophe 
decided Louis, and he resolved to follow at once the advice 
of Rcederer. A difficulty still remained, — to traverse the 
crowd, and to prevent the royalbts of the chftteau from fol- 
lowing the Toyal femily : the latter were induced to disperse. 
After suffering unnumbered insults, Louis, followed by his 
queen and children, the daujAin in the arms of a pioneer, en- 
tered the assembly betwixt eight and nine o'clock. "I am 
come," said he, " to spare the perpetratirai of a great crime : 
I cannot be more safe than amongst ye, gentlemen." The 
king wos at first seated near the president, but was after- 
wards, on the jtretext that his presence marred tl>e freedom 
of debate, removed to the box reserved for the reporters. 

In the mean time the masses of insurgents had penetrated 
into the courts in fiunt of the chateau. The Swiss, and the 
few national guards that rernained, made signs of amity from 
the windows, flinging down cartouches, and putting tiieir caps 
upon their bayonets. The pikemen accordingly advanced to 
the great entrance under the vestibule, and demanded pos- 
session of the chateau, at the same time preparing to force a 
kind of barricade. Three or four Swiss sentries were sta 
tioned in low open windows. Some of the rabb.e amused 
theinselves by pulling these soldiers down with the crooks of 
their pikes, and slaying them. Their comrades seeing ^is, 
fired down upon the assassins, and the combat became gene- 
ral. The Swi^ enraged, formed in a body, rushed down the 
grand staircase, sweeping the rabble before them. Issuing 
into the first court, they charged the Marseillais, who turned 
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and fled, being imitated by the hordes of the fauxbourgs. In 
an inalant every court and avenue vtas cleared; and had 
there been a single tioop of cavalry to continue the rout of 
the fugitivea, had Mandat or any officer been there to follow 
up the advantage, the cause of' the people was forever lost 
and disgraced. 

But the king iiimaelf was destined to strike the fatal blow 
to his own cause. Hearing the cannon and the tumult, he 
sent M. d'Hervilly with an order for the Swiss to retire and 
abandon the chateau. D'Hervilly found the soldiers victo- 
rious, bringing in the cannon of the people, planting one 
piece in battery, spiking others. He made knowu the unsea- 
sonable command, most absurdly, to only one battalion of 
the Swiss. It thought proper to obey, and Repair to the as- 
sembly ; where it was instantly disarmed ; and thus the re- 
maining two or three hundred were left exposed to att the 
fury of the mob, rendered vindictive by their own cowardice 
and defeat. 

In the lapse of an hour the Marseillais, unpursued, had 
received courage; mustered once more their hordes; and 
began to flock back to the chateau. They found its approaches 
unguarded. They rushed in. The Swiss, with diminished 
numbers, seeing themselves sacrificed, defended for a short 
time the staircase. But surrounded on all sides, tor others of 
the mob had attacked by the gardens, they were overpowered 
and massacred. The victorious rabble once more filled the 
halls and saloons of the palace, murdering most of those who 
fell in their way, yet sparing some from caprice more than 
mercy. Eighteen Swiss took refuge in the chape!, and oQeted 
to surrender, if their lives were spared, The promise was 
speedily given ; and the Swiss not the less inhumanly butch- 
ered. The first attack took place about nine o'clock ; by 
eleven the mob were masters of the Tuillerjes, Their victo- 
ry, or rather their previous defeat, is said to have cost them 
3000 slain. Of the royalists and Swiss, about half that num- 
her perished. Amongst these fell, where more of his order 
should have fallen, on the steps of the throne, the marquit 
of Clermont-Tonnerre. The marshal de Mailly, though of 
the age of eighty-five, and commanding the little band of 
■gentry on this day, escaped, to perish afterwards beneath 

The assembly concluded worthily the crimes of the day 
hy a decree, suspending the monarch from his functions, or- 
dering the formation of a national convention and a new min- 
istry. Shut up in the narrow toge, or box, which first re- 
ceived them, the royal family heard the ferocious demands 
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and cries of the populace, which rendered C(ir<puIaory this 
decree. A peach and some bread composed Uieir nourish- 
ment during this disastrous day. The dauphin was asleep in 
the arms of his mother, and Che future duchess d'AngouIeme 
weeping' betwixt her parents. They were obliged to remain 
in this situation till one in the morning ; when two narrow 
cells, of the ancient monks of the convent, in which the as- 
sembly sat. received the monarch and his family, who but 
yesterday had Btill a palace for their prison. 

The Girondists now wore- cheerful faces. They affected 
delight at what had taken place ; they claimed their share in 
the triumph and the spoils ; and the Jacobins for the moment 
thought fit to respect these allies. The old ministers of the 
Girond, Roland, Servan, Claviete, were restored to their re- 
spective offices. Petiun was allowed to keep' the place of 
mayor. Such were the terms tacitly offered by the Jacobins, 
as the price of having their new municipality recognised by 
the assembly. Nevertheless the commune spoke bold and 



you, declares you still worthyof its confidence ; but at the 
same time can acknowledge no power authorized to pass 
judgment on the late extraordinary measures, prompted by 
necessity, except the people itself, your sovereign and ours, 
convoked in its primary assemblies. In reply, the assembly 
had the weakness, inevitable indeed, to acknowledge the new 
municipality and applaud its acts. With the Girondist minis- 
ters were united Lebrun, who was intrusted with foreign 
affairs, and the ledoubtable Danton, who was calied, it must 
have been ironically, the minister of justice. 

Themselves intrenched in the commune, and supported by 
Danton in the government, the Jacobins now pushed their 
violent measures with audacity. Marat was the soul of this 



diabolical faction. His was the system and conception, that 
it was necessary to the success of the revolution to sacrifice 
unrelentingly the lives of the aristocrats. " Behold the mon- 
arch," argued he, " how absurd to have compromised with 
him, or expected sincerity ! From the first moment he ought 
to havebeen dethroned or rendered harmless. The aristocrats 
are the same. They can neverforgive. In them the revolu- 
tion will for ever find enemies. But where is the prison 
ample enough to contain the numbers of the upper classes, 
were the jailers faithful enough to guard them? The grave 
is the only prison, the executioner the only certain keeper. 
Slay! slay! such is the key of true policy. Four armies are 
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of no aviil. Give me 200 Neapolilans, armed with poniards : 
with them will I revolutionize France !" 

Marat adopted this terrible creed, impelled by base envy ; 
for, being asked what he meant by an aristocrat, he replied, 
not only every well-dressed person, every noble, but citizens 
too respectable. Shopkeepers formed an aristocracy insup- 
portable to this ru&ian. He would spate naught above tilth 
and rags. Robespierre, a wretched attorney of Arras, utterly 
destitute of talent or capacity, adopted Marat's creed, from 
the same motives of envy, but without a shadow of conviction. 
Personal distinction and influence was all he sought. Mere 
selfishness was his creed. To these was joined Dantoii ; a 
savage, in whom the popular spirit seemed concentrated, in 
whom the rabble might be said to he personified. He was a 
huge ruffian, with flattened features and stentorian voice, 
driven to extremes by his position, and by the rabid passions 
of the hour. The brutal force of his person seemed to be 
communicated, by excitement, to bis mind. His harangues, 
and still more his actions, had at least the effects, if not the 
finer qualities of eloi^uence. His courage supplied the want 
of that quality in his colleagues, Robespierre and Marat. 
Such were the trio that now swayed the commune and the 
Parisian populace, and through them ruled the assembly. 

It is a great stain upon the moral courage of the French, 
that intheirrepresentative assemblies, the audacious minority 
always overpowered the majority. The constitutionalists of 
the first assembly were crushed by their less numerous adver- 
saries, and now the Girondists were at the mercy of the Jaco- 
b The municipality usurped all legislative power. Ven- 

g as their object,' terror their support. In order to 

k th one and inspire the other, they proposed the com- 
p ( a revolutionary committee, by which alone pass- 

p ta to be granted, and which was charged to arrest 

dp e the suspected. Domiciliary visits enabled their 
m es to penetrate into all the houses of the capital. 

M the establishment of a revolutionary tribunal was 

q d s necessary to the safety of tJie state. This, to be 

mp d of one member chosen from each section, was to 
mmary and irrevocable judgments. To this atrocious 
d m d the assembly, despite its timidity, demurred ; andlJie 
commune mimedialely dispatched one of its body to pronounce 
the following menace, — " As citizen, and as magistrate of the 
people, I come to acquaint the assembly, that this evening at 
midnight the tocsin will sound, and the drums beat to arms. 
The people are weary of being balked of vengeance. Beware 
that they do not do themBelvea. justice. I demand, that in- 
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